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One of the stories flooding the airways over Christmas and the new year has been that of Harry
and Megan, Duke and Duchess of Sussex, on their experiences within the royal family. Their
Nexflix documentary series and Harry’s book, Spare, put the issue of race as one of the many
topics for public debate. 

These conversations have generated much debate. I don’t wish to get into a discussion of the
merits of their experiences. Still, I would like to focus on one key point, especially in light of Black
History Month, the subject of systemic racism, unconscious bias, and implicit bias.

Definitions:

Systemic Racism: policies and practices that exist throughout a whole society or organization that
result in and support a continued unfair advantage to some people and unfair or harmful
treatment of others based on race.-Cambridge Dictionary.

Unconscious Bias: a bias or prejudice that is present but not consciously held or recognized.

Implicit bias is an action or behavior based on prejudice and stereotypes that have become part of
the social fabric without implicit awareness. Psychologists in the “implicit social cognition” field
recognize this as part of a more significant social condition of underlying prejudice. -Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy

The teaching of Jesus is based on love and respect for all people. The Gospel is a message of
acceptance and recognition of worth. Prejudice is based on ignorance and, or fear among some
and hate and supremacy of others. Jesus crossed over to break down walls of prejudice. He
elevated women and reached out to others on the fringe of society (tax collectors, “sinners,”
lepers, Roman soldiers, and Samaritans.) This inclusive Gospel was shared and accepted by both
Jews and non-Jews of every culture around the world. His sacrificial death atones all people whom
God views equally valued, cherished, and loved.  

John 13:35 “By this, all will know that you are my disciples if you have a love for one another.”

I believe we live in a world where fear, hate, and prejudice are genuine, and it is an absolute evil
among us, even though our noble idea of living in a nation claims that “all men are created equal
with certain unalienable rights. ” Our nation, unfortunately, has a long history of systemic racism.  

We are grateful for the service and sacrifice of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and many others from
his generation who fought for the Civil Rights of the 1950s and 1960s. Their fight against racism
took on oppressive laws, ending segregation.
 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/policy
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/practice
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/exist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/throughout
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/whole
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/society
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/result
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/support
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/continued
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/unfair
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/advantage
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/unfair
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/harm
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/treatment
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/others
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/based
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/race
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/bias#h1


However, racism did not end and has taken many other forms over the years.
Today’s struggle is tied to the underlying bias of racism found in what has been described as
‘unconscious’ because it is typically nurtured within families and communities, forming “private
prejudice.” 

Change is possible, and it is coming through a generational shift. Today’s youth are more aware of
cultural bias than any generation before and are more outspoken when they see prejudice raising
its hateful head. Yet the most powerful way to overcome prejudice and hate is by becoming
immersed in the love of Jesus and speaking up with the truth in love. When we strive to become
one: one family and one people- we destroy the work of evil.

There is much yet to do. Yet we are called to be the light and expose the shadows of this
darkness. It may be uncomfortable for some to talk about, but these are necessary and needful
conversations to build a bridge to greater understanding and awareness of social injustice. Our
task is to provide a better future for our children and our nation. Our work and prayer are for the
“just” to live by their faith.

In the love of Jesus,

Pastor Kregg
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49ers Upcoming Event
Sunday, February 26, 2023
We will gather in Spahr Center for lunch and our program

12:30 – 2:00 pm

Please make your reservation for lunch ($7) by
contacting Fran Leanza 216-289-7575 or
franleanza@att.net by February 22

Our program will be presented by Don Verkuijlen, FBC
Director of Music

ers
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Seeking a Bigger Pond
By Kelley Plats

"But when you tell my story, and I hope somebody does, remember me as something bigger than I was."

One of the main themes in the musical Big Fish is ambition and the importance of facing challenges.
Leaving the stability of what we know and taking a step on the road less traveled can be frightening,
however, that is exactly what Edward Bloom does in the story. Each challenge that Edward faces, he does
so with courage and when he tells his son about his experiences, he turns them into tall tales. 

William heard his father's stories about witches, giants, and a variety of other monsters and
misunderstood folks that his father encountered. Each time his father was able to overcome the adversity
and defeat the monster, but William noticed a pattern, his father was always a Big Fish looking for a
bigger pond. He was always looking for that next challenge, the next opportunity to grow. If "life gives
you lemons, make lemonade" were a person, it would be Edward Bloom. And based on his tall tales, he
was never thirsty!

The Happy Ending Lyric Players are excited to share this story of ambition, courage, and fulfilment to
First Baptist Church this spring! With bold numbers, dancing, and maybe a juggler or two, this is sure to
be a show to remember! Tickets will be available toward the end of the month and we hope you will join
us! 

FEBRUARY EVENTS
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FEBRUARY'S LATEST
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7:30 PM Saturday
February, 18, 2023

in Spahr Center

 Children's ministry classes meet in
person on the first and third Sundays
during contemporary worship and adult
discipleship classes, 8:50-11:15 AM.
Kindergarten - 5th grade meet in
Wheaton Center and children through
age 4 will meet in room 104, on the first
floor of the Children's Center. When we
are not meeting in person, we will
continue to provide Biblically themed
activity bags for all children.

FBC has recently been notified of
the passing of former member, Jo
Johnson. 

After graduation from Denison
University, she married Chuck
Johnson and they settled in
Cleveland. 

They were active members of FBC
and the 49ers group until their
move to Columbus, Ohio, in 1972.

Her life was enriched by her family,
teaching, art, music, friends and
being a life long athlete.
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Assistant Teachers (full time and part time positions)
Kitchen Assistant (part time position)

Maintenance (part time)

Children's Center Available Openings:

Interested? Questions?
Please send any resumes or questions to:
fbcchildrenscenter@gmail.com

Other Available Openings:

Interested? Questions?
Please send any resumes or questions to
Tom Zak tzak@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Moving? New Phone Number?
Please remember to give your updated

info to the office c/o Star Knuckles.
Intercessory Prayer is open to all at 6 pm on Thursdays by

Zoom and Prayer requests can be sent anytime to
prayer@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Marlene Cooper  2/5
Tobili Sam-Yellowe 2/6
Pamela Schneider 2/6

David Meil 2/7
Dana Capers 2/9

Marty Capers 2/13
Anne Eickman 2/14

Christine Ann Marr 2/14
Taylor Turner 2/15

Angela Fielding 2/16
Marvin Hamdan 2/16
Marcus Henry 2/16
Charles Cicco 2/18
Shavon Gocan 2/18
Star Knuckles 2/20

Jabari Sims 2/21
Bonnie Humphrey 2/23

Rev. David Chapman 2/24
Tina Deblaey-Cicco 2/24
Christopher Smith 2/24

mailto:prayer@firstbaptistcleveland.org


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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Wednesday Discipleship Classes
Men’s Bible Study Class  
Facilitated by Eddie Wills and Monroe Goins 
via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 
1 Corinthians: The Authentic Christian Life by
Dr. David Jeremiah  
 Paul, as the spiritual father of the church in
Corinth, pens this letter to the Corinthians to
cease their misbehavior and to remind them of
who they are in Christ. Corinth was a center for
international commerce and its citizens were
struggling with divisions and immorality. Paul
exhorts the Corinthians to live as citizens of
God’s kingdom and to separate themselves
from the sinful practices of the world. Come
join this study and learn what it means to be a
member of the body of Christ and to genuinely
love one another.  

 “Science, Faith and Intelligent Design”  
Facilitated by David Chapman 
Fireside Room or via zoom at 7:00 p.m.
Evolution and Intelligent Design in a Nutshell by
Thomas Y. Lo, Paul Chien, Eric Anderson, Robert
Alston, & Robert Waltzer
For the past 200 years, science and religion have
been engaged in an unhealthy battle for the
dominant paradigm of human world-views. A
relatively new movement, called “Intelligent
Design,” has entered the fray, offering fresh
interpretations from amazing scientific
discoveries that bolster our reasons for faith. This
is not “Creation Science.” Rather, it involves
inferences to faith that provide the best
explanations for the scientific data. The class will
promote conversations about the interface of
science and theology, and how these two
disciplines may work together. 

Women’s Bible Study Class  
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander and Iris Goins 
via Zoom at 6:30p.m  
Facilitated by Tobili Sam Yellowe 
via phone conference at 7:30 p.m. 
Cover to Cover Bible Study 1 Corinthians: 
Growing A Spirit-Filled Church 
by Christine Platt 
In the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul
addresses the many problems of division and
immorality, and seeks to clarify the church’s
understanding of these issues. Platt explains,
even though 1 Corinthians was written over 2,
000 years ago, Paul’s letter is still relevant and
should serve as a resource for churches in the
twenty-first century. Join us in this vibrant
discussion as we learn to demonstrate the
power of the kingdom of God more effectively
in the face of pressures from our worldly
culture.  

Thursday Discipleship Classes
Women’s Bible Study Class  
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander 
via phone conference at 7:30 p. m.  
Cover to Cover Bible Study 1 Corinthians: 
Growing A Spirit-Filled Church 
by Christine Platt 
In the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul
addresses the many problems of division
and immorality, and seeks to clarify the
church’s understanding of these issues.
Platt explains, even though 1 Corinthians
was written over 2, 000 years ago, this
letter is still relevant and should serve as a
resource for churches in the twenty-first
century. Join us in this vibrant conversation
as we discuss how to demonstrate the
power of the kingdom of God in the face of
tremendous pressures from our
materialistic culture.  Friday Discipleship Classes

Women’s Small Group Bible Study  
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander 

via phone conference at 11:00 a.m. 
Study of the Bible-Book of John 



The Ten Commandments
Facilitated by Debra Hegler
In Morrison Room
Keeping the 10 Commandments by J.I. Packer
Supplemented by Ten Commandments Volumes 1 & 2 by Dr. Tony Evans
J. I. Parker noted that the Ten Commandments are often mistakenly considered God’s “rules” an
outdated list of laws that add up to a guilt-ridden, legalistic way of life. However, as you explore the
purpose and true meaning of the Ten Commandments, you will discover that these precepts can aptly
be called God’s blueprint for the best life possible. Join us in this powerful discussion of the modern-
day relevance of the Ten Commandments.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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Sunday Discipleship
Classes

Facilitated by Marty Capers, Dana Capers, and Tricia Kuivinen 
Fireside Room or via Zoom at 10:15 a.m. 
Ephesians: The Inheritance We Have in Christ 
by Dr. David Jeremiah  
Dr. Jeremiah shared that Ephesus was in a region engulfed in spiritual wickedness and the location of a clash
taking place between Christianity and pagan religions. However, Paul saw an opportunity to further the
kingdom of God. In the letter to the Ephesians, Paul guides the believers through their spiritual inheritance in
Christ. This inheritance moves them from death to life and into God’s family. Because of this, they must “walk
worthy of their calling,” identify and use their spiritual gifts, and put on the full armor of God.  



2023 MLK DAY OF SERVICE AT FIRST BAPTIST 
By Fran Leanza

January 16th was an exciting day at First Baptist when over 50 people gathered in Spahr Center to honor Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. in a time of service to our community. 

Upon on arrival at nine a.m. all enjoyed a cup of hot coffee and delicious breakfast treats. Pastor Kregg
welcomed everyone and especially the 15 participants from AmeriCorps. Some of these volunteers from
AmeriCorps had been to FBC before, helping with our produce market give-away, others were new to FBC. We
also had at least ten participants from the community as a result of the invitation on our church web site. 

Our choices of service projects were primarily centered around the ongoing work done by Delesia Robinson,
PADS, and Tina Marr, hot meal at Calvary Church, as well as support to the Cleveland men's shelter. The
following projects were explained, and group leaders were introduced. They were: 

Carole Broadbent, making bags of Homemade Trail Mix for a special treat for the people that come to the hot
meal served at Calvary Church on the 4th Friday of the month. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
D A Y  O F  S E R V I C E

 

Brian Broadbent, sorting all the generous donations of winter
clothing and then delivering the bags to the shelter at 2100 Lakeside.

Kregg Burris led a group of workers in the
sanctuary cleaning every wooden surface
including all the pews as well as
everything on the chancel. Kregg even
needed to make an extra run to a store to
buy more Murphy's Oil Soap. When you
come to worship be sure and notice how
things shine.

Becky Chapman and Tina Marr took on the leadership of a huge task of
sorting and washing the donated take out containers for use at the hot
meal served at Calvary Church. Since the pandemic the meal has been
prepared for take-out instead the usual sit-down dinner. Now the
preparation of the meal will go much faster as containers are ready for
use, sparking clean, the right size and with a fitting lit.

Judy Donley directed a group doing a project that also supports the people
that come for dinner at Calvary Church. They put together gift bags filled
with useful toiletries of such items as soap, lotion, tooth paste and tissues,
People were very generous in providing these donations so enough bags
were filled for distribution at the next two meals served at Calvary Church.
This group was made up of people from our church, the community and
AmeriCorps. All enjoyed getting acquainted and having interesting
conversation while they worked together.



MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
D A Y  O F  S E R V I C E

Arianna Preston led a group designed for children ages nine and under. Look for the poster that they made
showing many hands that are needed to work together for a better world. After completing the poster, the eight
children had fun as Arianna led them on a mystery hike around the church. They visited the boiler room, the
baptistry, climbed into an attic to see the rose window, the sanctuary balcony, and ended up playing hide & seek
in the downstairs dining room.

Delesia Robinson, an active member of FBC and the founder and director of a non-profit organization PADS.
PADS stands for Pride Among Daughters and Sisters with the mission of providing famine hygiene products to
low income teens and adults. Recently Delesia has received grant money for mailing products to recipients.  She
kept her group of volunteers busy in the Fireside Room preparing for the January mailing.
Our morning concluded with a delicious lunch, arranged by Carolyn Neal. During lunch there was time to enjoy
fellowship with other participants. There was a wonderful spirit of camaraderie throughout the day, and
everyone did an awesome job of stepping up to do something extra when they saw a need.

 A video was made with several people sharing their thoughts on honoring Dr. King on this special day. I look
forward to another FBC day of service in 2024, hopefully more of the Covid restrictions will be lifted and we can
leave the building for more community service.

"Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do that. Hate
cannot drive out hate, only love can do that."

-Strength to Love, 1963, Martin Luther King Jr.-



Moderator: Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator: Jennifer Whatley Williams
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns
Personnel: David Stevens
Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler 
Discipleship: Dana Capers
Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts
Stewardship: Dan Brown
Finance & Property: Dr. Eddie Wills
Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal
Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2022 FBC Lay Leadership

Serving in Ministry
Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes - Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry

Music Ministries
Don Verkuijlen - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

Communications & Digital Media
Deidra Bekele - Director of Communications
Jeff Gordon - Video Production

Office
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Administrator

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director
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www.FirstBaptistCleveland.org
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