
TOWER
TIDINGS

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2

F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  
O F  G R E A T E R  C L E V E L A N D  



While the origins of the Christmas celebration is essentially a Christian holy day, it has been embraced worldwide for
three primary reasons. First, Christmas captures a spirit of nostalgia to bring us out of the onward progress of daily
tasks and responsibilities to pull us back for a time for reminiscing upon days gone by, particularly our childhood. In
this, Christmas is about families and family traditions. Some of these traditions expand into cultural celebrations to
form social festivals which unite communities with a festive spirit. Examples include light decorations, Christmas
trees, Christmas movies, Christmas songs, and gatherings for Christmas parties and programs. Our Christmas
traditions reinforce our family and community values without necessarily stemming from a theological base.

Second, Christmas is closely tied to a season for giving. Every child anticipates gifts left by Santa under the tree, and
people look for that perfect gift for those they love. This way, Christmas transitions into a shopping season and an
opportunity for businesses to profit before the end of their fiscal year. I don’t mean to reduce this second reason to
mere materialism because there is genuine love behind much of the act of giving, as well as a mystical aspect tied to
the season of giving, in that we wrap our gifts in colorful paper awaiting with great anticipation the moment for their
presentation.

And third, there is a spiritual component to Christmas, even among those without Christian faith. While not everyone
actively pursues peace, there is an appreciation of peace on earth and goodwill toward humanity. The celebration of
the birth of a child is universally appreciated with deep joy. Baby Jesus does not come across as a threat to most
people’s beliefs, and the universal language of love through the act of giving is a beautiful concept. The symbolism of
light amidst the darkness inspires us. Together these provide a wonderful season worthy of the effort to reconnect
and strengthen ties with family and friends.  

And yet, our Christian faith combines these three reasons and enriches them with one crucial fourth reason for us to
celebrate Christmas. This reason is based upon the miracle of Christmas. We believe that Jesus’ birth is God’s gift to us
as the virgin-born, incarnation, and Immanuel- God is with us. His gift is our salvation. He frees us from sin, death, and
loss. The love of our heavenly Father through the gift of Christ is intensely personal and relational. We are the children
of God. As the angels declared, “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the city of
David, a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord!” (Luke 2:10-11).

This simple acrostic poem retells the story of the birth of Jesus and the significance of his life and death. It is a
reminder of the true nature of our celebration of Christmas.

Celebration of the birth of Christ.
He who is the Savior.
Resting in a manger, in a bed of hay
In the light of the Christmas star shining above, showing the way
Shepherds and kings all followed the light to pay tribute to Him
To leave gifts at his feet and acknowledge their King
Mary’s son, and the Son of God
A man, too, and mortal, able to die for our sins, and so
Save us from ourselves, and grant us eternal life and light.

Blessings,

Pastor Kregg Burris
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Rev. Dr. Kregg Burris
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Want to be a caroling captain? Excellent! We will need a few volunteers to be in charge of
guiding their teams to the assigned houses and leading the songs!

Want to be visited by some carolers? We love that! Please connect with Laura Preston or
call the church office by December 10th so that we can organize the routes!

Want to bring a friend along? Please do! The more the merrier!

Event: Spread Some Cheer!
Date: Saturday December 17th
Time: 12PM (right after pageant rehearsal)

We look forward to seeing you there! 
Please contact Kelley Plats (kpernicone@gmail.com) with any questions!
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It's Time to Spread Some Cheer!
By Kelley Plats

December is here, which means it's the
perfect time to spread some cheer!
Our third annual Spread Some Cheer
caroling event will take place on
Saturday December 17th at 12pm. We
will gather together in Spahr Center
for some fellowship time with pizza
and cookies. We'll sing a few songs
together and then split into teams to
bless some of our FBC Church
members with some joyful noise and
glad tidings! 

Want to be on a caroling team?
Awesome, either let Laura Leanza
Preston or Kelley Plats know and we'll
add you to the list to join a team!

Youth 
Christmas Party

December 4 @ 10:15
Food, games, and fun!
Join us in the youth

wing at church.

Moving? New Phone
Number? Please remember

to give your updated
information to the office

c/o Star Knuckles.

mailto:kpernicone@gmail.com
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Music and Fine Arts - December
By Mike Skerritt

Clue - What A Fun Show to See!
By Fran Leanza
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Children's Ministry classes meet
the first and third Sunday of each
month, 8:50-11:15 AM.
Kindergarten - 5th grade meet in
Wheaton Center and children
through age 4 meet in room 104,
on the first floor of the Children's
Center. All ages gather in
Wheaton Center at 10:10-10:45 for
Children's Music Ministry. When
we are not meeting in person, we
will continue to provide activity
bags for children during services.
Childcare is now available every
Sunday for those 5 and under,
8:50-12:15 in room 104.

Healthy Biblical Habits
By Deidra Bekele

"Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and shall name him Immanuel," Isaiah
7:14 Or, as it is also known, Immanuel is
translated to mean, "God with us."

This month, we have the awesome privilege
of celebrating the fact that our God, literally
became flesh, and came to dwell among us... I
sometimes think we don't step back long
enough as Christians and really savor that
reality. He realized before we could have even
conceived the thought that there was
absolutely nothing we could do to earn our
way into heaven. He knew that our sin was
deeper than skin; it was blended into the very
core of who we are. So, he set out to make
himself into a person just as we are, and take
care of the problem for us.

Do you know how he did that? God, as Christ
in the flesh, lived a perfect sinless life on
Earth and chose to voluntarily sacrifice
himself on a cross to die for us. Romans 6:23
states, "The wages of sin is death." This means
that the only true way to atone for our sins is
to die, and God didn't want that for us. He
wanted to reunite us as a family, as his
beloved, and through Christ's birth we get to
celebrate that amazing redemption!



BirthdaysBirthdays
DecemberDecember

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Phyllis Knauf 12/1
Kim Spitz Donley 12/2

Evan G. Gocan 12/2
James Alt 12/7

Jeanie Belhobek 12/10
Wendy Rigo 12/11
Ann Burris 12/12

Kathy Adams-Case 12/13
June Gottschling 12/15
George Belhobek 12/17

Nancy Brown 12/17
Kara Hungate 12/18

Jacquelyn L. Olexa 12/18
Jerry Tillman 12/20
Chris Burns 12/21
Lynne Liu 12/23

Sonja White 12/23
Liz Wright 12/25

Gregg Jenkins 12/27
Dr. James Liu 12/28

Assistant Teachers (full time and part time positions)
Kitchen Assistant (part time position)

Maintenance (part time)

Children's Center Available Openings:

Interested? Questions?
Please send any resumes or questions to:
fbcchildrenscenter@gmail.com

Other Available Openings:

Interested? Questions?
Please send any resumes or questions to
Tom Zak tzak@firstbaptistcleveland.org
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Wednesday Discipleship Classes

Men’s Bible Study Class  
Facilitated by Eddie Wills and Monroe Goins 
via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 
1 Corinthians: The Authentic Christian Life by Dr. David Jeremiah  
 Paul, as the spiritual father of the church in Corinth, pens this letter to the
Corinthians to cease their misbehavior and to remind them of who they are in
Christ. Corinth was a center for international commerce and its citizens were
struggling with divisions and immorality. Paul exhorts the Corinthians to live as
citizens of God’s kingdom and to separate themselves from the sinful practices
of the world. Come join this study and learn what it means to be a member of the
body of Christ and to genuinely love one another.  

 “Science, Faith and Intelligent Design”  
Facilitated by David Chapman 
Fireside Room or via zoom at 7:00 p.m.
Canceled Science: What Some Atheists Don’t Want You To See by Eric Hedin 
For the past 200 years, science and religion have been engaged in an
unhealthy battle for the dominant paradigm of human world-views. A
relatively new movement, called “Intelligent Design,” has entered the fray,
offering fresh interpretations from amazing scientific discoveries that
bolster our reasons for faith. This is not “Creation Science.” Rather, it
involves inferences to faith that provide the best explanations for the
scientific data. The class will promote conversations about the interface of
science and theology, and how these two disciplines may work together. 

Women’s Bible Study Class  
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander and Iris Goins 
via Zoom at 6:30p.m  
Facilitated by Tobili Sam Yellowe 
via phone conference at 7:30 p.m. 
Cover to Cover Bible Study 1 Corinthians: 
Growing A Spirit-Filled Church 
by Christine Platt 
In the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul addresses the many problems of
division and immorality, and seeks to clarify the church’s understanding of
these issues. Platt explains, even though 1 Corinthians was written over 2, 000
years ago, Paul’s letter is still relevant and should serve as a resource for
churches in the twenty-first century. Join us in this vibrant discussion as we
learn to demonstrate the power of the kingdom of God more effectively in the
face of pressures from our worldly culture.  
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Thursday Discipleship Classes
Women’s Bible Study Class  
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander 
via phone conference at 7:30 p. m.  
Cover to Cover Bible Study 1 Corinthians: 
Growing A Spirit-Filled Church 
by Christine Platt 
In the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul addresses the many problems of
division and immorality, and seeks to clarify the church’s understanding of
these issues. Platt explains, even though 1 Corinthians was written over 
2, 000 years ago, this letter is still relevant and should serve as a resource
for churches in the twenty-first century. Join us in this vibrant
conversation as we discuss how to demonstrate the power of the kingdom
of God in the face of tremendous pressures from our materialistic culture.  

Friday Discipleship Classes

Women’s Small Group Bible Study  
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander 

via phone conference at 11:00 a.m. 
Study of the Bible-Book of John 

Sunday Discipleship Classes

Facilitated by Marty Capers, Dana Capers, and Tricia Kuivinen 
Fireside Room or via Zoom at 10:15 a.m. 
Ephesians: The Inheritance We Have in Christ 
by Dr. David Jeremiah  
Dr. Jeremiah shared that Ephesus was in a region engulfed in spiritual
wickedness and the location of a clash taking place between Christianity
and pagan religions. However, Paul saw an opportunity to further the
kingdom of God. In the letter to the Ephesians, Paul guides the believers
through their spiritual inheritance in Christ. This inheritance moves
them from death to life and into God’s family. Because of this, they must
“walk worthy of their calling,” identify and use their spiritual gifts, and
put on the full armor of God.  



New Sunday Discipleship Hour Class- 
November 6, 2022-December 4, 2022
Dinner by Candlelight: Comfort and Joy for Advent by Kevin Louise Schaner
Facilitated by Carol Broadbent in Judson
As we approach this season of Advent, let’s renew our anticipation of Christ’s
birth. Throughout the seasons of our lives, how we celebrate Christmas may
change, but the joy of Jesus Christ remains the same. This study will reconnect
you to the sense of Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace that flows from the coming of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. This will be a four-week study of the book Dinner
by Candlelight: Comfort and Joy for Advent by Kevin Louise Schaner. The book
study will be supplemented with Scriptures that focus on Hope, Love, Joy, and
Peace. 
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The Ten Commandments
Facilitated by Debra Hegler
In Morrison Room
Keeping the 10 Commandments by J.I. Packer
Supplemented by Ten Commandments Volumes 1 & 2 by Dr. Tony Evans
J. I. Parker noted that the Ten Commandments are often mistakenly
considered God’s “rules” an outdated list of laws that add up to a guilt-
ridden, legalistic way of life. However, as you explore the purpose and
true meaning of the Ten Commandments, you will discover that these
percepts can aptly be called God’s blueprint for the best life possible. Join
us in this powerful discussion of the modern-day relevance of the Ten
Commandments.

Happy Birthday
Ann Burris!
December 12, 2022

May the Lord bless you
on your special day!



A LITTLE CHRISTMAS MIRACLE
B y  D e i d r a  B e k e l e

 

I remember everything that happened on July 7th, 2019, just like it was yesterday. My husband and I just got
back from visiting the Cincinnati Zoo, and as we arrived home we realized I was having complications with
my pregnancy. On our way to the emergency room, I looked up to heaven and spoke to myself, "Lord no
matter what happens to the baby, I trust you." Long story short, I lost my third child in a still birth delivery.

Two years passed, and my husband and I moved from Indianapolis to Parma. We spent that time grieving the
loss of our son and praying in faith that God would give us the chance to be parents again. As time crept
forward, our hearts softened from the blow, but nothing could truly fill that hole. In every prayer, I believed
in faith that God would not only give us another child again, but that he would give us a baby boy. 

On July 5th, 2022, my brother-in-law Dawit (David in English) Bekele was taking a walk around his
neighborhood in Richmond Heights. He was crossing the road  when a car struck him down out of nowhere.
His injuries were so devastatingly severe from the impact that he lost his life that day. The driver fled the
scene and the investigation is still ongoing. As we grieve the loss of my husband's brother and  pray for
justice, we have yet another reason to celebrate. Little did we know that two weeks later during that same
month of July God had his own plan.

Next week, I will officially be 18 weeks pregnant once again with a baby boy. At 18 weeks on July 7th, 2019, I
lost my son Simon. At 18 weeks on November 24, Thanksgiving Day, I will have a greater reason than I could
have ever imagined to be thankful to our Faithful God. Our son, David (Dawit in amharic) Bekele, has a
chance that our son Simon didn't have - the chance at life! Because of what we learned from our past loss,
our God has graciously given me the confidence to carry this baby to full term.

This child is my family's little Christmas miracle. During a time when we are grieving a terrible tragedy, God
decided to bring a blessing to give us hope for the future. If this isn't a powerful way of describing God's
unmeasurable love and faithfulness, then I don't know what is.

I keep coming back to this verse... "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall name him
Immanuel," Isaiah 7:14. How amazing is it that God literally came down from heaven in the flesh just to die on
the cross for us? This was his life's purpose, to fulfill what we never could, and become the perfect sacrifice
that would indefinitely and completely satisfy God's wrath. I keep thinking to myself how God brought a life
out of a painful death situation reminds me of what Jesus did for us in his own death--brought us back to the
Father and gave us eternal life. Through the death of Dawit, and the life of baby David, the Lord has
astoundingly reminded me of the greatest gift he has ever given me. May our Lord always be praised for his
miraculous sacrifice on the cross and for what he's done for us.

Only God understands why bad things happen to good people. But, in light of eternity, even the most painful
experience we go through is incomparable to what we will gain when this life ends. I have the greatest
comfort knowing that Dawit is in the hands of the Father, and that he is living a life I could never even dream
of. "I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us..."
Romans 8:18



Moderator: Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator: Jennifer Whatley Williams
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns
Personnel: David Stevens
Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler 
Discipleship: Dana Capers
Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts
Stewardship: Dan Brown
Finance & Property: Dr. Eddie Wills
Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal
Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2022 FBC Lay Leadership

Serving in Ministry
Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes - Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry

Music Ministries
Don Verkuijlen - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

Communications & Digital Media
Deidra Bekele - Director of Communications
Jeff Gordon - Video Production

Office
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Administrator

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director
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Church Office: 216-932-7480
Children's Center: 216-371-9394
www.FirstBaptistCleveland.org
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