OCTOBER 2022

TOWER
TIDINGS
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF GREATER CLEVELAND

PASTOR'S PAGE
Rev. Dr. Kregg Burris

My wife and I have been reading through our morning devotions from New Morning Mercies: A
Daily Gospel Devotional by Paul David Tripp. It contains a year's worth of devotional thoughts,
with each date marked. For the past month, we have been on the subject of the grace of God.
Tripp often likes to push the reader outside of their traditional theological comfort zone. On the
subject of prayer, he compared heartfelt prayer to a matter of worship from the place of utter
dependence. Only at this point, when we visualize ourselves in the presence God’s greatness and
glory, and, consequently, our weakness and unworthiness; can we grasp the significance of the
grace of God and the true nature of prayer. He states this “is the heart of worship,” as stated in
John 4:24, to worship God in “spirit and in truth.”
My sermon on September 11th featured a lengthy quote from Dr. Archibald Alexander, a founding
member of Princeton Theological Seminary. The selection was his recollection of the spiritual
renewal among churches that took place when he was growing up in the 1790-the 1830s called
the Second Great Awakening:
“The movement of God contained great solemnity and silence. The convictions of sin are deep
and humbling: the justice of God in the condemnation of the sinner is felt and acknowledged;
every other refuge but Christ is abandoned; the heart is first made to feel its own impenetrable
hardness; but when least expected, it dissolves under a grateful sense of God’s goodness, and
Christ’s love; light breaks in upon the soul either by a gradual dawning, or by a sudden flash;
Christ is revealed through the gospel, and firm and often joyful confidence of salvation through
him is produced; a benevolent, forgiving, meek, humble and contrite spirit predominates-the love
of God has shed abroad – and with some, joy unspeakable and full of glory, fills the soul. A spirit of
devotion is enkindled. The word of God becomes exceedingly precious. Prayer is the exercise in
which the soul seems to be in its proper element because in it, God is approached, his presence
felt, and beauty is seen: and the newborn soul lives by breathing after the knowledge of God, after
communion with God, and after conformity to his will. Now also springs up in the soul an
inextinguishable desire to promote the glory of God….”
The foundation of the movement describes a time when the church became fully aware of God’s
presence, full of glory, and our true selves bathed in His pure light. Far too often, we allow
independence and self-reliance from manifesting the nature of God. Let me provide an example.
The new Webb space telescope provides incredible photos of our universe. For some, these
images show the beauty of nature that floods both the sight and mind, while others are filled with
awe and inspiration for the creativity of God. Both view the same images with different
understandings.
As we regather to worship, we are called to enter the house of the Lord with expectations to
experience the grace of God at work. Our praise and thanksgiving lay tribute to the nature of our
Loving Savior and Eternal Father. Over the past several months, I have laid out the congregation
before our God, for God, to reveal Himself to our people. My prayer is for new work to be
realized. I desire that God will outpour his grace and glory on our congregation, and that further
work will spring forth that will be greater than days of old.
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In the classic book by Philip Yancey, What’s So Amazing About Grace, he wrote, “Grace is shockingly personal.
As Henri Nouwen points out, 'God rejoices. Not because the world's problems have been solved, not because all
human pain and suffering have come to an end, nor because thousands of people have been converted and are
now praising him for his goodness. God rejoices because one of his lost children has been found.”
My prayer is for the grace of God to be freshly revealed both to each person and for our worship to become a
shared experience overflowing with the beauty of the grace and glory of God.
Blessings,

Pastor Kregg

PADS Third Annual Feminine Hygiene Product Donation Drive
by Delesia Robinson
In 2019 a survey by Reuter’ Health, revealed that one in five females struggle with affording feminine hygiene
items. Imagine the impact that would have on someone attending school, going to a job, on an interview etc.
Saturday October 22, 2022, on “Make a difference day, PADS will host our third annual donation drive. Along
with in kind donations of pads, tampons, menstrual cups, period panties etc., we will accept monetary
donations. If you are unable to drive by and drop off the DAY OF the drive, please feel free to drop off during
regular business hours prior to this date.
Normal office hours for First Baptist Church are Monday-Friday 9am-4pm, and of course, open on Sundays
during worship. Last year the City of Cleveland, surrounding suburbs, neighbors, church members, college
campuses, high school kids etc. all showed up and donated over 4000 items. Over the past 12 months, PADS has
gotten these essential products in the hands of over 600 underserved girls and women in our community!
We will have the same drop off location this year: First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland, 3630 Fairmount
Blvd. Shaker Heights, Ohio 44118, from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
You will be able to stay in your car, drive up, and donate. If you are in a club, group, or sorority, I encourage you
to reach to your cohorts to see if they can make a bulk donation to our cause. It may be easier if you collect the
items beforehand, and one person does the drop off.
For monetary donations, go to www.prideamongdaughters.org and click yellow Donate button. Make checks
payable to PADS or Cash app to $PADS2013.
We are excited and looking forward to Make a Difference Day!
Pride Among Daughters and Sisters, would like to thank Med Wish and United Way 211 for their partnerships.

OCTOBER HAPPENINGS
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GREATER CLEVELAND

Healthy Biblical Habits
by Deidra Bekele

Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed. Proverbs 15:22.
I can think of countless times when I've been too stubborn to take someone's advice, or to refuse help because I
didn't want to admit I needed it. The reality is, you are better off with receiving the counsel of those you trustthey may very well help you from making a huge mistake. Never be too proud, or too stubborn, to listen to what
others have to say; even if it hurts. The ones who truly love you and have your best interests at heart will tell
you the truth about something even if it's hard to say. "As iron sharpens iron, so friends keep each other sharp,"
Proverbs 27:17.
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WORLD MISSIONS OFFERING 2022
International Ministries, also known as the American Baptist Foreign
Mission Society, works cross-culturally to invite people to become
disciples of Jesus Christ and to proclaim, through both word and deed,
God’s reign of justice, peace, and abundant life for all creation. But
what makes International Ministries different you ask? Having spent
many years working alongside other global servants in Nicaragua, I’d
have to say it is the god-centered connection we foster between those
serving, those we serve, and those making the serving possible. When
you serve in one of these ministries, you can be the hands and feet of
God. When you witness the life-giving ministry occurring at AMOS,
you are forever changed and feel the need to replicate that spirit in all
other spaces following. When you give, you enable others to go forth
to do the same.

This month, we celebrate our global partnerships through the World Mission Offering (WMO). Though
COVID has made serving in person more difficult, we can ensure the work on the ground continues on
through our missionaries. Help us lift up our 120+ global servants and 250+ global partners by giving of our
gifts. You can do so directly on our website via the World Missions Offering option.
In all we do, we respond together for good to the needs of our brothers and sisters around the world. Guided
by the wisdom of our international partners and the experience of our global servants, empowered through
gifts from individuals and churches, we endeavor to reflect God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.
Hero Headquarters (Children's Ministry) Update
There’s a reason lions are symbols of courage —
even their roars (which can be heard up to five
miles away) tell us how strong they are! And
because of God’s promises, we can be as strong and
bold as lions, too. In this series, kids will learn
important truths from the life of Daniel they’ll want
to shout (or roar!), like how we don’t have to give up
and don’t have to feel alone. Instead, we can keep
learning and not be afraid, even when we don’t
know the future. Why? Because God is with us!

Children's ministry classes meet in person on
the first and third Sundays during contemporary
worship and adult discipleship classes, 8:50-11:15
AM. Kindergarten - 5th grade meet in Wheaton
Center and children through age 4 will meet in
room 104, on the first floor of the Children's
Center. When we are not meeting in person, we
will continue to provide Biblically themed
activity bags for all children.

WHEN GOD DELAYS ANSWERING PRAYER
By Deidra Bekele

“Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.” Proverbs 13:12
Have you ever prayed for something for so long, years even, with every piece of your heart in every single
prayer that the waiting caused you to feel uncontrollable hopelessness? When paired with the sufferings
that happen in this broken world we call home, that hopelessness can create a root of bitterness in our
hearts that grow into doubt. That’s what it means in Proverbs 13:12 when it states, “Hope deferred makes
the heart sick…”
If you notice the writer of this proverb adds a joyful extension to that sentence right afterward; “but a
longing fulfilled is a tree of life.” This statement is necessary for this verse because of God’s character,
because of who He really is. This verse is specifically focusing on the hope that we have in our Lord to
hear our prayers and to believe with that blind faith (2 Corinthians 5:7) that he will gladly answer them.
There are countless verses in scripture that talk about the faithfulness of God, but two, in particular,
come to mind when I think of Christ answering our prayers:
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone
who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. Matthew 7:7-8
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. John
15:7"
Sometimes when I read over verses like this and think about prayers that I am still waiting for the Lord to
answer, I wonder if I am doing something wrong and that’s why it hasn’t happened yet. These kinds of
thoughts are simply playing into the Devil’s hand because reality is far from it. The truth is that we serve
and believe in an ever-faithful, all-loving God who knows the right moment and the right time to make
our dreams come true. Yes, of course sometimes an unanswered prayer could mean “no,” but if that were
the case, it’s wrong to think that the no is because God was punishing you or didn’t love you enough to
answer it in the first place. It’s more likely He was protecting you from something in your future that you
haven’t seen yet, or maybe it’s contrary to His plans for your life. Whatever the rejection of prayer would
be is most definitely for your own good.
God’s timing and God’s plans for our life will always be a mystery. We cannot know what he has in store
for us because it is not our place to know – it is our job to believe in his promises, cling to the faithfulness
that His Word describes, and walk the blind path that he called us to walk. When we surrender our lives to
Christ and become a believer, sometimes we forget that the life He now holds is for US TO LIVE FOR HIM.
We are surrendering our own plans and our own dreams to instead take on His plans and His dreams for
our lives. And we can do this, no matter how scary the unknown is, because anything the Lord plans for us
will be greater than what we could ever imagine.
I could give you a list of unanswered prayers that I’ve begged for in silence…but even now, I still believe
what may seem impossible based on the unknown “why” that He hasn’t answered my prayers is very
possible. And that he very much WILL answer them. Having faith in God to give us the desires of our
hearts is paramount to any believer who trusts and loves our amazing Lord. Even if he has said no to you
before, it doesn’t mean that no is an all-ending rejection of everything which you share with Christ in
secret. Like I said before, He loves you so much more than you could ever imagine. I encourage you today
to ask the Lord to align the desires of your heart with His will for your life so that you can see his
immeasurable blessings unfold.
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Tina Marie Darrisaw 10/2
Charley Cicco 10/3
Virginia Aveni 10/5
Miles Sr. Arnold 10/6
Jasmine Berry 10/12
Stephen Bopple 10/12
Melinda Burns 10/13
Brittney Ragin 10/16
Dean W. Dabson 10/17
Kay Kennard 10/19
Ian Marr 10/20
Kelley Platts 10/24
Lakecia Wild 10/24
Katie Owens 10/26

Shalesha Andrews 10/28
Nancy Wheaton 10/28
Johnnie Garrett 10/29
Jeff Gordon 10/29
Karen Moyer 10/31
Daniel Tillman 10/31

Due to the high cost of printing and shipping of the
Offering Envelopes, we are asking the congregation
to please let us know if you are no longer interested
in receiving Offering Envelopes. Please call Star
Knuckles in the church office at 216.932.7480 and let
her know to take you off the list. Thank you!

Do you want to add your event or program
to the weekly updates email?
Please feel free to contact Deidra Bekele any time
before the end of Tuesday evening of any week:
dbekele@firstbaptistcleveland.org
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Wednesday Discipleship Classes
Men’s Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Eddie Wills and Monroe Goins
via Zoom at 7:00 p.m.
1 Corinthians: The Authentic Christian Life by Dr. David Jeremiah
Paul, as the spiritual father of the church in Corinth, pens this letter to the
Corinthians to cease their misbehavior and to remind them of who they are in
Christ. Corinth was a center for international commerce and its citizens were
struggling with divisions and immorality. Paul exhorts the Corinthians to live as
citizens of God’s kingdom and to separate themselves from the sinful practices
of the world. Come join this study and learn what it means to be a member of the
body of Christ and to genuinely love one another.

“Science, Faith and Intelligent Design”
Facilitated by David Chapman
Fireside Room at 7:00 p.m.
Also available via zoom if you're unavailable in person
Canceled Science: What Some Atheists Don’t Want You To See by Eric Hedin
For the past 200 years, science and religion have been engaged in an
unhealthy battle for the dominant paradigm of human world-views. A
relatively new movement, called “Intelligent Design,” has entered the fray,
offering fresh interpretations from amazing scientific discoveries that
bolster our reasons for faith. This is not “Creation Science.” Rather, it
involves inferences to faith that provide the best explanations for the
scientific data. The class will promote conversations about the interface of
science and theology, and how these two disciplines may work together.

Women’s Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander and Iris Goins
via Zoom at 6:30p.m
Facilitated by Tobili Sam Yellowe
via phone conference at 7:30 p.m.
Cover to Cover Bible Study 1 Corinthians:
Growing A Spirit-Filled Church
by Christine Platt
In the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul addresses the many problems of
division and immorality, and seeks to clarify the church’s understanding of
these issues. Platt explains, even though 1 Corinthians was written over 2, 000
years ago, Paul’s letter is still relevant and should serve as a resource for
churches in the twenty-first century. Join us in this vibrant discussion as we
learn to demonstrate the power of the kingdom of God more effectively in the
face of pressures from our worldly culture.
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Thursday Discipleship Classes
Women’s Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander
via phone conference at 7:30 p. m.
Cover to Cover Bible Study 1 Corinthians:
Growing A Spirit-Filled Church
by Christine Platt
In the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul addresses the many problems of
division and immorality, and seeks to clarify the church’s understanding of
these issues. Platt explains, even though 1 Corinthians was written over
2, 000 years ago, this letter is still relevant and should serve as a resource
for churches in the twenty-first century. Join us in this vibrant
conversation as we discuss how to demonstrate the power of the kingdom
of God in the face of tremendous pressures from our materialistic culture.

Friday Discipleship Classes
Women’s Small Group Bible Study
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander
via phone conference at 11:00 a.m.
Study of the Bible-Book of John

Sunday Discipleship Classes
Facilitated by Marty Capers, Dana Capers, and Tricia Kuivinen
Fireside Room or via Zoom at 10:15 a.m.
Ephesians: The Inheritance We Have in Christ
by Dr. David Jeremiah
Dr. Jeremiah shared that Ephesus was in a region engulfed in spiritual
wickedness and the location of a clash taking place between Christianity
and pagan religions. However, Paul saw an opportunity to further the
kingdom of God. In the letter to the Ephesians, Paul guides the believers
through their spiritual inheritance in Christ. This inheritance moves
them from death to life and into God’s family. Because of this, they must
“walk worthy of their calling,” identify and use their spiritual gifts, and
put on the full armor of God.
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The Ten Commandments
Facilitated by Debra Hegler
In Morrison Room
Keeping the 10 Commandments by J.I. Packer
Supplemented by Ten Commandments Volumes 1 & 2 by Dr. Tony Evans
J. I. Parker noted that the Ten Commandments are often mistakenly
considered God’s “rules” an outdated list of laws that add up to a guiltridden, legalistic way of life. However, as you explore the purpose and
true meaning of the Ten Commandments, you will discover that these
percepts can aptly be called God’s blueprint for the best life possible. Join
us in this powerful discussion of the modern-day relevance of the Ten
Commandments.

Mark your calendars!
FBCGC's very first
car show is coming!
October 9th following the worship
services 10:15 AM-12:30 PM
Hot dogs and root beer floats will be offered.
Stick around after church to see these
beautiful classics, corvettes, and more!
This event is weather dependent.
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2022 FBC Lay Leadership
Moderator: Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator: Jennifer Whatley Williams
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns
Personnel: David Stevens
Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler
Discipleship: Dana Capers
Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts
Stewardship: Dan Brown
Finance & Property: Dr. Eddie Wills
Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal
Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

Serving in Ministry
Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes - Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Music Ministries
Don Verkuijlen - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music
Communications & Digital Media
Deidra Bekele - Director of Communications
Jeff Gordon - Video Production
Office
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Administrator
The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

