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A few months ago, I discovered a YouTube channel dedicated to near-death experiences (NDE)
called Heaven Awaits. It is hosted by a man named Lee, who experienced an NDE which
transformed him from a nonbeliever into a dedicated Christian. His channel currently has about
114 thousand subscribers in which he narrates other people’s NDE.
His videos recount a wide range of near-death experiences from people who crossed over to
another reality or experienced some alternative existence. The videos include people from wideranging backgrounds, religions, and cultures. Most stories involve leaving their bodies and being
introduced to other beings, most typically angels, God, or Jesus. Most describe being in a place of
love, light, and acceptance, although several stories share their experiences with various forms of
hell. In these cases, they are given warnings to make changes in their lives upon their return.
Lee states that the purpose of his channel is to provide hope in the belief that there is something
more following our death. As a pastor for over thirty years, I have had many people share their
unique experiences of NDE. They have varied from seeing Jesus on a surfboard to spending time
with a long-departed grandmother in fields of flowers.
I have never had a near-death experience. During my heart attack in 2019, I was acutely aware of
my surroundings to the point that I can recall the conversation among the nurses and the classic
rock they played in the background during my heart cauterization. Yet, I have always been
intrigued by hearing these stories, although I would never base my theology on these highly
subjective personal stories. Yet the fact that these experiences transect cultures and religion
corresponds to our foundational Christian teaching of an afterlife.
We believe God existed before creation and exists both in our material world and the spiritual
world we call heaven. Jesus came from this place to our world to be the “way, the truth, and the
life” and provides the bridge from our mortal life to eternal life.
Paul wrote about this at length in I Corinthians 15 regarding the resurrection of Christ and our
partnership in Christ beyond death.
“There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one, and the
glory of the earthly is another. There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and
another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.
So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable
body; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual
body. So also it is written: “The first man, Adam, became a living person.” The last Adam was a
life-giving spirit (TBC)...
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...However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual.The first man is from the earth, earthy;
the second man is from heaven. As is the earthy one, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly
one, so also are those who are heavenly. Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the
image of the heavenly.
Now I say this, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the
perishable inherit the imperishable…For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must
put on immortality. But when this perishable puts on the imperishable, and this mortal puts on immortality,
then will come about the saying that is written: “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O Death, is
your victory? Where, O Death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the Law; but
thanks be to God, who gives us victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Those who have experienced an NDE typically have a greater appreciation of life but also lose their fear of
death. This corresponds to Paul’s words, “to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Phil. 1:21.
As we enter the season of giving thanks, we celebrate our relationship with the eternal God. Each day is a
precious gift from God to share with others. The importance of the church in the large picture of God’s work
is to provide a model of love and service within the community context of God’s kingdom on earth and a
foreshadowing of heaven to come. The things of this world are temporal, but our hope in Christ is eternal. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. captured this when he said, “Everybody can be great because everybody can serve.”
Things do not last, and our time on earth is brief, but how we use our things and time has the power to create
a story that shares our values and reveals our character after we are gone. Remember, our greatest treasure
which we offer to the Lord, is our love.

Blessings,

Pastor Kregg
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Thanksgiving Food Packing and Dispensing
We are looking for volunteers for 3 events:
Friday November 18th from 3pm-5pm to unload the food
truck and start taping the boxes, we need 6-8 people.
Sunday, November 20th from 12:15pm-2:00pm for packing
the boxes as well as bagging the perishables, we need 30
people.
Monday, November 21st from 3:30pm-5:30pm for pick up, we
need 6-8 people
Please contact Carol Broadbent if you are able to volunteer at:
cbroadbent56@att.net or you can also contact the church office
for more information.

For many years the Mission & Social Concerns Cluster has been sponsoring a Thanksgiving food
drive and assembling baskets of food for area families in need. The project continues but with a
plan that needs to accommodate the continuing impact of COVID-19:
• The need in our community has increased
• We want to increase the number of families we serve. Last year we served 65 families!
• We again will purchase the needed items that were once typically donated
• Chef Faith will be able to order the needed produce at a discounted price
HOW YOU CAN HELP:
Volunteer:
1. Are you available to help on Friday, Nov. 18th from 3-5pm to count items and tape boxes for
Sunday? We need 6-8 volunteers.
2. Sunday, Nov. 20th from 12:15-2pm to pack up the canned goods and produce for distribution
on Monday, Nov 21st. 30 volunteers are needed. It would be a great opportunity for students to
earn service hours! All ages are welcome and families are encouraged to participate.
3. Monday Nov. 21st from 3:30 p.m.- 5:30 p.m. Eight volunteers needed outside at the Portico
entrance to greet recipients and load food in trunks. We are looking for volunteers from ages 11
and up that are physically able to do some lifting.
Contact Star in the church office at 216-932-7480 or by email
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org to sign up for any of the above group time slots.
Posters will also be available for in-person sign-up.
Any FBC members may email their name to thanksgiving@ firstbaptistcleveland.org for
Thanksgiving food assistance.
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MUSIC AND FINE ARTS FOR NOVEMBER 2022! WOW!
The Worship and Fine Arts Cluster hit the ground running this season. After the September 30 recital of
classical guitarist Cristiano Porqueddu, there were no less than five major events in October!
• October 2—Faure’s Requiem featuring the Suburban Symphony Orchestra and an enhanced FBC Chancel Choir
• October 8 & 15—Two performances by Apollo’s Fire of Monteverdi’s Vespers of 1610
• October 14—Singers Club of Cleveland’s REQUIEM—PANDEMIC REFLECTIONS led by our own Don Verkuijlen
and featuring Tod Wilson on our organ
• October 16—Cleveland Composer’s Guild’s Art Song Mini-Festival “Sopranos Take Center Stage”
• October 15, 16, 17—H.E.L.P. auditions for our November production of CLUE, the hilarious mystery based on the
famous Board game of the same name. There are only two events scheduled for November, but that doesn’t
mean the Music and Fine Arts team won’t be busy. With an incredibly busy Christmas Season just around the
corner, the focus will be on preparing Christmas programming that, as closely as possible, will be restored to
the pre-pandemic formats. However November does offer two events you won’t want to miss!
• November 11 and 12—H.E.L.P. presents two performances of CLUE, the hilarious mystery based on the board
game CLUE.
• November 27—Tuba Christmas returns to whet our appetites for the upcoming Christmas holidays.
We hope that you will mark your calendars and join us in support of these two pre-Christmas presentations.
You won’t be disappointed, and they will leave you looking forward to Christmas and the celebration of the
arrival of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in December!

Thank you for supporting the Music and Fine Arts at First Baptist Church!

FBCGC CAR SHOW
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When Marty Capers and several members of his Corvette Club
volunteered to help out at our Mobile Pantry, they not only
brought helping hands, they brought their Corvettes! Our produce
distribution volunteers and our guests were so excited to see the
cars up close, that we thought our congregation would enjoy
seeing them, too. The idea for the FBC Car Show was born! On
October 9th, the car show became a reality thanks to the
automobile provided by Marty Capers, John Negus, Jeff Gordon,
Don Verkuijlen, Joe Belhobek, George Belhobek and Roby Gill. Not
only did we get to enjoy some classic and cool cars, but we also
got to enjoy root beer floats. And some lucky youngsters got to
enjoy rides around the church in Jeff’s Model A and Don’s Model T!
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Rebecca Chapman 11/4
Alta Daugherty 11/6
Gloria Webb 11/6
William Daugherty 11/8
Jerome White 11/8
Kevin Case 11/9
Sharon Borders 11/11
Luis Martinez 11/17
Sandra Alexander-Haynes 11/18
Martha Lant 11/21
Frank Frierson 11/26
Betty Meyers 11/26
Carmen Robinson 11/27
Tondra Miller 11/29

Our live animal Christmas Eve
pageant returns this year!
If you are interested in participating in this
exciting event, please contact Karen Gill:
kgill@firstbaptistcleveland.org.
You could be a King's Attendants, a
shepherd or an angel!
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Wednesday Discipleship Classes
Men’s Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Eddie Wills and Monroe Goins
via Zoom at 7:00 p.m.
1 Corinthians: The Authentic Christian Life by Dr. David Jeremiah
Paul, as the spiritual father of the church in Corinth, pens this letter to the
Corinthians to cease their misbehavior and to remind them of who they are in
Christ. Corinth was a center for international commerce and its citizens were
struggling with divisions and immorality. Paul exhorts the Corinthians to live as
citizens of God’s kingdom and to separate themselves from the sinful practices
of the world. Come join this study and learn what it means to be a member of the
body of Christ and to genuinely love one another.

“Science, Faith and Intelligent Design”
Facilitated by David Chapman
Fireside Room at 7:00 p.m.
Also available via zoom if you're unavailable in person
Canceled Science: What Some Atheists Don’t Want You To See by Eric Hedin
For the past 200 years, science and religion have been engaged in an
unhealthy battle for the dominant paradigm of human world-views. A
relatively new movement, called “Intelligent Design,” has entered the fray,
offering fresh interpretations from amazing scientific discoveries that
bolster our reasons for faith. This is not “Creation Science.” Rather, it
involves inferences to faith that provide the best explanations for the
scientific data. The class will promote conversations about the interface of
science and theology, and how these two disciplines may work together.

Women’s Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander and Iris Goins
via Zoom at 6:30p.m
Facilitated by Tobili Sam Yellowe
via phone conference at 7:30 p.m.
Cover to Cover Bible Study 1 Corinthians:
Growing A Spirit-Filled Church
by Christine Platt
In the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul addresses the many problems of
division and immorality, and seeks to clarify the church’s understanding of
these issues. Platt explains, even though 1 Corinthians was written over 2, 000
years ago, Paul’s letter is still relevant and should serve as a resource for
churches in the twenty-first century. Join us in this vibrant discussion as we
learn to demonstrate the power of the kingdom of God more effectively in the
face of pressures from our worldly culture.
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Thursday Discipleship Classes
Women’s Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander
via phone conference at 7:30 p. m.
Cover to Cover Bible Study 1 Corinthians:
Growing A Spirit-Filled Church
by Christine Platt
In the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul addresses the many problems of
division and immorality, and seeks to clarify the church’s understanding of
these issues. Platt explains, even though 1 Corinthians was written over
2, 000 years ago, this letter is still relevant and should serve as a resource
for churches in the twenty-first century. Join us in this vibrant
conversation as we discuss how to demonstrate the power of the kingdom
of God in the face of tremendous pressures from our materialistic culture.

Friday Discipleship Classes
Women’s Small Group Bible Study
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander
via phone conference at 11:00 a.m.
Study of the Bible-Book of John

Sunday Discipleship Classes
Facilitated by Marty Capers, Dana Capers, and Tricia Kuivinen
Fireside Room or via Zoom at 10:15 a.m.
Ephesians: The Inheritance We Have in Christ
by Dr. David Jeremiah
Dr. Jeremiah shared that Ephesus was in a region engulfed in spiritual
wickedness and the location of a clash taking place between Christianity
and pagan religions. However, Paul saw an opportunity to further the
kingdom of God. In the letter to the Ephesians, Paul guides the believers
through their spiritual inheritance in Christ. This inheritance moves
them from death to life and into God’s family. Because of this, they must
“walk worthy of their calling,” identify and use their spiritual gifts, and
put on the full armor of God.
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The Ten Commandments
Facilitated by Debra Hegler
In Morrison Room
Keeping the 10 Commandments by J.I. Packer
Supplemented by Ten Commandments Volumes 1 & 2 by Dr. Tony Evans
J. I. Parker noted that the Ten Commandments are often mistakenly
considered God’s “rules” an outdated list of laws that add up to a guiltridden, legalistic way of life. However, as you explore the purpose and
true meaning of the Ten Commandments, you will discover that these
percepts can aptly be called God’s blueprint for the best life possible. Join
us in this powerful discussion of the modern-day relevance of the Ten
Commandments.

New Sunday Discipleship Hour ClassNovember 6, 2022-December 4, 2022
Dinner by Candlelight: Comfort and Joy for Advent by Kevin Louise Schaner
Facilitated by Carol Broadbent in Judson
As we approach this season of Advent, let’s renew our anticipation of Christ’s
birth. Throughout the seasons of our lives, how we celebrate Christmas may
change, but the joy of Jesus Christ remains the same. This study will reconnect
you to the sense of Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace that flows from the coming of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. This will be a four-week study of the book Dinner
by Candlelight: Comfort and Joy for Advent by Kevin Louise Schaner. The book
study will be supplemented with Scriptures that focus on Hope, Love, Joy, and
Peace.

Healthy Biblical Habits
By Deidra Bekele

The first thing that comes to mind when I think of November is
Thanksgiving. Ever since I came to know Jesus as my Savior, I always
looked at Thanksgiving in a different way. Each day of the month, I
like t to remind myself one thing each day that the Lord has done
for me and thank him for that answer to prayer. I encourage you
this November to do the same. Remember the things God has done
for you, and what He's still doing for you even now.

Our Lord is a faithful God full of everlasting kindness and
never-ending mercies which are new every morning!

Is it okay to use Livestream as a regular way to worship
on Sundays instead of gathering together in person?
By Deidra Bekele
We live in a digital age, and the further we “progress” in this technology-reliant world we live in, watching church via
Livestream on Sundays is becoming a very regular habit for a majority of us. Especially, when the height of the Covid-19
pandemic began, Livestreaming church services was very much the primary way for Covid-affected believers to continue
to participate in Sunday worship. But just how much of this is a good thing, and how much of this is becoming a
comfortable habit that blinds our eyes from the biblical importance of gathering together as the Body of Christ?
And let us not not neglect to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see
the Day drawing near. Hebrews 10:25
There is, with anything, a balance that has to be maintained for all of the things that God gives us. Having the technology
to continue to hold worship on Sundays during a worldwide pandemic was probably one of the greatest blessings that we
believers could ever ask for. In March 2020, my husband and I lived in Indianapolis as the pandemic was starting to rise.
The area we lived in had a high infection rate, so there were county-wide curfews as well as “shelter in place” mandates
which lasted for sometimes as long as a few months by the local authorities. Beyond the impact of the pandemic, there
were protests, rioting, and looting going on that just made things more difficult for people everywhere. Almost all local
businesses were shut down, and we were even ordering groceries to be delivered to our home since we weren’t
considered “essential workers.” When reflecting on the difficulty of the last few years, it’s easy to understand why virtual
church attendance became an integral part of our lives.
The most important thing to consider is the health and safety of others. There is no question about that. However,
Hebrews 10:25 is a great reminder of the value of attending church in person. “To meet together is to encourage each
other,” as John Piper has said. There is no doubt that spending time with one another in a person-to-person setting is
more impactful than watching a gathering of the Body of Christ through a phone screen. I think that anybody could agree
that in order for fellowship to thrive, and for relationships to bloom between the Body, that gathering together is one of
the most important ways we can serve one another.
Another thing to consider is what the “Body of Christ” actually means when reflecting on in-person church attendance
versus virtual attendance:
“For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an
eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where
would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be?
20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.” 1 Corinthians 12:14-19
The beautiful thing about being a tribe of “all nations, peoples, and tongues, (Revelations 7:9)” is the fact that we are all
different. 1 Corinthians 12:14 gives us a succinct reminder that our differences are what makes us all special. But in
addition to the beauty of those differences, there is also a diversity in spiritual giftings the Lord has given us which gives
us a diverse way of ministering to the needs of others. This, in particular, adds emphasis from Hebrews 10:25 when it
states “to meet together is to encourage one another.” Some people have the gift to play instruments while others have
the gift to teach. Some people have the gift of intercessory prayer while others have the gift of serving in hospitality. We
are a diverse body, with one person being the hands, another the feet, and another the eye or the ear because there is a
vital need for God’s people to have many ways to strengthen, equip, and minister to one another for God’s glory. You
never really know what can happen when you gather with others whether it’s for Sunday worship, Bible study, fellowship
events, or even prayer because at that moment only the Holy Spirit knows how He will choose to use the unique and
beautiful gifts He’s given you to benefit those around you! And that is why, fellow believers, “to meet together is to
encourage each other!”
I want to ask you, dear reader, to consider something. Before making the decision to stay home this Sunday, or before
deciding to attend discipleship classes via zoom (if the classes are offered in person), if you are in good health and do not
have any other extenuating circumstances as to why you can’t attend in-person, are you really giving Jesus your all? Are
you pursuing your Savior with “all of your heart (Jeremiah 29:13)?”
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2022 FBC Lay Leadership
Moderator: Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator: Jennifer Whatley Williams
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns
Personnel: David Stevens
Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler
Discipleship: Dana Capers
Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts
Stewardship: Dan Brown
Finance & Property: Dr. Eddie Wills
Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal
Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

Serving in Ministry
Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes - Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Music Ministries
Don Verkuijlen - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music
Communications & Digital Media
Deidra Bekele - Director of Communications
Jeff Gordon - Video Production
Office
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Administrator
The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

