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Many of you know that I made an emergency trip to see my father over the Easter weekend. He had taken a serious
fall. After CT scans and further testing, it was determined that he had a significant blockage in the heart; causing him
to lose consciousness. After an emergency heart cauterization, the blockages were opened. He was placed on a
ventilator as he had excessive fluid build-up around the heart and struggled to breathe independently. The following
evening, my father gained enough consciousness that he pulled the breathing tube out and, in a state of confusion
(he had no idea where he was or what had happened to him.) He refused to be put back on the ventilator.
Thus, my mother and I both received calls from the ICU informing us that as an adult capable of making his own
decisions, they wouldn’t put him back on the ventilator. He was struggling to take every breath, and according to the
physician I was speaking with over the phone, he would not survive till morning. All I could do was convey that I was
on my way and pray.
Within hours, Ann and I caught a flight to St. Louis, rented a car, picked up my worried mother, and made it to the
hospital room to find my father alive but fighting to take each breath. He was also very confused as he had no
memory of coming to the hospital, having a heart cauterization, or being on a ventilator. In addition to all that, he is
hard of hearing and is blind in one eye with poor vision in his good eye without his glasses.
Yet, he was strong enough to survive the day as they removed fluid away from his lungs and heart. Over the next
three days, his breathing improved to improved to where they were preparing to send him to a skilled care for
additional physical therapy.
This emergency stands as a reminder that every breath holds the balance between life and death. Genesis 2:7 states,
“Then the Lord God made man from the dust of the ground. And He breathed into his nose the breath of life. Man
became a living being.” Life flows from the breath of God.
Therefore, in the words of Jesus in John 20:21 & 22, “Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.” And with that, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” This fulfillment took place on
the day of Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 2. The breath of God gives life to the child of God in such a way as a second
rebirth and hence the contrast between the world of the flesh and the world of the spirit as described throughout
the New Testament.
Over the next several Sundays, my sermons will highlight aspects of living upon the breath of the Spirit. Henri
Houwen wrote,
"When we speak about the Holy Spirit, we talk about the breath of God, breathing in us. The Greek word for “spirit” is
pneuma, which means “breath.” We are seldom aware of our breathing. It is so essential for life that we only think
about it when something is wrong with it.
The Spirit of God is like our breath. God’s spirit is more intimate to us than we are to ourselves. We might not often
be aware of it, but we cannot live a “spiritual life without it.” The Holy Spirit of God prays in us, who offers us the gifts
of love, forgiveness, kindness, goodness, gentleness, peace, and joy. The Holy Spirit provides us with the life that
death cannot destroy. Let us always pray: “Come, Holy Spirit, come.”
May the breath of God fill us without the need to struggle or fear so that we may experience joy, peace, and a
confident life with the aroma of God’s grace upon us.

Blessings,

Kregg Burris
Rev. Dr. Kregg Burris
Sr. Pastor
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Back to Broadway Gala Concert
by Helena Safarova
Director Helena Safarova, Master of Ceremony
Mike Skerritt, and FBC singers and musicians
present scenes from Cinderella, Phantom of the
Opera, A Little Night Music, Waitress, The Rose,
The Pajama Game, Delicious, A Star Is Born,
Once, 42nd Street And popular movie
soundtracks, jazz, and ballads
Saturday, May 14, 2022, 2:30PM
Spahr Center
Tickets $15, Students $12 at the door-cash, check, Visa, Master, Discover.

Bring your family and invite your friends and neighbors and enjoy an afternoon of great music and fun. Every
year, we try to include different music genres to make the program and dynamics interesting for all. We are
proud to say, that seats at the Spahr Center were at its capacity every time our show was on, and we are looking
forward to seeing your friendly faces again. Thank you for coming in the past and thank you for coming again
this May. The show will be great!
Tickets sales and donations support the Music and Fine Arts Programs. If you would like to donate in memory of
your loved one, call or text details to Helena 925-286-7396.

Visual Arts at First Baptist Welcomes - Laurel Herbold
We are pleased to highlight the artistic talent of NE Ohio artist Laurel Herbold in our
Fairmount Hallway Gallery through at least the end of June. Lauren’s artist’s statement and
picture are below. Watch for an announcement of a “Meet the Artist” event to be held in the
next few weeks during witch Lauren will discuss her paintings and answer any questions you
may have. The artworks on display are for sale. A price list is available in the Fairmount
Hallway.
LAUREL HERBOLD - ARTIST STATEMENT- Painter, muralist, custom artist Laurel Herbold is
a Cleveland, Ohio based freelance artist exhibiting and providing custom art and mural services
throughout Northeast Ohio and the surrounding area since 1994. Often in collaboration with
interior designers, engineers and architects to develop site-specific artwork, her process
begins with conceptual design and results in skillfully customized artwork, mural and
faux/specialty finishes for residential and commercial spaces. She has been commissioned for
custom art and mural work in New York, California, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Florida,
Massachusetts and New Hampshire. For nearly 10 years, she was the senior painter at Eikona
Studios in Tremont, a small studio specializing in religious iconography, church design and
restoration servicing local, national and international religious institutions.
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In 2020, she shifted gears to begin designing a new style of mural art for Barrio Tacos in Cleveland as well as their
sister partner in the New England states. Since March 2011, Laurel has maintained a studio/gallery space at the
popular West 78th St. Studios, and is always available for consultation and private tours of her gallery collection.
Laurel is also the creator of the well known Wee People (not shown in this exhibit*). Her stylized paintings and ink
drawings of tiny silhouetted figures has expanded into a wide range of fine art as well as a growing line of
merchandise and collectables. The universal theme of unity and the whimsical nature of her work makes them ideal
for many custom designs and public installations.
“My Wee People are popular with most ages and audiences. They symbolize humans as a moving mass, all as one. In
society, our actions directly effect everything around us, just as one Wee Person out of place in my artwork can
easily destroy the balance of the piece (peace).” *For more on this work, visit her website listed below.
“I am considered a painter, but I believe that striving to be a well rounded artist involves being familiar with as many
mediums as possible. Due to the varied nature of my custom work, over the years I have found myself becoming
educated in the applications of egg tempera painting, ceramics, jewelry fabrication, stained glass, gold leaf
application, oil, acrylic, watercolor painting and more recently, 3D metal and welding. My personal (or noncommission) work usually comes through experimentation with many of these different materials. There is a strong
abstract/ surreal quality to my work, but I am almost always inspired by the unparalleled design and elements of
nature.”
Come and visit Laurel’s studio/gallery #107 at 78th St. Studios on Cleveland’s west side. The building features a giant
indoor art walk on the third Friday of each month. For more information or to arrange a consultation, feel free to
contact Laurel at laurel333@gmail.com More examples of her work are available on: LaurelHerbold.com Laurel
Herbold’s Wee People (on Facebook) and Laurel’s Wee People (on ETSY.com) .

Cleveland Repertory Orchestra to Launch
Inaugural Concert

4

The Cleveland Repertory Orchestra, under the direction
of its Music Director and Founder, Matthew Salvaggio, will
present its inaugural concert on Sunday, May 15 at 3 PM at
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland.
The concert will feature a new work by African American
composer Kevin Day, the Flute Concerto of Christopher
Rouse (featuring flutist Ian Wenz), and Antonín Dvorák’s
Symphony No. 7. The Cleveland Repertory Orchestra
seeks to explore the breadth of the orchestral repertoire
with an emphasis on lesser-known masterworks and
contemporary music and believes in the need for more
equitable, inclusive, and accessible spaces for classical
music. The CRO is made up of talented musicians from
across the greater Cleveland area and is committed to the
highest level of musical performance. Several concerts
had been planned for the 2021-2022 season, but the
pandemic
forced
the
postponement
of
those
performances. The CRO will present a full three-concert
series during the 2022-23 season. All performances are
free and open to the public.

For more information visit:
www.clevelandrepertoryorchestra.org or email
clevelandrepertoryorchestra@gmail.com.
Matthew A. Salvaggio
Music Director & Founder - Cleveland Repertory Orchestra
Music Director & Conductor - Erie Jr. Philharmonic
Director of Orchestras - Mercyhurst University
Music Director - Euclid Symphony Orchestra
(440) 477-9810
www.matthewsalvaggio.com
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FBCGC is looking for a summer
intern to help with food prep
Do you want to help make a difference for those
suffering in Ukraine? The American Baptist
Churches USA are donating towards relief
efforts for many that are affected by this
tragedy. Please make checks payable to FBCGC
marked OGHS (one great hour of sharing).

Internship
Opportunity!

and much more! This is a great
resume booster for high school
or college students seeking to
broaden their skillset or put in
volunteer hours. In order to
apply, please contact church
office for more information.

Tuesdays and Thursdays
6:00-8:00 PM.
RSVP to Ship:
youth@firstbaptistcleveland.org
Learn More

Americorps VISTA
The Mission and Social Concerns Cluster is proud to
announce receipt of a VISTA worker. The program
started in 1965 is designed for capacity building
activities such as grant writing, research, where they
gain experience and leadership skills while supporting
our church in a variety of productive ways. This
opportunity prepares members for a life of service in
the public, private, or nonprofit sector.
Contact Carolyn Neal for more information:
cvaneal@gmail.com
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CAMP
KOINONIA
Here are all the summer camp dates for 2022:
Special Person’s Camp: June 8th–11th
Advanced Horsemanship Camp: June 8th–14th
Junior High Camp: June 26th –July 1st
Elementary Camp: June 19th–24th
Primary Camp: June 19th-22nd
Horsemanship Camp: June 19th–24th
Elementary Horse Camp: June 26th– July 1st
Paintball Camp: July 3rd–8th
Junior & Senior High Horse Camp: July 3rd-8th
Senior High Camp: July 10th–15th
First Timer’s Camp: July 22nd–23rd
Youth Special Person’s Horse Camp: July 31st–
August 3rd
Adult Special Person’s Horse Camp: August 3rd-6th
Would you like to sign up for camp?
Check out: www.christiancampohio.org
Call: (440) 466-1278

The Mission and Social Concerns
Cluster will offer scholarship help to
any kids interested in camp!

YOUTH
MINISTRY
SCHEDULE
Student Drop In - Every Tuesday and Thursday, 6-8pm
VBS - June 1,8, 15
Backpack packing - Thursday, June 16th, 5-7 pm
Cedar Point - Saturday, June 18th, 8:00 am 8:00 pm
This event will include transportation, entrance
into the park, and all-day dining free of charge
for participating FBC youth families. We are
looking for adult chaperones. If you have a
guest/friends that would like to come, please
bring them along. Their cost would be $135.
Backpack Giveaway - East Cleveland Public Library,
Saturday, Aug. 6th, 1-4 pm
Topgolf - Thursday, Aug. 11th, 6-9 pm
This event includes food, drink, and a golfing bay for
participating FBC youth families. If you have a
guest/friends that would like to come, please bring
them along. Their cost would be $45.
Camp Koinonia - Friday, Oct. 14th - 4 pm until Oct.
15th - 3 pm
This event will include a cabin, campfire cookout, night
hike, lunch, dinner, breakfast, and a host of other
activities. We are looking for adult chaperones. If you
have a guest/friends that would like to come, please
bring them along. Their cost would be $65.
Questions? Would you like to participate? Please
contact Ship Collins for more information.
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Searching for Ways to put your Faith in Action now?
The Mission and Social Concerns Cluster always has an opportunity
beyond the sanctuary to serve within the community!
Meals at Calvary can always use donations (Meals To Go) for a complete list of ways to help contact Tina Marr at
tmarr55.tm@gmail.com
Kairos Ministry is always looking for Store Purchased Cookies for the Mens' Prison Ministry. Contact Brian
Broadbent brian.f.broadbent@outlook.com
PADS on wheels is the latest additional initiative for young women and girls in and around the Greater Cleveland
and East Cleveland area. Contact robinson.delesia@yahoo.com
Walk For Hunger Saturday, June 4, 2022 and the Mobile Pantry Produce Giveaway will begin on Saturday, May 6,
2022.
Contact Karen Gill to register kgill@firstbaptistcleveland.org
Our Refugee Resettlement Boxes are always located near the Portico and will be labeled for specific items of need
Children's Ministry classes will continue to
meet the first and third Sunday of each
month, 9:45-11:15 AM. There will not be class
on May 29th due to the holiday weekend. K5th graders will meet in Wheaton Center and
children through age 4 will meet in room 104,
on the first floor of the Children's Center. As
the weather turns warmer, we will be
spending time outside! Please dress your
children accordingly.
If you have any questions,
please contact Carly Marino:
cmarino@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Encouragement from the Scriptures by Deidra Bekele
"Rain and snow are part of a cyclical water process. Precipitation
comes upon the earth, drains into the land, and produces great benefit
in the growth of crops, the refreshment of souls, and the sustaining of
life. Rain and snow come from above and do not return back above
without accomplishing their purpose. God compares His Word to the
rain and snow because, like the precipitation, God’s Word always
fulfills His good purposes..." Sometimes waiting on the Lord can be
tough, even painful, but Isaiah 55:10-11 gives us confidence that
everything the Lord sets out to do will always be accomplished. The
season of waiting can be as short as a few days, and sometimes even
as long as several years. If you are waiting on God for something in
your life, don't lose hope! Our God is forever faithful and forever
reliable; your day of deliverance will come soon!
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y
a
M days

Birth
Marti Artzberger 5/3
Phyllis Edgerg 5/3
Ryan Jenkins 5/5
Lorie'l Johnson 5/5
Marjorie Shim 5/5
Stephanie Fallcreek 5/6
Eddie Wills 5/7
Karen Gill 5/11
Suzanne Blum 5/20
Mary Wills 5/22
Connor Gordon 5/23
James Harper 5/23
Michelle Gates 5/29
Judith Donley 5/30
David Stevens 5/31
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Why the Cross Is Essential to Christianity - Philip Ryken April 15, 2022
When archaeologists dig through the ruins of antiquity, they have one certain way to identify a place of Christian worship. They look for
a cross. When they find it painted on a wall, carved into stone, or even worked into a floor plan, they know they’ve found a church.
Since the beginning, Christians have identified themselves with the cross on which Jesus died. And whether it’s carved in wood or etched
on our hearts, the cross is the chief symbol and defining reality of the Christian faith.
Why is the cross of Christ so essential? There are several reasons.
Necessary to Fulfill God’s Plan
First, the cross was necessary to fulfill God’s eternal plan. Not long after Jesus returned to heaven, his friend Peter preached to the
people of Jerusalem. He said, “This man [Jesus] was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the
help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross” (Acts 2:23, NIV). God knew about the crucifixion of his Son even before
it happened. He not only knew about it, he permitted it. He not only permitted it, he purposed it. The cross was essential to his plan for
humanity.
Since the beginning, Christians have identified themselves with the cross on which Jesus died. It’s the chief symbol and defining reality of
the Christian faith.
This is worth remembering whenever it seems like God doesn’t know what he’s doing. The trials and tragedies of life are often puzzling.
Does God know what’s happening in my life? Does he care? Can he do anything about it? The answer is that God does know and does
care. And if you trust him, he will do something about it.
The cross of Christ proves God’s plans are good. The crucifixion of Jesus Christ was the most evil deed ever committed on this planet. At
the same time, however, the crucifixion of Jesus was the best thing that ever happened on this planet. The cross has brought salvation to
the world. If God brought the greatest good out of the greatest evil, he can bring good out of what seems to be evil in your own life.
Necessary to Pay for Sin
The cross was part of God’s plan because it was the only way to save human beings from their sins.
God couldn’t simply overlook our sins. To do that might have been loving, but it would not have been holy. Justice would not have been
served. Our sins would not have been paid for. Nor did God simply condemn us to die for our own sins. That would have been holy, but it
would not have been a full demonstration of God’s love.
The place where God’s love and God’s holiness embrace is at the cross. Here is the love of God. God the Father sent his Son, his only Son,
to suffer and to die for our sins. His life for your life, his pain for your gain. Here is the holiness of God. The death penalty is executed
against sin. The sins of God’s people are paid in full.
The cross of Christ is necessary to preserve both God’s love and God’s holiness in the salvation of God’s people. The German theologian
Emil Brunner explained that the cross of Christ “is the only place where the loving, forgiving, merciful God is revealed in such a way that
we perceive that his holiness and his love are equally infinite.”
Necessary to Save You
There is one other way in which the cross is necessary. It’s essential for your salvation. Anyone who wants to go to heaven must first go
to the cross. Eternal life is God’s free gift for anyone who believes that Jesus died for his or her sin on the cross.
Anyone who wants to go to heaven must first go to the cross.
Once a woman decided to become a member of the church she was attending, so she went to be interviewed by the church elders. The
woman’s theology was sound, but the elders felt uneasy. They weren’t sure she was a genuine Christian. So the elders asked her a followup question: “Do you believe that Jesus died on the cross, not just for the sins of others, but for your sins?” There was a long pause, and
finally the woman said, “I’ve never thought about it that way before.”
The elders explained to her that she needed to confess that she herself was one of the sinners for whom Christ died. That night she
believed Jesus died on the cross for her sins and she received him as her personal Savior.
That woman came to understand what everyone must understand to be saved: the necessity of the cross. The cross is necessary, not just
in a general way as part of God’s eternal plan, but necessary for your very own salvation from sin and death.
This article is adapted from the 2022 edition of The Heart of the Cross by James Montgomery Boice
and Philip Graham Ryken (P&R Publishing, 2022).
Did you like this article? See the original here:
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/cross-essential-christianity/

9

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GREATER CLEVELAND

Wednesdays in the Word

Women’s Small Group Bible Study
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
The Book of John
Starting at 10:00 AM via telephone
conferencing

Men’s Bible Study Group
God at Work: Live Each Day With
Purpose by Ken Costa
Facilitated by Pastor Kregg Burris
and Doug Clubine
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Every day God calls us to the
work we are doing. God is
interested not only in what we do
but how we do it. However,
finding purpose at work is one of
the most significant challenges of
our world today, and many of us
struggle to live out our faith in
the workplace. Does our work
matter to God? Is ambition good?
How do I cope with failure? How
do I make difficult decisions?
What is the best way to manage
stress? In this book, Ken Costa
addresses these fundamental
questions about our daily work.
As the author addresses these
questions, he will encourage us
to turn our work stations into
worship stations.
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Women’s Bible Study Group
Into the Word by Anne Graham
Lotz
Facilitated by Martha Lant and
Rev. Sandra Alexander
Starting at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
This book is described as a “rollup-your-sleeves
look
at
Scripture.” As noted by the
author, “These fifty-two weekly
studies
emphasize
personal
application and will draw you
directly into God’s Word…to love
Him more. Each lesson contains a
short reflection that considers our
present-day way of life, but the
richness in the lessons stem from
the connections to Scriptures in
the Old and New Testaments. As
explained by the publisher, the
author does not attempt to
explain her interpretation of the
Scriptures,
but
through
questioning leads the reader to
personally dig into Scripture. So,
please join the Women’s Bible
Study to discover God’s message
for yourself!

New Men’s Bible Study Group
1 Corinthians: The Authentic
Christian Life by Dr. David
Jeremiah
Facilitated by Eddie Wills and
Monroe Goins
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Paul, as the spiritual father of
the church in Corinth, pens
this letter to the Corinthians
to cease their misbehavior and
to remind them of who they
are in Christ. Corinth was the
commercial capital of the
region, and its citizens were
immersed in immorality. Paul
exhorts the Corinthians to live
as citizens of God’s kingdom
and to separate themselves
from the sinful practices of the
world. Come join this study
and learn what it means to be
a member of the body of
Christ and to genuinely love
one another.
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Thursdays in the Word
Women’s Bible Study Group
Bible Study Group
Psalms: Poetry, Praise, and Passionate
Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz
Prayer
Interpretation:
A
Bible
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
Commentary for Teaching and Preaching
Starting at 7:30 p.m. via Phone Conference
by James L. Mays
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-sleeves look at
Facilitated by Rev. David Chapman
Scripture.” As noted by the author, “These fifty-two weekly
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
studies emphasize personal application and will draw you
The Book of Psalms has been a favorite
directly into God’s Word…to love Him more. Each lesson
of Jewish and Christian believers for
contains a short reflection that considers our present-day way
centuries. For many of the faithful, this is
of life, but the richness in the lessons stem from the
the “go-to” book for divine guidance and
solace. But it is far more than a book of
connections to Scriptures in the Old and New Testaments. As
simple comfort and sentimentality. The
explained by the publisher, the author does not attempt to
psalmists
expressed
deep,
often
explain her interpretation of the Scriptures, but through
passionate emotions ranging between
questioning leads the reader to personally dig into Scripture.
exaltation and rage, triumph, and
So, please join the Women’s Bible Study to discover God’s
despair, all in the context of their
message for yourself!
relationship with the living God. Using a
layperson-level commentary written by
a widely respected scholar, this course
will survey principles for interpreting the
Women’s Small Group Bible Study
psalter, and examine more deeply
The Book of John
several individual and representative
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
psalms. Join us in studying this timeless
Starting at 10:45 AM via telephone
book of songs and poetry and learn to
conferencing
embrace more of the passion that is
central to our faith!
When God’s Spirit Moves by Pastor Jim Cymbala
Facilitated by Marty Capers
Sunday at Noon
According to Scripture, the Holy Spirit is our advocate, counselor, and comforter. God’s Spirit
dwells within us, seals us to the day of redemption, assists us in prayer, and baptizes us into
Discipleship
the Body of Christ. Yet, believers often neglect the study of the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of
Hour Classes
the Trinity. Pastor Cymbala believes that in this study you will learn:

Fridays in the Word

How to make room for the action of the Spirit in your life and in your church
How God wants to work through your gifts to empower you to help accomplish His plan
How to discern the voice of the Spirit in prayer and how to apply God’s Word to your life
How the Spirit can bring healing to your body, your emotions, and your relationships
How lives lived in the presence of the Spirit can transform the church
How your church can become a place where people expect to experience God’s presence
and His power.
You are invited to this life-changing study of God’s Spirit. It will leave you with a joyful
awareness of God’s nurturing and protective power in your life.
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Church Office: 216-932-7480
Children's Center: 216-371-9394
www.FirstBaptistCleveland.org
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

2022 FBC Lay Leadership
Moderator: Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator: Jennifer Whatley Williams
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns
Personnel: David Stevens
Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler
Discipleship: Dana Capers
Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts
Stewardship: Dan Brown
Finance & Property: Dr. Eddie Wills
Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal
Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

Serving in Ministry
Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes - Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Music Ministries
Don Verkuijlen - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music
Communications & Digital Media
Deidra Bekele - Director of Communications
Jeff Gordon - Video Production
Office
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Administrator
The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

