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My wife, Ann, had purchased some blueberries for a dessert she was making. She noticed mold growing on some of
the berries in the refrigerator after just a day or two. She pulled off a few of the infected berries on top, but as she
looked deeper into the berries, she found molded berries scattered throughout the box to the point they appeared to
be beyond the point of eating and decided to throw them out. The old proverb, "one bad apple spoils the barrel,”
seemed to have merit.  

This past week the Southern Baptist Convention held its annual meeting in California. At the top of its agenda was its
response to a damaging Guidepost Report released last month following a seven-month investigation containing
several explosive revelations. The nearly three hundred-page report showed that Southern Baptist Convention's
Executive Committee mishandled allegations of sex abuse, stonewalled numerous survivors, and prioritized
protecting the SBC from liability. It also demonstrated that D. August Boto, the committee's former vice president
and general counsel, and former SBC spokesman Roger Oldham kept their own private list of abusive ministers.

As I write this, I am waiting on the official response from the messengers of the SBC to the report, which should
result in a significant overhaul of policy and procedure to provide greater transparency and accountability in matters
of abuse and misconduct. In much the same manner that the Roman Catholic Church faced years of covering sexual
misconduct within the priesthood, the SBC will need to work diligently to regain credibility among its members and
the general public.

When the list of abusers came online, I reviewed the 703 names on the list. What I discovered was troublesome. Here
are a few of my observations. First, the list contains a wide range of congregations of Baptists: Fundamentalist,
Independent, Conservative, General Association of Regular Baptist (GARB), and many American Baptist Churches
USA. The list reveals that the problems are not limited to just the SBC. The second observation relates to the
timeframe involved. The list goes back to the early 1970s (40 years) and covers a wide geographical area, including a
few countries overseas. It reveals a long history of abuse, most of which was covered up. It should be noted that
some of the people on the list have died or have completed time in prison. Third, many of the names and information
were removed from the public release because there remained questions regarding allegations of abuse. Those who
were named were already made public through a criminal process.  

Other observations include that most of the abusers were white men. While many younger men were listed, the list
covered all ages. To be listed as a criminal offense, the abuse or misconduct had to be by those under the age of
consent or that they failed to disclose abuse to proper authorities. 

In a recent well-publicized case of sexual abuse by a pastor in the small town of Warsaw, Indiana, Rev. Bob Gephart
highlights an essential question about the list itself. Gephart was accused of grooming a fourteen-year-old girl from
his church and having consensual sex with her when she turned sixteen -about twenty years ago. (Current Indiana
state law does not prosecute consensual sex of a sixteen-year-old, a law that needs to change!) The matter was
hushed up by both the pastor and the young girl until it was recently exposed within a church service and uploaded
online to the attention around the world. In this case, the pastor may not have made the abuse list because he was
never criminally charged with a crime.

Most of the names on the list made local the news at the time, but the list combines them, revealing the more
significant problem.

In my review, one name caught my eye. As many know, I went to a conservative Christian college. During my junior
year, one of my classmates from West Virginia (also preparing for the ministry) was sitting across from me during
lunch in the school cafeteria. Without a word of explanation, he reached across the table with his dirty fork and ate
off my plate- my blueberry cobbler. I sat there in dumbfounded shock. (See- I still vividly remember the moment
forty years later!) In disbelief, I stopped eating, scolded him as I stood up, and left the table. I do not recall speaking
to him again and avoiding him following ‘the event.' Over the years, I hadn’t thought of him until reading his name on
the SBC abuser list. While he was serving a church in Kentucky in 2010, he was found guilty of four charges of
sodomy involving underage boys and spent eight years in prison. Wow.
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In the never-ending conflict between good and evil, evil can find its way into the church. Jesus’ own words, as
seen in the Lord’s Prayer, remind us of our need to trust in Him “and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from the evil.” Matthew 6:13. The lasting damage of these disclosures and how ecclesiastical bodies have handled
them have left a negative taste in the public’s mouth. Just as my wife went through the berries to throw out the
bad, only to discover bad ones throughout the box, she concluded to throw out the whole box. My concern is that
many will likewise not take the risk and walk away from the church.  

The truth be told, the church is still the mightiest of organizations to offer real solutions, hope, peace, and love
through the work and person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Denominational leadership had better get their houses in
order so as not to be a stumbling block to those hoping to find Jesus within their doors.

Blessings,

Pastor Kregg

Youth Ministry Cedar Point Trip
Thursday, June 16, 2022

Do you want to learn more about Youth
Ministry? Contact Ship Collins 
youth@firstbaptistcleveland.org
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Upcoming
Bible

Studies
Starting September 7, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 

1 Corinthians: The Authentic Christian Life 
by Dr. David Jeremiah 

New Men’s Bible Study Class 
Facilitated by Eddie Wills and Monroe Goins 

Paul, as the spiritual father of the church in Corinth, pens this
letter to the Corinthians to cease their misbehavior and to
remind them of who they are in Christ. Corinth was a center
for international commerce and its citizen were immersed in
immorality. Paul exhorts the Corinthians to live as citizens of
God’s kingdom and to separate themselves from the sinful
practices of the world. Come join this study and learn what it
means to be a member of the body of Christ and to genuinely
love one another. 
 
 

New Sunday Discipleship 
Starting September 11, 2022 at 12 p.m. 

Ephesians: The Inheritance We Have In Christ
 by Dr. David Jeremiah 

Facilitated by Marty Capers
 

Dr. Jeremiah shared that Ephesus was in a region engulfed in
spiritual wickedness and the location of a clash taking place
between Christianity and pagan religions. However, Paul saw
an opportunity to further the kingdom of God. In the letter to
the Ephesians, Paul guides the believers through their spiritual
inheritance in Christ. This inheritance moves them from death
to life and into God’s family. Because of this, they must “walk
worthy of their calling,” identify and use their spiritual gifts,
and put on the full armor of God. 



How do I get prayer requests to FBC? 
 

Join us on Sundays 9:15-9:55 in the courtyard  
or text your requests to Kregg at: 216-882-8555 

 
Intercessory Group Prayer via Zoom 

Thursdays 6 pm – 7 pm : Zoom call (devotions, discussion, and prayer) 
Contact Mari Schroeder for Zoom Link 

 
All other times – email: prayer@firstbaptistcleveland.org  - or call FBC office 

 
Want to be part of our prayer team?  

Send request to Mari at prayer@firstbaptistcleveland.org 
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Due to the high cost of printing and shipping of the
Offering Envelopes, we are asking the congregation
to please let us know if you are no longer interested
in receiving Offering Envelopes. Please call Star
Knuckles in the church office at 216.932.7480 and let
her know to take you off the list. Thank you!

Forty-niners is a group open to both couples and singles. You do not have to have been born in 49 nor be 49! It is a group
that meets with a variety of programs and social events. A good way to get to know fellow FBC members. It was started in
1949 (thus the name) for young couples looking for fellowship. It has evolved into presenting 10 events per year. Programs
are held at FBC on Sundays with lunch at 12;30 followed by a speaker at 1;00. Socials, which include the annual Christmas
Luncheon at various restaurants, theaters and other venues. WHO CAN JOIN? Any adult! The group is opened to all.

DUES - Cover administrative expenses and programs. Socials are paid for individually.
INTERESTED? Speak to Nan Leibold or Anne Eickmann

Would you like to join the 49ers?

mailto:prayer@firstbaptistcleveland.org
mailto:prayer@firstbaptistcleveland.org


Backpack Giveaway - East Cleveland Public Library, Saturday, Aug. 6th,
1-4 pm
Topgolf - Thursday, Aug. 11th, 6-9 pm
This event includes food, drink, and a golfing bay for participating FBC
youth families. If you have a guest/friends that would like to come, please
bring them along. Their cost would be $45.

Camp Koinonia - Friday, Oct. 14th - 4 pm until Oct. 15th - 3 pm
This event will include a cabin, campfire cookout, night hike, lunch,
dinner, breakfast, and a host of other activities. We are looking for adult
chaperones. If you have a guest/friends that would like to come, please
bring them along. Their cost would be $65.

Questions? Would you like to participate? 
Please contact Ship Collins for more information.
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VOLUNTEERVOLUNTEER  
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

Searching for Ways to put
your Faith in Action now?

The Mission and Social
Concerns Cluster always

has an opportunity beyond
the sanctuary to serve
within the community!

Meals at Calvary can always use donations (Meals To Go) for a complete
list of ways to help please Contact Tina Marr at tmarr55.tm@gmail.com
Kairos Ministry is always looking for Store Purchased Cookies for the
Mens' Prison Ministry. Contact Brian Broadbent
brian.f.broadbent@outlook.com
Our Refugee Resettlement Boxes are always located near the Portico and
will be labeled for specific items of need
Volunteer for Pads? Contact Delesia 216-314-9805
Volunteer for produce distribution? Contact Karen 216-496-5672
Volunteer for gardening? Contact Kim Kidd Collins 440-622-2670

Healthy Biblical Habits
Bring Your First Thoughts of the Day to God in the Morning in Prayer!

In the morning, O LORD, hear my voice. In the morning
I lay my needs in front of you, and I wait. Psalm 5:3

mailto:tmarr55.tm@gmail.com
mailto:brian.f.broadbent@outlook.com
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Daniel Mizener  7/2
Elizabeth Park 7/2

Dalia Zemaityte 7/3
Marti Barbins 7/4
Evon Gocan 7/6
Karla Gocan 7/7

Yan Ling 7/8
Kayla Davis 7/9

Tamara Turner 7/9
 

BirthdaysBirthdays
AugustAugust

Bryce Fielding 8/1
Martha Stromann 8/1

Mary Wild 8/4
Chris Wright 8/7

Anita Hamdan 8/8
Middy Crellin 8/12

"On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress unanimously adopted the Declaration of
Independence, announcing the colonies’ separation from Great Britain. The Constitution provides
the legal and governmental framework for the United States, however, the Declaration, with its
eloquent assertion “all Men are created equal,” is equally beloved by the American people." -Library of
Congress - https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-04/

David Cumming 8/12
Monica Sturgis 8/13
Darryl Robinson 8/17

Christopher Tillman 8/18
Don Crellin 8/19

Gregory Bagley 8/22

Sylvia Workman 8/22
Mari Jenkins 8/24

Tammy Gordon 8/29
Joseph Belhobek 8/30

Brooksandra Harville 8/30

Charlotte Bull 7/16
Rita Chandler 7/19
Nan Leibold 7/20

Amy Hise 7/22
Sunny Onyeacholem 7/22

Betty Daniels 7/24
Gentrias Farmer 7/25
Barbara Walker 7/25
Deidra Bekele 7/25

Jessica Chapman-Martinez 7/26
Dou Clubine 7/27

Patricia Clubine 7/27
Hannah Gordon 7/28
Jordan Stevens 7/28

Richard Anderson 7/30
 

Clint Evans 7/30
Hannah Ruhoff 7/30

Alex Cicco 7/31

https://guides.loc.gov/declaration-of-independence
https://guides.loc.gov/constitution
https://www.loc.gov/resource/bdsdcc.02101


Dear FBCGC Congregation,

In the short time I've been serving as Director of Communications, one of the biggest things I
believe we could use improvement on is higher quality photography for our website and social
media. But I can't do any of this without your help. The beautiful thing about smart phones is that
you already have a high quality camera built into it! So, this is where I am asking for help; when you
volunteer, when you attend a concert, or an event sponsored by the church, or events at church-
would you mind sending me a few photos? I would like to build up an online stock portfolio of
images sent by everyone, and make it accessible to all for any need. If you would be willing to send
me photos, please do so by email dbekele@firstbaptistcleveland.org. In a year's time, my hope is to
take all of those photos we've built up and add them as a gallery on the church website.

I would like to thank you for participating in this photo project with me.

Sincerely, 

Deidra Bekele

FBCGC PHOTO PROJECT
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First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
Men’s Fellowship Evening

July 6, 2022, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Theme: Kingdom Men
Scripture: Matthew 6:33 "But seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to
you."

Pastor Jerry L. Birch
Co-founder of Abundant Grace Fellowship
NBA Players’ Chaplin for the Cleveland Cavaliers
Author of No Rings in Heaven Only Crowns

American Baptist Women’s Ministries of Greater Cleveland
Meeting and Luncheon at 

First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland

God blessed us with a glorious time to praise and worship Him.
Pastor Christine Smith delivered a dynamic and motivating
message which charged all of us to become agents of change.
The women were also blessed with an opportunity to
fellowship with friends and to make many new acquaintances.

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing

with grace in your hearts to the Lord." 
Colossians 3:16
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My name is Eddie Szalay. I graduated from
Shaker Heights High School. I played ice
hockey in Shaker for 9 years and baseball
for 10 years. Throughout my senior year of
high school, I also worked for the Shaker
Heights Recreation Department. At First
Baptist, I participated in several, Faith in
Action days and I really enjoyed being in
the live nativity Christmas pageant for a
few years. I plan to work part-time and
then enter a police academy when I turn 21.
I hope to become a police officer and serve
in the Shaker Heights Police Department or
another local community.

Kaitlyn Gocan graduated with a Bachelor’s
of Science in Management in Finance and
Management from the A.B. Freeman School
of Business at Tulane University. After
graduation, Kaitlyn will be moving to
Charlotte, North Carolina. She will be
working for Wells Fargo as Corporate
Banking Financial Analyst in the Healthcare
group. Kaitlyn’s favorite memories at FBC
are praise dancing, the live pageant,
performing in West Side Story, feeding the
homeless, singing in the praise team, and
vacation bible school.

Cami Fielding is part of the class of 2022
and is excited to be attending the
University of Cincinnati in the fall. She
will be majoring in Psychology with
current hopes of becoming a lawyer,
but that is always changing. During her
high school career she played volleyball,
and went the farthest in school history
to finish out her senior year, she danced
and did the choreography, played violin
in the school orchestra, sang in the
choir, and was President of HB’s
Christian Fellowship. Her favorite
church memories are the old youth
Christmas parties. Cami is excited to
see what her future holds!

I am Simon Bopple, Shaker Heights High
School Class of 2022. Over the years, I
have been involved in many community
service projects through Boy Scouts as
well as participating in Faith In Action
food drives with FBC. Some of my
favorite memories of First Baptist are
shepherding in the Christmas Eve
pageants and having great fun in Elevate
with Pastor Jeff. I have been a swimmer
for ten years and plan to continue on the
swim team at Ohio Northern University
this fall where I will be majoring in
accounting.

My Name is Thaddeus Coiner & I will
be graduating from Tri-C receiving
an Applied Business Degree with a
focus in Visual Communication. 

My major was Web & Interactive
Media. I have been a part of the First
Baptist Church family for 10 years
now & I feel blessed to be a part of
the church family. After graduating, I
plan on getting a job that focuses on
Design & potentially might go for my
Bachelor’s Degree.

I am Jake Bopple and I graduated from Miami
University on May 14th with a bachelor’s degree
in mechanical engineering. While at Miami, I
participated in Engineers Without Borders and
worked on a project in Wyandot County which
helped a local community with water supply. As
an Eagle Scout, I have been a part of many
community service projects as well as a
landscaping project here at FBC. Some of my
favorite memories with FBC were my involvement
in Christmas Eve services, youth musicals with
Miss Laura, and my baptism many years ago. I am
currently interviewing for engineering positions
and am working at Shaker Heights Country Club.

My name is Tobili Hatcher and I am a recent graduate of Cleveland State University having
earned my Masters of Business Administration. During my time in graduate school, I have
kept busy with my community involvement with The Greater Cleveland Food Bank & the
Cleveland Council of Black Colleges Alumni Association. I’ve also continued to work with
The Aspire Program at Hathaway Brown as an 8th Grade Core Teacher and year-round
volunteer. Some of my favorite church memories include our mission trip to Nicaragua in
2017 and helping out with the mobile food pantry. Currently, I work at my undergrad alma
mater, Case Western Reserve University as an Assistant Director of Alumni Engagement
for The Alumni Association. I look forward to continuing to grow in this role as I look for a
position in the retail corporate field.



Moderator: Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator: Jennifer Whatley Williams
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns
Personnel: David Stevens
Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler 
Discipleship: Dana Capers
Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts
Stewardship: Dan Brown
Finance & Property: Dr. Eddie Wills
Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal
Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2022 FBC Lay Leadership

Serving in Ministry
Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes - Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry

Music Ministries
Don Verkuijlen - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

Communications & Digital Media
Deidra Bekele - Director of Communications
Jeff Gordon - Video Production

Office
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Administrator

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

TOWER TIDINGS
3630 Fairmount Blvd.

Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Church Office: 216-932-7480
Children's Center: 216-371-9394
www.FirstBaptistCleveland.org
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org


