APRIL 2022

TOWER
TIDINGS
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF GREATER CLEVELAND

He Is Risen!

Easter Schedule
Palm Sunday April 10, 2022
No bible study on wednesday April 13, 2022

Maundy Thursday April 14, 2022
Communion service 7pm
Traditional worship with choir singing
John Ferguson's St. John Passion
Prayer Vigil 8pm-8am in Fireside Room

Good Friday April 15, 2022
Community Service at St. Paul's 12pm-3pm
Pastor Kregg will be speaking

Easter Sunday April 17, 2022
Unified Worship Service 10am
Easter Egg Hunt following the service
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PASTOR'S PAGE
Rev. Dr. Kregg Burris
Historians often use cataclysmic events as markers of periods or eras. Nations at war typify such markers. The
current conflict in Ukraine seems to be a problematic war rising from Putin's military expansionism to recreate a
Neo-Russian empire. Putin envisions himself as the modern version of Vladimir Lenin, holding an iron fist of Joseph
Stalin. All the while, the world has united with Ukraine in solidarity as the Russian invasion awoke memories of Nazi
Germany’s march across Europe in the late 1930s into the 1940s.
The dark use of authority is difficult to resist when one is empowered to obtain whatever they desire. Surrounded by
people who regurgitate whatever the leader wants to hear, such power can be cold and calculated. The objective of
desire can be justified with or without any other reason than the leader wills it to be so.
Jesus understood the abuses of power when the will’s objective diminishes human life or personal integrity. Caiaphas,
the High Priest, set the course for Jesus to die at the hands of the Romans to maintain the status quo of political
power. He stated, "it would be good if one man died instead of the whole nation.” ESV John 18:14. Murder to save the
nation becomes the ethos.
Pontus Pilot questioned Jesus but found him to be a religious zealot not worthy of death by the rule of Roman law.
Yet, the dark powers of the Sanhedrin questioned his loyalty to Rome. Pilate wanted to set Jesus free. But the crowd
again yelled, “If you set this man free, you are no friend of the Emperor! Anyone who claims to be a king is an enemy
of the Emperor.” (John 19:12). In the end, Pilot yielded to the fear of losing his place of prominence.
Judas Iscariot was a trusted disciple of Jesus, yet the internal struggle of his true nature could not accept Jesus’
claims of divinity. He walked with Jesus but didn’t follow. The dark use of authority called for him to trade in his
association with Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. In the end, his association with Jesus was sold at a negotiated price,
and that a price into monetary value. The love of money is the root of all sorts of evil.
Peter struggled with the dark use of authority, often portraying himself as the most important of the twelve, “even
though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.” -Matthew 26:33. He even questioned his position
among the others after the resurrection, as seen in questioning the place of John, the beloved in John 21:21, “What
about him?”
His transformation in the book of Acts came about by yielding himself to the power of the Spirit of God, Pentecostal
power based upon submission and sacrifice. It is the work of the Spirit who enables us to see ourselves as our
authentic selves. Forgiveness, mercy, humility, and kindness steam out of a release from the grasp of the
authoritarian self.
It is the power of God that can free us from self grandiosity, greed, lust, and the necessity to exert our control over
those we are responsible for and instead yield ourselves to using positions of authority to accomplish the works
which can improve the quality of life. In this, we see leadership compelled by justice and mercy, compassion, and a
quest for peace.
The message of Resurrection validated the divinity of Jesus as the Christ, Son of the Eternal God, and authenticated
his teaching as the Word of God. Our hope for a better world is found when we submit ourselves to the person of
Jesus as our Lord and Savior and live by His Word.
While we find ourselves living in a broken, war-torn world, we are called to be distinct from this world as we follow
our Lord to expand the kingdom of heaven on earth. Amid war, there can be found compassion. Amid conflict, there
can be examples of peace. Amid the despair, there can be found faith and hope. As we gather this year to celebrate
Easter, we are reminded that suffering and sacrifice (the way of the cross) provide victory and joy because it is the
pathway to good and a destination of love.

In Christ,

Kregg Burris
Rev. Dr. Kregg Burris
Sr. Pastor
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If you hear some rumbling about, be careful. It’s not

Happy Healthy You is a series of zoom discussions over

thunder. You see there was a boy named Jack who

how you can take better care of your mental health.

lived with his mother in a run-down home. They

Parents and students in grades 8-12 are invited to these

were a bit down on their luck until one day he woke

talks in person or on zoom. All start times are 6 pm.

up to find a beanstalk in his yard. His curiosity got

Each topic covers self esteem, suicide prevention,

the best of him, and he climbed up the stalk into the

anxiety, and the struggle of balancing life in a digital

heavens.

age; or "The Internet Dilemma."

The wonders that awaited him were beyond his

Our Speakers:

wildest dreams. Gold pieces the size of dinner plates,

Chardé Hollins, a Licensed Clinical Social Worker

magical hens laying golden eggs…even giants!
What happens next? Well, you’ll just have to wait and
see! Join the Happy Ending Lyric Players as we take
you Into the Woods. This beloved Stephen Sondheim
masterpiece is coming to FBC this spring and we
can’t wait to share this tale with you. Tickets are

Talks on Internet Dilemma & Suicide Prevention
and Self Care
Lauri Pierce, a Licensed Independent Social Worker

Talks on The Kids Aren’t Alright - Mental Health Anxiety & Self Esteem

Dates to Look Out For:
5/19/22 Talk on suicide prevention by Lauri

available now!

8/4/22 Talk on Anxiety by Chardé
11/10/22 Talk on Self Esteem by Lauri

BUY TICKETS
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FBCGC

is

looking

for

a

summer intern to help with
Do you want to help make a difference for those
suffering in Ukraine? The American Baptist

Internship
Opportunity!

food prep and much more!
This is a great resume booster
for high school or college

Churches USA are donating towards relief

students seeking to broaden

efforts for many that are affected by this

their

tragedy.

volunteer hours. Apply Here

skillset

or

put

in

Learn More

It is that time of the year again to plan for our
American Baptist Church annual giving America for
Christ

Offering

-

through

ministries

with

marginalized children, mission trips that transform
lives torn asunder by hurricanes, resources that
cultivate Christian leaders, chaplains who bring
comfort to hospitals and nursing homes, and much
more.
One Great Hour of Sharing - administered by the
World Relief Committee of the Board of General

Tuesdays and Thursdays

Ministries of American Baptist Churches USA. The

6:00-8:00 PM.

committee facilitates American Baptist emergency

RSVP to Ship:
youth@firstbaptistcleveland.org
Learn More

relief disaster rehabilitation, refugee work and
development assistance.
World Mission Offering.-Every September and
October, congregations come together for a time
of awareness, advocacy and action for global
mission. Churches across the country celebrate

Americorps VISTA

and support the ministries that God is using to

The Mission and Social Concerns Cluster is proud

transform the world.

to announce receipt of a VISTA worker. The

Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering - a

program started in 1965 is designed for capacity
building activities such as grant writing, research,
where they gain experience and leadership skills
while supporting our church in a variety of
productive

ways.

This

opportunity

prepares

members for a life of service in the public, private,
or nonprofit sector.

long-standing tradition established in 1977 which
supports

ministers,

missionaries

and

their

widowed spouses who have devoted 15 or more
years of their lives to service in ABCUSA.
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CAMP
KOINONIA
"Koinonia Camp & Conference Center is a ministry
dedicated to changing lives. Those who visit the
camp have an opportunity to swim, fish, canoe,
horseback ride, play paintball, take a hike on a
wooded trail, and so much more. Our trained
facilitators are always willing to lead groups to a
better understanding of leadership, group dynamics,
and personal assessment, while using the natural
terrain and our many low initiatives. Our regulation
sized athletic field is a great place for soccer camps,
football camps, marching band camps or to simply
play Frisbee as a group. Whether a visitor comes as a
summer camper or with a school group, they always
find a friendly smile, clean facilities, and wonderful
food to help make their stay a memorable one.
Here are all the summer camp dates for 2022:
Special Person’s Camp: June 8th–11th
Advanced Horsemanship Camp: June 8th–14th
Junior High Camp: June 26th –July 1st
Elementary Camp: June 19th–24th
Primary Camp: June 19th-22nd
Horsemanship Camp: June 19th–24th
Elementary Horse Camp: June 26th– July 1st
Paintball Camp: July 3rd–8th
Junior & Senior High Horse Camp: July 3rd-8th
Senior High Camp: July 10th–15th
First Timer’s Camp: July 22nd–23rd
Youth Special Person’s Horse Camp: July 31st–August
3rd
Adult Special Person’s Horse Camp: August 3rd-6th
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The Mission and Social Concerns
Cluster will offer a scholarship help
to any kids interested in camp!
Pastor's Retreat

Registration

Camp Koinonia

YOUTH
MINISTRY
SCHEDULE
Student Drop In - Every Tuesday and Thursday, 68pm
VBS - June 1,8, 15
Backpack packing - Thursday, June 16th, 5-7 pm
Cedar Point - Saturday, June 18th, 8:00 am 8:00 pm
This
event
will
include
transportation,
entrance into the park, and all-day dining free
of charge for participating FBC youth families.
We are looking for adult chaperones. If you
have a guest/friends that would like to come,
please bring them along. Their cost would be
$135.
Backpack Giveaway - East Cleveland Public Library,
Saturday, Aug. 6th, 1-4 pm
Topgolf - Thursday, Aug. 11th, 6-9 pm
This event includes food, drink, and a golfing bay for
participating FBC youth families. If you have a
guest/friends that would like to come, please bring
them along. Their cost would be $45.
Camp Koinonia - Friday, Oct. 14th - 4 pm until Oct.
15th - 3 pm
This event will include a cabin, campfire cookout,
night hike, lunch, dinner, breakfast, and a host of
other activities. We are looking for adult chaperones.
If you have a guest/friends that would like to come,
please bring them along. Their cost would be $65.

APRIL HAPPENINGS
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GREATER CLEVELAND

Searching for Ways to put your Faith in Action now?
The Mission and Social Concerns Cluster always has an opportunity
beyond the sanctuary to serve within the community!
Meals at Calvary can always use donations (Meals To Go) for a complete list of ways to help
contact Tina Marr at tmarr55.tm@gmail.com
Kairos Ministry is always looking for Store Purchased Cookies for the Mens' Prison Ministry.
Contact Brian Broadbent brian.f.broadbent@outlook.com
PADS on wheels is the latest additional initiative for young women and girls in and around the
Greater Cleveland and East Cleveland area. Contact robinson.delesia@yahoo.com
Walk For Hunger Saturday, June 4, 2022 and the Mobile Pantry Produce Giveaway will begin on
Saturday, May 6, 2022.
Contact Karen Gill to register kgill@firstbaptistcleveland.org
Our Refugee Resettlement Boxes are always located near the Portico and will be labeled for
specific items of need
As a part of the 40 days of the Lenten Season please consider service to others as a part of
your reflection and sacrifices.

Children's Ministry Updates
Children are invited to join us for in-person classes on the first and third Sunday each month,
9:45-11:15am. K-5th will meet in Wheaton and children through age 4 will meet in room 104, on the
first floor of the Children's Center. Our next in-person meeting will be April 3rd.

Questions? Contact us!
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l
i
r
p
A days

Birth

4/2 - Marla Evans
4/4 - Virginia Alt
4/7 - Shaina Brewer
4/7 - Lois Krajcovic
4/8 - James Shelley
4/9 - Barbara Baus
4/11 - John Negus
4/12 - Ashlie Dyer
4/13 - Lavinia Raffoul
4/13 - Phyllis Ruppert
4/15 - Leslie Brown
4/17 - Lindsay Evans
4/20 - Julie Stern
4/22 - Francina Caldwell
4/23 - Melvin Garthrite
4/23 - Lissy Gulick
4/24 - Gwen Dyer
4/26 - Jennifer Bopple
4/26 - Traci Hixson
4/27 - Joan Parajon
4/27 - Laura Parajon
4/29 - James Knauf
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4/30 - Vincent Tillman

Covid-19
Policy
Update
The Council of the First Baptist Church of
Greater Cleveland on March 22, 2022 adopted an
updated Covid-19 policy based upon the
recommendation the Re-Entry Task Force which
is as follows:
1. We encourage everyone to be fully
vaccinated.
2. If a person is not fully vaccinated, we would
ask them to wear masks; otherwise, masks
are now optional.
3. Social distancing is no longer required.
4. At this time, coffee hour will be in the
courtyard weather permitting.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GREATER CLEVELAND

Wednesdays in the Word

Women’s Small Group Bible Study
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
The Book of John
Starting at 10:00 AM via telephone
conferencing

Men’s Bible Study Group
God at Work: Live Each Day With
Purpose by Ken Costa
Facilitated by Pastor Kregg Burris
and Doug Clubine
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Every day God calls us to the
work we are doing. God is
interested not only in what we do
but how we do it. However,
finding purpose at work is one of
the most significant challenges of
our world today, and many of us
struggle to live out our faith in
the workplace. Does our work
matter to God? Is ambition good?
How do I cope with failure? How
do I make difficult decisions?
What is the best way to manage
stress? In this book, Ken Costa
addresses these fundamental
questions about our daily work.
As the author addresses these
questions, he will encourage us
to turn our work stations into
worship stations.

Women’s Bible Study Group
Into the Word by Anne Graham
Lotz
Facilitated by Martha Lant and
Rev. Sandra Alexander
Starting at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
This book is described as a
“roll-up-your-sleeves look at
Scripture.” As noted by the
author, “These fifty-two weekly
studies emphasize personal
application and will draw you
directly into God’s Word…to
love Him more. Each lesson
contains a short reflection that
considers our present-day way
of life, but the richness in the
lessons
stem
from
the
connections to Scriptures in
the Old and New Testaments.
As explained by the publisher,
the author does not attempt to
explain her interpretation of
the Scriptures, but through
questioning leads the reader to
personally dig into Scripture.
So, please join the Women’s
Bible Study to discover God’s
message for yourself!

Men’s Bible Study Group
The Passion Translation: The
Passion Life Bible Study Series: The
Book of Hebrews: Living Faith
General Editor: Dr. Brian Simmons
Facilitated by Eddie Wills and
Monroe Goins
Starting at 7:00 PM via Zoom
Come, join the Men’s Bible Study
and
deepen
your
biblical
understanding of the book of
Hebrews. As stated by the author,
“The book of Hebrews presents
Jesus
as
gloriously
divine,
wonderfully human, and the
fulfillment of the Old Testament. It
is also one of God’s greatest gifts to
His church as it provides an
expository look at the person, life,
covenant, sacrifice, and ministry of
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is indeed
greater than all others.” This
magnificent book of the Bible leaves
the reader with an incredibly rich
understanding that “Jesus is better
than everything that had come
before and that would come after
him.” Hebrews is relevant to every
believer today. For it clearly states
that Jesus is the same yesterday,
and today and forever. Hebrews
also contains the verse that
sustains us through challenges as it
reminds us that faith is confidence
in what we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see. So, come
let’s spur one another on as we
meet to learn more about Jesus, our
high Priest, who offered for all time
one sacrifice for sins.
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Thursdays in the Word
Bible Study Group
Psalms: Poetry, Praise, and Passionate
Prayer
Interpretation:
A
Bible
Commentary
for
Teaching
and
Preaching
by James L. Mays
Facilitated by Rev. David Chapman
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
The Book of Psalms has been a
favorite of Jewish and Christian
believers for centuries. For many of
the faithful, this is the “go-to” book for
divine guidance and solace. But it is far
more than a book of simple comfort
and sentimentality. The psalmists
expressed deep, often passionate
emotions ranging between exaltation
and rage, triumph, and despair, all in
the context of their relationship with
the living God. Using a layperson-level
commentary written by a widely
respected scholar, this course will
survey principles for interpreting the
psalter, and examine more deeply
several individual and representative
psalms. Join us in studying this
timeless book of songs and poetry and
learn to embrace more of the passion
that is central to our faith!
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Women’s Bible Study Group
Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
Starting at 7:30 p.m. via Phone Conference
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-sleeves look at
Scripture.” As noted by the author, “These fifty-two weekly
studies emphasize personal application and will draw you
directly into God’s Word…to love Him more. Each lesson
contains a short reflection that considers our present-day way
of life, but the richness in the lessons stem from the
connections to Scriptures in the Old and New Testaments. As
explained by the publisher, the author does not attempt to
explain her interpretation of the Scriptures, but through
questioning leads the reader to personally dig into Scripture.
So, please join the Women’s Bible Study to discover God’s
message for yourself!

Fridays in the Word
Women’s Small Group Bible Study
The Book of John
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
Starting at 10:45 AM via telephone
conferencing

Sunday at Noon
Discipleship Hour Classes
Not A Fan: Becoming A Completely Committed
Follower of Jesus by Kyle Idleman
Facilitated by Tammy Gordon
This 6-week study will draw you into the question “Are you a follower or
a fan of Jesus Christ?” The class will begin each week with a 30-minute
video segment of a story following a family in crisis interspersed with
the Biblical principles being highlighted by the drama’s real-world
situation. Included in the class is a 40-day devotional book for private
study and reflection as we challenge ourselves with the question “Am I
just a fan or am I a follower?”.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GREATER CLEVELAND

Deidra Bekele
When God’s Spirit Moves by Pastor Jim
Cymbala
Facilitated by Marty Capers
According to Scripture, the Holy Spirit is
our advocate, counselor, and comforter.
God’s Spirit dwells within us, seals us to
the day of redemption, assists us in
prayer, and baptizes us into the Body of
Christ. Yet, believers often neglect the
study of the Holy Spirit, the Third Person
of the Trinity. Pastor Cymbala believes
that in this study you will learn:
How to make room for the action of
the Spirit in your life and in your
church
How God wants to work through your
gifts to empower you to help
accomplish His plan
How to discern the voice of the Spirit
in prayer and how to apply God’s
Word to your life
How the Spirit can bring healing to
your body, your emotions, and your
relationships
How lives lived in the presence of the
Spirit can transform the church
How your church can become a place
where people expect to experience
God’s presence and His power.

Contact Me
Email: dbekele@firstbaptistcleveland.org
Thank you so much for the opportunity to serve as your new
Communications Director. Let me tell you a little more about
myself. I grew up in Peoria Illinois, and finished my Bachelor's
in Digital Communications at Eureka College. I have worked
in a variety of different industries; from adoption all the way
to agriculture. My husband and I live in Parma, and we both
actively serve in a Baptist church in our area. We have two
dogs, a lot of goldfish, and my husband immigrated from
Ethiopia to the United States when he was seventeen. I am a
big animal lover, social media enthusiast, and are excited to
bring glory to God through this new role.

You are invited to this life-changing study
of God’s Spirit. It will leave you with a
joyful awareness of God’s nurturing and
protective power in your life.
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3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118
Church Office: 216-932-7480
Children's Center: 216-371-9394
www.FirstBaptistCleveland.org
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

2022 FBC Lay Leadership
Moderator: Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator: Jennifer Whatley Williams
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns
Personnel: David Stevens
Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler
Discipleship: Dana Capers
Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts
Stewardship: Dan Brown
Finance & Property: Dr. Eddie Wills
Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal
Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

Serving in Ministry
Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes - Associate
Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Music Ministries
Don Verkuijlen - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music
Communications & Digital Media
Deidra Bekele - Director of Communications
Jeff Gordon - Video Production
Office
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Administrator
The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

