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Modern Day Lent
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Let’s look forward to what’s coming. Spring is
around the corner and bringing with it soft rains,
blooming flowers, jacket weather, and the smell of
growing things. Let this spring also be about hope,
personal growth, new beginnings, renewal, and rebirth.
The winter is passing, and the world around us is awakened.
Within this season of Spring, we prepare for the
celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. The church has
set aside a forty-day window to prepare ourselves for
that celebration. This period known as Lent begins in
winter but ends within spring. Historically, prayer, fasting,
sacrifice has a way to identify with Jesus in both his
teaching and in his example.
I came upon an article written by a Roman Catholic
priest, Father Stephen Freeman, entitled, ‘A Modern Lent.’
Incidentally, Baptists celebrate Lent in terms of its intent
rather than its liturgical expression. Lent begins this year
with Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022.
“Few things are as problematic in the modern world as
fasting. It is not simply the act of changing the eating habits
that we find difficult – it’s the whole concept of fasting
and what it truly entails. It comes from another world.
We understand dieting – changing how we eat to
improve our look or feel. But changing how we eat to
know God or to keep a feast of the Church rightly – this
is foreign. Our first question is often, “How does that
work?” We live in a culture of utility – we want to know
the use of things. Underneath the question of utility is
the demand that something makes sense to me and that
I will be able to ultimately take charge of it, use it as I
see fit, and shape it according to my desires. Perhaps the
fast could be improved?
Our modern self-understanding sees people primarily as
individual centers of choice and decision. People are seen
as the product of their choices and decisions – our lives
are self-authenticated. As such, we are managers.
Of course, there are many problems with this world view
from the perspective of Classical Christianity. Though we
are free to make choices and decisions, our freedom is
not unlimited. The most significant part of our lives is
not self-determined. Much of the rhetoric of modernity is
aimed towards those with wealth and power. It privileges
their stories and mocks the weakness of those without
power with promises that are rarely if ever, fulfilled.
Our lives are a gift from God and not of our own making.
The Classical Christian spiritual life is not marked by
choice and self-determination: it is characterized by self-

Modern Day Lent
emptying and the way of the Cross.
When a modern Christian confronts the season of Lent
– the question often becomes: “What do I want to give
up for Lent?” The intention is good, but the question is
wrong. Lent quickly becomes yet another life choice, a
consumer’s fast.
The practice of the traditional fast has been dramatically
diminished over the past few centuries. The Catholic
Church has modified its requirements and streamlined
Lenten fasting (today, it includes only abstaining from
meat on the Fridays of Lent – which makes them similar
to all the other Fridays of the year). The Protestant
Churches that observe the season of Lent offer no formal
guidelines for Lenten practice. The individual is left on
their own.
Does any of this matter? Why should Christians in the
modern world concern themselves with a traditional
practice?
What is at stake in the modern world is our humanity.
The notion that we are self-authenticating individuals is
simply false. We do not bring ourselves into existence – it
is a gift. And the more significant part of what constitutes
our lives is merely a given – a gift. It is not always a gift
that someone is happy with – they would like themselves
to be other than they are. But the myth of the modern
world is that we do create ourselves and our lives – our
identities are imagined to be of our own making. We are
only whom we choose to be. A myth is exceptionally wellsuited for undergirding a culture built on consumption.
Identity can be had at a price.
But the only truly authentic human life is the one we
receive as a gift from God. The spirituality of choice and
consumption under the guise of freedom is an emptiness.
The identity we create is an ephemera, a product of
imagination and the market. The marketplace habits
serve to enslave us – Lent is a call to freedom.
Thus, a beginning for a modern Lent is to repent from the
contemporary world itself. By this, I mean renouncing the
notion that you are a self-generated, self-authenticating
individual. You are not defined by your choices and
decisions, much less by your career and shopping. You
begin by acknowledging that God alone is Lord (and
you are not). Your life has meaning and purpose only
about God. The most fundamental practice of such Godcentered living is the giving of thanks.
Renounce trying to improve yourself and become
Continued on page 3

Continued from page 2
something. You are not a work in progress. If you are
working – then you are God’s work. “For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in”
(Eph 2:10).
Do not plan to have a “good Lent” or imagine what
a “good Lent” would be. Give up judging – especially
judging yourself. Get out of the center of your world. Lent
is not about you. It is about Christ.
Pray. Fasting without praying is called “the Fast of
Demons” because demons never eat, but they never
beg. We fast as a means of drawing closer to God. Your
fasting and your prayer should be balanced as much as
possible. If you fast strictly, then you should pray for
extended periods. If you fast lightly, then your prayers
may be lighter as well. The point is to be single – for
prayer and fasting to be a single thing.
Prayer and fasting should be merciful (giving stuff away,
especially money). You cannot be too generous. Your
understanding should be as invisible as possible to
others, except in your kindness to all. Spend less, give
away more.
Fast from watching/reading the news and having/
expressing opinions. The information is not presented to
keep you informed. It is often inaccurate and serves the
primary purpose of political propaganda and consumer
frenzy. Neither is good for the soul. Opinions are deeply
destructive to the soul’s health. Ideas are not adequately
considered, necessary beliefs. They are passions that
pass themselves off as thoughts or beliefs. The need to
express them reveals their passionate nature.
The words of Isaiah come to mind:
Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who
have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine
and milk Without money and price. Why do you spend
money for what is not bread, And your wages for what
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is
good, And let your soul delight itself in fatness (Isa 55:1-2).”
Blessings,

Pastor Kregg Burris
Senior Pastor

By Dan Mizener

Every year during the Annual Meeting the Moderator has
the privilege and honor to recognize some outstanding
congregation members for their efforts over the previous
year with the G Michael Skerrit Award. The award
recognizes those who went above and beyond with their
time, talents, and treasures in volunteering around FBC
and during our different events. This year it was my
pleasure to recognize LeShun “Ship” Collins, Kelley Plats,
and Karen Gill. There are many others who I could have
also recognized with this award so please know your
Moderator appreciates all of you, but these three amazing
people were this year’s recipients.
Here are a few of some of their many activities and
volunteer efforts.
Ship Collins
• Cleveland Life Institute, First Baptist Church of Greater
Cleveland, Board of Directors
• Delivering the Message at FBC
• Opioid Initiative Discussion Series for Youth at FBC
• FBC “Bookbag” give away, at ECPL
• Cleveland Rape Crisis Center, Board Member
• Director of Youth Ministry, FBC
• Stephen Minister, FBC
• “Hot topics for Youth” speaker series Facilitator, FBC
Kelley Plats
• Rock of Faith Events (Conversation, Concert,
Distribution of NARCAN)
• Walk for Hunger
• Worship Participation
• Children’s Ministry
• Christmas Activities Planning and Participant
• Avid cookie and treat baker
• Easter Egg Hunt Video
Karen Gill
• Member of the Hunger Network’s Walk for Hunger + 5K
Committee representing FBC
• Served as the Team Captain for this year’s FBC team
and helped organize fundraising efforts
• Worked with the Cleveland Food Bank to organize our
Mobile Pantry from May to October
• Organized a school supply drive for our Mobile Pantry
• Performed in Rock of Faith and helped behind the scenes
• Sings with the Praise Team
• Resident costume extraordinaire, making our actors and
actresses look fabulous
On behalf of the FBC congregation, our leadership, and
our community, THANK YOU to all three of you. You are
great examples of how we are the hands and feet of Christ.
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First Baptist Church Welcomes Don Verkuijlen
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FBC’s new Music Director and Organist
effective March 2, 2022
Carole Negus led a very professional search that resulted
in the identification of an exceptionally talented and
dedicated musician, and an invitation to become the new
Music Director and Organist at First Baptist, effective
March 2, which he accepted. Don Verkuijlen (ver-KUH-lin)
will lead his first FBC Chancel Choir rehearsal Thursday,
March 3. His first participation in a Sunday worship service
will be Sunday, March 6.
The search committee included Search Committee
Director Carole Negus, and members Betty Meyers,
Brian Kozak, Kregg Burris, Charie Babcock, Becky
Chapman, David Cumming, Tina Marr, Helen Safarova,

By Mike
Mike Skerritt
Skerritt
By

and Mike Skerritt. Three exceptionally talented individuals
expressed interest in the position when it was announced.
One had to drop out, but the committee interviewed the
remaining two applicants, once via Zoom, and then with
a live audition. Each candidate was asked to a) prepare
and conduct a piece that the choir then performed with
the FBC Praise Team, b) prepare and conduct a Chancel
Choir anthem, and c) play several pieces on the SkerrittCumming Organ that showed his personal skill, and the
wide variety of options built into the organ itself. Both
candidates took the opportunity to show what they could
do, and the results in each case were extraordinary,
making the choice a challenge. In the end, however, the
choice was unanimous.
Don comes to First Baptist from St. Rocco Parish on
Fulton Road in Cleveland where he was the Director of
Music and Liturgy for many worship services (masses)
over each weekend. Interestingly, Don and his wife live
only a few blocks away from First Baptist, a fact that will
make it convenient for both them and the church.
Don is very active musically outside the church in the
Greater Cleveland community. Some of his duties include
the following:
1. Principal Keyboardist, Case Western Reserve University
Baroque Orchestra, CWRU Chamber Ensembles,
Cleveland Institute of Music Orchestra
2. Artistic Director, Singer’s Club
3. Sub-Dean, Cleveland Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists.
4. In May of 2017 Don founded and is the sole proprietor
of the Verkuijlen Organ Company, a small company
specializing in organ tuning, restorations, and general
maintenance. With his knowledge of the inner
workings of organs he will be an invaluable asset in
working with our existing organ maintenance supplier,
Peebles-Herzog.
During this transition we have been blessed by the artistry
and dedication of Betty Meyers, Angela Zawada and Brian
Kozak who have done a great job in keeping up the high
standards of musicality everyone expects at First Baptist.
Be sure to express your gratitude when you see them.
And be sure to greet Don when you have the opportunity.
You will find him as charming as he is talented!

March For Kids
10:00 a.m. Sundays
Kindergarten – 4th-Grade
We welcome children in person on the first and third
Sundays during worship service. This plan is contingent
upon having sufficient volunteer coverage. We will notify
families by Saturday afternoon via email if we need to
cancel class. On the Sundays that we are not meeting
in person, we will continue to provide Biblically themed
activity bags for all children. The Discipleship Cluster will
revisit this plan monthly and adjust as needed. Contact
Carly for more information –
cmarino@firstbaptistcleveland.org
MARCH
LESSONS

Youth Ministry
10:00 a.m. Sundays
5th – 12th Grade Youth
At this time, the youth are meeting in
person during worship service on the
2nd Sunday of each month. All other
Sundays they meet via Zoom at noon.
Please contact Ship at scolins@firstbaptistcleveland.org
for more information and to sign up.

Youth Drop-In

Beginning March 1st, youth, grades 8-12 can stop in and
hang out for five minutes to a couple of hours. Email
Ship at youth@firstbaptistcleveland.org to confirm you
are dropping in. The youth wing will be open Tuesday
& Thursday from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. We require
COVID-19 safety protocol to be followed. This is a
great way to get out of the house and work on your
homework or just kick back and relax. We have Wi-Fi.
firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries

Jesus's Ministry
•
•
•
•

Jesus Resists Temptation (Luke 4)
Jesus Chases Away Demons (Luke 9)
Parable of the Fig Tree (Luke 13)
Parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15)

From PJs & Pop-Tarts
Your Amazon Purchases
Your online Amazon purchases can benefit FBC! When
you shop on smile.amazon.com. Products marked “Eligible
for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages
donate 0.5% of the purchase price to “First Baptist
Church of Greater Cleveland” when you select it as your
charitable organization… happy shopping!

Happy Healthy U
Charde will deliver the first of our talks “Internet
Dilemma” on 3/10/22 at 6 p.m. It is available both inperson and on Zoom. For more info or to register visit firstbaptistcleveland.org/happy-healty-u.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday Discipleship Hour

Sundays at 12:00 p.m. via Zoom
New Study When God’s Spirit Moves
by Pastor Jim Cymbala
Facilitated by Marty Capers
According to Scripture the Holy Spirit is our
advocate, counselor, and comforter. God’s Spirit dwells within
us, seals us to the day of redemption, assists us in prayer, and
baptizes us into the Body of Christ. Yet, believers often neglect
the study of the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Trinity.
Pastor Cymbala believes that in this study you will learn:
How to make room for the action of the Spirit in your life
and in your church
How God wants to work through your gifts to empower you
to help accomplish His plan
How to discern the voice of the Spirit in prayer and how to
apply God’s Word to your life
How the Spirit can bring healing to your body, your
emotions, and your relationships
How lives lived in the presence of the Spirit can transform
the church
How your church can become a place where people expect
to experience God’s presence and His power
You are invited to this life changing study of God’s Spirit. It
will leave you with a joyful awareness of God’s nurturing and
protective power in your life.
Not A Fan: Becoming A Completely Committed
Follower of Jesus by Kyle Idleman
Facilitated by Tammy Gordon
This 6-week study will draw you into the
question “Are you a follower or a fan of Jesus
Christ?” The class will begin each week with a 30-minute
video segment of a story following a family in crisis
interspersed with the Biblical principles being highlighted
by the drama’s real-world situation. Included in the
class is a 40-day devotional book for private study and
reflection as we challenge ourselves with the question
“Am I just a fan, or am I a follower?”.

Wednesdays In The Word

Study of the Bible-Book of Exodus and
Leviticus - Women’s Small Group Bible Study
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
Starting at 10:00 a.m. via phone conf.
Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz
Women’s Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander & Martha Lant
Starting at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
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Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz - Women’s Bible Study
Facilitated by Tobili Sam Yellowe
Starting at 7:30 p.m. via phone conf.
The Passion Translation: The Passion Life
Bible Study Series: The Book of Hebrews
by Brian Simmons - Men’s Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Eddie Wills and Monroe Goins
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Psalms: Poetry, Praise, and Passionate Prayer
Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for
Teaching and Preaching by James L. Mays
Facilitated by Rev. David Chapman
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
God at Work: Live Each Day With Purpose
by Ken Costa -New Men’s Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Pastor Kregg Burris and Doug Clubine
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom

Thursdays

Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz - Women’s
Bible Study
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
Starting at 7:30 p.m. via phone conf.

Fridays

Study of the Bible-Book of Exodus and
Leviticus
- Women’s Small Group Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
Starting at 10:45 a.m. via phone conf.

Meals For The Homeless
at New Life at Calvary

Cleveland Museum of Art Will Honor
Our Own Dr. Robert G. Schneider
By Mike Skerritt

Friday, March 25, 7:30 p.m.
Gartner Auditorium
Tickets: $33–$45,
CMA members $30–$40
Get Tickets clevelandart.org
or call (216) 421-7350
The Crossing is a
professional chamber choir
conducted by Donald Nally
and dedicated to new
music. It is committed
to working with creative
teams to make and record
new, substantial works
for choir that explore and
expand ways of writing for
choir, singing in choir and
listening to music for choir.
Many of its nearly 110
commissioned premieres address social, environmental
and political issues. The Crossing has received two
Grammy Awards for Best Choral Performance (2018,
2019) and six Grammy nominations. This concert includes
the world premiere of Stacy Garrop’s “In a House
Besieged,” for choir and organ, featuring guest organist
Scott Dettra. Garrop’s work is the first Robert G. Schneider
memorial commission, sponsored by the Musart Society.

By Kelley Plats

If you hear some rumbling about, be careful. It’s not
thunder. You see there was a boy named Jack who lived
with his mother in a run down home. They were a bit
down on their luck until one day he woke up to find a
beanstalk in his yard. His curiosity got the best of him,
and he climbed up the stalk into the heavens.
The wonders that awaited him were beyond his wildest
dreams. Gold pieces the size of dinner plates, magical
hens laying golden eggs…even giants!
What happens next? Well, you’ll just have to wait and
see! Join the Happy Ending Lyric Players as we take
you Into the Woods. This beloved Stephen Sondheim
masterpiece is coming to FBC this spring and we can’t
wait to share this tale with you. Tickets are available now!
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/into-the-woodstickets-229075058667

Candlelight: Featuring Vivaldi’s
Four Seasons & More
By Sam Shapiro

By Tina Marr

Friday, March
25 at 4:00 PM
Our provision
of hot meals on
the fourth Friday
of each month is
still proceeding
during the
Coronavirus
pandemic,
thanks to
thinking outside the box to put food inside the (takeout)
box!
Our next meal service will be on Friday, Mar. 25, 2022,
from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. at New Life at Calvary, located
at the corner of East 79th Street and Euclid Avenue. We
hope you can join us for all or part of the time. If you
are not able to attend, no worries. Maybe you’d like to
donate a food item or bring your clean restaurant takeout
containers to FBC. If you have any questions or interest
in assisting with this ministry, please contact Tina Marr –
firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary

There Are Giants in the Sky!

Schneider taught for more than thirty years as the chair
of the Music Department and director of choirs at Shaker
Heights High School; he died in 2018.

Singing Men of Ohio

By Mike Skerritt

An intimate ambiance in a
beautiful venue bathed in
candlelight featuring a talented
string quartet performing
classical pieces by Vivaldi
and more. Visit the link
feverup.com/m/110225 for
more information about the
performance at 6:30 p.m.
and 9:00 p.m. on 4/29 or to
purchase tickets. This is one of our most popular classical
programs. We are excited to bring it to FBC.

Intercessory Prayer

We have a college music group from Ohio University on
tour that will give a concert on March 6th at 4:00. It is
an acapella group of 80. This concert is free and open to
the public with a goodwill offering taken.

by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

The Intercessory prayer meeting
continues via Zoom meeting
at 6:00 PM on Thursdays.
Send prayer requests or
request instructions to join our
group by emailing prayer@
firstbaptistcleveland.org.
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FBC Elects Lay Leaders for 2022
On Sunday, January 30th, at the Annual Meeting FBC
members voted unanimously to accept the nominees
recommended by the Nominating Committee for the open
positions held by lay members of the congregation.
Moderator:  Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator:  Jennifer Whatley-Williams
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Children’s Center Cluster:  Frank Marino
Discipleship Cluster:  Dana Capers
Stewardship Cluster:  Dan Brown
Nominating Committee:
Martha Lant
Benne Christian
Greg Bagley
Laura Preston
Finance and Property:
Suzanne Bretz Blum
Marty Capers
Brian Broadbent
Personnel:
Charie Babcock
David Stevens
To enable the congregation to know its new leaders
better, some leaders have provided insights into their
talents and hopes for their next term.
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Moderator:  Dan Mizener
Dan is starting his second one-year term as Moderator.
His sons, Mickey
and Ty, will remain
on his staff as
Assistant to the
Moderator and
Assistant to the
Assistant to the
Moderator. An
avid sports fan,
Dan loves the
Cincinnati Bengals,
the Cleveland
Guardians, and he
would golf every
day of his life
if he could. He
has enjoyed being a part of the FBC family and looks
forward to another year of progress. He is very thankful
for his fellow lay leaders and believes that a true leader
surrounds himself with extraordinary people, which he
feels he has done. Dan’s spiritual gift is faith. He has
always been able to look to God and know He is good,
even in the midst of tough circumstances while also
giving praise and thanksgiving during good circumstances
because he believes that true faith doesn’t rely on what
is going on around us, but on trusting God. Dan and his
wife Julie are going on 11 years of marital bliss and live in
Shaker Heights near the Van Aken District.

By Martha Lant

Treasurer:  Ralph Hise
We joined FBC 44 years ago when we
moved here from Colorado for a new
job. I was an engineer who worked in
a number of fields from aerospace to
sewage treatment to natural gas, all
on new products. My wife, Barbara,
was a musician and teacher. We meet
in college. I miss her so. Our daughter
Beth is a museum executive in Sydney,
AU, with daughter Holly, a buyer
for a toy company. Her daughter Eliza is on staff at a
children’s center, and son, Harry at university studying
music management. Our son Dan is a successful real
estate appraiser with grand dogs, and Daughter Joanna
is running her own business training children’s center
staffs with five children of her own all thriving. I have
always been good with numbers, love our church with
all my heart and soul, and think our church is strong and
getting stronger, while truly focused on loving God and
our neighbors.
Discipleship Cluster Leader:  Dana Capers
My family and I have been
members of FBC since 2012 (we
think!).
My current job (since October
2021) is the Community &
Economic Development Manager
for the Northern Ohio region of
Fifth Third Bank. When I am not
working, I enjoy time with my
family, reading, and playing board
games. I am married to Marty
Capers and we have two daughters (college freshman and
high school freshman). My top spiritual gift is nurturing
leadership, and I envision a congregation in which
everyone is engaged and experiencing spiritual growth
through one of our Christian Education offerings!
Chair of Nominating Committee: Martha Lant
Martha accepted Christ as her
Savior in Georgia at the age
of eight. A member of FBC
since 1979, she found FBC a
nourishing place to grow. Martha
has served in many capacities,
from Moderator, during which
terms she chaired the rewriting
of the Bylaws and initiated the
Long Range Planning Committee,
which, in the next eight years
recommended six goals for the
development of the church. She values her training as a
Stephen Minister. Years of membership have given her

FBC Elects Lay Leaders for 2022 (continued)
(Martha Lant continued from page 8)
opportunities to be part of the Prayer Team, Children’s
Center Cluster, and Personnel Committee. Experiencing
the Alpha program in London with FBC leaders was
another revelation. Teaching has been a rewarding career,
since one learns much by teaching others. Her favorite
administrative job was art coordinator for a city school
district. Dr. Lant earned her EdD. at the University of
Akron. Firm in the belief that faith must be followed by
action, Martha relishes the opportunity to invite observers
in the congregation to become active in Christian service,
according to their spiritual gifts.
Nominating Committee:  Greg Bagley
I was born, raised, educated
and completed my career
in Maine. I have a B.S. in
Elementary Education from
the University of Maine in
Farmington, an M.S degree
in Elementary Administration
from the University of Southern
Maine in Gorham and a
Certificate of Advanced Study
in Educational Administration
from the University of Maine in Orono. I retired in 2010
after spending 38 years in Education, 13 of which were
spent teaching 4th 5th and 6th grades. 25 of those
years were spent as a principal in a K-8 school, and two
different K-5 schools. The last 10 years I was both a K-5
Principal/K-12 Special Education Administrator. I have
3 adult children and 4 grand children. Before my wife
passed away in May 2020, she and I made a temporary
move to Cleveland in 2016 to care for grandchildren and
in 2017 made the move permanent. We joined the First
Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland in 2018. Prior to that
we were 30 year members of the United Baptist Church
in Island Falls, Maine. I had many leadership roles at the
church including, Moderator, Diaconate Member, Chairman
of Search Committee for a new pastor, Chairman of
the Capital funds committee which raised money for
a building addition/renovation, Adult Sunday School
Teacher and Choir Member. I enjoy the diversity and the
welcoming atmosphere at FBCGC and look forward to
serving in whatever capacity is needed that I might have
the skills/knowledge and interest.
Nominating Committee:  Laura Leanza Preston
I have been attending FBC since
infancy. My mom (Fran Leanza)
brought me to church at two
weeks of age in 1977 and I was
baptized as a young teen. So
technically I call FBC my home
for my entire life.

I have always known that God called me to work with
children. This is my 21st year as an educator. For the
past six years I have taught 4th grade. I have a masters
in literacy and emergent reader education. I also have a
focus in my career working with students with sensory
disorders. I absolutely LOVE what I do and LOVE that
I work for the school district in which I am an alumni,
Cleveland Heights-University Heights Schools.
I have two daughters. Arianna, a sophomore and Gianna
in 7th grade. They are highly motivated academic
students as well as dedicated athletes. When they were
younger, Ari and Gia participated in many of the aspects
of FBC that I am a part of such as children’s choir and
musicals with Happy Ending Lyrics Players. They enjoyed
that time, however, both have a true love of sports and
not the stage. I have become a softball, tennis and
volleyball mom. My mother is my greatest influence of
how to truly care for others as she is the caregiver for
my father. I do my best to help both of them. My father
has severe dementia and some other health issues. My
mother has her elderly aches and pains, but remains
active and never complains. Covid has been difficult for us
all to say the least.
I look forward to getting to know the talents and gifts
within our congregation. FBC is a place of service, worship
and continued spiritual growth. There is truly no other
diverse community that compares to FBC.
Personnel and Pastoral Relations:  Charie Babcock
Charie joined FBC in 1994. She
was born in Boardman, Ohio,
where her family attended
and actively participated in
an American Baptist Church.
Charie retired at the end of
2019 after a long career in
the PBM (Pharmacy Benefits
Management) industry. Her
primary responsibilities were
to negotiate complex client
contracts and to lead client-facing service teams serving
Taft Hartley funds and large public sector clients such
as universities and state governments. She holds a B.A.
from Miami University and a M.B.A. from Case Western
Reserve University. Charie hopes that her negotiating
and alliance building skills honed during her working
years will be an asset to her new committee assignment.
Charie has previously served as a deacon and a Stephen
Minister; has served on other commissions; and has been
a member of the handbell choir for over 20 years. Her
hobbies include gardening, reading, music, the French
language and yoga. She hopes to begin traveling more as
the pandemic eases. Charie is married to Dr. William (Bill)
Sinkins. They are the proud aunt and uncle of 1 niece, 3
nephews, 2 great-nieces and 4 great-nephews.
Continued on page 10
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FBC Elects Lay Leaders for 2022 (continued)

Searching for Ways to put your Faith in Action now?

(continued from page 9)
Finance and Property:  Brian Broadbent
Brian Broadbent recently retired
after 16 years as CEO of Business
Volunteers Unlimited. Previously,
Brian was with Accenture and
Arthur Andersen for 27 years as
a CPA and global HR Director.
He is active in prison ministries,
reentry programs, and programs
to help the homeless. Brian
joined FBCGC 4 years ago. He
is married to Carol and has three
daughters and three grandchildren.

The Mission and Social Concerns Cluster always has an
opportunity beyond the sanctuary to serve within the
community.
Meals at Calvary
This mission can always use
donations (Meals To Go) for a
complete list of ways to help
contact Tina Marr at calvary@
firstbaptistcleveland.org.

Nominating Committee:  Benne Christian
I retired from my position as a
Housing Manager in the Low
Income Non Profit field after over
30 years. One of my joys while
working in this field were to see
families go from homelessness to
having permanent housing, When
my five children were students
in middle school, I found a well
needed break in my schedule
to attend Cuyahoga Community
College, where I earned my Associate Degree in Business
Administration.
Since that time, I have earned a BA in Non Profit
Management from Maxine Goodman Levin College
of Urban Affairs at Cleveland State University and
certifications in Urban Planning and Development and
Leadership Development .
Another interest is social justice, where I believe everyone
is entitled to safe and affordable housing, clothing
and healthy food. My focus has been in the areas of:
empowering veterans, after prison re-entry individuals
and low income families in healthy outcomes to improving
their housing and financial issues. While serving with
United States Ameri-Corps (2018-2020) our University
Settlement Team developed a curriculum for teaching
low income single parents, work force development and
financial literacy principles and practices. As a result
hundreds of adults completed the program and have
become better equipped for employment, and more
confident in balancing their finances. In 2017, The
Kings House, a four bedroom home for Veterans, was
opened, a labor of love and brainchild of myself and my
twin daughters. This transitional home assisted formerly
homeless veterans to become self sufficient. Currently, it
is not operating due to COVID19 restrictions.
On February 2, 2022, my petition was officially accepted,
and I will appear on the May 2022 Democratic ballot
for: Cuyahoga County Ward 04D Committee Precinct
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Member. The position of Precinct Committee Member/
City Ward Leader, is a community servant position where
I will assist my city council in grassroots leadership,
such as, encouraging, informing and advocating for my
fellow residents in the 04D Precinct of Cleveland, Ohio.
Currently, I’m attending weekend classes at Rid-All Farms.
The instruction involves Agriculture, Urban Farming,
Composting and Aquaponics. It is my goal at completion
to collaborate with local partners to develop an inner city
wellness garden.
Although I’ve worn varies hats throughout my life, being
a God-fearing person, Mother, Grandmother and Extended
Mother, is by far my greatest calling and accomplishment.
Finance and Property:  Suzanne Bretz Blum
Suzanne has been a member
of FBC since 1992, hence 30
years. She states that her main
profession and occupation are
Lawyer and Mom. Her family
consists of a handsome husband,
two bright and wonderful
children, plus an interesting
brother, outstanding aunts,
uncles, cousins and in-laws. She
believes her gifts are listening,
counseling leadership and brainstorming. Her gifts are
invaluable in consensus building and problem solving.
Vice Moderator: Jennifer Whatley Williams
As a child, l was baptized in
an outdoor baptismal pool
in Birmingham, Alabama
and received into a Baptist
congregation. Adult life took me
to seminary, and pastoring in
The United Methodist Church.
Baptist life gave me appreciation
for Scripture; Methodism,
appreciation for social justice. l
believe God called me to FBC,
back to being Baptist, where l experience prayer and the
Holy Spirit central. To be able to teach and operate in
spiritual gifts, l count as passions. All our work at FBC is a
sacred trust. I prayerfully serve as Vice-Moderator, having
previously chaired Finance and Property. I look forward to
our entire faith community operating within our spiritual
gifts. Our gifts are God’s power to grow FBC in Spirit and
in numbers.

Kairos Ministry

Our cookie is always looking
for Store Purchased Cookies
for the Mens’ Prison Ministry.
For more information visit
firstbaptistcleveland.org/kairos or contact Brian
Broadbent brian.f.broadbent@outlook.com.
Pride Amoungst Daughters and Sisters
PADS on wheels is the latest
additional initiative for young
women and girls in and around
the Greater Cleveland and East
Cleveland area. For more info visit
www.prideamongdaughters.org or
contact robinson.delesia@yahoo.com.
Hunger Network Walk For Hunger + 5K
This year the walk/
run is at the Cleveland
Metroparks Zoo on
Saturday, June 4,
2022 at 7:00 a.m.
Contact Karen Gill to
register kgill@firstbaptistcleveland.org
Mobile Pantry Produce Giveaway
Our first Greate Cleveland
Food Bank Mobile Pantry
wil be held on Saturday,
May 6, 2022 at 10:00
a.m. Contact Karen Gill for
ways to volunteer kgill@
firstbaptistcleveland.org
Refugee Resettlement

Our Refugee Resettlement
Boxes are always located
near the Portico and will be
labeled for specific items of
need.
As a part of the 40 days of

the Lenten Season please consider service to
others as a part of your reflection and sacrifices.
Americorps VISTA
The Mission and Social Concerns
Cluster is proud to announce
receipt of a VISTA worker. The
program started in 1965 is designed
for capacity building activities such
as grant writing, research, where
they gain experience and leadership
skills while supporting our church in
a variety of productive ways.. This opportunity prepares
members for a life of service in the public, private, or
nonprofit sector.
It is that time of the year again to plan for our
American Baptist Church annual giving.
America for Christ Offering
This offering works through
ministries with marginalized
children, mission trips that
transform lives torn asunder
by hurricanes, resources that
cultivate Christian leaders, chaplains who bring comfort
to hospitals and nursing homes, and much more.
One Great Hour of Sharing
This is administered by the World
Relief Committee of the Board of
General Ministries of American
Baptist Churches USA. The
committee facilitates American
Baptist emergency relief disaster
rehabilitation, refugee work and development assistance.
World Mission Offering
Every September and October,
congregations come together
for a time of awareness,
advocacy and action for global
mission. Churches across the
country celebrate and support the ministries that God is
using to transform the world.
Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering - This
mission is a long-standing
tradition established in 1977
which supports ministers,
missionaries and their widowed
spouses who have devoted 15
or more years of their lives to
service in ABCUSA.
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Meet Brian Kozak FBC’s Director of Contemporary Music
By Mike Skerritt

Brian has been our talented guitarist
on the FBC Praise Team since 1998
according to my records, and we all see
him every Sunday morning. But do we
really know who he really is? Oh yes,
we know of his incredible talent playing
the guitar, but as an organization that
promotes an atmosphere of community
and knowing each other, do we really know much about
Brian? I know I didn’t, so I asked Brian for an interview,
and I am sharing that discussion with you now.
Brian is one of the nicest and friendliest guys I know and
knowing a bit more about him has only expanded my
admiration for him, not just as a musician, but as a fellow
human being. Get to know him yourself and you will see
what I mean.
Brian, thanks for agreeing to this interview. I really
appreciate it. Let’s get started.
Are you a native Clevelander? Yes, Parma to be specific,
Were either of your parents musicians? No, my dad
supposedly played trumpet at some point. He loved
music, though. Swing and country where his favorites.
What about your mom? No, she never played an
instrument nor sang from what I could tell. She does
appreciate music and enjoys the Rock of Faith Concerts.
She also raved about the “Jazz Christmas” service.
Do you have siblings, and if yes, are any of them into
music? Yes, my sister was really talented at violin and
voice but never followed through as an adult. Also, my
brother played guitar and was an accomplished blues and
rock guitarist.
At what age did you start to play the guitar? 12 years old.
Did you try any other musical instruments? I tried the
viola in 3rd grade for a couple years.
Why did you focus on guitar? For as long as I can
remember, I loved the guitar.
Did you choose it for yourself, or did someone, such as
your parents perhaps, start you off on it? I wanted to play
the guitar and had to convince my parents to get me a
guitar.
Do you play any other instruments? Ukulele, mandolin &
piano (all very modestly).
Did you play all through Jr. high and Sr. high school? Yes.
Where did you go to college? Tri-C, Baldwin-Wallace and
Cleveland Institute of Music.
Did your interest in music influence your decision as to
which college to attend? Yes. And I received a Bachelor of
Music from B-W, and a Master of Music from CIM.
When did you decide that your career was to be a music
career, and specifically on guitar? I made that decision at
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Tri-C during my first year of college. I was originally going
to study electrical engineering but decided on music after
taking a music theory course and classical guitar lessons
along with engineering courses. After 2 years at Tri-C, I
transferred to the Conservatory at B-W.
What are your degrees in? Guitar performance? Teaching?
Other? Guitar performance.
Have you, and/or are you, currently teaching in a school,
or are you only doing private lessons? I teach at Tri-C
and have since 1993, Lorain Community College since
1995 and have my own teaching studio including the
Childbloom Program,
What is the Childbloom Program? The Childbloom
Program is a method for teaching younger students
(beginning at 5) music through the guitar. I am licensed
to teach it. It is a fantastic method. My students that have
played at FBC services were all Childbloom students.
Have you ever done anything other than teaching guitar
to make a living? No. Playing and teaching guitar/music
has been my livelihood.
What are some of your most memorable moments as
a guitarist? Playing the Vivaldi Concerto for Lute with
the Lorain Civic Orchestra was so much fun. For several
years I performed with Luca Mundaca, a Brazilian singer
songwriter who is currently living in Cleveland, We played
a many well received performances at the Bop Stop and
at the Music Box Supper Club. I had a lot of fun playing
those performances and I learned a great deal. Diane
Menges, former FBC soprano soloist, and I played a
number of really fun performances. Also, before Covid
interrupted our working together, I was performing with
the young, fantastic singer Kathrine Bartlett. I have to
admit that those performance with Kathrine had been
some of the most fun and fulfilling I’d experienced. Of
course, playing weekly at FBC is a huge part of my life.
Some of the special services stick out as very memorable.
Christmas services, Lessons and Carols, Jazz Poetry and A
Jazz Christmas (which was quite magical). As you might
have noticed, I enjoy working with singers.
Other than those named above, who are some of the
famous people with whom you have performed? I played
in the band for Janis Siegel (vocalist from the Manhattan
Transfer) at a performance at Nighttown. Now we didn’t
play professionally together but, Grammy Award winning
guitarist Jason Vieaux was a student at CIM as an
undergraduate while I was there as a graduate student so
we did play together in ensembles. He is now one of the
leading classical guitarists in the world.
If my memory serves me correctly, you joined FBC in the
late ‘ninety’s, over 20 years ago. Did you ever expect to
still be at First Baptist this long? No, I did not.
As a musician you are likely to always have late Saturday
night gigs. How hard is it to get up early Sunday
mornings, week after week? Ha ha! There have been a
number of times when I have surprised myself by making
it to church Sunday morning. But somehow, I always
show up.

You have led some wonderful non-Sunday morning
programs at First Baptist, such as New Year’s Eve,
Candlelight Christmas Eve, Jazz-Poetry Night, etc. Would
you like to do more of that? Yes, I had really been a part
of every Christmas service since I started here. I always
love being part of those services. This year, Sandra
invited me to be a part of the MLK Celebration and I was
honored, and I so enjoyed playing for that.
If possible, what other special programming would you
like to see scheduled? More jazz would be really nice. And
perhaps a specifically contemporary gospel music service
featuring Michael Ward and the Praise Band.
Were you pleased to be named FBC Music Director of
Contemporary Music? Absolutely! To be honest, I was
considering leaving after Bob passed. It was a difficult
time. My girlfriend pushed me to put my resume in for
consideration of FBC Music Director after I participated in
the auditions of other candidates and was disappointed
with the candidates’ experience with contemporary music.
Does having the title make things run more smoothly? It
does but it has taken some adjusting.
What could the church do to make your job easier?
Really, just continue to work together whether you are
“traditional” or “contemporary”. Respect others and their
style of worship.
What are you looking for in a new Music Director and
Organist? Well, I am excited about working with Don.
He is a phenomenal organist. I hope that we can work
together to keep the high standard of music FBC is known
for and, dare I say, make it even better.
Post-pandemic, do you look forward to returning to two
separate services? I actually really like combined services.
I enjoy all types of music and it’s really nice to have a full
congregation.
What are the drawbacks vs positives in two separate
services? A positive would be that I would hear less
complaining from people who dislike contemporary music.
lol. A drawback would be not seeing choir members and
members of the congregation who only come to the
traditional service.
In a combined service? A drawback would be that there
are those who feel that their style of worship isn’t getting
enough time and I would hear more complaints from
those who dislike contemporary music.
Your daughter Valeria grew up in this church. We miss

her. What’s she up to these days? Valeria is attending
Tri-C and is looking at a few colleges to transfer to. She
just auditioned for the dance program at OSU. She is
looking to major in dance. Since graduating high school,
she has been a part of the Cleveland Dance Project and
works a few part-time jobs. She is absolutely a beautiful
person. I’m very lucky.
I agree, we are all lucky to have gotten to know her.
Tell me whatever you want about your current personal
life (or not). In 2012 I bought a house in Lakewood.
(About 2 minutes from Demetrius Steinmetz, the bassist
in the praise team). So, yes, I’m a West Sider. I share my
residence with my dog “Q” and 2 cats “Baby” & “Honey”.
Valeria stays with me occasionally. (She used to stay with
me more when she was younger). My partner for many
years is Ikuko Miklowski. She was born in Sapporo, Japan.
Ikuko recently bought a house nearby in Cleveland.
She is an artist, a potter and also works as a CCP at
Metro Hospital and a certified nursing aid at Ennis Court
in Lakewood. She worked in the Covid unit this entire
pandemic. It was very challenging for her and for us
especially before being vaccinated but we are still here.
Anything you would like to say to the readers of this
interview? This past Christmas was very challenging for
me. Stephanie had recently left and Covid was again
raging. I gave a lot of myself during the holidays to
help keep the music playing. I might take a Sunday off
sometime soon. With that said, just know that being a
part of the worship team at FBC is an important part of
my life. I’ve enjoyed the challenges that come with the
position and working with everyone.
Brian, I appreciate your candid responses to my
questions, as will all who take the time to read this
interview. And after all the extra work you put in these
past few months, absolutely no one will complain if you
take a Sunday or two off! Thank you so much for your
service!

Stephen Ministry

by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

Stephen Ministry provides free and confidential Christian emotional
support for those going through a difficult time in their life.
If anyone is in need of a Stephen Minister, send a request to:
stephenministry@firstbaptistcleveland.org or visit
firstbaptistcleveland.org/prayer-requests.
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Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: March 1, 2021
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater
Cleveland
Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon
or want to hear
one again?

youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

2022 FBC Lay Leadership

Serving in Ministry

Moderator: Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator: Jennifer Whatley Williams
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns
Personnel: David Stevens

Ministries

Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler
Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,
& Communications
Discipleship: Dana Capers
Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,
Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups
Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts
Stephen Ministry, Deacons,
& New Member Orientation
Stewardship: Dan Brown
Finance & Property: TBD
Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal
Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry

Music Ministries

Don Verkuijlen - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

Publicity/Technology

Greg Beckner - Web Design, Publicity, Social Media
Video Production, Photography
Jeff Gordon - Video Production

Office

Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

Send content for the next issue by Mar. 15th to Greg
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Apr. 1

