February 2022

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland

In
This
Issue
Kregg’s Korner 2

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28
Test Your Black Hstory Knowledge! firstbaptistcleveland.org/black-history-month
“All great achievements require time.” Maya Angelou
We look forward to meeting in person for
our activities and events, many of which
have been canceled out of caution and safety.
Our sanctuary is open for worship but due
to COVID-19 our classes and meetings
are still via Zoom. Our worship service is
also streamed LIVE Sunday morning on
YouTube while previous videos can be

viewed anytime on our YouTube Channel.
Visit our Church Updates page for any
changes. If you have anyone who needs our
prayers please submit a request online for
our prayer team. Stay healthy! If you have
any trouble accessing any of our activities or
have challenges using technology call Pastor
Kregg 216-882-8555 and he can connect
you with someone who can help!
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Repairing the Crooked House
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The rhyme “The Crooked House” was first recorded in
print by James Orchard Halliwell in 1842:
There was a crooked man, and he went a crooked mile,
He found a crooked sixpence against a crooked stile;
He bought a crooked cat, which caught a crooked mouse,
And they all lived together in a little crooked house.
According to historians, the crooked man is the Scottish
General Sir Alexander Leslie (1580 – 1661), who signed
a covenant securing religious and political freedom
for Scotland. The “crooked stile” in the poem was
the alliance between the parliaments of England and
Scotland or the border between the two, depending on
the source. “They all lived together in a little crooked
house” refers to the fact that the English and Scots had,
at last, agreed, despite the continuing great animosity
between the two peoples, who nonetheless had to live
with each other due to their shared border.
Years later, around 1696, the great recoinage led to
sixpence coins made of skinny silver and was easily bent,
becoming “crooked.” Over the years, the Crooked House
became synonymous with corruption. To be “crooked”
was to be corrupt, and the term was shortened to that of a
“crook” to a criminal, corrupt, dishonest, or untrustworthy
person. Richard Nixon’s famous utterance of the Watergate
hearings included saying, “I am not a crook.”
Recently I heard a sermon referring to the United States
as a crooked house with crooked floors, windows, doors,
and ceiling. The message stated that our society’s
racism is so embedded into our national conscience that
black American’s will never find the level field to equal
opportunity. Without a doubt, I fully agree that there
are potent forces of racism in our country. Our long
history of injustices should be addressed and repudiated
with constructive change to provide equal opportunity
to all. Work must be done to correct and bring about
much-needed change to areas of the house that remain

crooked and not stop our efforts until every last part of
the house is level for all people.
Listening to the sermon, my interpretation of the
message on the crooked house left me with the
impression of dark gloom of victimization and despair.
The cast was already set without much recourse but to
be angry and burn down or abandon the house.
Yet, in contrast, I recall the words from Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s dream speech of 1963 before the Lincoln
Memorial, “When the architects of our republic wrote the
magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration
of Independence, they were signing a promissory note
to which every American was to fall heir. This note was
a promise that all men, yes, black men as well as white
men, should be guaranteed the “unalienable Rights” of
“Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” It is obvious
today that America has defaulted on this promissory note,
insofar as her citizens of color are concerned.” (And thus,
the crooked house.) But Dr. King challenged all within
our society to fulfill its obligation to make the words from
these two founding documents to fix the crooked house
and create a level foundation, with level windows, level
doors, and level ceilings. “Now is the time to lift our
nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid
rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make justice a
reality for all of God’s children.”
As we enter into Black History Month, February 2022,
it is my prayer, desire, and dream for First Baptist to be
part of the long process of creating a strong, solid, and
level foundation for a level house and stable home for all
people.
Blessings

Pastor Kregg Burris
Senior Pastor

Sunday Discipleship Hour

Sundays at 12:00 p.m. via Zoom
Not A Fan: Becoming A Completely Committed
Follower of Jesus by Kyle Idleman
Facilitated by Tammy Gordon and Kim Kidd-Collins
Starting Sunday, February 13
This 6-week study will draw you into the question “Are you
a follower or a fan of Jesus Christ?” The class will begin
each week with a 30-minute video segment of a story
following a family in crisis interspersed with the Biblical
principles being highlighted by the drama’s real-world
situation. Included in the class is a 40-day devotional book
for private study and reflection as we challenge ourselves
with the question “Am I just a fan, or am I a follower?”.
Praying with Jesus by Dr. James Banks
Facilitated by Marty Capers
As we live within this complex and unpredictable
world, prayer is vital to our existence, our mental
health, and primarily to our relationship with
Jesus Christ. In essence, every season should
be a season of prayer. The theme of this study
is to help us develop a life of prayer which will manifest in
us through our ever-deepening interactions with God who
created us and loves us.” In this study, Dr. Banks beckons
us to develop a more in-depth understanding of prayer.
Furthermore, he highlights effective strategies which will
enhance our ability to speak with our Lord and Savior
through prayer. Dr. Banks is providing a spotlight on the
most significant conversations we will have during our lives;
those we have with God. Don’t miss this thought provoking
discussion about the privilege and power of prayer!

Wednesdays In The Word

Study of the Bible-Book of Exodus and
Leviticus - Women’s Small Group Bible Study
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
Starting at 10:00 a.m. via phone conf.
Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz
Women’s Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander & Martha Lant
Starting at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-sleeves look at
Scripture.” As noted by the author, “These fifty-two weekly
studies emphasize personal application and will draw you
directly into God’s Word…to love Him more”. Each lesson
contains a short reflection that considers our present-day
way of life, but the richness in the lessons stem from the
connections to Scriptures in the Old and New Testaments.
Per the publisher, the author does not attempt to explain her
interpretation of the Scriptures, but through questioning leads
the reader to personally dig into Scripture. So, please join the
Women’s Bible Study to discover God’s message for yourself!
Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz - Women’s Bible Study
Facilitated by Tobili Sam Yellowe
Starting at 7:30 p.m. via phone conf.
The Passion Translation: The Passion Life
Bible Study Series: The Book of Hebrews
by Brian Simmons - Men’s Bible Study Class

Facilitated by Eddie Wills and Monroe Goins
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Come, join the Men’s Bible Study, and deepen your biblical
understanding of the book of Hebrews. As stated by the
author, “The book of Hebrews presents Jesus as gloriously
divine, wonderfully human, and the fulfillment of the Old
Testament. It is also one of God’s greatest gifts to His
church as it provides an expository look at the person, life,
covenant, sacrifice, and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ,
who is indeed greater than all others.” This leaves the
reader with a rich understanding that “Jesus is better than
everything that had come before and that would come
after him.” Hebrews is relevant to every believer today. For
it clearly states that Jesus is the same yesterday, and today
and forever. Let’s spur one another on as we meet to learn
more about Jesus, our high Priest, who offered for all time
one sacrifice for sins.
Psalms: Poetry, Praise, and Passionate Prayer
Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for
Teaching and Preaching by James L. Mays
Facilitated by Rev. David Chapman
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
The Book of Psalms has been a favorite of Jewish and
Christian believers for centuries. For many of the faithful, this
is the “go-to” book for divine guidance and solace. But it is far
more than a book of simple comfort and sentimentality. The
psalmists expressed deep, often passionate emotions ranging
between exaltation and rage, triumph and despair, all in the
context of their relationship with the living God.
Using a layperson-level commentary written by a widely
respected scholar, this course will survey principles for
interpreting the psalter, and examine more deeply several
individual and representative psalms. Join us in studying this
timeless book of songs and poetry, and learn to embrace
more of the passion that is central to our faith!
God at Work: Live Each Day With Purpose
by Ken Costa -New Men’s Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Pastor Kregg Burris and Doug Clubine
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Everyday God calls us to the work we are doing.
God is interested not only in what we do, but how we do it.
However, finding purpose at work is one of the most significant
challenges of our world today, and many of us struggle to live
out our faith in the workplace. Does our work matter to God?
Is ambition good? How do I cope with failure? How do I make
difficult decisions? What is the best way to manage stress? In
this book, Ken Costa addresses these fundamental questions
about our daily work. As the author addresses these questions,
he encourages us to turn our work stations into worship stations.

Thursdays

Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz - Women’s Bible Study
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
Starting at 7:30 p.m. via phone conf.

Fridays

Study of the Bible-Book of Exodus and Leviticus
- Women’s Small Group Bible Study Class
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander
Starting at 10:45 a.m. via phone conf.
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Stephen Ministry

Watch Your Step!

By Mike Skerritt

New railings on the Chancel Steps are lifesavers for some
of the more mature members of First Baptist. Thanks to
generous financial support from David Cumming, Betty
Daniels and Mike Skerritt, plus funds from the new FBC
Capital Account, the church could afford to address
an issue that has bothered some of our members for
a long time, the difficulty of getting up and down the
steps to and from the Chancel area of the church. John
Winterich, the gentleman who developed and executed
the plan for our Columbarium, worked with Jeff Gordon
and Tom Zak on the location and design of the railings,
and he included carving details he incorporated in the
two Chancel tables he built several years ago, the small
tables that sit between the beautiful, majestic chairs on
the Chancel during a traditional service, creating a place
for hymnals, Bibles, etc. for Sunday service participants.
Thank you David, Betty, Mike and Jeff for this beautiful
and practical addition to the FBC Sanctuary!
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By Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

Stephen Ministry provides free and confidential Christian emotional
support for those going through a difficult time in their life.
There will be a new training class this fall (2022) for those
who want to become Stephen Ministers. Please talk with Iris
Goins or Mari Schroeder-Jenkins for more information.
If anyone is in need of a Stephen Minister or needs more info,
send a request to: stephenministry@firstbaptistcleveland.
org or visit firstbaptistcleveland.org/prayer-requests.

Into the Woods It’s Time to Go!
By Kelley Plats

It all started because of beans! You see a young couple
was expecting a child and the wife was craving all sorts
of greens. The husband, wanting to provide, hopped the
fence to the neighboring garden and filled his arms with
cabbages, lettuces, peppers, arugula, and more. Little
did he know that he was stealing from a witch! All this
the witch could forgive, but not the last thing he took…
her BEANS!
Curious what happens next? You’ll have to join the
Happy Ending Lyric Players for their production of Into
the Woods March 25th – April 3rd. This Broadway classic
from Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine invites you
into the world of some of your favorite fairy tales to tell
a new story. It is both comedy and cautionary tale full of
a colorful cast of characters!
We look forward to sharing more about this show in the
coming weeks! Tickets are available now! The Happy
Ending Lyric Players are grateful for the support of our
First Baptist Family and hope to see many of you in the
woods. Just be sure to watch out for wolves, they always
seem so nice…but nice is different than good!

February For Kids
Jesus’ Teaching
10:00 a.m. Sundays
Kindergarten – 4th-Grade Children
We welcome children in person on the first and third
Sundays during worship service. This plan is contingent
upon having sufficient volunteer coverage. We will notify
families by Saturday afternoon via email if we need to
cancel class. On the Sundays that we are not meeting
in person, we will continue to provide Biblically themed
activity bags for all children. The Discipleship Cluster will
revisit this plan monthly and adjust as needed. Contact
Carly for more information –
cmarino@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Youth Ministry

• Jesus Calls Disciples (Luke 5)
• Blessings and Woes (Luke 6)
• Love Your Enemies (Luke 6)
• The Transfiguration (Luke 9)

10:00 a.m. Sundays
5th – 12th Grade Youth
At this time, the youth are meeting in
person during worship service on the
2nd Sunday of each month. All other
Sundays they meet via Zoom at noon. Please contact Ship
at scolins@firstbaptistcleveland.org for more information
and to sign up.

Calvary Meals For The Homeless
By Tina Marr
Friday, February 25 at 4:00 PM
Our provision of
hot meals on the
fourth Friday of
each month is still
proceeding during
the Coronavirus
pandemic, thanks
to thinking outside
the box to put food
inside the (takeout)
box!
Our next meal service will be on Friday, Feb. 25, 2022,
from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. at New Life at Calvary, located
at the corner of East 79th Street and Euclid Avenue. We
hope you can join us for all or part of the time. If you
are not able to attend, no worries. Maybe you’d like to
donate a food item or bring your clean restaurant takeout
containers to FBC. If you have any questions or interest
in assisting with this ministry, please contact Tina Marr –
firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary

Your Amazon Purchases
Your online Amazon purchases can benefit FBC! When
you shop on smile.amazon.com. Products marked “Eligible
for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages
donate 0.5% of the purchase price to “First Baptist
Church of Greater Cleveland” when you select it as your
charitable organization… happy shopping!

Right Now Media Library
Access thousands of titles on your
computer, tablet or phone for FREE!
If you are currently using or interested in
using this library please let Rev. Sandra
Alexander know through this form
firstbaptistcleveland.org/rightnow
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Alona Miller - Featured Artist in the Fairmount Hall Gallery

6

An exciting new art
exhibit is installed in
our Fairmount Hall
Gallery. You won’t
want to miss this
dynamic display
of one of our own
member’s artistic
talent, talent that is
already recognized
in artistic circles as
being exceptional. It
is the work of our own
Alona Miller!
You may not have ever seen any of Alona’s artwork, but
you have probably seen her playing her guitar during
the offertory of some of our church services. This merely
demonstrates that artistic interest and talent doesn’t have
to be limited to one discipline. If you are interested in and
have some capability in more than one artistic endeavor,
why not try them all. And that’s what Alona has done.
And we’re glad she has!
Here is Alona’s Artist’s Statement.
“There’s less to a portrait that meets the eye, and more”
Teju Cole (2018)
Often when we view a painting, we like to get into the
mind of the artist. We assume that every brushstroke is
purposeful, every color has a meaning, the created image
is a window into the artist’s emotions. We are guilty of
imposing ideas onto every piece of visual content that
we come across. We observe, hoping there is a hidden
purpose, a greater meaning to the work—a greater
meaning of the world.
Instead, I come to the canvas with my imagination
unrestrained, my ideas unplanned. The resulting simplicity
of my artwork juxtaposes the complete chaos going on
in my mind during my high school career. It was at this
time when my pieces were created. Many people missed
the obvious as the ordinariness of my humanity became
superimposed over the perhaps unnoticeable fragility
of my mental state. I sought the luminosity of color to
undermine the darkness of my unrelenting anxiety and
depression. It felt as if the only control I had were the
strokes of my pencil, or whatever medium of my choice.
My artwork is to be encountered, replicating the small
shreds of beauty that I found in my everyday routine,
which motivated my will to live.
We analyze art with the idea that things are not always
what they seem. In some cases, this is true. But more
often than not, we get caught up in the small details and
miss the blatant truth lying on the surface. Whatever
features are drawn in my paintings should be taken
for what they are. My canvases should be approached
without preconceptions so as to allow each viewer to
evoke their own experience with the images. Unbound

By Mike Skerritt

from the constraints of interpretation, my works are the
embodiment of self-expression—the pathway that I found
to psychological freedom.
–Alona Miller, 2021
A 2021 graduate of Shaker Heights High School Alona
Miller was the Visuals Managing Editor alongside David
Vahey of the award-winning Shaker Heights High School
student news organization, visually representing and
enhancing stories through her ideas and illustrations. She
also enjoys sketching and painting in her free time.
And for her musical interest and ability, Alona, a guitar
student during high school of our own Brian Kozak, was a
part of the Cleveland Bella Corda guitar ensemble. Those
lessons are temporarily on hold while Alona attends New
York University, major to be determined.
We welcome Alona Miller to the FBC Fairmount Hall
Gallery! Please visit to see her beautiful work.

Alona Miller’s Art
Now in the Fairmount Hall Gallery
March 16,2021 (2021)
iPad with Apple Pen
Giclee 12x18 on Deep Matte Photographic
$350

In Between the Lines (2020)
iPad with Apple Pen
Giclee 16x20 on Deep Matte Photographic
$350

2020, Celebrity Escapism (2020)
iPad with Apple Pen
Giclee 12x18 on Deep Matte Photographic
$350

January 20, 2017 – January 20, 2021 (2021)
iPad with Apple Pen
Giclee 12x18 on Deep Matte Photographic
$350

Alona Miller’s Art
Now in the Fairmount Hall Gallery
May 25, 2020 (2020)
iPad with Apple Pen
Giclee 18x24 on Deep Matte Photographic
$350

February 23, 2020 (2020)
iPad with Apple Pen
Giclee 18x24 on Deep Matte Photographic
$350

2020, The Era of Disinformation (2020)
iPad with Apple Pen
Giclee 18x24 on Deep Matte Photographic
$350

Woman: A Symphony of Color (pt. 1) (2021)
iPad with Apple Pen
Giclee 16x20 on Deep Matte Photographic
$350

Woman: A Symphony of Color (pt. 2) (2021)
iPad with Apple Pen
Giclee 18x24 on Deep Matte Photographic
$350
Woman: A Symphony of Color (pt. 3) (2021)
iPad with Apple Pen
Giclee 16x20 on Deep Matte Photographic
$350

March 13, 2020 (2020)
iPad with Apple Pen
Giclee 12x18 on Deep Matte Photographic
$350

Music &
Fine Arts
Update
By Mike Skerritt

(Thank you
COVID-19!)
I can’t believe
we’re saying
this, but entering our third year dealing with the
COVID-19 pandemic we once again have to cancel or
postpone some of our Music and Fine Arts events listed
on FBC’s 2021-2022 Music and Fine Arts Season schedule.
We have already postponed until fall the “A Time to
Mourn, a Time to Dance” art song presentation by
Angela Zawada and Helena Safarova. If things quiet
down on the pandemic we’re hoping to present this
delightful concert in the September-October time frame.
We are now canceling for this season the Jazz-Poetry
Night that was to have featured the wonderful Demetrius
Steinmetz trio. We will try again in February 2023.
However, always
the optimist, Kelley
Platz is going ahead
with rehearsals, set
construction, and all the
other related activities for
HELP’s spring production
of Into the Woods. We are
counting on having passed
the peak of the Omicron
variant of the pandemic by
opening night, March 25
which would allow patrons
to attend with reasonable
precautions.
Citing an abundance of caution the Suburban Symphony
has postponed its concert of the Faure’ Requiem
scheduled for May 22 which was to have featured
the FBC Chancel Choir. SSO is looking at a fall 2022
alternative date, again depending on how the COVID-19
epidemic is playing out.
Apollo’s Fire has not yet altered its spring schedule for
the two events scheduled at FBC for February 20 and
March 18, so check their web site for updates. We will
try to keep you posted on their schedule as we learn of
any changes.
We will keep
you appraised
of any new
developments
to the 20212022 Music
and Fine Arts
Schedule as
they develop.
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Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater
Cleveland
Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon
or want to hear
one again?

youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

2022 FBC Lay Leadership
Moderator: Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator: Jennifer Whatley Williams
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns
Personnel: David Stevens

Serving in Ministry
Ministries

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler
Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,
& Communications

Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

Discipleship: Dana Capers
Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,
Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups
Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts
Stephen Ministry, Deacons,
& New Member Orientation
Stewardship: Dan Brown
Finance & Property: TBD
Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal
Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

Music Ministries

Publicity/Technology

Greg Beckner - Web Design, Publicity, Social Media
Video Production, Photography
Jeff Gordon - Video Production

Office

Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

Send content for the next issue by Feb 15th to Greg
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Mar.1

