
Where did summer go? As we get back 
to learning we need to keep God in our 
hearts and minds.
Our sanctuary is open for worship but due 
to COVID-19 our classes and meetings 
are still via Zoom. Our worship service is 
also streamed LIVE Sunday morning on 
YouTube while previous videos can be 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

December 2021

First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland

In
This

Issue

Tower Tidings

For to us a child is born!
viewed anytime on our YouTube Channel. 
Visit our Church Updates page for any 
changes. If you have anyone who needs our 
prayers please submit a request online for 
our prayer team. Stay healthy! If you have 
any trouble accessing any of our activities or 
have challenges using technology call Pastor 
Kregg 216-882-8555 and he can connect 
you with someone who can help!

But the angel said to them,  
“Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people.”
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  The heart of Christmas centers on a contrast between  
 the ordinary and the miraculous. A baby is born to a 
young mother far away from her home with only her 
husband by her side, finding refuge in a small town’s 
stable—birth by the darkness of night, yet filled with 
the light of angels. A beginning accepted by faith, a 
virgin gives birth, defying the possible in embracing the 
impossible. From this night, a baby was brought into 
this world cherished by his parents and shared with the 
whole world one day. 
Every year we pause a few weeks in December to 
reflect on the impact of this child’s birth. Radio stations 
begin playing Christmas music in October, and stores 
pipe in Christmas music to entice shoppers to spend 
a little more, boosted with a dose of ‘holiday cheer.’ 
Decorations, travel, gifts, wrapping, shipping, and 
holiday foods temper the celebration with added stress. 
It is not surprising that the number of cynics and 
scrooges continues to grow. 
My wife and I watched a Christmas movie last night 
that captured the sentiment of the dysfunction of the 
season. Stressful situations within families and strained 
relationships are exasperated by the many demands 
of the season. Add to this the continued impact of 
COVID-19, shipping problems, travel restrictions, high 
gas, and food prices, and we face a Christmas filled 
with worries. For this reason, many people count down 
the days until it’s over. 
If you can remember the 1990 movie Home Alone (the 
original), there’s a moment young Kevin walks past a 
nativity scene outside the church. In the background, 
we can hear ‘O Holy Night’. After hearing the music, he 
ponders going in to listen to the music. He looks up and 
down before deciding to trudge through the snowy path 
and into the church. Once he enters, he almost appears 
lost, as the music reaches the high note ‘Fall on your 
knees and hear the angel’s voices...’ as the camera pans 
to the choir showing us a shot of the nave. 
As it gets to the line ‘O Night when Christ was born’, 
we see Kevin directly in line with the altar. After he sits 
down, he is approached by the elderly man from his 
neighborhood that he fears. As the old man, named 
Marley, points out his red-haired granddaughter on the 
altar, a statue of the Virgin Mary is visible, the choir is 

on the altar, and the tabernacle with Cross above. 
Marley explains that he is there to hear them 
sing because he won’t be welcome to hear his 
granddaughter on Christmas Day. He tells Kevin, “I’m 
not welcome,” to which Kevin replies, “At church?”, 
“You’re always welcome at church”. When Marley 
asks Kevin if he’s been a good boy, Kevin replies, 
“I think so.” Marley responds, “Can you swear by 
that?” A degree of honestly hits Kevin as he answers 
“no.” “I had a feeling, this is the place to be if you 
have been feeling bad about yourself,” says Marley. 
Kevin confesses his faults, desire to do better, and 
the honesty to admit that he misses his family. This 
becomes the pivotal point in the movie. 
It is simple, elegant, and memorable. Marley reunites 
with his estranged son in the film’s final scene, and 
Kevin waves to him. Like Marley in Charles Dickens’s 
Christmas Carol, he has been weighed down by the 
chain of his sins, and he is now freed from them. The 
turning point for both took place at the church. The 
church became a place to pause and reflect upon the 
things that matter most and Christmas at a time of most 
significant importance. 
The contrast of the season’s stressfulness is the 
message of Christmas of peace celebrated by joy. It is 
the gift of life, and it is a message of hope, peace, and 
love from our Heavenly Father in God’s Son, Jesus the 
Christ. Quoting from another family Christmas favorite, 
Charlie Brown’s Christmas, Charlie Brown is distressed 
by the seemingly meaningless of the season and asks, 
“Isn’t there anyone who knows what Christmas is all 
about?” To which Linus responds, “’ For unto you is 
born this day in the City of David a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord.’... That’s what Christmas is all about, 
Charlie Brown.” 
May you find the hope, peace, joy, and love of the 
season of Christmas in God’s gift- our Savior Jesus 
Christ. We love you and want to be a blessing to you all! 
Pastor Kregg and Ann Burris

For Unto You A Child Is Born

Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor

Sunday Discipleship Hour 
Sundays at 12:00 p.m. via Zoom
Praying with Jesus by Dr. James Banks
Facilitated by Marty Capers
As we live within this complex and 
unpredictable world, prayer is vital to our 
existence, our mental health, and primarily to 
our relationship with Jesus Christ. In essence, every season 
should be a season of prayer. The theme of this study is 
to help us develop a life of prayer which will manifest in 
us through our ever-deepening interactions with God who 
created us and loves us.” In this study, Dr. Banks beckons 
us to develop a more in-depth understanding of prayer. 
Furthermore, he highlights effective strategies which will 
enhance our ability to speak with our Lord and Savior 
through prayer. Dr. Banks is providing a spotlight on the 
most significant conversations we will have during our lives; 
those we have with God. Don’t miss this thought provoking 
discussion about the privilege and power of prayer!
Wednesdays In The Word 
Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz 
Women’s Bible Study 
Facilitated by Martha Lant and Sandra Alexander
Starting at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-
sleeves look at Scripture.” As noted by the 
author, “These fifty-two weekly studies emphasize personal 
application and will draw you directly into God’s Word…to 
love Him more”. Each lesson contains a short reflection that 
considers our present-day way of life, but the richness in 
the lessons stem from the connections to Scriptures in the 
Old and New Testaments.
As explained by the publisher, the author does not attempt 
to explain her interpretation of the Scriptures, but through 
questioning leads the reader to personally dig into Scripture. 
So please join the Women’s Bible Study to discover God’s 
message for yourself!
Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz - Women’s Bible Study
Facilitated by Tobili Sam Yellowe
Starting at 7:30 p.m. via Phone Conference
The Passion Translation: The Passion 
Life Bible Study Series: The Book of 
Hebrews by Brian Simmons - Men’s Group 
Facilitated by Eddie Wills 
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Come, join the Men’s Bible Study, and deepen 
your biblical understanding of the book of 
Hebrews. As stated by the author, “The book of Hebrews 
presents Jesus as gloriously divine, wonderfully human, and 
the fulfillment of the Old Testament. It is also one of God’s 
greatest gifts to His church as it provides an expository 
look at the person, life, covenant, sacrifice, and ministry 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is indeed greater than all 
others.” This magnificent book of the Bible leaves the reader 
with an incredibly rich understanding that “Jesus is better 

than everything that had come before and that would come 
after him.” Hebrews is relevant to every believer today. 
For it clearly states that Jesus is the same yesterday, and 
today and forever. Hebrews also contains the verse that 
sustains us through challenges as it reminds us that faith is 
confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what 
we do not see. So, come let’s spur one another on as we 
meet to learn more about Jesus, our high Priest, who offered 
for all time one sacrifice for sins.
Psalms: Poetry, Praise, and Passionate Prayer 
Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for 
Teaching and Preaching by James L. Mays 
Facilitated by Rev. David Chapman  
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
The Book of Psalms has been a favorite of Jewish and 
Christian believers for centuries. For many of the faithful, this 
is the “go-to” book for divine guidance and solace. But it is far 
more than a book of simple comfort and sentimentality. The 
psalmists expressed deep, often passionate emotions ranging 
between exaltation and rage, triumph and despair, all in the 
context of their relationship with the living God.
Using a layperson-level commentary written by a widely 
respected scholar, this course will survey principles for 
interpreting the psalter, and examine more deeply several 
individual and representative psalms. Join us in studying this 
timeless book of songs and poetry, and learn to embrace 
more of the passion that is central to our faith!
God at Work: Live Each Day With Purpose  
by Ken Costa 
 New Men’s Bible Study Class
 Starting January 5 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Facilitated by Pastor Kregg Burris and Doug Clubine 
Everyday God calls us to the work we are doing. 
God is interested not only in what we do, but 
how we do it. However, finding purpose at work 
is one of the most significant challenges of our world today, 
and many of us struggle to live out our faith in the workplace. 
Does our work matter to God? Is ambition good? How do I 
cope with failure? How do I make difficult decisions? What 
is the best way to manage stress? In this book, Ken Costa 
addresses these fundamental questions about our daily work. 
As the author addresses these questions, he will encourage us 
to turn our work stations into worship stations.
Thursdays  
Study of the Bible-Book of Exodus and Leviticus 
-Women’s Small Group Bible Study 
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander  
Starting at 10:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
via phone conference
Into The Word by Anne Graham Lotz 
Women’s Bible Study  
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Alexander  
Starting at 7:30 p.m. via phone conference
For more information or to sign up of a class contact Rev. 
Sandra Alexander - salexander@firstbaptistcleveland.org.

Christian Education Opportunities 
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The Happy Ending Lyric Players 
Go Into the Woods! By Kelley Plats

The Happy 
Ending Lyric 
Players had an 
amazing evening 
of music on 
Saturday 
November 13th 
to benefit our 
organization’s 
spring production of Into the Woods! Thank you to all of 
those who joined us to support this program as well as 
all the arts at FBC!
Open auditions for Into the Woods are coming up soon! 
Join us the weekend of January 8th – January 10th to be 
part of the story (or should we say stories). Auditions for 
Into the Woods will be by appointment at the First Baptist 
Church of Greater Cleveland. Please prepare 32 bars of a 
ballad and 32 bars of an up-tempo song (please do not 
select songs from Into the Woods). An accompanist will 
be available, please bring your sheet music.
Time slots are 1 hour to allow ample time to hear 
singing auditions and cold reading. There is no 
choreography at auditions.
Please use the Sign-Up Genius link to select your 
audition time. If you have any questions, you can always 
reach out to our production team! We look forward to 
seeing and hearing you all!
SHOW DATES: March 25th - April 3rd.
Audition Link: The Happy Ending Lyric Players: 
Into the Woods Auditions signupgenius.com/
go/10c0d4cafaa2ea1fcc25-into

Following a competitive, nationwide search, YOSA is pleased 
to announce Jerrod Price as its new Executive Director. 
Jerrod is set to begin with YOSA in mid-November 2021.
Jerrod Price is a music advocate, arts administrator, 
strategist, and trumpet player. Prior to joining YOSA as 
Executive Director, Jerrod served as Dean of Musician and 
Community Advancement at the Cleveland Institute of 
Music and as Director of Admission and Financial Aid for 
the Interlochen Center for the Arts.
His collaborative, student-focused, and metrics-
driven approach has led the way towards increased 
and improved enrollment stability at coveted musical 
institutions across the US, including the Interlochen 
Center for the Arts, University of Denver’s Lamont School 
of Music, and the Cleveland Institute of Music. 
At CIM, Price oversaw a large portfolio of activities at the 
institute, including Admissions, Financial Aid, Student Affairs, 
CIM² , and Preparatory & Continuing Education. Price is 
a graduate of the prestigious Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music. Trumpet teachers include John Rommel, 
Charlie Daval, Geoff Hardcastle, and Scott Johnston. 
Jerrod’s wife, Stephanie is a native of San Antonio and 
a proud YOSA alum. Jerrod, Stephanie, and their three 
children are thrilled to join the San Antonio community.

Stephanie Price Moves to Texas as Jerrod 
Becomes YOSA Executive Director

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry provides free and confidential Christian emotional 
support for those going through a difficult time in their life. 
If anyone is in need of a Stephen Minister, send a request to: 
stephenministry@firstbaptistcleveland.org or visit 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/prayer-requests.

by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins
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Sunday, December 12th at 10:15 a.m. – Youth Ministry 
Christmas Party Join us in the youth wing.

Saturday, December 18th at 2 p.m. – FBC Caroling 
Our members and their friends are welcome to join us for an 
outdoor warm-up before traveling with their pod to spread 
some Christmas Cheer to some of our homebound members!

Sunday, December 19th at 9:45 a.m. – Children’s 
Ministry Christmas Party
The children will get together in Wheaton for crafts, games, 
and Christmas karaoke! Wear your favorite ugly Christmas 
sweater or PJs.

Sunday, December 19th at 4:00 p.m. – Jazz Christmas
A celebration of the Christmas season with 
traditional Christmas music and carols by the 
Demetrius Steinmetz trio and special guests.

Monday-Thursday, December 20th-23rd – Fireside 
Story Time!

Each day a different person will read a story 
to our families from the Fireside room in front 
of the fire. This will be pre-recorded and 
streamed. This is streamed so it is open to all, 
but geared toward our families to have special 

Christmas programming.

Friday, December 24th at 7:00 p.m. –  
The Story of Christmas
Join us in person or LIVE on YouTube to be part 
of The Story of Christmas. This service is fun 

for the whole family! Be part of the magic of Christmas as we 
show you the journey of Mary, Joseph, the Wise Men, and the 
Shepherds. Join the choir of angels in song as they spread 
good tidings of great news for all people! The service ends 
with a message of hope that has been passed from generation 
to generation and a beautiful rendition of ‘Silent Night’ as we 
fill our Gothic Sanctuary with Candlelight in preparation for 
the birth of Jesus. All are welcome to hear the good news and 
experience The Story of Christmas.

Friday, December 24th at 11:00 p.m. – 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Tune in Christmas Eve for a traditional 
Candlelight Service, now presented entirely 

online. This service continues a long-standing tradition at 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland, giving the listener 
a moment of serenity to contemplate the true meaning of 
Christmas. Familiar tunes, such as “O Holy Night,” “Away in 
a Manger” and “Silent Night” are featured, along with cozy, 
fireside readings of the story of Christmas.

Alona Miller, Artist

Sometime this month, in time for the Christmas holidays, 
an exciting new art exhibit will be installed in our Fairmount 
Hall Gallery. You won’t want to miss this dynamic display 
of one of our own member’s artistic talent, talent that is 
already recognized in artistic circles as being exceptional. 
It will be the work of our own Alona Miller!
You may not have ever seen any of Alona’s artwork, but 
you have probably seen her playing her guitar during 
the offertory of some of our church services. This merely 
demonstrates that artistic interest and talent doesn’t have 
to be limited to one discipline. If you are interested in and 
have some capability in more than one artistic endeavor, 
why not try them all. And that’s what Alona has done. 
And we’re glad she has!
Here is Alona’s Artist’s Statement. “There’s less to a 
portrait that meets the eye, and more”  Teju Cole (2018)
Often when we view a painting, we like to get into the 
mind of the artist. We assume that every brushstroke is 
purposeful, every color has a meaning, the created image 
is a window into the artist’s emotions. We are guilty of 
imposing ideas onto every piece of visual content that 
we come across. We observe, hoping there is a hidden 
purpose, a greater meaning to the work—a greater 
meaning of the world.

Celebrate Christmas With Us

The Christmas Mitten Tree is up in the Fairmount Hall to 
help remind us of the five local agencies that we are helping 
this Christmas. You, our giving congregation, have helped 
us get started on our giving. We have been able to send 
a generous check to the Cleveland Men’s Shelter at 2100 
Lakeside. This will help with their urgent need of providing 
bus passes for men traveling the city for job interviews and 
yes to jobs.
Another check has been sent to Fairhill Partners to help 
grandparents raising grandchildren give Christmas gifts to 
their grandchildren. The executive director at Fairhill, our 
own member, Stephanie FallCreek told me that their need 
to help more families keeps going up and up, she is most 
appreciative of this support.
Now we need your help in the following ways.
1. The Men’s shelter at 2100 Lakeside is in need of 
used winter clothing including shoes, boots and socks. I 
am sure that every man sitting here today or watching on 
line at home could find 1 or 2 items in their closet that they 
have not worn in a couple of years. Your donations will be 
appreciated by the guys at the shelter.
2. Global Cleveland is the umbrella organization in town 
coordinating the many refugees coming to North East Ohio. 
We have all seen pictures in the news of the horrific living 
conditions in refugee camps In speaking with a staff at 
Global Cleveland I was told that currently a major need is 
household to help people get up an apartment. Such things 
as, brooms, dust pans, waste baskets, sponges, dish towels, 
kitchen utensils are all needed. You will find a box under the 
mitten tree for your donations.
3. The Hot meal program at Calvary Church at 79th 
& Euclid has been an outreach program for us for many 
years. For the last several years it has been under the expert 
leadership of Tina Marr. It has become a tradition now that at 
the January meal, in addition to the dinner, a little gift bag is 
given to each guest. You can help with this by donating socks 
and toiletries items such as bars of soap, toothpaste, lotion, 
etc. There is a box under the mitten tree for your gifts.
4. Family Promise of Cleveland, is a family shelter. They 
will appreciate your donation of mittens, hats & gloves. 
When you are out shopping, it will be appreciated if you can 
pick up a pair of mittens or a warm cap. When you come to 
church just hang them on the mitten tree and we will see 
that they are delivered.
5. R.M.& M. offering. This is an offering taken each 
December that gives a bonus financial gift to our American 
Baptist retired Missionaries and Ministers each year. Many of 
these men & women spent their whole career on a foreign 
mission assignment and many served as a pastor of a small 
church where their income was limited. Getting this yearly 
bonus can mean getting new tires for their car, a hearing 
aide or a trip to see family. Your check with R.M.&.M. in the 
memo will be gratefully received.
Your Mitten Tree gifts and donations will be received 
until Monday, January 3rd.

Christmas Mitten Tree Project by Fean Leanza

December Birthdays
Knauf, Phyllis 12/01
Donley, Kim Spitz 12/02

Gocan, Evon G. 12/02
Alt, James 12/07

Belhobek, Jeanie 12/10
Adams-Case, Kathy 12/13
Gottschling, June 12/15
Belhobek, George 12/17

Brown, Nancy 12/17
Hungate, Kara 12/18
Olexa, Jacquelyn L. 12/18
Tillman, Jerry 12/20

Burns, Chris 12/21
Liu, Lynne 12/23
White, Sonja 12/23
Jenkins, Gregg 12/27

Thanksgiving Food Giveaway

Sunday, Nov 21st many stayed after worship to help pack 
the 200 Thanksgiving boxes of food that went out to 
people in need in our community. Spahr Center was alive 

with action as the 45 volunteers; 
children, teens and adults, all worked 
together. Then on Monday afternoon 
another crew arrived to load the 
boxes of food into cars. Your generous 
donations of money and time made 
Thanksgiving a joyous holiday for the 
recipients.Thanks to the co-leaders, 
Carol Broadbent and Bear Allen for 
their excellent leadership!

by Fean Leanza

Instead, I come to the canvas with my imagination 
unrestrained, my ideas unplanned. The resulting  
simplicity of my artwork juxtaposes the complete chaos 
going on in my mind during my high school career. It was 
at this time when my pieces were created. Many people 
missed the obvious as the ordinariness of my humanity 
became superimposed over the perhaps unnoticeable 
fragility of my mental state. I sought the luminosity 
of color to undermine the darkness of my unrelenting 
anxiety and depression. It felt as if the only control I had 
were the strokes of my pencil, or whatever medium of 
my choice. My artwork is to be encountered, replicating 
the small shreds of beauty that I found in my everyday 
routine, which motivated my will to live.
We analyze art with the idea that things are not always 
what they seem. In some cases, this is true. But more 
often than not, we get caught up in the small details and 
miss the blatant truth lying on the surface. Whatever 
features are drawn in my paintings should be taken 
for what they are. My canvases should be approached 
without preconceptions so as to allow each viewer to 
evoke their own experience with the images. Unbound 
from the constraints of interpretation, my works are the 
embodiment of self-expression—the pathway that I found 
to psychological freedom.
–Alona Miller, 2021
A 2021 graduate of Shaker Heights High School Alona 
Miller was the Visuals Managing Editor alongside David 
Vahey of the award-winning Shaker Heights High School 
student news organization, visually representing and 
enhancing stories through her ideas and illustrations. She 
also enjoys sketching and painting in her free time.
And for her musical interest and ability, Alona, a guitar 
student during high school of our own Brian Kozak, was a 
part of the Cleveland Bella Corda guitar ensemble. Those 
lessons are temporarily on hold while Alona attends New 
York University, major to be determined.
We welcome Alona Miller to the FBC Fairmount Hall Gallery!



 

 
 

 

  

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: December 1, 2021 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org
Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland

Moderator: Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns
Personnel: Marty Capers
Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler 
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,
 & Communications
Discipleship: Dana Capers
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry, 
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups
Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons, 
 & New Member Orientation
Stewardship: Lynne Liu
Finance & Property: Jennifer Whatley-Williams
Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal
Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2021 FBC Lay Leadership

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?

youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes - 
Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Music Ministries
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

Marketing/Photography/Video
Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media

Office 
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

Serving in Ministry

 
Send content for the next issue by Dec. 15th to Greg 
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Jan.1 


