
Days are growing shorter and the pandemic 
is lasting longer. Lord give us strength to 
protect our bodies, minds, and faith.
Our sanctuary is open for worship but due to 
COVID-19 most of our classes and meetings 
are still via Zoom. Our worship service is 
also streamed LIVE Sunday morning on 
YouTube while previous videos can be 
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Tower Tidings

The Lord will keep you from all harm- he will watch over your life
viewed anytime on our YouTube Channel. 
Visit our Church Updates page for any 
changes. If you have anyone who needs our 
prayers please submit a request online for 
our prayer team. Stay healthy! If you have 
any trouble accessing any of our activities or 
have challenges using technology call Pastor 
Kregg 216-882-8555 and he can connect 
you with someone who can help!

The Colors
Are Changing
The grass withers and the flowers 
fall , but the word of our God 
endures forever. Isaiah 40:8 NIV
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October Birthdays
2nd Tina Marie Darrisaw
3rd Charley Cicco
5th Virginia Aveni

6th Miles Arnold Sr.
12th Jasmine Berry
12th Stephen Bopple

16th Brittney Ragin
17th Dean Dabson
19th Kay Kennard

24th Kelley Pernicone
24th Lakecia Wild
26th Katie Owens

28th Shalesha Andrews
28th Nancy Wheaton
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Over the past several months we’ve seen a major uptick 
in remodeling projects around the church. Many of 
these have been long overdue. This beautiful building 
celebrated it’s 93rd anniversary this past year with just 
seven more years before we gather to celebrate our 
Centennial in 2028. These projects have been made 
possible by the faithful contributions of members like 
you! Thank you for your continued financial contributions 
to the ministry of First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland. We also greatly appreciate the members of 
the Investment Committee and Finance and Property 
who have worked diligently to watch over the church 
finances in order to tackle these projects.
Special acknowledgment should also be mentioned to 
the work of Rev. Jeff Gordon who took on many of our 
projects over the past years, Tom Zac who is our full time 
Maintenance Supervisor who has been overseeing the 
current projects, and the members of our Building and 
Maintenance Committee (BMC) which was established 
earlier this year as a subcommittee under the Finance 
and Property Committee in order to expedite our projects 
and assist F & P in their oversight. These members 
include- Roby Gill, Kevin Boyer, Carol Broadbent, and 
Claude Kennard.
The following projects have been completed, are under 
construction, or being prepared to begin work in 2021.
- Drainage work in the church parking lot to clear up 
storm drains.

- Completely remodeled the church apartment.
- Replaced the sidewalk and curb along the Fairmount 
side of the building including new pavement in the 
‘horseshoe driveway,’ and the sidewalks, handicap 
parking spaces and curb along the Eaton side of the 
building on the east side of the sanctuary, and new 
pavement along the south side of the church near the 
hunger garden behind the church.

- Tuck point work has been going on in the courtyard 
all summer long with the north side of the building 
complete and the south side of the building about a 
quarter finished.

- Hired an engineering company to do an extensive 
survey of the many leaks in the church massive roof to 
determine the cause of our several leaks. We also are 
proceeding with repairs related to their findings.

- Approved work to be done to repair and refinish the oak  
exterior doors (12 sets). This will be a project which will 
take some time depending upon the weather.

- The organ repairs are scheduled to begin next month 
(October) which will permit the full range of the organ 
to once again be enjoyed by the congregation.

- A lightening suppression system has been tested with 
work completed to prevent damage to our building.

- The complete remodel and renovation of our bathrooms 
has been approved which will replace the old cast iron 
plumbing and add additional women’s stalls in the 
Fairmount Hall bathrooms and upgrade all bathrooms, 
as well as, to make them handicap compliant. This work 
is scheduled to get underway this fall but we are waiting 
for an official project start.

- The youth activity room is being completely remodeled 
by Jeff and Tom. The inner wall was removed and 
replaced as it had been damaged by leaks over the 
years. A new drop ceiling and recessed lights with fresh 
paint and restored floor provides a modern look to this 
great room.

- Work is being scheduled to add handrails to the front 
steps on both sides of the sanctuary. This has been a 
source of concern for many years. They will be beautifully 
crafted to match the style and beauty of the church.

Many of these projects will continue into the next year 
but have been on our project list for some time. Their 
completion will ensure our ministry in our community to 
continue for many years to come. Once again, thank you 
for your support and contributions.
Sincerely,

Under Construction

Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor

Sunday Discipleship Hour 
Starting Sept. 12 at 12:00 p.m. via Zoom
Power of Knowing God  by Dr. Tony Evans 
Facilitated by Marty Capers 
This Sunday Discipleship Hour class is 
embarking on a life transforming and extraordinary study. 
Please join us as we examine the Power of Knowing God 
by Dr. Tony Evans. As stated by Dr. Evans, “You go to 
church, you read the Bible, you participate in small groups, 
but many still don’t know God intimately.” This study will 
empower us to “experience a soul-deep closeness with 
God, practice relying on God instead of self-reliance, and 
find our identity and purpose in belonging to Him.”  Most 
significantly, this study will remind us to make developing 
our relationship with God our greatest purpose in life.
The Financial Peace Planner by Dave Ramsey  
Facilitated by Tammy Gordon & Kim Kidd Collins 
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. Test me in this,’ 
says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.’” 
Malachi 3:10
Using Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace Planner, learn to assess 
your financial situation, create a realistic budget, dump your 
debt, clean up your credit rating, and more. The Financial 
Peace Planner comes in a workbook format, allowing you 
to frequently monitor your progress and most importantly, 
to face your situation honestly. This book contains many 
inspirational insights that come from personal experience.

Wednesdays In The Word 
Starting Sept. 8
Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz  
Women’s Bible Study 
Facilitated by Martha Lant and Sandra Alexander 
Starting at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-sleeves look at 
Scripture.” As noted by the author, “These fifty-two weekly 
studies emphasize personal application and will draw you 
directly into God’s Word…to love Him more. Each lesson 
contains a short reflection that considers our present-day 
way of life, but the richness in the lessons stem from the 
connections to Scriptures in the Old and New Testaments.
As explained by the publisher, the author does not attempt 
to explain her interpretation of the Scriptures, but through 
questioning leads the reader to personally dig into Scripture. 
So please join the Women’s Bible Study to discover God’s 
message for yourself!
Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz - Women’s Bible Study 
Facilitated by Tobili Sam Yellowe 
Starting at 7:30 p.m. via Phone Conference

The Passion Translation: The Passion Life 
Bible Study Series: The Book of Hebrews 
by Brian Simmons - Men’s Group  
Facilitated by Eddie Wills 
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
Come, join the Men’s Bible Study, and deepen your biblical 
understanding of the book of Hebrews. As stated by the 
author, “The book of Hebrews presents Jesus as gloriously 
divine, wonderfully human, and the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament. It is also one of God’s greatest gifts to His 
church as it provides an expository look at the person, life, 
covenant, sacrifice, and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is indeed greater than all others.” This magnificent 
book of the Bible leaves the reader with an incredibly rich 
understanding that “Jesus is better that everything that 
had come before and that would come after him.” Hebrews 
is relevant to every believer today. For it clearly states that 
Jesus is the same yesterday, and today and forever. Hebrews 
also contains the verse that sustains us through challenges 
as it reminds us that faith is confidence in what we hope for 
and assurance about what we do not see.  So, come let’s 
spur one another on as we meet to learn more about Jesus, 
our high Priest, who offered for all time one sacrifice for sins.
Psalms: Poetry, Praise, and Passionate Prayer 
Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for 
Teaching and Preaching by James L. Mays  
Facilitated by Rev. David Chapman  
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
The Book of Psalms has been a favorite of Jewish and 
Christian believers for centuries. For many of the faithful, this 
is the “go-to” book for divine guidance and solace. But it is far 
more than a book of simple comfort and sentimentality. The 
psalmists expressed deep, often passionate emotions ranging 
between exaltation and rage, triumph and despair, all in the 
context of their relationship with the living God.
Using a layperson-level commentary written by a widely 
respected scholar, this course will survey principles for 
interpreting the psalter, and examine more deeply several 
individual and representative psalms. Join us in studying this 
timeless book of songs and poetry, and learn to embrace 
more of the passion that is central to our faith!

Thursdays  
Starting Sept. 9 via phone conference
Study of the Bible-Book of Exodus and 
Leviticus -Women’s Small Group Bible Study 
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander  
Starting at 10:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Into The Word by Anne Graham Lotz  
Women’s Bible Study  
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander  
Starting at 7:30 p.m.

For more information about classes contact  
Rev. Sandra Alexander - salexander@firstbaptistcleveland.org.

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/wednesdays/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/discipleship-hour/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/wednesdays/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/discipleship-hour/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/wednesdays/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/wednesdays/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/wednesdays/
mailto:salexander%40firstbaptcleveland.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20more%20information%20about%20Christian%20Education%20Classes.
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Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped us with 
our September 11th food distribution especially Annette 
Szalay, Roby Gill and Janice Van Leer (Kevin Bouyer’s 
Mom) who stepped in to help us with computer intake 
this month. The Cleveland Food Bank provided us 
with potatoes, nectarines, corn on the cob, cabbage, 
squash, boxes of macaroni and cheese to distribute. 
We were able to serve 260 people in our community! 
This month we distributed 40 school supply bags to our 
guests. A big thank you to the families at the Children’s 
Center and our Missions and Social Concerns Cluster 
for contributing the items for our bags. We also had a 
representative from Stella Maris who was available to 
share information on opioid addiction and to pass out 
Narcan kits. Narcan is a medication that can reverse an 
overdose caused by an opioid drug. We also distributed 
books and DVD’s provided by the Friends of the Heights 
Library. Our final distribution for this year will be October 
2nd from 10:00 am to 12:00 p.m. Hunger continues to 
be an issue in the Heights area. One in five households 
have made their first visit to a food bank in the past 
12 months. In Shaker Heights alone 4,800 are eligible 
to reach food but only 3,060 have done so according 
to the statistics by the Cleveland Food Bank.  Please 
help us spread the word! We can always use more 
volunteers so if you’re interested in helping to fight food 
insecurity in our community contact Karen Gill at kgill@
firstbaptistcleveland.org. 

The Monday Afternoon Group met on September 13 for 
dessert and to do their monthly service project. On this day 
we had fun decorating & filling boxes with Halloween treats 
for Family Promise of Cleveland. The boxes were delivered to 
this family shelter by Liz Gockel. The staff gratefully received 
the 20 boxes that will be delivered to the 20 families living at 
this near by shelter.

The Monday Afternoon Group 
Helps Family Promise by Fran Leanza

Fighting Hunger Together By Karen Gill

Stephen Ministry provides free and confidential Christian emotional 
support for those going through a difficult time in their life. 
If anyone is in need of a Stephen Minister, send a request to: 
stephenministry@firstbaptistcleveland.org or visit 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/first-baptist-online/prayer-requests.

Stephen Ministry by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

Sanctuary Choir: Rehearsals are on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in 
Spahr Center.  Vaccination is required to participate at this time.
Bells: Handbell rehearsals are on Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary. sprice@firstbaptistcleveland.org

FBC Music Notes

We’ve been authorized to go back into prisons on 
October 28th. Unfortunately we’re not going to be 
able to have home baked cookies. It’s a state mandate 
across all prisons. We could use donations for meal 
tickets $5 or $10 with checks made out to Kairos Ohio. 
This will help defray the cost of food that we’re going 
to need to purchase from a local restaurant. Watch for 
more information on how you can help with our ministry 
as it evolves. Thank you for your faithful support.

Kairo’s Cookie Ministry by Brian Broadbent

Oct. 17th
at 4 pm
Oct. 17th
at 4 pm

BROWNS
WATCH PARTY
BROWNS
WATCH PARTY
Boxed subs served.Boxed subs served.

RSVP to Ship by Oct 10th
scollins@firstbaptistcleveland.org
RSVP to Ship by Oct 10th
scollins@firstbaptistcleveland.org

In the
Spahr Center &

Tressler Courtyard.

In the
Spahr Center &

Tressler Courtyard.

Our children are visiting Patterson’s Fruit Farm on 
October 24th, RSVP to cmarino@firstbaptistcleveland.org.

The 49ers will be having a social event and lunch at 
Welshfield Inn on Saturday, October 9th at Noon.

49ers Social Event & Lunch

Thanks To Our Hunger 
Fighting Team

kgill@firstbaptistcleveland.org
kgill@firstbaptistcleveland.org
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/food-giveaway/
sprice@firstbaptistcleveland.org
cmarino@firstbaptistcleveland.org


 

 
 

 

  

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: October 1, 2021 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland

Moderator: Dan Mizener 
Vice Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Melinda Burns 
Personnel: Marty Capers

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Dana Capers 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Lynne Liu

Finance & Property: Jennifer Whatley-Williams

Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal

Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2021 FBC Lay Leadership

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?

youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes -  
Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Music Ministries
Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

Marketing/Photography/Video
Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media

Office 
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

Serving in Ministry

 
Send content for the next issue by Oct. 15th to Greg 
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Nov. 1 

http://firstbaptistcleveland.org
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Question%20About%20First%20Baptist%20Church
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Tower%20Tiding%20Content%20Included

