
Where did summer go? As we get back 
to learning we need to keep God in our 
hearts and minds.
Our sanctuary is open for worship but due 
to COVID-19 our classes and meetings 
are still via Zoom. Our worship service is 
also streamed LIVE Sunday morning on 
YouTube while previous videos can be 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2021

First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland

In
This

Issue

Tower Tidings

The Lord will keep you from all harm- he will watch over your life
viewed anytime on our YouTube Channel. 
Visit our Church Updates page for any 
changes. If you have anyone who needs our 
prayers please submit a request online for 
our prayer team. Stay healthy! If you have 
any trouble accessing any of our activities or 
have challenges using technology call Pastor 
Kregg 216-882-8555 and he can connect 
you with someone who can help!
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“If any of you lacks wisdom, 
you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without fi nding 
fault, and it will be given to you.” 
James 1:5
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Ronald Bell was a 42 year old inmate being released after 
serving ten years in prison for armed robbery. A young 
kid with a diffi cult home life, a friend asked him to act as 
a look out while he robbed a convenience store. When 
the robbery was taking longer than he thought, Ronald 
went inside to see what was gong on. Upon entry his 
friend handed him a bag of money as he held his gun 
at the cashier. Ronald’s clear picture was recorded on 
the video camera from the store and both were caught 
within hours.
On the day of his release, having served his time, his 
father confronted him with a single question, “Are you 
still a criminal?”
Each of us struggle with the questions of who we truly 
are. It is a question of our being, our existence, perhaps 
even our identity. The father’s question was painful but 
honest. Who was Ronald Bell? Was he a former criminal 
or was he still a criminal?
Over the years I have heard many people say something 
to the effect, “people never change,” or “once a (fi ll in 
the blank), then always a (fi ll in the blank.).”
As a Christian, our faith is based upon the presupposition 
that change is possible. Our past does not have to dictate 
our future. Our Christian vocabulary is fi lled with words 
promising transformation: redemption, forgiveness, 
restoration, renewal, reconciliation, grace, and rebirth. 
These many words are made possible by both the love 
and grace of God and the sacrifi ce made by Jesus Christ.
It is faith in God that reveals a way out of the cycle of 
past choices and its associated guilt and shame. It is 
different for each person, but it is also possible for each 
person, by the grace of God, no matter how uniquely and 
irreversibly crippling that person’s shame might feel to 
experience true freedom to commence down a new path.
One of Jesus’ disciples, Peter, broke out of his prison 
of shame, although the struggle was long. Jesus had 
predicted this fi sherman-turned disciple’s betrayal, and 
Peter immediately and passionately denied that he’d ever 
turn on Jesus. “I’ll stand faithfully by you until the end,” 
he insisted.

Unfortunately, real-life events soon proved Peter wrong. 
A rooster’s crow reminded Peter of his denial, forcing 
him to face his crushing triple failure. Yet Peter refused 
to believe the lie that his betrayal now branded him a 
traitor. Broken and repentant, Peter cried out to God for 
forgiveness. After His resurrection, Jesus honored Peter’s 
desperate plea. Jesus’ forgiveness and restoration gave 
Peter a renewed passion, and the courage to preach a 
daring message at Pentecost.
His failure transformed a tragedy into a triumph through 
Peter’s repentance and God’s forgiveness became a 
character-building lesson that led the way to kingdom 
victory. We are His children. We are forgivable. We are 
changeable. We are capable. We are moldable. And we 
are bound by the limitless love of God.
Psalm 51 records the beautiful repentance of a fallen
king David.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing 
love; according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse 
me from my sin... Create in me a pure heart, O God,. — 
Psalm 51:1-2.
Once we accept our unchangeable past, we are then able 
to embrace God’s grace which can change our future. 
While we may always remember what happened, we 
need to believe that we are not be forever identifi ed by 
those events. We are who God says we are-new creations 
(2 Corinthians 5:17).
He is working in all things to bring about good in our 
lives because we love God and are called according to his 
purposes (Romans 8:28).
People have a hard time accepting change but the Father 
God is always welcoming his children to come back to 
Him. In this, our relationship to God abounds in rivers of 
transformation overfl owing with love and mercy. 
Pastor Kregg

Embrace God’s Grace 

Pastor Kregg Burris
Senior Pastor

Pastor Kregg

Pastor Kregg Burris
Senior Pastor
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September Birthdays
5th Milan Freeman
6th Jane Pernicone

8th Tanya Jones
10th Stacy Garthrite

11th John Marr
12th Audrey Rush
15th Theon Jones

16th Teresa Demio
17th Sheral Jones
21st Olney Dekker

21st James Sutherin
25th Anita Bartel
25th Victor Bull

26th Paul Eickmann
27th Candace Lumpkin
30th Kristin Roberts

Sunday Discipleship Hour
Starting Sept. 12 at 12:00 p.m. via Zoom
Power of Knowing God  by Dr. Tony Evans
Facilitated by Marty Capers
This Sunday Discipleship Hour class is 
embarking on a life transforming and extraordinary study. 
Please join us as we examine the Power of Knowing God 
by Dr. Tony Evans. As stated by Dr. Evans, “You go to 
church, you read the Bible, you participate in small groups, 
but many still don’t know God intimately.” This study will 
empower us to “experience a soul-deep closeness with 
God, practice relying on God instead of self-reliance, and 
fi nd our identity and purpose in belonging to Him.”  Most 
signifi cantly, this study will remind us to make developing 
our relationship with God our greatest purpose in life.
The Financial Peace Planner by Dave Ramsey 
Facilitated by Tammy Gordon & Kim Kidd Collins
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. Test me in this,’ 
says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw 
open the fl oodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.’” 
Malachi 3:10
Using Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace Planner, learn to assess 
your fi nancial situation, create a realistic budget, dump your 
debt, clean up your credit rating, and more. The Financial 
Peace Planner comes in a workbook format, allowing you 
to frequently monitor your progress and most importantly, 
to face your situation honestly. This book contains many 
inspirational insights that come from personal experience.

Wednesdays In The Word
Starting Sept. 8
Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz 
Women’s Bible Study
Facilitated by Martha Lant and Sandra Alexander
Starting at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-sleeves look at 
Scripture.” As noted by the author, “These fi fty-two weekly 
studies emphasize personal application and will draw you 
directly into God’s Word…to love Him more. Each lesson 
contains a short refl ection that considers our present-day 
way of life, but the richness in the lessons stem from the 
connections to Scriptures in the Old and New Testaments.
As explained by the publisher, the author does not attempt 
to explain her interpretation of the Scriptures, but through 
questioning leads the reader to personally dig into Scripture.
So please join the Women’s Bible Study to discover God’s 
message for yourself!
Into the Word by Anne Graham Lotz - Women’s Bible Study
Facilitated by Tobili Sam Yellowe
Starting at 7:30 p.m. via Phone Conference

The Passion Translation: The Passion Life 
Bible Study Series: The Book of Hebrews 
by Brian Simmons - Men’s Group 
Facilitated by Eddie Wills
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Come, join the Men’s Bible Study, and deepen your biblical 
understanding of the book of Hebrews. As stated by the 
author, “The book of Hebrews presents Jesus as gloriously 
divine, wonderfully human, and the fulfi llment of the Old 
Testament. It is also one of God’s greatest gifts to His 
church as it provides an expository look at the person, life, 
covenant, sacrifi ce, and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is indeed greater than all others.” This magnifi cent 
book of the Bible leaves the reader with an incredibly rich 
understanding that “Jesus is better that everything that 
had come before and that would come after him.” Hebrews 
is relevant to every believer today. For it clearly states that 
Jesus is the same yesterday, and today and forever. Hebrews 
also contains the verse that sustains us through challenges 
as it reminds us that faith is confi dence in what we hope for 
and assurance about what we do not see.  So, come let’s 
spur one another on as we meet to learn more about Jesus, 
our high Priest, who offered for all time one sacrifi ce for sins.
Psalms: Poetry, Praise, and Passionate Prayer 
Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for 
Teaching and Preaching by James L. Mays 
Facilitated by Rev. David Chapman 
Starting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
The Book of Psalms has been a favorite of Jewish and 
Christian believers for centuries. For many of the faithful, this 
is the “go-to” book for divine guidance and solace. But it is far 
more than a book of simple comfort and sentimentality. The 
psalmists expressed deep, often passionate emotions ranging 
between exaltation and rage, triumph and despair, all in the 
context of their relationship with the living God.
Using a layperson-level commentary written by a widely 
respected scholar, this course will survey principles for 
interpreting the psalter, and examine more deeply several 
individual and representative psalms. Join us in studying this 
timeless book of songs and poetry, and learn to embrace 
more of the passion that is central to our faith!

Thursdays 
Starting Sept. 9 via phone conference
Study of the Bible-Book of Exodus and 
Leviticus -Women’s Small Group Bible Study
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander 
Starting at 10:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Into The Word by Anne Graham Lotz 
Women’s Bible Study 
Facilitated by Sandra Alexander 
Starting at 7:30 p.m.

For more information about classes contact Rev. Sandra Alexander - salexander@fi rstbaptcleveland.org.
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Twenty ladies gathered on the shore of Lake Erie in Aug. for the Women’s 
Retreat. Our theme for the day was “Filling Your Cup and Moving Forward”
One of the highlights of the day was the opportunity to get to know more 
FBC women. The day began with Laura Preston leading the group in some 
very cleaver get acquainted activities. 
Stephanie Price followed with morning devotions. She posed some questions 
for us to think about. During the pandemic did you feel like your cup was 
overfl owing? When life gets tough what spills out, bitterness, frustration 
and anger? As we met in small groups we talked about how we can fi nd 
ways to move forward fi lling our cup with joy, love and gratitude as we set 
new goals. We enjoyed singing “Fill My Cup” and other familiar songs.
Participation was lively in small group discussions before and after our 
delicious lunch.
In the afternoon there was time to relax, some did bead work, some played 
corn-hole and others sat or walked by the lake.
Our time together concluded with a meaningful communion service under 
the leadership of Jennifer Whatley-Williams. All left with a feeling of renewal 
and looking forward to getting together again.

Fun & Renewal At The Lake by Fran Leanza |  Photo by Jessica Chapman-Martinez with her drone
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As COVID-19 continues to effect the 
Heights area, it is inspiring that our 
church is coming together to address 
hunger.  We are so grateful for all of 
the volunteers who helped us with 
our August 7th food distribution. The 
Cleveland Food Bank provided us with 
potatoes, peaches, cucumbers, corn 

on the cob, collard greens, squash, carrots and musk 
melons to distribute. We were 
able to serve 333 people in our 
community! A team from Stella 
Maris was available to share 
information on opioid addiction 
and to pass out Narcan kits. Narcan is a medication that 
can reverse an overdose caused by an opiod drug. We 

also distributed books and DVD’s 
provided by the Friends of the 
Heights Library.
 Our next distribution will be 
September 11th from 10:00 am 
to 12:00 p.m. We will be passing 
our school supply bags to our 
guests. Please help us spread 
the word! We can always use 
more volunteers so if you’re 
interested in 
helping to fi ght 
food insecurity 

in our community contact Karen Gill at 
kgill@fi rstbaptistcleveland.org.

The low hum of the amplifi er and the graceful strum of 
the guitar are fi lling our sanctuary once again! Our annual 
Rock of Faith concert is here at last. This concert is the 
culmination of efforts to spread awareness and education 
about substance abuse disorders as well as the effects that 
it has on mental health.
Over the past year our Youth Department hosted Divine 
Dialogue to give students, parents, and caregivers tools to 
recognize signs of substance use and how to help. FBC has 
been joined by Thrive Peer Support and the Stella Maris 
Outreach team to hand out NARCAN and Deterra kits with our 
monthly food giveaway to provide our community with tools 
to help in the fi ght against overdose fatalities. We also hosted 
a Rock of Faith Community Conversation called “If I Treat it 
Myself”, where we discussed what happens when you use 
substances to self-medicate. This panel was led by Dr. Jim 
Psarras and Carole Negus along with a panel of individuals 
in recovery and is available on our YouTube Channel.
Looking forward to Saturday, September 25th we are preparing 
to bring you the 11th annual Rock of Faith Concert! This will 
feature music from a wide array of artists such as The Beatles, 
Demi Lovato, U2, Foo Fighters, Gloria Estefan, The Rolling 
Stones, and MORE! The doors will open at 6 p.m. for our 
silent auction with the concert beginning at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
available on the FBC website and will be available at the door. 
This year, our Rock of Faith Concert will be raising funds for 
Cornerstone Housing. Cornerstone Housing provides recovery 
homes to men and women recovering from substance abuse 
disorders. Since opening in 2013, their mission has been to 
provide safe and structured quality housing to help individuals 
transition from treatment to living a sober life. Today they 
offer 3 female and 3 male houses totaling 40 beds for 
individuals seeking sober living environments. By providing 
safety, positive support, and structure that is conducive to 
their recovery, Cornerstone Housing has had the opportunity 
to aid many individuals’ transition to sober productive lives.
Our ticket link also has other sponsorship options that 
will go to supporting Cornerstone Housing and their work 
within our community and will remain open through the 
end of September. Our concert will be LIVE in person but 
don’t worry, we’re also going to be streaming from our 
YouTube Channel! We hope you’ll join us!
We’re ready to ROCK!

Are You Ready to Rock? by Kelley Pernicone

Fighting Hunger Together By Karen Gill



6

Handel’s Messiah on December 11, Handel’s Israel in Egypt 
February 20 and a program they have labeled Virtuoso Bach 
and Vivaldi on March 18. Tickets available from Apollo’s Fire.

All of our Christmas Season 
programs are back on the 
schedule. Laura Preston will 
direct a Children’s Christmas 
Musical after church on 
December 12. Last year’s 
Christmas Caroling at 

members’ homes 
will be repeated 
the afternoon of 
December 18. A 
Festival of Lessons 
and Carols will be at 4 p.m. December 19 followed 
immediately by the popular International Tea. The Live 
Animal Christmas 
Pageant at 7 p.m. 
and the Candlelight 
Service at 11 p.m. 
will take place as 
usual on Christmas 
Eve. And what has 
become a popular 
7 p.m. New Years Eve service is back on the schedule 
accompanied by the beautiful guitar music of our own

Brian Kozak.
In addition 
to Christmas 
events other 

member-generated events will be back on the schedule. 
Stephanie Price will team up with Betty Meyers and her 
String Ensemble at 1:30 p.m. September 26 for a program 

of piano, and strings music. 
Jazz-Poetry returns at 7:30 p.m. 
February 18, and Back to 
Broadway directed by Helena 
Safarova at 7:30 p.m. on May 14.
So, keep your fi ngers crossed. 
The 2021-2022 Season has got 
to be better than the 2020-2021 
Season! But watch for updates 
on our web page caused by the 
Delta Variant on our web page!!

A 2021-2022 Season Preview
As we do every August 
the Worship and Fine 
Arts Cluster puts 
together a season 
schedule of 
Music and Fine 
Arts events for the 
upcoming autumn-to-
spring Fine Arts Season. We skipped such a schedule last 
year in light of the COVID-19 Pandemic. There were several 
events already on the schedule last year or in the planning 
stages, but it soon became obvious to us that almost all 
in-person events would have to be cancelled. We were able 
to take advantage of the new (to FBC) technology to make 
some events available virtually via YouTube such as Rock 
of Faith and the Christmas Concert, but virtually everything 
else was cancelled.
This month the committee is hopeful to be able to present 
a complete 2021-2022 Fine Arts Season. The COVID-19 
Delta Variant may have other plans, but “hope springs 
eternal” someone once said, so we are solidifying what 
should be an excellent season of Music and Fine Arts!

On September 25 Carole and John Negus will kick off 
the season with their 11th annual Rock of Faith Concert, 
including a silent auction of great items. It will also be 
available virtually via YouTube.
The Happy Ending 
Lyric Players will 
present the musical 
Into the Woods 
March 25 thru April 
3, directed by Kelley Pernicone. She has already put 
together a dynamite production team. We hope we won’t 
have to cancel this production one week before opening 
night as we had to do last year with the fully rehearsed 

production of 
Matilda.
We are always 
pleased to host 
Apollo’s Fire, and 
this season they 
will present three 
wonderful concerts, 

Music and Fine Arts are Back, WE HOPE! by Mike Skerritt

Right Now Media Library

Access thousands of titles on your 
computer, tablet or phone for FREE! 
If you are currently using or interested in 
using this library please let Rev. Sandra 
Alexander know through this form
fi rstbaptistcleveland.org/rightnow



7

Sanctuary Choir: Rehearsals will resume on Thursdays 
beginning Sept. 9th at 7:00 p.m.  Vaccination is required to 
participate at this time. (Spahr Center)
Bells: Handbell rehearsals will resume on Friday, Sept. 10th 
at 10:00 a.m. in the (Sanctuary)
Quintessential Quintets: Sunday, Sept. 26th at 1:30 p.m. Betty 
Meyers, her string ensemble, and Stephanie Price (Sanctuary)

FBC Music Notes
Stephen Ministry provides 
free and confi dential Christian 
emotional support for those 
going through a diffi cult 
time in their life. 
If anyone is in need of a Stephen Minister, send a request to:
stephenministry@fi rstbaptistcleveland.org or visit 
fi rstbaptistcleveland.org/prayer-requests.

Stephen Ministry
by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

What a great community outreach event! We packed 
and distributed 200+ backpacks full of school supplies, 
a mask and hand sanitizer, as a part of the multi-cluster 
collaborative effort in front of the East Cleveland Public 
Library. The Missions & Social concerns, Fellowship & 
Nurturing, and Discipleship clusters all pitched in to help!

2021 Multi-Cluster Backpack Giveaway



 

 
 

 

  

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: September 1, 2021
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Offi ce - 216.932.7480
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org
offi ce@fi rstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland

Moderator: Dan Mizener
Vice Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns
Personnel: Marty Capers

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler 
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,
 & Communications

Discipleship: Dana Capers
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry, 
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons, 
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Lynne Liu

Finance & Property: Jennifer Whatley-Williams

Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal

Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2021 FBC Lay Leadership

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon
or want to hear
one again?

youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes - 
Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Music Ministries
Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

Marketing/Photography/Video
Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media

Office
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Offi ce Admin.

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

Serving in Ministry

 
Send content for the next issue by Sept. 15th to Greg 
gbeckner@fi rstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Oct.1 


