
Consider 
how the wild flowers 

grow. They do not labor 
or spin. Yet I tell you, not 
even Solomon in all of his 
splendor was dressed like 

one of these.
Luke 12:27

There are signs for a more beautiful and 
positive season on the horizon. We do need 
to remember those who need our help or 
are hesitant to attend as we restart our 
in-person worship on May 9th. We will 
continue our livestream worship.
Pink underlined links are clickable, 
follow them to find out how to join us. 
Bookmark our Church Updates page. Our 
worship service is streamed LIVE Sunday 
morning on YouTube while previous 
videos can be viewed anytime on our 
YouTube Channel. Our Wednesdays 
in the Word classes are available 
through digital conferencing, sign up 
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What do April showers bring?
to receive instructions via email. Sunday 
Discipleship Hour is available through Zoom 
conferencing. Our youth are active in their 
online Zoom conferencing Sunday at noon. 
Our children get together online Sundays 
so please sign up to get on the children’s 
email list. Our Spiritual Gifts classes are 
online, you can find them on the web page. 
If you have anyone who needs our prayers 
please submit a request online for our 
prayer team. Stay healthy! If you have any 
trouble accessing any of our activities or 
have challenges using technology call Pastor 
Kregg 216-882-8555 and he can connect 
you with someone who can help!

https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/welcome-back
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/welcome-back
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   Moving beyond our annual celebration of the 
  Resurrection of Jesus Christ in this season of spring, we  
 inch ever closer to summer with each season marching 
on in order, one after another. This past year has been a 
struggle to provide ministry and care of our congregation 
in the midst of the ongoing pandemic. Our Re-entry task 
force will meet next week to finalize a date to return to 
public worship. Two primary factors for consideration will 
be the number of people who are fully vaccinated and 
the status of public gatherings permitted by the state of 
Ohio. Once the decision has been made, we will make a 
number of announcements through various means along 
with instructions to begin “phase one” of re-entry which 
will follow social distancing procedures and the wearing 
of masks.
I greatly look forward to the day to see people gathered 
once more in our beautiful sanctuary. There have 
been many times over these past months that I have 
sat alone in the sanctuary to pray and experienced a 
calm and peaceful spirit come over me. It is a ‘sacred 
place’ consecrated to God by God’s people as a place of 
gathering to worship. Jesus recognized sacred places as 
he gathered in Jerusalem for holy days and called the 
Temple, “His Father’s House.”
The great cathedrals of Europe and Asia were built 
in recognition of this concept of ‘sacred spaces.’ 
Protestants in their rebellion of things related to 
Catholicism moved away from building as transitory 
points of space and time connecting worlds of flesh and 
blood to that of the spirit and the divine. In fact, most 
Baptist church traditions have upheld a very utilitarian 
approach to church building which insisted that 
“church” = “people” and so to call a building a church 
is a category mistake. Therefore the consideration of 
any one place being defined as being more holy than 
another is flawed because: 1) God is everywhere, and, 
2) the individual believer is the Temple of the Holy 
Spirit. For this reason, store-front congregations or 
‘ware-house” churches are perfectly acceptable because 
they are functional.
Additionally, there has been a trend going back forty 
years within the American Protestantism to move away 
from traditional church buildings to nondescript and 
multipurpose structures (arenas, theater style, ware-
houses, coffee-houses, sport-centers and the such) as part 
of a missiological strategy to attract unchurched people.

A few years ago a new church startup bought an 
old established church building whose congregation 
had died off. The renovation began with covering the 
natural light from the beautiful stained glass windows, 
removing the large cross and wood pews, added a large 
black stage, theater lights, and sound system along 
with comfortable individualized seats with cup holders. 
Entering the worship service the sanctuary was now 
dimly lit and when the service began the light was 
further dimmed to allow the stage lights and screen to 
provide the light for the praise team which took center 
attention. Darkness had replaced light, deafening sound 
replace quiet solitude, isolated seating replaced sitting 
together in pews. The response from the new church: 
“this is what attracts people today.”
In other words, “it’s all about the customer.” Don’t get 
me wrong, catering to “the customer” is an important 
consideration in a highly competitive environment of 
church worship experiences. However, coming out 
of this year’s pandemic, I have found that there is 
something very special in the ability to gather in a space 
that is unique and distinct in its use as a space and 
place to meet with God.
Our traditional, Neo-Gothic building reflects symbolism 
throughout its massive edifice both inside and out. The 
shadow which it casts over the community in a very real 
sense serves as a public reminder of God’s place in the 
world. The physical building itself, serves as a witness of 
God’s presence both in and to our world.
While watching a worship service on a laptop or cell 
phone is wonderfully convenient; lost is both the actual 
experience of being immersed in the presence of 
Almighty God and within the fellowship of the Body of 
Christ, the family of God in terms of both space and a 
moment of time.
“Nothing in or of this world measures up to the  
simple pleasure of experiencing the presence of God.” 
- A.W. Tozer
Looking forward to seeing you in God’s House,

Church is not a Building

Preschoolers and K-4 are meeting with Carly Marino online.

Fill out the form at firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-
youth/childrens-ministries if you would like to join us!

Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor

Preschool & Elementary Children’s May Schedule

4th Virginia Alt
7th Shaina Brewer
7th Lois Krajcovic
8th James Shelley

9th Barbara Baus
11th John Negus
12th Ashlie Dyer
13th Phyllis Ruppert

15th Leslie Brown
17th Greg Beckner
20th Julie Stern
22nd Francina Cardwell

23rd Melvin Garthrite
23rd Lissy Gulick
24th Gwen Dyer
26th Jennifer Bopple

May Birthdays
27th Joan Parajon
27th Laura Parajon 
29th James Knauf
30th Vincent Tillman

Opening the Church May 9th

The Re-Entry Task force made a recommendation which 
was agreed upon and passed by the First Baptist Church 
of Greater Cleveland Counsil to resume public worship 
services on Mother’s Day Sunday, May 9th at 10 am.
Masks will be required, as well as, the conduct of social 
distancing. All of our pastoal and musical staff have 
now been fully vaccinated. We encourage everyone 
to use either the Portico or Chapel Entrances. There 
will not be a coffee hour at this first phase but we 
encourage fellowship either in the Courtyard or 
outside the entrances of the building. Children will be 
asked to remain with their families during this phase 
(no Children’s Church.) Our Discipleship, Youth and 
Children’s Hero Headquarters will continue meeting on 
Zoom at their regular times during phase one. (Please 
note- due to May 9th being Mother’s Day, there will not 
be zoom classes on that Sunday.)

We will continue 
to Livestream 
our church 
service online 
on our YouTube 
channel as we have 
during the entire 
pandemic. This will now be 
part of our ministry. Please contact 
the church office if you have any question regarding the 
resumption of services and activities at the church.
This has been a very difficult time for our congregation, 
community, country, and world, but God has been 
faithful and we greatly appreciate the support and love 
of our members and friends of First Baptist. 

Sincerely,

Rev. Dr. Kregg Burris
Sr. Pastor

mailto:cmarino%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20joining%20preschoolers/K-4%20Sunday
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/welcome-back
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/welcome-back
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Meet Betty Meyers –
Musician Extraordinaire!

by Mike Skerritt

Betty Meyers has been 
a devoted member of 
the staff of First Baptist 
since 2003. As Assistant 
Director of Music to our 
beloved Bob Schneider, 
Betty’s contribution 
to the Music and Fine 
Arts Ministry has been, 
and continues to be, 
extraordinary. But while 
Betty is well known 
outside of First Baptist, 
particularly at Severance 
Hall and within many 
other NE Ohio musical 
arts organization 
and churches, most 

members and friends of FBC do not know much 
about her background at all, particularly her musical 
background, the background that made hiring her as his 
assistant a no-brainer for Bob. 
I met Betty when I joined the Cleveland Orchestra Chorus 
in 1976 so I am familiar with some of her talents and 
accomplishments. But I was incredibly impressed when I 
sat down to interview her for this article, especially when 
she handed me an 12-page summary of the highlights of 
her musical career.
What follows are her responses to my questions, 
paraphrased by me since I did not record the interview. 
My first impulse was to ask Greg Beckner if I could simply 
include the 12 pages of notes Betty gave me plus some 
of my comments, but I realized that a Tower Tidings of 
that size was impractical. What follows are the highlights 
of my interview that I hope will help you to get to know 
Betty better.
Mike:  I know you were born and raised in Pennsylvania. 
Do you still have family there? Did anyone else in the 
family go into music?
Betty:  I grew up on a farm in Berlin, Pennsylvania. My 
dad was a poultry farmer. My mom was a schoolteacher, 
grades 1 thru 8, in a one-room schoolhouse. My job was 
to grade and pack 1500 eggs a day except Wednesdays 
when I had to go to 4 PM Junior Choir Rehearsal. I do 
have one sister who now lives in Florida.
Mike:  Anyone who has watched you perform on a piano 
or an organ, or attended a choral rehearsal that you led, 
knows how talented you are. I suspect you got started at 
an early age. Tell me about how you got started in music.
Betty:  My mom had studied piano and was a soloist 
for weddings and funerals. I started studying piano at 
the age of 8. I sang in the Junior Choir at 9. By the 9th 
grade, and throughout high school, I was good enough 

to play as a substitute organist. On Sunday mornings 
I played the piano for the church before folks went to 
classes. Since there was no library in Berlin, I spent many 
hours studying my mother’s music instead of books. This 
dramatically improved my sight-reading skills, skills that 
have been a blessing my whole career.
Mike:  Where did you get your musical training? What 
colleges did you attend?
Betty:  My Bachelor of Music Education degree is from 
Ashland University, and I followed that with a master’s 
degree in Music Performance from Indiana University. 
One of my most educational experiences was my 6 credit 
hours of study at Ithaca College that included a European 
study tour. I also studied choral conducting with Helmut 
Rilling at the Oregon Bach Festival in 1984.
Mike: I think you were a school librarian in the Lyndhurst-
South Euclid school system for several years. But you are 
no longer in education.
Betty:  I had three careers going on at once:  public 
school librarian, professional musician, and church 
musician. Eventually something had to give, but I could 
not give up working in public schools or I would have 
lost my pension. So, I reduced my church activities to 
substitute piano and organ playing. 
Incidentally, my thesis at Kent was researching and 
writing the discography of the Cleveland Orchestra 
from 1924-1970. The Cleveland Orchestra records were 
minimal. Fortunately, the Library of Congress sent me 
some historical records, and I traveled to the Rodgers 
and Hammerstein Music Library in New York City to get 
additional information.
Mike:  So, how did you end up in Cleveland instead of 
somewhere in Pennsylvania, your home state?
Betty:  The Cleveland Orchestra is what brought me to 
Cleveland, and I have never regretted making that move. 
Association with the Cleveland Orchestra opened many, 
many doors for me.
Mike:  Betty, I first got to know you when I was in 
the Cleveland Orchestra Chorus and you were one of 
the rehearsal accompanists. And when you were not 
accompanying a rehearsal, you sang in the soprano 
section of the Chorus. How and when did you get that 
prestigious position? The Orchestra would not have hired 
you if you were not an excellent musician.
Betty:  My first experience with the Cleveland Orchestra 
Chorus was in 1970 when at the last minute I was asked 
by famous chorus and orchestra conductor Robert Shaw 
to accompany the chorus rehearsal for Verdi’s Four 
Sacred Songs, and I had to sight read the music because 
I did not know the piece. In 1974 when I was associate 
accompanist for Orchestra Chorus rehearsals, I asked 
then Chorus Director Robert Page if I could join the 
Chorus. He smiled but stuck with protocol. I auditioned 
and he welcomed me to the soprano section of the 
Chorus where, when not accompanying, I sang soprano.

Mike:  I know you worked with several great choral 
directors during your career. Robert Shaw, Robert Page, 
Robert Porco and Gareth Morrell come to mind. Also, 
you have worked with internationally famous orchestra 
conductors. Who are some of them, and do you have a 
favorite?
Betty:  In addition to the names you mentioned, 
orchestra conductors Lorin Maazel, Christoph von 
Dohnanyi and Franz Welzer-Most of the Cleveland 
Orchestra, and Vladimir Ashkenazy, Helmut Rilling, Kurt 
Mazur, Eric Leinsdorf, Leonard Bernstein, and Pierre 
Boulez make up a partial list. I would say that Robert 
Shaw and Robert Page are perhaps my two favorite 
choral conductors, but all the others I have worked with 
as an accompanist or singer have brought something 
unique and interesting to each composition and concert.
Mike:  What are some of your most memorable concert 
experiences?
Betty:  The first was the performance of the Mahler 8th 
Symphony, “The Chorus of Thousands,” at Carnegie Hall 
in New York, Robert Shaw conducting. The Cleveland 
Orchestra Chorus, The Oberlin College Choir, the 
Cincinnati May Festival Chorus, and the Atlanta Symphony 
Chorus, approximately 700 singers in all, were spread out 
around the Hall, some on the stage behind the orchestra, 
with others in the box seats around the Hall. Shaw did a 
remarkable job of keeping all these forces together in a 
concert that was given to raise money to “save Carnegie 
Hall.” It was hugely successful.
A second memorable concert, this one of the Verdi 
Requiem with the Cleveland Orchestra and Chorus, again 
at Carnegie Hall under the direction of Lorin Maazel, one 
of his last as Music Director of the Cleveland Orchestra. 
It was wonderful, perhaps the best rendition of this 
impressive composition I have ever been involved with. 
Rated less impressive when it was performed the week 
before in Cleveland by Cleveland audiences, the New 
York audience showered us with enthusiastic applause for 
many minutes.
At another event I was blessed to have been a soloist 
at a Cleveland Orchestra performance of the Bach Triple 
Concerto performance at Severance which also featured 
regular Orchestra keyboardists Joela Jones and Carolyn 
Gadiel Warner.
And I am very proud of my 3 years of accompanying 
chamber choruses at the Blossom Music School.
Mike:  There is a lot of pressure on musicians on a 
professional level. Have you had scary moments as a 
musician?
Betty:  I was turning pages for a professional pianist 
who was accompanying a violinist during a concert for 
the Great Performer’ Series at Severance Hall, and I lost 
my place! The music was almost impossible to read, so 
I guessed that the pianist could not follow it either and 
must have memorized the music. So, I just kept turning 
a page occasionally, and miraculously we finished at the 
same time!

At another concert at Carnegie Hall with  
the Cleveland Orchestra, I was asked to be an  
orchestra member to play the piano at the last moment 
because Principal Organist Joela Jones could not move 
from the organ to the piano. The Carnegie Hall stage, 
filled with the other musicians, was smaller than at 
Severance Hall leaving no room for Joela to move. I 
agreed to play, but when the conductor Lorin Maazel 
came out to start the rehearsal, I opened the music 
folder, and there was no music. Joela had it. After an 
uncomfortable pause Joela brought me the music and I 
played the concert from that music, which I had actually 
never seen. Sight reading skills saved the day, again!
Mike:  First Baptist has benefited on occasion by another 
of your talents, that of assembling and leading small 
chamber ensembles, which have occasionally performed 
preludes and postludes at the church. Do you perform 
elsewhere with these groups? 
Betty:  Yes, although the pandemic has temporarily 
put these groups on hold. I have also formed vocal 
ensembles with a focus on Bach cantatas and motets. 
Bach is my favorite composer and I have visited in 
Europe all the churches where Bach performed, and even 
played on church organs on which Bach played.
Mike:  You and Bob Schneider worked beautifully 
together. For example, your piano-organ recitals were 
extraordinarily delightful. What brought you to First 
Baptist in the first place, and what was it like to work 
with Bob? Do you any interesting stories to tell about 
your collaboration with him?
Betty:  Bob was delightful to work with. Talented, 
enthusiastic, innovative, and an excellent musician. But 
he was incredibly busy, so it was hard to find time to 
practice for our recitals. I had to push him sometimes to 
make time for our rehearsals.
Mike:  You also have some literary skills. You wrote a 
wonderful book about the iconography and stained-glass 
windows of First Baptist. Was that difficult to find time to 
write?
Betty:  It was a labor of love for me. I ended up at 
the Smithsonian and the Cleveland Historical Society 
researching the history of First Baptist. I am very proud 
of that book and thank everyone who contributed to its 
development.
Mike:  You do not show any signs of slowing down. 
Do you have plans for retirement? Would you stay in 
Cleveland if you did retire?
Betty:  Musicians are lucky. They never have to retire if 
they do not want to retire. Music has been my life. Of 
course, I may not do as much as I have done in the past, 
but I have no plans to retire completely, and I have no 
plans to leave Cleveland, as of now.
Mike:  That’s good news for First Baptist, Betty. Thanks 
for sharing your story with us.
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the patron saint of Mothers, humanity, and 
interestingly enough, blood donors. 
On May 9th, we celebrate Mother’s Day. A 
day to say thank you to the women in our 
lives that have helped guide us, mold us, and 
show us how to live purpose driven lives. I 
am especially grateful to the women of our 
church who have loved me and guided me 
as a mother would and who will continue to 
love others in the church as a mother would. 
To my own mother, thank you for being my 
pelican. The sacrifices you have made have 
not gone unnoticed.
You can visit the Pelican at FBC. There 
is a window dedicated to our symbols of 
motherhood at the base of the stairs that 
leads to Pastor Kregg’s office. Take a look the 
next time you are there. Happy Mother’s Day.

Interested In Our Digital Library?

Access thousands of titles on your 
computer, tablet or phone for FREE!  
If you are currently using or interested 
using in using this library please let 
Rev. Sandra know through this form 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/rightnow

SAVE THE DATE: JUNE 5th will be the day YOU can help 
combat hunger in our community. We have two service 
opportunities available on that day. You can either 
volunteer to be a part of our Mobile Pantry here at FBC 
or participate in the Walk for Hunger at the Cleveland 
Metroparks Zoo. The COVID-19 pandemic has caused 
widespread unemployment so this year more than ever, 
it’s important for us to give back to our community. 
FBC is proud to be a partner of the Cleveland Food Bank 
as a Mobile Pantry. The Mobile 
Pantries ensure that families 
receive the healthiest and 
most nutritious food available. 
A truck will usually contain 90 
percent produce (fruits and 
vegetables) including apples, 
cabbage, greens, potatoes, onions, carrots, oranges, 
melons and more. The remaining 10 percent usually 
consists of bread, yogurt or another donated item. Our 
food distribution that day will take place from 10:00 am 
to noon at the Portico entrance to the church. Volunteers 
are needed to help bag and distribute the produce. 

The other opportunity 
to give back on June 
5th will be to join our 
“First Baptist Church 
and Children’s Center” 
team to participate in 

the 33rd Annual Walk for Hunger & 5K Run. Participants 
will be able to enjoy refreshments, entertainment as 
well as a day at the Zoo while raising money to ensure 
that no child goes hungry over the summer months. 
The 5K begins at 8:30 am and the Walk kicks off at 8:45 
am. You can register at https://give.hungernetwork.
org/team/344156. If you are unable to attend, please 
consider making a donation to support our team. Every 
dollar we raise provides four meals! 1 in 5 people in 
Greater Cleveland struggle with food insecurity which 
means 4 in 5 people can help!
To volunteer for the June 5th Mobile Pantry or for 
questions about the Walk for Hunger contact Karen Gill 
at kgill@firstbaptistcleveland.org. Let’s work together to 
fight to end hunger in our community!!

Combat Hunger In Our Community
by Karen Gill

The Mother’s Sacrifice By Kelley Pernicone

Thursday Evening Bible Study 
Into the Word – Women’s Group 
by Anne Graham Lotz 
Led by Sandra Alexander-Haynes 
Starting at 7:30 PM via telephone conf.
The Women’s Bible study group is focused 
on lessons from a study titled Into the Word. 
This study includes 52 life-altering Bible 
lessons. As noted by the author, “These fifty-two weekly 
studies emphasize personal application and will draw you 
directly into God’s Word…to love Him more.”

Sunday Discipleship Hour
The Power of Knowing God – Group for Everyone 
by Dr. Tony Evans 
Led by Marty Capers 
Starting at 12:00 PM via Zoom conf.
The Sunday Discipleship Hour class is embarking on a life-
transforming and extraordinary study. Please join us as we 
examine the Power of Knowing God by Dr. Tony Evans. As 
stated by Dr. Evans, “You go to church, you read the Bible, 
you participate in small groups, but many still don’t know 
God intimately.” This study will empower us to “experience 
a soul-deep closeness with God, practice relying on God 
instead of self-reliance, and find our identity and purpose 
in belonging to Him.”  Most significantly, this study will 
remind us to make developing our relationship with God our 
greatest purpose in life.
firstbaptistcleveland.org/wednesdays

Wednesdays in the Word  
Romans 8-16 For You – Men’s Group 
by Dr. Timothy Keller 
Led by Eddie Wills 
Starting at 7:00 PM via Zoom 
conferencing
Explore and discuss the book of Romans. In 
his description of the book, Dr. Keller stated, 
“The book of Romans is one that changes 
the world by changing the people.” 
Into the Word – Women’s Group 
by Anne Graham Lotz 
Led by Martha Lant and  
Sandra Alexander-Haynes 
Starting at 6:30 PM via Zoom conf.
Led by Tobili Sam-Yellow 
Starting at 7:30 PM via phone conf.

Thursday Mornings 
Women’s Bible Study Class
Led by Sandra Alexander Haynes 
Starting at 10:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
via phone conf.

Christian Education Schedule
Come join us in these upcoming Sunday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday classes to grow in God’s Word. All of 
our Christian education activities have gone virtual. 
Email Rev. Sandra Alexander-Haynes – salexander@
firstbaptistcleveland.org to receive login instructions.

Your online Amazon purchases can benefit FBC! When 
you shop on smile.amazon.com. Products marked “Eligible 
for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages 
donate 0.5% of the purchase price to “First Baptist 
Church of Greater Cleveland” when you select it as your 
charitable organization… happy shopping!

Your Purchases

Folklore has provided us with an abundance of symbols 
and stories from the evergreen trees at Christmas to the 
friendly Easter Bunny. Some of our favorite fairy tales 
and movies are also heavily rooted in folklore and if you 
are like me, you’ve probably enjoyed a few bedtime 
stories. In honor of Mother’s Day, I want to share a bit of 
Folklore with you. The story of the mother pelican.
It was a time of famine in the lands and food was scarce. 
The mother pelican would leave her nest, hopeful that 
this journey would allow her to bring food to her three 

young hatchlings. Unfortunately, her hunt bore no fruit 
and she returned to her young with an empty belly and 
no way to sustain them. Knowing that her young would 
die without sustenance, the mother pelican struck her 
own breast with her beak so that her children could feed 
on her blood.
This tale predates the onset of Christianity, but has been 
adopted as a symbol of renewal, charity, and sacrifice. 
The poet Dante, in his Divine Comedy, called Jesus 
Christ “our Pelican” due to his blood being spilled to 
atone for our sins. We are reminded of the sacrifice of 
his blood every time we take communion. 
I think that perhaps Dante and the Christian scholars 
who have adopted this narrative missed one thing. Yes, 
this is a story of sacrifice and blood. But I want to be 
more specific, this is the story of the sacrifice and blood 
of a mother for her young. Perhaps we should look at a 
mother who bore a son in an unusual place. A mother 
who had to flee for safety. A mother who watched her 
son grow and learn and touch so many lives. A mother 
who stood at the foot of a cross and watched her son, 
her flesh and blood be sacrificed to sustain all of God’s 
children. In case you didn’t pick up my reference, I’m 
talking about Mary, the mother of Jesus. Heralded as 

Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision meetings continue to meet 
every 3 weeks on Mondays, at 7:00 PM. 
If anyone is in need of a Stephen Minister during this 
difficult time, send a request to stephenministry@
firstbaptistcleveland.org or visit firstbaptistcleveland.org/
first-baptist-online/prayer-requests.

Stephen Ministry by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/food-giveaway/
mailto:kgill%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20have%20questions%20about%20ending%20hunger%20in%20our%20community%21
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/wednesdays/
mailto:firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20am%20interested%20in%20Christian%20Education%20classes.
https://smile.amazon.com


 

 
 

 

  

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: May 1, 2021 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland

Moderator: Dan Mizener 
Vice Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Melinda Burns 
Personnel: to be filled

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Dana Capers 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Lynne Liu

Finance & Property: Jennifer Whatley-Williams

Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal

Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2021 FBC Lay Leadership

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?

youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon - Associate Pastor/
Business Administrator
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes -  
Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Office 
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.

Music Ministries
Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music
The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director
Marketing/Photography/Video
Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media 

Serving in Ministry

 
Send content for the next issue by May 15th to Greg 
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed June 1 

http://firstbaptistcleveland.org
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Question%20About%20First%20Baptist%20Church
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Tower%20Tiding%20Content%20Included

