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February 17 – April 4, 2021 
 
  
AN INVITATION TO A LENTEN JOURNEY 
 
Welcome aboard the 2021 Lenten Journey in the midst of our pandemic world!  
Never have we walked like this before!  Yet in the midst of our highly interrupted 
journeys, we’ll pause a few moments each day to "walk” on those dusty, sandy 
roads with Jesus, and try to catch new insights in what he said and did. 
 
Lent falls between Ash Wednesday and Easter.  For most of the Christian "world” 
the focus is on the climax, Resurrection Sunday, which we call Easter.  Not many 
around the world will slow down and reflect for the next forty-five days.  Some 
faiths encourage you to “give up” something for Lent.  If you read these devotionals, 
you will "give up” some time...but perhaps it might be good to pause more often on 
our pandemic journey. 
 
Each day there is a verse or two of Scripture, most from the New Testament.  Then 
there is a one-page “thought” on which to ponder or react.  There is a short prayer 
if you choose to use it ... or pray on your own.  At the end of the 45 pages, you will 
find the Scripture verses for each day, taken from The Message by Eugene Peterson.  
I continue to be indebted to Dr. Lee Spitzer and his wife, Lois, for their assistance in 
this Lenten project.   
 
As this is written, people are dying all over the globe….and millions are afflicted 
with Covid-19.  People are anxious for a vaccine that may turn the tide for both 
young and old.  Familiar lifestyles and habits have been turned upside down; we’re 
all looking for new ways to both live and if possible, thrive.  It would be my hope 
that, if you choose to walk to Jerusalem with us, you will find strength and 
confidence – both horizontal and vertical! – as you ponder Scripture, stories, history 
and people, both then and now. 
 
You probably won’t agree with everything that's written herein – that’s not a 
problem at all.  If you don't like some of the suggestions, conclusions or questions, 
just skip them!  You can miss a day or two, and still catch up.  And if, by chance, 
you want to get a glimpse of the conclusion, read Day 44 before you begin!  What 
Jesus “said” on silent Saturday, he had been saying in a multitude of ways for three 
years in his walk.  Maybe you’ll even agree!   
 
 GOD LOVES US – AND GOD CAME!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 



 Day One  Wednesday, February 17, 2021         John 16:33 
 
Thought:     Our walk through the next 45 days needs to be drastically different 
from our "ordinary” daily walks if we are to better understand what Jesus said and 
did.  First, we need to begin with the Bible.  Those who listened to Jesus never read 
the New Testament.  So take a knife, and cut your New Testament away from your         
Old Testament.  Next, to come close to where his listeners were, take your knife and 
cut the Old Testament apart between Deuteronomy and Joshua.  Almost everyone 
listening to Jesus knew a great deal about the first five books. (When was the last 
time you read Genesis through Deuteronomy?) A much smaller number knew about 
some of the prophecies, and an even smaller number looked daily for the prophecies 
to be fulfilled. In such a context, they pondered...just who is this guy? 
 
If we want to walk with Jesus, we have to get rid of our cars or other modes of 
transportation.  Jesus never rode anywhere.  He walked.  Neither did he have fancy 
walking boots or sneakers...so you need to put on a pair of one-strap sandals for the 
walk -- and no socks! At the end of a long day of walking on the dusty roads, don't 
think about a shower, bathtub, or sink with fresh, clean, running water.  There were 
none of these things in Palestine.  In Nazareth, where Jesus grew up, there was 
almost no clean water for anything…including drinking. 
 
We lighten our load to walk by ridding ourselves of our cell phones, computers and 
other “people-connectors".  There were no newspapers, TV's or other mass media 
communicators.  "Word of mouth” was the way news was communicated.  If you 
wanted to ask Jesus a question, you walked to where he was and asked him – if you 
could get close enough to do so through the crowd. 
 
At the end of a tiring day of walking and talking, we won’t look forward to a meal 
and a relaxing evening in our kitchen, dining or living rooms – nor to sleep in our 
own bedrooms.  96% of the people Jesus talked to had only one room – two at the 
most – for everything.  There were numerous reports of as many as ten people living 
in one room! 
 
We won’t need our pocketbooks, billfolds, credit cards or checks.  Bartering was the 
name of the game for Palestinian residents.  But you will need coins, special coins 
only used in the Temple, if you visit there.  On our way to Capernaum, we’ll see 
empty crosses along the way – hundreds of them.  Stop looking at them. Instead 
hear what Jesus is saying as we walk.  But we won't stop looking when we come to 
three crosses with birds perched on and flying around them...yes, they crucified 
three more yesterday.  Rome was the kingdom – and in charge.  Yahweh was not the 
God of Rome.  What on earth was Jesus talking about?   
 
Prayer: Jesus, give us new understandings as we walk to Jerusalem with you. Amen. 
  
Questions:  1.  What did the Jews of Jesus’ day think God was going to do? 

2. What are God’s plans for our pandemic age?    



Day Two        Thursday, February 18, 2021    Matthew 14:1 
 
Thought:    As Jesus continued his walk towards Jerusalem, the land was filled 
with rumors.  Remember a year or so ago how many rumors we heard – and in a 
world with so-called ‘instant communication’?  In Jesus' day, rumors went by foot, 
by horseback. or by boat...reality traveled the same way.  For more than a hundred 
years, as Rome expanded its boundaries, Palestine was awash with rumors.  History 
tells us that when Jesus was six or seven years old, what was generally known as 
Palestine officially became part of the Roman Empire.  Prior to that, Rome had 
been chipping away at bits and pieces for fifty years, and when a city or town was 
taken, a local governor was assigned to govern on behalf of Rome.   
 
Forty years before Jesus’ birth, with the backing of the late Julius Caesar’s best 
friend, Mark Antony, Herod, the appointed governor of Galilee was chosen by the 
Roman senate as king of the Jews.  This is the same Herod who "went to Bethlehem 
and massacred all the boys of two years of age and under".   
 
Herod was a bit unusual in that he had a penchant for building magnificent 
structures (i.e., the Temple in Jerusalem), and at the same time was a man of 
violence.  Many stories could be told, and in one case, he pulled the skin of a 
hedgehog over a rabbi's head and face.  He did this by turning the skin inside-out 
and pulling it all the way down to the man’s chin -- blinding him and slicing his face 
up and down.  About the time Jesus was born, Herod was close to having a complete 
mental collapse – he called for the "instant execution" of his wife Mariamne.  
 
During this time period, something else was happening to those who lived in 
Palestine.  Small landowners, of whom there had once been many, were forced by 
the new government to give up their land.  Their land was taken from them and 
given to a few wealthy families.  Added to that was Rome’s ability to take over...and 
then you had to pay the taxes.  Those who listened to Jesus were taxed by the 
Roman empire.  They were also taxed by the Temple, by the Pharisees, and anyone 
else who could figure out a way to take their money.  
 
In the midst of such history and change, rumors were to be found everywhere.   At 
the same time, reality was difficult to accept by the Jewish king, Herod, and by his 
Jewish subjects.  The Jewish people hated the "king" concept; Jehovah was their 
only "king".  But history tells us that the man with the greatest impact on daily life 
in Palestine at the time of Jesus was the Roman Emperor.  Jesus knew that anything 
– or perhaps everything – he said could /would make its way back to Rome.   Jesus 
came into a complex, complicated, and compelling human situation in Palestine.  No 
wonder there were rumors everywhere! 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, thank you for being willing to come…to Palestine!  Amen. 
 
Questions:  1.  What do you do with rumors when they come your way? 
         2.  Why did God choose the 'first century' to send Jesus?         



Day Three  Friday, February 19, 2021  Matthew 3:1-2 
 
Thought:     As we walk with Jesus towards Jerusalem, never lose sight of the 
fact we are part of a protest movement.  Have you heard the word lately?  Have you 
heard any news lately when the word "protest" wasn't mentioned?   Before Jesus 
began his walk to Jerusalem, he spent some time with his cousin, John, near the 
Jordan River.  John liked the fact that it was – long ago – Joshua who took over the 
leadership to get Israel to the Promised Land...and here was his cousin with the 
same name (in Hebrew, Joshua is Jesus) to lead the new protest movement. 
 
Tom Wright puts it this way: “Jesus went through Galilee, village by village, telling 
people that the kingdom of God was happening now. Now, at last, Israel's 
oppression would be over.  God would come home to save the people. Now, at last 
with the world at its lowest point, evil would be defeated and justice would triumph.  
No wonder they followed him.  No wonder they hung on his words.  He was telling 
them the story they wanted to hear, the story of justice and hope at last."   
 
As well, almost every person who listened to Jesus from “day one" knew, without a 
shadow of a doubt, that to be free again, they had to face Rome in battle...and win.  
With Roman soldiers shadowing them, since they viewed Jesus as a protestor, how 
was he going to get rid of them?  But the more he talked, the more puzzled were the 
listeners.  And many who listened said he didn’t make any sense at all.  Just like the 
prophets of old, and like his cousin, John, he warned those who listened that first, 
the power structures of the world would be overturned, and second, their 
expectations for how that would happen would also be overturned.   
 
When Jesus arrived on the scene, Palestine would go through hurtful changes that 
affected every person, family and community, large or small.  As Jesus was growing 
up, family life was radically changing.  Owning a small parcel of land no longer was 
possible for 96% of the people.  From being small landowners, people soon were 
living and eating off someone else's land.  Taxation was mentioned yesterday; it was 
an issue every day...and bigger than life for most. Yes, they were ready for change.  
But as Jesus continued his walk towards Jerusalem, most of those who listened had 
significant questions about what Jesus really meant.   
 
A Roman writer, Tacitus, described Palestine during Jesus' growing up and 
ministry years with the words “All was quiet".  What the word "quiet" meant was 
that people were paying their taxes, and not fighting back about it.  Jewish people 
everywhere were worried, sad and close to being overwhelmed.  It was into this kind 
of “protest" atmosphere that Jesus came with his message.  Has the world changed 
much in the last 2,000 years?  How does Jesus' message “fit" today? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, it is yet difficult to understand in depth your love for us.  Amen. 
   
Questions:  1.  Of Jesus’ teachings, which do you least understand? 
         2.  Why did Jesus come then...and not today? 



Day Four      Saturday, February 20, 2021        John 14:5 
 
Thought: For more than fifty years preceding Jesus’ arrival on the scene, the 
Jews had fought ferociously for their independence.  Many were the names of 
persons who truly believed that God had brought them out of Egypt to "their own" 
land.  For years, the Jews struggled for independence from the Seleucids, the 
Hellenistic empire of Syria. The inspirational leader for this moment in Jewish 
history was Mattathias.  Why did he decide to take things into his own hands? 
Because the Seleucids were trying "to force the Jews to break their ancient Law by 
leaving their babies uncircumcised and sacrificing pigs on the altar" (Josephus).  
Mattathias believed it was better “to die for the laws of his country than to live . . . 
ingloriously.  So he rounded up his sons and killed the commander of a local 
garrison with cleavers.   
 
After Matthathias' death, his son Judas took on the nickname "Maccabeus", and 
led a fight that led to independence, but in doing so, to an alliance with Rome.  This 
is where Herod the Great was introduced into the picture…and Rome ruled the day 
for the next 100 years.  This is the kind of background into which Jesus was born, 
stayed secluded for 30 years, and then moved into his ministry throughout Palestine. 
 
By the time Jesus began his ministry, there were countless “protestors".  Some 
gathered a following, made an attempt to take over, and were regularly wiped out 
by the Roman garrisons.  But there were many smaller groups of dissenters, 
protestors, complainers.  Many, if not most, wanted the Jews to be freed again. 
After all, isn’t that why God led them out of Egypt...and then brought them back 
from the Babylonian captivity?  Isn't that what the words of the prophets were all 
about?  All we need is the right leader to help us get our freedom back. 
 
In Jesus’ day, the hills above the Sea of Galilee had all kinds of caves in them.  For 
decades, they had been the hide-outs for "holy revolutionaries" – they would defeat 
the pagan Romans, and would bring in the kingdom of God.  Using force was on 
their minds. More than once, Herod sent troops into the hills to clear out the caves.   
It was into this arena that Jesus began walking and teaching…and doing many 
other things.  As you walk with him today in a deeply troubled world, how would 
you describe him?  What key words would “paint" your word picture?  Or perhaps 
might we be like one of the disciples, Thomas?  Jesus asked him to compare him to 
something – anything!  His response was "Teacher, my mouth is utterly unable to 
say what you are like.”  He was not like a messenger.  He was not a wise man of 
philosophy.  He certainly was not like the disciples.  Choose one word that describes 
who Jesus is to you today.  
 
Prayer:  Jesus, help me understand who you really are in today’s world.  Amen. 
 
Questions:  1.  How can we better present Jesus to today's world?   
         2.  What words would you choose with which to describe Jesus? 



Day Five        Sunday, February 21, 2021     Luke 15:20 
 
Thought: Almost every person who listened to Jesus thought that justice and 
peace could only come through a military revolt against Rome.  Yet not one person 
ever heard Jesus hint at such action.  Jesus never got close to such a suggestion.  
Strangely enough, it began to sound as if Jesus was saying that, in the end he, 
himself, would go down to the lowest point of human experience.  Somehow through 
this act, God would defeat evil – and justice and peace would be born again.   
 
Jesus told a lot of stories.  Those who listened quickly got the heart of each story.  
It's not that way 2,000 years later.  Jesus' stories, in today’s culture, often are 
misunderstood.  You're surely familiar with, as is much of the world, Jesus' story 
that’s called ‘the Prodigal Son'.  But Jesus didn't tell the story to highlight the son at 
all.  In biblical times, the elders of a community were accorded great respect for 
their years of accumulated wisdom and experience.  Now if you were an elder and 
you had all of that wisdom and experience crammed inside you, one thing you would 
never do is run.  Even if you walked a bit too briskly, in that culture you would have 
lost your dignity.  Today we idolize the kid who took off with the old man’s 
inheritance, and commend him for getting himself turned around in such a way that 
he was willing to swallow his pride.  Yet that was farthest from Jesus’ point in 
telling the story.  Jesus told about a senior, respected figure who threw his dignity 
out the window and ran down the street to welcome his son back home.  One writer 
said the shock in that culture would be like one of our presidents today appearing 
for a press conference dressed in a bathing suit!   
 
But there were other cultural shocks.  He asked his father for his share of the 
inheritance.  He wanted it right now.  In that culture, much of the inheritance would 
have been in holdings of land…not cash sitting in a bank.  In that culture, and in 
such a village, the son was saying to his father "I wish you were dead".  He put a 
curse on his father.  Fathers listening to Jesus that day would never have granted 
the son’s request.  Most would have told him to “get lost”.  But not this father.  The 
shocks in Jesus' story continued because, in that culture, someone in disgrace 
couldn’t go home.  After all he’d put a curse on his father, he'd brought public 
shame on the family, and he couldn’t pay anything back...he was broke!  The 
biggest shock was last…when the father ran down the road to meet him.  Yet 
another shock was when the father threw a big party for him…and had to deal with 
some upset family members.   
 
Jesus knew all about a loving father…that's why he was in Palestine, walking those 
dusty roads…he was ready to do what a loving Father needed to have done in order 
to defeat evil for all time!  What part does forgiveness have in your own God-story? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, help me get your stories right!  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  What's your version of Jesus' story? 
         2.  How do you feel that God loves you...daily? 



Day Six   Monday, February 22, 2021   Matthew 4:23-24 
 
Thought: Jesus tried to paint a picture of the God of the universe as a loving, 
caring and forgiving father.  Two thousand years later, with a world saturated with 
linking and communicating devices, how is God being "pictured"?  In our pandemic 
world, does God get a mention?  Does God matter at all? 
 
In Philip Yancey's book The Jesus I Never Knew, he shared a true story that 
continued to haunt him.  He had been told the story by a friend who worked with 
the so-called “down-and-outs" in Chicago: 
 “A prostitute came to me in wretched straits, homeless, sick, unable to 
   buy food for her two-year-old daughter.  Through sobs and tears, she 
   told me she had been renting out her daughter – two years old! – to men 
   interested in kinky sex.  She made more renting out her daughter for an  
   hour than she could earn on her own for a night.  She had to do it, she 
   said, to support her own drug habit.  I could hardly bear hearing her  
   sordid story.  For one thing, it made me legally liable – I'm required to 
   report cases of child abuse.  I had no idea what to say to this woman. 
   At last I asked if she had ever thought of going to a church for help. 
   I will never forget the look of pure, naive shock that crossed her face. 
   "Church!" she cried out.  “Why should I ever go there?  I’m already 
   feeling terrible about myself.  They'd just make me feel worse.” 
 
Wasn’t it Jesus who touched the leper (or maybe AIDS), and gave him life? 
 
Wasn't it Jesus who pulled the dirty, smelly kids up on his lap? 
 
Wasn’t it Jesus who cared for a cheater – named Zaccheus? 
 
Wasn’t it Jesus who when people were hungry, didn’t try to get legislation passed,  
 but gave them free bread and food? 
 
Wasn't it Jesus who helped the guy who for years couldn’t get himself into the 
 so-called "healing waters", to be healed without water? 
 
Wasn’t it Jesus who changed the price tag on the crook on the cross that said 
 "Worthless!” to “Worth Everything!"? 
 
So what do people think of God when they drive by your church?  Read about 
your church?  Go inside your church?  Is the first message: "God loves you, no 
matter what!" 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, please show us how to love the unlovely.  Amen. 
 Questions:    1.  What did Jesus expect from his followers then? 
            2.  What does Jesus expect from his followers today? 



Day Seven   Tuesday, February 23, 2021    Luke 4:29-30 
 
Thought: Jesus almost didn't make it to this day on his journey.  Jesus' protest 
walk/journey almost never got started.  Jesus went back to Galilee.  First he taught 
in nearby meeting places, but then went to where he grew up, Nazareth.  They gave 
him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah to read.  So he told them: "God's Spirit is on me.  
He’s chosen me to preach the good news to the poor."  Eyebrows raised.  Heads 
were shaking.  What do the poor have to do with the Roman Empire? 
 
“…Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind.”  
Several groans were heard…more heads were shaking.   
 
“To set the burdened and battered free, to announce: This is God’s year to act!" 
 
He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the assistant, sat down and said: "You’ve 
just seen Scripture make history.  It came true just now in this place.” 
 
People buzzed to each other…"Isn’t he well spoken?"  "Isn’t this Joseph’s son, the 
one we've known since he was a kid?"  “He never said a word about how we get rid 
of the Romans."  Jesus was ready for them in saying: “I suppose you're going to 
quote the proverb, 'Doctor, go heal yourself’ . . .No prophet is ever welcomed in his 
hometown. . . And there were many lepers in Israel at the time of the prophet Elisha 
but the only one cleansed was Naaman the Syrian.” 
 
Luke says the people were so incensed by what he said that they drove him out of 
the town and led him up to the brow of the hill on which their town was built so they 
could hurl him off the cliff. . . but somehow Jesus slipped away from them.   
 
Once again, as he did in the story that’s called  “The Prodigal Son”, he was painting 
a different picture of the God of the universe.  Does God love the young woman of 
yesterday’s story as much as the persons who sit beside you in your worship services 
in church or elsewhere?  Jesus' former neighbors were frustrated because God had, 
at least in their perception, deserted them.  Jesus said that God was ready to do 
something for them … that God still loved them, in spite of the Roman Empire!   
 
As Jesus went to Nazareth the Jews of his time were being extremely heavily 
taxed…over the past several decades most of them had been driven off the land they 
once owned… and they sensed that pagans were polluting their Jewish culture.  
Jesus came to tell them he had a solution for these problems…and that God still 
loved them as always. 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, tell me again how much God loves me.  Amen. 
 
Questions:  1.  How does God love today’s "down-and-outers”? 

2. “Hurting" people went to Jesus – why? 



Day Eight        Wednesday, February 24, 2021      Matthew 5:1 
 
Thought: Where do you turn when your world has seemingly turned upside 
down?  What’s the message when the very caves near the top of the hills above the 
Sea of Galilee are filled with renegades who want to topple Rome?  Where do you go 
when you've lost the land your great-grandparents used to raise their own food?  
How do you pay the increases in the Temple taxes?  Whom do you believe when you 
are told one thing by the Pharisees, another by the Sadducees, another by the 
Essenes, and still others by small factions or groups?  How should you feel about life 
when told the life expectancy for the adult male at the time of Jesus was 29?  Whom 
do you believe – or follow -- when a new leader/voice appears on the scene once or 
twice each year?   What do you do with all the rumors you hear?   
 
Living in Jesus' day must have had many similarities to living in a pandemic world. 
Yes, there have been many rumors; there still are many rumors; and when you read 
this, there will probably still be plenty of rumors.  People didn't know whom to 
believe when Jesus arrived on the scene.  Neither do people today know whom to 
believe.  The people of Jesus’ time were weary of their journey, not knowing what 
was coming next.  Today we live in a world that is weary of the journey, with many 
fearful of the arrival of each new day and week.  In today's world, we've found 
many things we've taken for granted turned upside down.  Things we've done for 
generations we are now being told not to do...like have a family get-together.  In 
some cases, people are dying without any of their loved ones with them at the end of 
the journey.  The lives of the people of Jesus' day had been turned upside down, too.  
Then the newcomer called Jesus arrived on the scene.  Now it’s true that Jesus 
would visit a local synagogue.  But it's also true that Jesus didn't deliver his stories 
or mind-boggling messages in the synagogues.  He chose better places!   
 
One of them was in the hills above the Sea of Galilee.  How many of us today would 
do what people did that day when they began to climb up after Jesus?  There were 
no roads or sidewalks...there were a few small, narrow paths.  There were rocky 
areas to get over or around.  There were no pews, chairs or anything else to sit on.  
There was no PA system.  Neither could you hear what he had to say if you could 
have gone “online”.  No way.  If you wanted to hear what this new guy had to say, 
you had to follow him to where he was going to say it.  He was the new “kid" on the 
block; people were eager for some new ways, a new voice, whatever. 
 
What they didn’t know, but we do today is that Jesus was truly drumming up 
support for a new movement, a new great cause.  He was calling his listeners to a 
new way of being Israel, a new way of being God's people for the world.  He was 
going to tell them how to truly be God’s “chosen people".  What would you have 
thought? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, help us better understand what you really said.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  How is God helping you handle the pandemic journey? 
         2.  Were people shocked at Jesus' Sermon on the Mount? 



Day Nine        Thursday, February 25, 2021    Matthew 4:24 
 
Thought: Today we're walking with Jesus as he wends his way towards 
Jerusalem.  This wasn’t his walk in the early days.  Matthew says he went all over 
Galilee.  He talked in the local synagogues.  What about?  God's kingdom was his 
theme.  He actually told them that – right now – they were under God’s 
government…and it was a good government.  It was hard to believe.  With crosses 
staring at them from main highways, how could this actually be God’s government?  
Of course, that got their attention.  But what really got their attention was he healed 
people of their diseases.  People brought anyone with an ailment, whether mental, 
physical or emotional...and Jesus healed them all. 
 
Is there any one of us who wouldn't like to be healed when things go wrong with our 
minds or bodies?  If someone came on the scene today who with only a word or two 
could heal people – or whole countries – of the Covid-19 virus, there is no doubt 
people would rush to be healed.  We really shouldn’t be surprised at what we are 
facing today.  Scientists are telling us that the current pandemic is only the latest 
pathogen to leap from an animal carrier or host to affect human beings.  It has been 
preceded by at least nineteen outbreaks, each one killing thousands or millions 
around the world since Jesus walked around Galilee. 
 
In Jesus' day, there were no doctor’s offices, medical centers, hospitals or online 
help for anyone.  Once you were sick, you had to figure out a way to get better.  This 
always included help from your immediate family, or certain persons in villages who 
had, for whatever reason, gained a reputation for helping someone when sick. 
 
There are several stories told in the Gospels of Jesus and lepers.  Being a leper had   
more than one risk.  Leprosy brought about physical discomfort from your skin 
which itched.  Sores appeared at any place on the body, and in the healing process, 
the skin became scabby.  What did they have to do?  This is what was written for 
lepers: 
         “The person who has leprous disease shall wear torn clothes and let 
         the hair of his head be disheveled, and he shall cover his upper lip 
         and cry out, "Unclean, unclean". He shall remain unclean as long 
         as he has the disease; he is unclean.  He shall live alone; his dwelling 
         shall be outside the camp.” 
 
For the leper, death wasn't the first concern, but exile.  One no longer could go to 
home or family...getting food reduced many of them to begging.  So in the early 
days, Jesus healed everyone...including the lepers.  Needless to say, he got their 
attention.  They wanted to hear more, even if they couldn’t believe it. 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, thank you for your amazing journey.  Amen. 
 
Questions:  1.  Has God ever healed you...without a doctor's help?   
         2.  How have you prayed regarding the world’s pandemic? 



Day Ten  Friday, February 26, 2021      Luke 4:18-19 
 
Thought:  As Jesus walked through Galilee, and eventually climbed high up on 
the hillside to continue teaching, what word best described the overall feelings of the 
people who called themselves "God’s people"?  Jesus began to do things that had 
never been done, not by the Pharisees (temple people), the Sadducees, the Essenes, 
or anyone else.  Jesus actually walked towards lepers, not away from them!  He ate 
with people who were judged by society as sinners or outcasts.  He didn't walk away 
from those who were the poorest of society...he walked towards them and talked to 
them. 
 
He consoled people who had suffered losses.  He actually befriended women in a 
public, caring way.  He opened the eyes of people who were blind.  He told stories 
that were beyond any stories they had ever heard.  He blessed little children and 
invited them to sit on his lap.  He talked about a God who wasn't hidden in the 
Temple in the Most Holy place, and who cared about people right where they were.  
He even spoke approvingly of the hated Samaritans.  He never threw blame at the 
Romans for who they were, or what they were doing (crosses!).  He saw people who 
were hungry and didn't send them home to eat!    
 
Now if you'd been around at that time, what word would you have selected to 
describe the feelings of the people who followed Jesus around every day?  Perhaps 
you can find a better word, but the word that jumped at me is “Hope".  We 
probably can resonate rather well with their feelings, since two thousand years later, 
we live in a world where "Hope" is on most of our minds.   
 
Maybe there will be one when you read this, but for many, many months, the world 
has been hoping for someone to "discover" a vaccine to stop the current pandemic. 
There are millions of people walking on this globe who are hungry every day.  There 
seems to be more disagreement among nations over "small" things, let alone global 
matters.  Climate change is no longer in someone’s fantasy world…it’s a reality 
today and getting more real by the day.  What hope can the world have to make the 
needed changes to save the planet?  Each of us "hopes" we will not get the virus.  
How many have died thus far in a situation where they could not say goodbye to 
those they loved most?  How many people world-wide are struggling to find food to 
eat because their jobs were wiped out by the Covid-19 virus?   
 
Not much has really changed, has it?  People needed hope then.  People need hope 
today.  After Jesus' silent years, he began to describe the work to which he was 
committing the rest of his life: to help the poor, the blind, the captives, and the 
marginalized.  But don't forget, visions of hope can have different endings.   
 
Prayer:  Jesus, give us hope each day, and help us to be hope, as well.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  What does the word "hope" mean to you in your walk today? 
         2.  What hope is there for our world? 



Day Eleven  Saturday, February 27, 2021     Psalm 23:1-3 
 
Thought: Hope had been in short supply for the Jews of Jesus’ day.  After all, it 
had been 400 years since they heard the last of the voices they considered to be 
prophets…speaking on behalf of God.  Generation after generation came and went 
without receiving any words that could be considered either prophetic or helpful. 
 
As they listened to Jesus, their immediate concern was they were now slaves of the 
Roman Empire.  Surely Jesus would have something to say about their current 
dilemma – and give them some hope – if he was truly the promised prophet. 
 
Most of us have lived long enough to know that we don’t always get what we hope 
(pray!) for.  We’ve also learned that sometimes what happens is better than we ever 
hoped for…yet other times, it doesn’t come close or is even disappointing.   
 
In a message by Eugene Bay in West Philadelphia, he told a story of a friend and 
sometimes colleague of his.  “Eileen is a life-long child advocate and speaks and 
lobbies and makes a lot of wonderful noise on behalf of children.  She, with all of us, 
is dismayed when children suffer.  So she was compelled by the story of the mother 
of one of the youngsters killed in the school shooting in Paducah, Kentucky, a few 
years back. 
 
When the mother heard that there had been a shooting, she prayed, ‘Please God, 
not my child; and if my child, please may he live.’   
 
When she arrived at the school, she learned that her child was one of the ones who 
had died.  Medical personnel asked the terrible but necessary questions about 
harvesting and using the child’s organs, and the anguished mother agreed. 
 
Months later, Eileen read a follow-up story.  Somehow the mother learned the 
identity of the person who had received her child’s heart.  It turned out to be a 
minister whose life was saved by the heart transplant.  She contacted him, and they 
visited and talked and wept together and prayed, and then talked some more.  As 
she rose to leave, she made an unusual but understandable request…could she put 
her ear to his chest and hear her child’s heart beating, giving life?” 
 
Sometimes hope turns out to be something far different from what we ever expected 
it to be.  As Jesus talked to them about “God’s Kingdom”, were they on the same 
page of hope?  Are we, today, on the right "hope page"?  
 
Prayer:  Jesus, give us a clearer picture of hope for our world today. Amen. 
 
Questions:  1.  When have you hoped – and not been disappointed? 
         2.  When have you hoped – and been disappointed? 
 
 



Day Twelve    Sunday, February 28, 2021    Deuteronomy 6:4-5  
 
Thought: Before Jesus delivered what is called the “Sermon on the Mount", he 
spent a lot of time in the village and town synagogues.  Matthew said he spoke in a 
lot of them, telling listeners about “God's Kingdom”.  In Jesus' day, the population 
was basically illiterate.  So those who couldn’t read joined with people who could, 
and learned Scripture together in a synagogue.  Three things happened:  they heard 
Scripture read; sermons or talks were “preached"; then they discussed the 
meanings in the passages.  In comparison, what happens in your church service? 
 
The synagogues were different, just like our churches today.  Among the more than 
50 synagogue ruins found in Israel this past century, no two are alike.  Whenever 
possible, urban synagogues were built near rivers or springs so members could 
purify themselves in running water.  Synagogues were open three times a day for 
those who wanted to pray.  Special services were held on market days, which were 
Mondays and Thursdays.  The Sabbath was the regular day for services, and most 
people attended the morning services.   
 
The Sabbath service began with the congregation standing, facing toward 
Jerusalem.  Prayers were then recited, beginning with the Schema, Deuteronomy 6: 
4-5:  "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love your Lord 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might."  This verse was 
to be said twice each day, out loud, by every Jewish male.  One individual, called 
'the ruler', would read the Schema, while the congregation prayed silently.  All 
responded with a loud “Amen".  Then came more prayers, and there could be as 
many as nineteen – with those present standing!!!  (And you thought the pastoral 
prayer is sometimes a bit long!) 
        
After the prayers came the essence of the synagogue service, the reading of the 
Torah.  The attendant of the synagogue took the scroll from the ark and offered it to 
the first of seven selected readers.  These readings, like the prayers, were done while 
standing.  The Torah was read first, followed by the Prophets.  Only one verse at a 
time could be read from the Torah, since it then had to be translated into Aramaic 
(the language commonly spoken in Palestine).  Three of the Prophets could be read 
before translation.  After these readings, a sermon was given by someone invited by 
the board of elders.  Those attending could be seated at this time!  Some were short; 
and some were very long!  The preacher closed the sermon with a short prayer.  On 
leaving the service, it was customary to give alms for the poor.  Since presents were 
acceptable as well as coins, the porch of the synagogue might have an array of gifts. 
 
It was in this kind of scene that Jesus began his teaching -- for many months before 
he moved towards Jerusalem.  Would you have been a happy "synagogu-er"? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, teach us anew, as you did then.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  How might you feel about this type of service? 
         2.  Replace the word “Israel” with “world” and pray the Schema. 



Day Thirteen      Monday, March 1, 2021         Matthew 5:1-2 
 
Thought:  …and apparently, when they left a synagogue service, they had no 
more hope than they had brought with them.  But when Jesus began preaching in 
the Galilean synagogues, they began to hear things they’d never heard in their life. 
The unspoken word that was prevalent was hope…maybe this fellow has the 
answers to our centuries of waiting…and wondering.  What were Jewish people 
waiting for when Jesus arrived on the scene?  They believed that they were God's 
"chosen people".  The Torah/Bible stated clearly that the creator-God chose 
Abraham and his family, the ancestors of Israel, as the means of not only 
addressing, but solving the problems of the whole world.  Israel was called to be a 
people with a purpose, through whom God would eventually set the world right.  
Israel was called to be the light of the world, the salt of the earth.   
 
Now this kind of hope, after centuries of silence and no hope, was enough to make 
people climb mountains!!!!  And one day they did...with Jesus leading the way.  
Jesus was just one more of many revolutionaries of that day. Every would-be leader 
made an attempt to enlist followers who were willing to fight – literally – the Roman 
Empire, and to become leaders of the new Israel.  It must have been shocking to 
learn that Jesus wasn't recruiting an army, and that he had an entirely different 
point of view on what God wanted in the world then – and for the future.   
 
He solemnly announced God's blessings – but he blessed all the wrong people: the 
poor (at the bottom of everyone's list!); the mourners; the meek; the hungry; the 
merciful; the pure in heart; the persecuted; and the peacemakers.  How many of 
these people rank at the top of your list of the most important people in the world 
today?  When was the last time you heard a message delivered addressing the needs 
of the people Jesus mentioned? 
 
Some people heard him talking about "turning the other cheek", and their 
eyebrows were raised.  One writer suggested that turning the other cheek is nothing 
more than being a doormat for Jesus.  When Jesus said: “Don’t resist evil”, it 
translates the Greek word antistenai which referred to the fighter/resistance 
movement.  If they hit you on the right cheek, they did it with the back of the 
hand...as though you were beneath their contempt.  Then offer them the other 
cheek, Jesus said.  If they hit you again, they will have to admit you are a fellow 
human being, an equal – someone who is entitled to respect.   
 
The whole sermon is about taking the great risk of faith…that to change the world, 
you need to believe that God is God, and let God turn your national and personal 
priorities upside down.  As they wended their way down the mountain, some were 
shaking their heads, whispering “No way".  Others liked what they heard and were 
buzzing about what it really meant.  Yet others said nothing…just like today. 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, I pray that my "house" is built on a solid rock.  Amen. 
Read Matthew 5-7. 



Day Fourteen    Tuesday, March 2, 2021        Matthew 6:14-15  
 
Thought: If your pastor delivers a message (online or in person!) that takes 
twenty to twenty-five minutes, what will you remember that afternoon or evening? 
A key thought?  The main point?  Anything at all?   
 
What Jesus said on the mount took hours to say, and most of it was unlike anything 
they’d heard before.   They'd climbed the hill because they hoped he was the 
“prophet" who would fight and defeat the Roman Empire.  He'd performed enough 
highly visible miracles that there was no doubt he had abilities far beyond normal 
human leaders.  Then he started to talk.  “Let me tell you why we're here…" 
 
“Here’s why you're up here on this mountain...You’re to be salt-seasoning that 
brings out the God-flavors of this earth.  As well, you’re to be light, bringing out the 
God-colors of the world.  God is not a secret to be kept…I’m going to put you on a 
light stand…so you can shine!”  (…and how will this get Rome off our backs?) 
 
“I’m not here to demolish God's Law or the Prophets; instead, I’m going to pull it 
all together.  Did you know that God’s Law is more real and lasting than the stars in 
the sky?"  (…and how will this get Rome off our backs?) 
 
“Do not murder.  I’m telling you that anyone who is so much as angry with a 
brother or sister is guilty of murder.”  (...and how will this get Rome off our backs?) 
 
“You’ve heard it said ‘Eye for eye; tooth for tooth.'  But I say don't hit back at all.  
If someone hits you, stand there and take it.  If someone drags you into court and 
sues for the shirt off your back, gift-wrap your best coat and make a present of it." 
(…and how will this get Rome off our backs?) 
 
“You know the written law ‘Love your friend’, and its unwritten companion 'Hate 
your enemy’.  I'm telling you to love your enemies.  Let them bring out the best in 
you, not the worst."  (...and how will this get Rome off our backs?) 
 
“The world is full of so-called prayer warriors who are prayer-ignorant.  This is 
your Father you are dealing with, and he knows better than you what you need.  
You can pray very simply: Our Father in heaven, reveal who you are.  Set the world 
right; Do what's best -- as above, so below.  Keep us alive with three square meals. 
Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others.  Keep us safe from ourselves and 
the Devil. You’re in charge! You can do anything you want! You're ablaze in 
beauty!  Yes. Yes.  Yes.”   (...and how will this get Rome off our backs?)  They came 
with hope.  They were looking for a revolutionary leader!  What would you have 
thought if you'd been on that hillside that day? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, to this day, we are in awe of what you said that day.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  How does Jesus’ mountain sermon impact your life today? 
         2.  What do you like best in the Sermon on the Mount?  



Day Fifteen  Wednesday, March 3, 2021          Matthew 6:24 
  
Thought: Jesus kept telling them more and more about God…his Father, so he 
said.  Two thousand years later, choose five words that describe for you the God of 
the universe.  About four years ago, I wrote you about a new word I had added to 
my list.  While climbing Beaver Hill one morning after a big storm, I paused on the 
second level of the hill, and happened to look up into the trees.  There, with a 
brilliant blue sky as background, were four big party balloons...red, yellow, blue 
and black!  They moved effortlessly among the leaves where they were lodged. 
 
It was then I realized the God of the Universe is a partying God.  So week after 
week, and month after month I walked the hill to get to the place where God and I 
would party – with balloons already in place!  They lasted for two years!  Then the 
yellow balloon was gone.  After three years, only the black balloon was left for our 
party.  A couple of months ago, that balloon was gone, too.   
 
But as Jesus announced many things on the mountain, I want to announce to you 
that God is still a "partying” God, whether there are balloons or not!  God is not 
just a so-called "king", sitting on some kind of a throne!  God is not a straight-faced 
ruler, bereft of a smile.  If Jesus smiled, then God smiles.  If Jesus laughed, then God 
laughs.  And there is no way Jesus had a bunch of little kids climbing onto his lap 
without a smile on his face, and some laughs, as well.  
 
Pandemics come, and life gets turned upside down.  Climate change is upon us, and 
more gets turned upside down.  A little girl walked to and from school daily. 
Though the weather that morning was questionable and clouds were forming, she 
made her daily trek to the elementary school.  As the afternoon progressed, the 
winds whipped up, along with thunder and lightning.  The mother of the little girl 
felt concerned that her daughter would be scared as she walked home from school.  
 
Lightning flashed across the sky followed by a roar of thunder.  The mother quickly 
got into her car and drove along the route to her child’s school.  As she did, she saw 
the little girl walking along, but at each flash of lightning, she would stop, look up 
and smile.  Another flash came, followed by yet another…and with each, the little 
girl would look at the streak of lightning and smile. 
 
When the mother’s car drew up beside the child she lowered the window and called 
to her, “What are you doing?  Why do you keep stopping?”  She said, "I am trying 
to look pretty. God keeps taking my picture.”   
 
And you thought God didn’t like to party?  Consider the God of the Universe, in the 
Person of Jesus Christ, doing what human beings did...and that included partying! 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, thank you for walking the same roads we are walking.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  Describe, in your own words, the God of the Universe. 
         2.  When has God laughed with you?   



Day Sixteen   Thursday, March 4, 2021             John 4:48-50 
 
Thought:    After several mountain-side experiences, Jesus went to a party…a 
wedding party!  It was in Cana of Galilee, and someone failed to order enough wine 
for the party…a humiliating faux pas in that day and culture.  Jesus’ mother knew 
he could solve the problem, so she instructed the servants to “do whatever he tells 
you to do."   
 
In Jesus' day, there were many pagan temples that "made their money" by doing 
the same thing.  Through elaborate behind-the-scenes mechanisms, you could 
actually see your water after it was “turned" into wine.  Jesus' way was much 
simpler and non-dramatic.  The party-goers enjoyed the taste of the new wine, but 
his disciples saw it as a miracle…and "they believed in him” (John 2:11). 
 
Several weeks later, Jesus and his disciples were again in Cana.  Cana was about 20 
miles away from where Peter, Andrew, James and John had operated their fishing 
enterprise, in Capernaum.  It lay on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee.  It was 
an 8 hour walk from one town to the other. 
 
Jesus probably knew he was going to have a head-on collision with one of the 
wealthy, aristocratic Sadducees...from Capernaum.  He had just walked 8 straight 
hours to find Jesus.  The Sadducees accepted no teaching or belief if it was not 
found in the Torah, the first five books of the Old Testament.  They did not believe 
in life after death, resurrection, angels, or spirits.   
 
They believed God to be totally remote from humans, leaving each person free to 
determine his or her own fate…and with no prospect of reward or punishment.   
They believed punishment for sin was the duty of men, and it should be both 
merciless and severe.   
 
Sadducees were skeptical of anything supernatural and were fatalistic to the core.  
Each person created his/her own fate, where he deserved whatever fate he received, 
including sickness, poverty, misfortune and how one died.  The last person in the 
world to stand before Jesus, pleading for a miraculous divine intervention would be 
a Sadducee.  But he didn't come to argue with Jesus; he didn't come because he was 
wealthy and titled.  As he said to Jesus, "Sir, come down before my child dies."   
He told Jesus he believed in his heart that only Jesus could save him and had walked 
for 8 hours straight because he loved his son. Jesus told him…"Go, your son lives."  
Jesus could have lectured him...for days.  Instead, Jesus brushed aside the man's 
background and taught him gently about mercy, faith, and forgiveness. 
Jesus hasn’t changed.  He’s the same today.  Can Jesus still perform miracles in a 
hurting, worried, dying pandemic world? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, hear our prayers for help in our pandemic world.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  What’s the #1 miracle of your journey? 
         2.  How often do you pray for a miracle for someone else? 



Day Seventeen   Friday, March 5, 2021      Matthew 7:8 
 
Thought:  Three days ago, I tried to write Day Seventeen.  I couldn’t do it.  Two 
days ago, I was to write the same page.  It didn't get done.  Yesterday, again, I was 
to write this page. And, again, it didn’t get done.  It wasn't because I didn't ask God 
to help me, either.  There was a reason….and it had something to do with God's 
heavens!  A storm named Isaias, not scheduled to do much this far inland, changed 
its mind on the way up the coast, and clobbered our general area.  Torrential rain 
and hurricane winds swept over us.  At its height, I stood by the kitchen/sink 
window, only to jump back as the tall, full-grown maple swept by the window on its 
way to the ground.  As it fell, it lay parallel with the side of the house, not doing any 
damage.   
 
Within minutes, all power ceased, there were no phones, computers, TV, or 
whatever.  Even my cell phone was wiped out for hours.  Knowing my neighbors 
were in the same fix, and most likely the five kids and theirs, too…my thoughts 
jumped back to Jesus talking to the crowd on the mount that day.  One of the things 
he said was: "Don't bargain with God.  Be direct.  Ask for what you need.  This isn't 
a cat-and-mouse, hide-and-seek game we're in”.   
 
So I did what he said, and breathed a quick prayer for help, whatever it might be.  
Jesus also said: "If your child asks for bread, do you trick him with sawdust?  If he 
asks for fish, do you scare him with a snake on his plate?  Obviously, I was leaning 
against sawdust or a snake!  
 
Losing power meant getting the generator geared up and going, no small task.  It 
hadn't been used in over three years, at the least.  After a number of attempts, it was 
finally running, and eventually there was some power being generated in the house.  
But there still was no computer, TV, etc., since those lines were now out of service. 
I saw some of the severity of the storm yesterday as I walked the flat on my way to 
Beaver Hill.  It wasn't a matter of one tree having fallen on one section of line.  As I 
looked from pole to pole, the lines were sliced in between every pole for as far as I 
could see.  It was, truly, a mass of destruction that descended on us. 
 
Jesus had then continued: "You're at least decent to your own children.  So don't 
you think the God who conceived you in love will be even better?”  What do you 
think about such a thought?  Late in the afternoon, after the things I could do were 
done, I decided to check for mail, not knowing if it could have been delivered.  As it 
turned out, it had been.  And in my mail that day was a pandemic check from Uncle 
Sam for $1,200 – just about the amount needed to get the tree taken down and away.  
I hadn't expected to write a page like this, but once again, I have been blessed and 
loved by God, just as Jesus promised 2,000 years ago!!!! 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, thank you that God loves us even when we’re down.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  When was the last time God “loved" you when you were flat? 
         2.  How do you feel when God “doesn't answer” your prayer? 



Day Eighteen      Saturday, March 6, 2021         Matthew 6:34 
 
Thought:  Since Jesus had arrived on the scene, there was plenty to think about.  
They couldn't stop thinking about the miracles that Jesus had performed before 
their very eyes.  Life was unsettled for most who gathered to listen.  First, how do we 
get freed from Rome?  Second, what has happened to the God who led us out of 
Egypt? Third, life is totally unsettling…how will we even survive? 
 
The people who listened to Jesus that day are not one whit different from we who 
walk the globe today.  Everyone is interested in predictability.  They were then.  We 
are the same today.  But pause and reflect on events of the past year or so.  How 
much predictability have you enjoyed?  Many words are being used as descriptors 
for our current situation: unsettled; uncertainty; anxiety; worry; troubled; afraid; 
depressed; fearful; alone; masked; distanced; unnerved; bad news; sad news, 
unpredictable.  Which word best describes your own journey?  Although these 
words may be "new" to us, these same words have circled the globe through more 
than nineteen pandemics since Jesus taught on the mountain!  The first occurred a 
bit more than a century after Jesus ascended. 
 
A good section of his talk that day could be summed up with the words “stop 
worrying".  If Jesus could appear on national TV today or tomorrow, how would 
people react to what he said?  How would you react?  Jesus suggested that the first 
thing we are overly concerned about are our bodies.  Are we too fat or thin?  Too 
tall or too short?  Too young or too old?  How about our hair?  Are we eating the 
best foods?  Do we eat at the best restaurants?  So we worry, as if anxiety will 
somehow make us taller, thinner, better looking, better dressed or more healthy. 
 
Jesus suggested that such concerns are both counterproductive and unnecessary.  
Pointing to some flowers on the hillside, he observed how beautiful they were.  Then 
he pointed to birds flying over them, and suggested they were so alive and free.  
Jesus said, "God knows what they need…and provides for them.”  He could have 
added that this is the same God who brought them out of Egypt!  (...and off go some 
of the TV's!)   But the longer he talked, the closer he got to reality for his 
listeners…and reality for today’s global anxiety.  "Give your entire attention to 
what God is doing right now, and don't get worked up about what may or may not 
happen tomorrow.  God will help you tomorrow when the time comes.”  Responses?                 
But my job has been wiped out!  How will my kids get an education?  We won't 
have a home to live in! I don't want to get Covid-19!  The list could go on. 
 
Did Jesus really mean we should give no thought to tomorrow?  Is that the message 
God has for planet-dwellers today?  How do you think the people sitting on that 
hillside 2000 years ago reacted?  How do people react in our pandemic age today? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, help me learn to "worry" only about today.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  How would you describe your level of anxiety today? 
         2.  How does one find hope in a "hopeless" world? 



Day Nineteen       Sunday, March 7, 2021   John 13:14-15 
 
Thought: Remember those days when one couldn't buy toilet paper?  I suppose 
that did have something to do about tomorrow…as well as today!  Wearing a mask 
would seem to indicate a concern about tomorrow.  It seems as if it’s more difficult 
these days to deal with today, let alone tomorrow!  Whether it's a vaccine, the 
economy, jobs, politics, or epidemic “hot spots", there are more than enough 
worries about what tomorrow will bring. 
 
I once taught an international group of students in Poland.  While there, I met and 
became friends with Benoni Benjamin, a young student with a bright future ahead 
of him.  His personal story reflected Jesus' teachings on today and tomorrow...and 
the tremendous impact they can make on our "life" decisions. 
 
The place was Romania in the late ‘60’s.  Their names were Peter and Florica.  He 
was thirty; she was twenty-eight.  They were very committed followers of Christ 
who believed strongly in God's daily presence in their lives.  They had two boys, 
ages four and five.  Because of the difficult birth with the second, the doctor told 
Florica she should never have another child. 
 
Several years later, Florica suspected she was pregnant. They prayed at home for 
God’s guidance before going to see the doctor.  When they went, he told her that if 
she attempted to bring the child to term, she would not live.  There would be no 
tomorrow for her.  He advised an immediate abortion.  They went home and prayed 
about it for several weeks.  She finally made a decision.  She said: "This child is a 
gift from God.  I must care for God's gift.  If I will not live tomorrow in order for 
this gift to live, so be it."   
 
Within eight hours of the baby’s birth, Florica died.  Before death, she named the 
baby Benoni, but Peter called him Benjamin (see Genesis 35:16-20).  Benoni 
Benjamin was a young and energetic pastor in Romania, and told his story with 
tears streaming down his face.  A “tomorrow" for him had meant his mother would 
have no "tomorrow" to walk the journey with him.  Life for him had meant death 
for another, his own loving mother whom he never met.  He talked long of the love 
of his mother for her unborn child – how she gave up her tomorrows for him.   
 
Even if you don’t agree with Florica and Peter’s choice, you surely will agree that 
she took Jesus at his word...worry about today...and let tomorrow and its challenges 
take care of themselves.  Benoni was a living example of what Jesus said – God will 
be with you tomorrow…as well as today.   
 
Prayer:  Help me get the priorities of my daily walk straightened out.  Amen. 
 
Questions:  1.  How has "pandemic” living affected your life choices? 
         2.  Is making decisions harder – or easier – for you this year?  
 



Day Twenty    Monday, March 8, 2021            Joshua 3: 2-4 
 
Thought: On Day Three of this journey, reference was made to John the 
Baptist, who was thrilled that his cousin, Jesus (Joshua, in Greek) had come to be 
baptized.  John knew the story well.  Joshua, leading the Israelites, had reached the 
Jordan River, and camped there for three days.  “Where do we go now?"   
Then Joshua told them when the Ark of the Covenant (God's presence to Israel), 
carried by the Levitical priests, began to move, they were to follow it.  Why?  So 
they would know the way they should  go…” because you have not passed this way 
before.”  
 
Jesus stood on that hillside, talking to the huge crowd gathered…in a place they had 
never been before.  They followed him because he had done things for people that 
had never been done before.  Without medicine, without doctors, without help, 
people were instantly healed.   
 
Then he told them how to pray.  Never before had they ever thought of such a way 
to pray.  They knew Israel needed an army to take on the Roman legions.  It 
couldn't happen any other way.  Yet Jesus never said a single word about an army, 
defeating Rome, or peace on earth in their lifetime.  Indeed, they had never passed 
this way before, or heard anything like Jesus said to them that day. 
 
Is it any different 2,000 years later?  Not a person reading this has ever lived life the 
way we are today.  Some people are wearing masks…each person well aware that 
he/she has never passed this way before.  Probably more people are “alone" than 
have ever been in the history of the world.  Education in classrooms with “live” 
teachers has been taken for granted for a long time – suddenly every aspect of 
education will be done in a way it’s never been done before.  Much the same could 
be said for business and industry, politics, religion, communications, and family life. 
 
Who would ever have thought that when a loved one became seriously ill, whatever 
the cause, those who loved him/her would not be at their side, holding their hands, 
offering encouragement, saying prayers?  Today, many people are dying alone... 
we've never passed this way before.  As I write this page today, I have just received 
a message that a life-long friend has been taken to the hospital with a serious heart 
problem.  But I can’t rush to the hospital to see her, to pray with her, to hold her 
hand at this difficult moment.  No, I've never passed this way before.   
 
Everything that Jesus said to the crowd that day had never been said before…God 
had a different plan, a new way for life and salvation.  God would love them in a 
way that had never happened before…through Jesus, the Christ. 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, hold me tight...I’ve never been this way before.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  What is different in your life today from a year ago? 
         2.   Of the differences, what do you like?   



Day Twenty-one    Tuesday, March 9, 2021   Matthew 10:27-28 
 
Thought: Listening to Jesus talk with them on that hillside was a memorable 
experience.  Not one listener had thoughts of dying, or that following his suggestions 
might lead to their death.  But some of those who listened that day decided to 
become followers.  A short time later, Jesus cautioned them when he said: "Your lot 
won't be any better than that of your master." Augustine once said: "From Abel to 
the end of times, the people of God will always suffer persecution on their journey 
through time."   
 
Persecution of Christians is not restricted to the days of the early church, nor to 
places far away.  We who live on the North American continent have been largely 
shielded from persecution or martyrdom.  One researcher estimates that over 
80,000,000 Christians have been martyred since Jesus preached on that hillside 
2,000 years ago.  It was Marx, communism’s founding father, who wrote in the early 
1800's, "Religion is the opiate of the masses.  Communism begins where atheism 
begins.”  In other words, you'd better worship the state, not God.   
 
In 1928 in Russia, Communist secret police arrested and tortured a young Christian 
named Lydia.  Her father told her: "See, daughter, when you win your crown, that 
you tell the Lord that although I proved too weak for battle, still I did not restrain 
you, but blessed you.”  Within the next decade, over 1,200,000 Roman Catholics 
were killed. At the same time over 1,000,000 evangelicals and Pentecostals lost their 
lives via the underground church.  Jesus had something to do with all that’s been 
happening.  On that hillside that day, he said: “You're familiar with the old written 
law, 'Love your friend,' and it’s unwritten companion: ‘Hate your enemy'.  I'm 
challenging that.  I’m telling you to love your enemies.  Let them bring out the best 
in you, not the worst.”   
 
In Columbia, about 60 years ago in the civil war called 'La Violencia’, 300,000 
protestant evangelicals were killed.  In the next two decades, another 300,000 people 
were killed at which time Archbishop Oscar Romero, murdered in El Salvador, said 
in his book The Violence of Love “We have never preached violence, except the 
violence of love, which left Christ nailed to a cross." 
 
Christians have suffered for their faith throughout history.  One of the earliest we 
have an eyewitness account for was Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna.  When soldiers 
came to arrest him, he ordered food to be set before them and asked for an hour to 
pray.  The soldiers then questioned what they were doing there.  They gave him two 
hours before leading him into town.  He was there asked to renounce Christ. 
"Eighty and six years have I served Christ, nor has he ever done me any harm. 
How, then, could I blaspheme my King who saved me?"  Thus, he died at the stake. 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, help me to be strong when my turn comes.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  What meaning does "love your enemy" have for you today? 
         2.  How do you feel about the number "80,000,000”? 



Day Twenty-two  Wednesday, March 10, 2021 Matthew 10:19-20 
 
Thought: Jesus' observation "Your lot won’t be any better than your master’s” 
is reality today for Christians in China.  Not only are Christians being persecuted, 
so is every other religion in the country.  Religious repression has intensified greatly 
since 2013 under new leadership.  There has been a significant crackdown on 
Muslims in the northwestern region where mosques are being demolished, and more 
than one million Muslims have been detained in re-education camps.  
 
Muslim, Buddhist and Christian leaders have been ordered to integrate Chinese 
communist thought into their belief systems.  The party wants people to "love the 
motherland and their faith".  As a result, thousands of churches and mosques are 
being shuttered or razed; those that remain fly Chinese flags. 
 
For many decades, Chinese Catholics and Protestants have been divided between 
those who attend state-sanctioned churches – in which clergy are appointed by 
Beijing – and those who attend so-called underground churches. About half of 
China’s 12 million Catholics worship in the underground churches which remain 
loyal to the Vatican. Protestantism is China’s fastest growing religion, and so is 
especially worrisome to Chinese leadership.  There is the state-registered church, 
the Three-Self Patriotic Movement, which claims 39 million followers.  But at least 
another 40 million worship in underground “home churches".   
 
Chinese leadership is determined to control the faith – whether Protestant, Catholic, 
Buddhist, Muslim, or whatever.  To that end, all bookstores have been banned from 
selling Bibles.  A new Mandarin translation is being prepared, which some say will 
omit whole chapters from our current Bible.  Pastors have been ordered to attend 
government sponsored training sessions.  The main point being made is that in 
China, the state leads, and the church follows.  Thousands of underground churches 
have been closed.  In some that remain open, facial recognition cameras are being 
installed so authorities can track and harass worshippers.   
 
We are oceans apart, and what is going on in China doesn't really affect us, does it?  
Yet Christians in China are our sisters and brothers…followers of the same Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Probably not one person reading today's page has ever been 
"persecuted" for going to church, singing hymns, reading the Bible, praying or 
witnessing to the living Christ.  We are far removed from such persecution.  Or are 
we?  In light of current world events, who knows what tomorrow may bring?  
Two thousand years ago, people looked at Jesus with their mouths wide open when 
he said to “Love your enemy."  It isn't any easier today than it was then. But before 
we leave this page, let’s close our eyes, and pray for the “enemy" in China, and for 
all of Jesus' followers who live there.   
 
Prayer:  Jesus, touch every person who is being persecuted today.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  Has anyone ever questioned your faith in Christ? 

2. If not, why not?  



Day Twenty-three    Thursday, March 11, 2021     Luke 21:1-4 
 
Thought: Pandemic world or not, today Rolls Royce announced to the world 
that they are beginning production of their most luxurious car, valued at $311,000.  
Why?  Because people want to buy one.  Yet we live in a world where millions of 
people are hungry, jobless, and homeless.   
 
Jesus would have a difficult time being understood today if he said what he did 
2,000 years ago.  Over and over, he warned of the dangers of placing trust in the 
treasures of this world.  He talked about the difficulty of being wealthy and finding 
contentment and peace.  He urged the disciples to give to the poor, to seek 
righteousness over material wealth, to put God first, and to place their complete 
trust in the One from whom all their blessings had come.    
 
One day he positioned himself near the Court of Women in the Temple and watched 
as rich people gave.  In this court, there were thirteen collecting boxes known as the 
Trumpets.  They were shaped like trumpets, with the narrow part at the top and the 
wider part at the bottom.  Each trumpet was assigned to offerings for a different 
purpose.  Then came a poor widow who put in two coins worth less than a penny.  
Jesus observed that her gift far outvalued all the other offerings because those 
givers had calculated their tithe to the penny and given from their abundance.  In 
other words, while some of them might even have been generous, what they gave 
didn’t really cost the giver that much.  However, the widow gave everything that she 
had.  She was clearly demonstrating that she was trusting God to provide what she 
needed for that day…. and perhaps for the next day, too. 
 
Just before the pandemic, it was announced that one of every six Americans is 
hungry – doesn't eat three meals a day – eats junk food – or, in some cases, eats very 
little food.  Since the pandemic, many more people are eating less, or not eating 
much at all.  Mother Teresa addressed hunger once in this manner: "None of us, I 
am sure, knows what is the pain of hunger, but one day I learned it from a little 
child.  I found the child in the street and I saw in her face that terrible hunger that I 
have seen in many eyes.  Without questioning her I gave her a piece of bread, and 
then I saw that the little child was eating the bread crumb by crumb.  So I said to 
her ‘Eat the bread.’  And that little one looked at me and said: ‘I am afraid because 
when the bread is finished, I will be hungry again.'" 
 
While writing the above, I received a text from long-time friends in Florida.  What 
about?  They were doing food preparation today and tomorrow.  Church folks, 
friends and neighbors were going to prepare food bags for kids as they left school 
for the weekend…several kids are homeless, and others live in homes without food.  
Without this act of love, they would have no food until they came back to school on 
Monday.  Jesus…through us, in today’s world.  That’s the Gospel!!!! 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, help us be more like you every step of the journey.  Amen. 
Question:  How can you help someone who is hungry? 



Day Twenty-four      Friday, March 12, 2021       Matthew 6:5-6 
 
Thought:     It’s been over three weeks since we joined Jesus on his walk towards 
Jerusalem.  Of all we've seen as well as listened to, what has been the biggest 
surprise?  Obviously, the miracles we’ve seen rank high on most lists.  Some of his 
teachings have raised all of our eyebrows.   
 
The disciples saw the miracles, too.  Did they ask Jesus to show them how to 
perform such miracles?  No.  Neither did they ask Jesus if they could do some of the 
teaching that Jesus was doing.  What they did ask Jesus, however, was to teach them 
how to pray.  Have you ever asked anyone to teach you how to pray?  Both Luke 
and Matthew note such a request of Jesus. 
 
We take for granted that most of the disciples had been to Hebrew school.  If they 
did, then they had learned to read synagogue prayers.  In other words, they already 
knew how to pray in public.  But the disciples noticed that Jesus’ approach to 
prayer was totally different from “synagogue prayers".   
 
They couldn’t help but notice that Jesus' times of prayer went beyond the one-sided 
conversation to which they were accustomed.  They saw Jesus sort of steal away 
early in the morning to pray.  Again and again, he would leave them to go off by 
himself…and they were sure he prayed when he did.  Perhaps what they noticed 
most of all was that often when he was off by himself praying, Jesus was silent...no 
voice or words were heard.   
 
They’d also noticed that Jesus didn't make a single move in his ministry without 
first spending quality time in prayer.  In watching Jesus, they began to sense a 
relational dimension to prayer…and for this, they had received no training.  So, 
they asked Jesus how to pray. 
 
I have forever loved The Message account of how Jesus started to teach them: “And 
when you come before God, don’t turn that into a theatrical production, either.  All 
these people making a regular show out of their prayers, hoping for stardom!  Do 
you think God sits in a box seat?" 
 
In Foster's book on prayer, he makes the case that prayer is the very key into the 
heart of God.  In Jesus' day, there were prescribed times for prayer during each 
day, and as well, prayers for every occasion.  Jesus suggested that it isn't the words, 
the day, the length of time or the number of times that mean anything.  Jesus 
suggested that God knows before we do, and much better than we do what we need.  
All we have to do is...talk and listen…that's praying! 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, teach me again how to pray.  Amen. 
 
Questions:  1.  On a scale of 1 to 10, describe the quality of your prayer life. 
         2.   What could change your approach to listening for God’s voice? 



Day Twenty-five        Saturday, March 13, 2021         Mark 5:30 
 
Thought:    With the arrival of Covid-19, life for all on Planet Earth has changed.  
Thousands have died, hundreds of thousands are sick, billions of dollars have been 
allotted to vaccine discovery, and blame for this and that has been thrown in every 
direction.  Many people have stopped looking at broadcast news programs.   
 
Why is the world so stressed?  Because everything we were doing, or looking 
forward to doing, has been interrupted.  Does any human being like to be 
interrupted?  You readily know the answer.  After all, I've breathed all of my life 
without interruption – now I have to wear a mask.  Many kids, if not most, can't 
wait to get to go to school, learn and have fun with others, and get “life” education, 
as well.  All of that has been interrupted by masks, distancing, and/or virtual 
learning.  Jobs and income have been interrupted.  Families and their many 
relationships have been interrupted.  Seeing your doctor has been interrupted. 
Buying food at a grocery store has been interrupted.  Money with which to buy food 
and pay rent has been interrupted.  A complete listing would fill this page. 
 
Now you know how Jesus spent his three years on Planet Earth.  A pandemic didn’t 
interrupt Jesus, but just people like you and me.  He began his ministry by spending 
some time alone with God.  While doing so, he was interrupted by the heart of Evil 
itself.  And not just for a day or a week.  This interruption spread over forty days!  
He wasn't able to do another thing than to wrestle with the Evil of the world.   
 
Then he decided to go to a family gathering.  It was to be an evening of fun and food 
and drinking good wine with the meal.  But his time with others was rudely 
interrupted – by his own mother – who knew he could solve their little problem. 
Then one day he was sitting on a hillside, teaching those who would listen.  A couple 
of kids sneaked away from their Moms and headed closer to where Jesus was 
talking.  It's always better to get closer, isn’t it?  So, Jesus stopped what he was 
talking about, grabbed them and pulled them up on his lap...interrupted?   Yes.  But 
what better way to have live illustrations for truth from God. 
    
Then one day, he was standing in the middle of a small crowd...people were close 
together, each one wanting to be next to Jesus...maybe even touch him!  Suddenly, 
he interrupted what he was saying and said loudly “Who touched me?”  His 
followers chided him…we're all close to you and touching you no matter what. 
But Jesus knew he was interrupted for another reason…someone needed physical 
help – healing, of some kind.  And so, he healed the woman who believed that if she 
could just touch the hem of his garment, it would make her better.  Jesus used the 
interruption to heal her and give a caring message to everyone there.  So next time 
you're interrupted, listen…then have a talk with God. 
       
Prayer:  Jesus, interrupt me when I'm struggling in our pandemic world. Amen. 
Questions:  1.  What parts of your life have been most interrupted? 
         2.  Have you moved closer to God during our pandemic walk? 



Day Twenty-six    Sunday, March 14, 2021           Luke 4:43 
 
Thought:   We live in a pandemic world that’s filled with words...do you believe 
everything you hear on the news?  News now comes at us fast and furious in a world 
filled with high-tech telecommunication systems.  Yes, even tiny little ones have their 
own cell phones!  One person said we are now able to communicate more and say 
less than any civilization in history!!!  How does God expect to be heard in today’s 
pandemic world?  God would tell us that Jesus, and all of his faithful followers ever 
since are God's voice in today's world.  God expects Christians to be the Voice of 
God now, just as Jesus was on those Galilean hills 2,000 years ago. 
 
Joyce Meyers tells her story: "While traveling through an airport in the USA 
recently, I noticed an older lady with a cane, struggling to place her belongings on 
the security screening belt.  The security agent was stern with her and although 
seeing her stressed and struggling, did nothing to help her.  I instinctively started 
grabbing her things and loading them onto the conveyer belt.  On the other side, I 
waited with her to help retrieve everything from the belt.  I will never forget how 
she looked at me and with a smile of relief said…’Thank you so much; your 
kindness compensated for that man’s unkindness’.  That lady put into words my 
deepest conviction about today’s church: the church is God's compensation factor 
for a hurting world.” (The Love Revolution) 
 
To compensate is to give back or reduce or balance out the bad effect of loss, 
suffering or injury by exerting an opposite force or effect.  In a pandemic world, 
even "church” has been interrupted.  Neither do we know how long the church of 
today will need to listen for God's calling in a post-pandemic era.   
 
The Jews of Jesus' day didn't know quite what to do with him.  Do we...today?  The 
Jews had several symbols that spoke of their God, the creator, the living God, 
coming to dwell in their midst, and to rescue and save them.  They believed the 
living God was present in the Law which he had given, to gather his people and 
guide them in the right way.  Jesus lived and taught as if he was the true Law, the 
true lawgiver, and the true gathering point of God's people. 
 
Christianity focuses (in the Gospels, and ever since!) on a young Jew telling stories 
about the kingdom of God, healing the sick, confronting the powerful, dying under 
the weight of the world’s pain, and rising again having defeated death itself.  
Today’s church no doubt needs to listen to the moans of a pandemic world, but as 
well, listen like never before to God telling us how to be God’s presence in the midst 
of such hurt and interruptions. 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, tell us how to be you in today's world.  Amen. 
 
Questions:  1.  What needs to change in how we "do" church? 
          2.   How can you be a "compensation factor” in a hurting world? 



Day Twenty-seven  Monday, March 15, 2021     Luke 8:24-25 
 
Thought: Wherever Jesus went, people talked about him.  Some said very good 
things.  Some said the opposite.  Some just shook their heads and pondered.  It 
wasn't long on his journey to Jerusalem that people began to talk not only about 
Jesus, but also about those who spent a lot of time with him.  We call twelve of them 
his disciples.  But there were a lot of other people who clung to his words, tried in 
their own way to live out some of his teachings.  They soon found out that they, too, 
could become “branded" as one of the followers of the Nazarene.  This went on all 
the way to the cross. 
 
As you reflect on your journey, recall what people have said either about you, or 
perhaps to you, because you are a Christian...a follower of the Nazarene.  Has 
anyone suggested that perhaps you are “peculiar” for what you believe, or for how 
you live your daily life?  We live in a land where there is still a great amount of 
freedom to believe what we want.  But for those who followed Jesus over the past 
two thousand years, it has often been the opposite.   
 
You’ve probably never heard of the Epistle to Diognetus, written late in the second 
century after Jesus' visit to earth.  In it, a writer attempted to put into words a 
description of what they considered to be peculiar Christians. "They dwell in their 
own countries, but only as aliens.  As citizens, they share in all things with others, 
and yet endure all things as foreigners.  Every foreign land is to them as their native 
land, and every land of their birth is as foreign land to them.  They marry as do all.  
They beget children, but they do not cast away their offspring.  They have a 
common table, but not a common bed.  They are ‘in the flesh', but they do not 'live 
according to the flesh'.  They pass their days upon the earth, but they are citizens of 
heaven.  They obey the prescribed laws, and at the same time surpass the laws by 
their own lives. They love all men, and are persecuted by all.  They are unknown 
and condemned; they are put to death, and restored to life.  They are poor, yet make 
many rich; they are lacking of all things, and yet they live in abundance of all; they 
are dishonored, and yet in their very dishonor they are glorified.  They are spoken 
evil of, and yet are justified; they are reviled, and bless; they are insulted and repay 
insult with honor; they do good, yet are punished as evil-doers.  When punished, 
they rejoice as if by it they are brought to life.” 
    
If you were to write a similar descriptor for today’s Christians, what would you 
include?  In our pandemic world, take the time to ponder what being a Christian 
means, looks like, and is perceived to be by today’s billions.  Needless to say, what 
might be written in our country would not be written in many other countries in 
today’s world.  As well, for some in today’s world, there is a significant “price tag" 
attached to being a follower of Jesus. 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, help me be worthy of the name "Christian”.  Amen. 
Questions: 1.  What new directions may we take as Jesus’ followers? 
        2.  Which person would you name as being most like Jesus today? 



Day Twenty-eight  Tuesday, March 16, 2021   Matthew 5:13-16 
 
Thought: So what are Christians (or the church) supposed to do in a pandemic 
world?  Jesus said, “Let me tell you why you are here.  You're here to be salt –
seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of this earth…and here's another way to 
put it: you're here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world".  So there 
you have your answer...salt…and light.  Most of us would agree that most food, 
without salt, isn’t very much worth eating.  I once had to reduce my salt intake for 
many months…and for those months, food was seemingly tasteless!  Salt not only 
makes many things taste good, but it’s a basic preservative, without which our 
eating habits would be radically changed.   
 
When Jesus then said, “You are the light of the world", his listeners were even more 
shocked.  Why?  The Rabbis at the time of Jesus always referred to God as the light 
of the world.  People blinked...shook their heads in disbelief when he said that.  
Jesus only used the "light of the world" one other time when he said, “I am the light 
of the world."  So Jesus described both himself and his disciples with the same 
metaphor.  Think back to when Jesus said this.  There was no such thing as 
"artificial light” thanks to the discovery of electricity and many other things. 
 
So in our pandemic world, we can be more salty, and give a brighter light.  That’s 
what the world needs today.  Penelope Duckworth told of a night flight from New 
York to the west coast.  She went to the lounge for some refreshments.  An older 
woman with an Eastern European accent asked if she could join her.  They talked 
about their families, and she had a son teaching in Boston and a daughter living on a 
kibbutz in Israel. 
  
Penelope assumed her new friend was Jewish, but the woman explained she was a 
Christian but had raised her daughter as a Jew.  This was her story: When the 
Nazis came to her village in Poland to round up the Jews for removal to the camps, 
no one really knew what was happening.  Yet everyone knew it was something 
dreadful.  The smell of death was in the air.  She was doing her weekly shopping 
near the train station when the Nazis arrived.  Gestapo officers were pushing Jewish 
villagers onto the trains, and one was pushing a woman who had a little girl with 
her.  He turned to the Jewish woman, and pointing to her daughter, roughly asked 
“Is this your child?"   
 
The child’s mother stopped, looked at Penelope's companion and said, "No, she's 
hers.”   "And so you took her daughter?”  Penelope asked.  “Yes,” she nodded.  
“What would you have done?”  We never know when God’s world will need salt 
and/or light where we live. But the pandemic world of today has lost much of it's 
“taste" for many, and for others, it’s darker than it was a year ago.   
 
Prayer:  Jesus, help me increase my saltiness and brighten my light.  Amen 
Questions:  1.  What might increase my saltiness? 
         2.  How can my light shine brighter? 



Day Twenty-nine     Wednesday, March 17, 2021      John 10:11 
 
Thought: You didn’t see it on your own newscast, but on a day in July, 2005, in 
Turkey, this was on the news:  "First one sheep jumped to its death. Then another, 
and another and then dozens more.  Having left their herds to graze while they ate 
breakfast, stunned Turkish shepherds then watched as nearly 1,500 other sheep 
leaped off the same cliff.  The first 450 died under the weight of those falling on 
them; the rest escaped, though badly shaken, and some with broken legs." 
 
Isn’t this what Jesus was talking about when he said: "I am the Good Shepherd. 
The Good Shepherd puts the sheep before himself, sacrifices himself if necessary.” 
Being a shepherd was hard work.  Most of us tend to want to sleep at night.  So did 
shepherds.  But if you wanted to truly care for your sheep, you didn't dare to sleep 
very much at night.  Wolves were the number one sheep-killers.  But there were 
other animals, and there were human thieves.  A good shepherd had to contend with 
keeping the sheep safely, and as well, get some sleep for himself. 
 
In Jesus’ day, the only "equipment" a shepherd had was a staff and what was called 
a rod.  Today, the staff is still a tool, but guns have replaced the rod.  In the 23rd 
Psalm, David said: "Your rod and staff comfort me."  On researching, I learned a 
rod could be smaller at the top for the hand to grip, but often the bottom had a 
heavy bulb-type shape, having been dug out of the ground.  They were not 
light…and were used in fighting animals or thieves.  So you always thought being a 
shepherd sort of had a "romantic" tinge to it?  Never.   
 
Sheep owners were always on their guard over their “hirelings".  Ever since ancient 
times there has been a common belief among sheep herd owners that shepherds 
would steal or eat their sheep if given a chance.  So, when Jesus said to the crowd 
that he was a good shepherd, he caught their attention.  Being a good shepherd is 
illustrated in a quote about a shepherd named Husein.  “Husein shouted that a 
storm was coming and they should move the flock back toward the tents.  The herd 
was then turned around and began moving quickly.  But the large brown ewe now 
seemed to be in labor and couldn't keep up.  So Husein had to run and slow the 
sheep in the front.  As they advanced, the ewe was having more difficulty moving.  
She would get up, move several feet, and fall exhausted to the earth….rest for a few 
minutes, and do it again.  As the lightning came closer, the ewe was giving birth.  
Husein jumped up and ran to assist the delivery, gently pulling the lamb from the 
womb. He gave it to the ewe to lick clean, then wrapped the lamb inside his own 
coat, keeping it warm as the cold rain began to hit them."  So, in the midst of our 
pandemic world struggles, how is the Good Shepherd caring for you? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, even when my world is turned upside down, I know I'm in 
    the hands of The Good Shepherd.  Amen. 
 
Questions:    1.  On a scale of 1 - 10, rate your feelings about our Good Shepherd. 
           2.  On a scale of 1 - 10, rate your role as a sheep following a Shepherd. 



Day Thirty  Thursday, March 18, 2021   John 11:41-43 
 
Thought:  When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray, he gave 
them plenty of suggestions.  Most of them are still usable 2,000 years later.  As he 
neared the end of his journey, he talked with God about praying as he stood at 
Lazarus' tomb.  "Father, I thank you for having heard me. I know that you always 
hear me.”   
 
Does God always hear our prayers?  If I pray for healing to come to a globe which 
has seen millions die from the pandemic, does God hear me?  Does God answer such 
a prayer?  Should we pray as Jesus did, and remove ourselves from others, set aside 
tasks, spend time alone with God?  Or can we pray just as well as we drive down the 
highway, within the speed limit, of course?   
 
Do we approach prayer like we go to the supermarket…with a list in hand, checking 
off each item?  Do we really believe that if we lose our car keys, God will help us 
find them?  Do we pray because God needs to hear from us...or because each 
moment of our prayer time is our confession that we believe God does exist, and is 
in love with human beings? 
 
How does God rate your prayer relationship with the God of the universe?  How do 
you rate your prayer relationship? Take a break on our walk to Jerusalem and 
ponder some questions. 
 

1. In the course of an average day, I am in some attitude of prayer 
approximately: 

______ hours  ______ minutes ______ seconds. 
 

2. In the course of an average week, attitudes and prayer experiences constitute  
about: ______ hours ______minutes. 

 
3. The greatest competitors to my spending more time in prayer are: (list) 

 
 

4. I pray: _____ regularly; _____ frequently; _____ once-in-a-while; 
_____ in spurts; _____ infrequently; _____ in crisis or serious trouble. 

 
5. Finding time to pray is: _____impossible; _____ not likely;  _____ wishful; 

                _____ possible; _____ a challenge worth pursuing. 
 
If we believe Jesus, God does hear our prayers, whether spoken, or lifted in silence.  
Even when we’ve lost the words or thoughts, God's Spirit "intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words” (Romans 8:26).   
 
Prayer:  Jesus, teach me how to pray…again.  Amen. 
No questions….just listen, and pray.   



Day Thirty-one         Friday, March 19, 2021      Matthew 6:6 
 
Thought: Jesus spent a lot of his time trying to help people gain a better 
understanding of the God of the universe.  Have you ever tried to describe the God 
you believe exists to someone else? I find it a most difficult thing to do…even for my 
own understanding. 
 
For instance, today’s verse not only tells us how to help others, it also tells us that 
God is working behind the scenes helping us out on a daily basis…and that 
apparently we don’t know anything about it at all!!!! 
 
A fellow named Robert Watkins told a story about driving down a Georgia 
highway.  He had a bit of an acquaintance with an elderly man and his grandson 
who lived along this road.  They lived in a “shack" and had a pittance of a pension. 
But they were known and appreciated by the people in the community. 
 
In order to have food to eat, they would gather soda pop bottles, turn them in and 
get the deposits.  Watkins had often seen them along the road but had never thought 
about helping them.  So one day, he prepared himself, stopped his car when he saw 
them, got out and offered them a six-pack of bottles.  The old man thanked him very 
much, but told him clearly that he wouldn't take them because he didn't want any 
charity! 
 
Chagrined, he got back in his car and started down the road.  Suddenly he had 
another idea.  Down went a window, and he started throwing the bottles out, one at 
a time as he drove down the road.  He knew the old man would soon find them, and 
most likely pick them up. 
 
He had been driving slowly, hoping to see the old man pick up one of the bottles.  
Instead, he saw in his rear-view mirror a flashing red light.  The Georgia Highway 
Patrol pulled him to a stop.  The cop gave him a stern lecture about littering.   
 
“Yes, it's true I was littering; but it’s for the old man."  They looked back down the 
road, and in the distance, there was the old man bending over to pick up one of the 
bottles.  The cop said: "Littering is littering – now move on, and no more littering." 
 
Watkins said: "Yes, sir.”  He got into his car, and waited for his chance to move into 
traffic, and he drifted slowly away.  But as he moved on, he looked into the mirror 
once more…and out of the police car he saw a couple of bottles floating and landing 
softly in the grass. His experience sounds almost as if it’s exactly the way Jesus said 
we are to help others, and God helps out behind the scene.  How is it with your 
helping? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, in my giving, help me to be more like You.  Amen. 
Question:    When was the last time God helped you, and it wasn’t until later that 

         you realized God had been involved?   



Day Thirty-two          Saturday, March 20, 2021           John 9:33 
 
Thought: Let’s begin today's walk by closing our eyes and keeping them closed 
for sixty seconds.  If you try to do that, of course the first question you will ask is 
how will you know when the minute is over?  If you're reading this, then you're not 
blind now.  And most likely, you’ve not been blind on your journey.  It is difficult to 
conceive what it would be like to live in total darkness for not just a day, or a year, 
but from the time you were born.   
 
Jesus walked past a man sitting along the road begging, having been blind from 
birth.  If he was a fairly young man of perhaps 30 years of age, he would have been 
blind for over ten thousand days!  We cannot begin to imagine a journey such as 
that. 
 
Jesus touched his face, his eyes, his life.  He spit in the dirt, made a clay paste of it, 
and put it on the man’s eyes.  He then told him to go to the Pool of Siloam.  How 
could a man who couldn’t see find his way an unknown distance to this pool?  
Someone helped him.  Not only did Jesus touch his life, someone else did.   
 
So the fellow got to the pool, washed his eyes clean, and suddenly he was able to 
see…for the first time in his life.  People couldn't believe what they were seeing.  But 
the good old Pharisees had a hard time with what they heard, as well as what they 
were seeing.  They didn't believe him and called his Mom and Dad to get some 
answers.  But they were afraid and told them to talk to the man himself.  Which 
they did a second time.   
 
This time, the "blind" man really put it to them, suggesting that whoever had done 
this to him had to be "from God".  Then he asked them if they wanted to become his 
disciples.  That really made them mad, and they kicked him out.  And that's when 
he finally found out who Jesus really was.  His final words were: "Lord, I believe." 
 
In reality, Jesus invested his three years on earth in touching lives.  He touched 
lepers.  He touched little kids.  He touched Pharisees.  He touched blind people.  He 
touched poor people.  He touched rich folks.  He touched outcasts from society.  He 
touched the Scribes in the Temple.  He touched the tables of the moneychangers.  He 
touched unclean spirits.  He touched the dead.  He touched the demon possessed. 
He touched hungry people and gave them food.  He touched the storms on the lake. 
 
Please note he built no church buildings during his journey.  Jesus was all about 
touching lives, wherever they were.  Whenever he touched a life, as the four Gospels 
tell us so clearly, he pointed her/him to a living, loving, creating and forgiving God. 
Will you be like Jesus, and find a life to touch today? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, on our pandemic journeys, touch our lives once again. Amen. 
Questions:  1. Are there new ways we can touch lives in our pandemic world? 
         2.  How do you think the blind man felt…after he met Jesus twice? 



Day Thirty-three Sunday, March 21, 2021   John 11:43-44 
 
Thought:        We're only a week away from Jerusalem now.  Tension is growing 
everywhere.  Why?  Because there's a guy living in town who was dead.  The chief 
priests, Pharisees and Sadducees had kept up a running battle with Jesus.  Feeding 
a bunch of people on a hillside surprised many, but once it was over and people 
were again hungry, other concerns took over the agenda.  Healing a blind man was 
hard to explain, but it wasn’t something to be overly worried about.   
 
But during his last month on earth, Jesus said to a fellow dead and buried in a tomb 
“Lazarus, come out”…and he did!  So, who is this fellow named Jesus?  And who is 
the God of the Universe?  As you read this in 2021, just who is Jesus?  Is there a 
God of the Universe?  Have our perceptions of God and Jesus been challenged or 
changed now that we are a pandemic world? 
 
Frederick Buechner tried to put into words some of the vast differences between the 
wisdom of the world in which we live, and wisdom given to us through Jesus: 
 
“If the world is sane, then Jesus is mad as a hatter and the Last Supper is the Mad 
Tea Party.  The world says:  Mind your own business, and Jesus says there is no 
such thing as your own business.  The world says: Follow the wisest course and be a 
success…and Jesus says, Follow me and be crucified.  The world says: Drive 
carefully – the life you save may be your own – and Jesus says, Whoever would save 
his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. The world says: 
Law and order, and Jesus says, Love.  The world says: Get, and Jesus says, Give. 
Jesus is crazy as a coot and anybody who thinks he can follow him without being a 
little crazy too is laboring less under the cross than under a delusion.  ‘We are fools 
for Christ's sake', Paul says.  Faith says – the faith that ultimately the foolishness of 
God is wiser than the wisdom of men, the lunacy of Jesus saner than the grim sanity 
of the world."   
 
Now when the very dead Lazarus began to show "life" movement, who among those 
watching were the most shocked?  His sisters?  Yes, they were shocked.  And if his 
parents might have been there, there would have been, too.  Other onlookers?  
Shaken…yes!  But my hunch is that the most shocked were the disciples who were 
present.  Raising Lazarus from the dead changed the price tag on being a disciple. 
The other miracles were amazing to see, even hard to believe, at times.  But this 
miracle broke through the human barrier called death…and only God could 
possibly do such a thing.  So, Jesus is really who he said?  "I and the Father are 
one", they had heard him say.  So much for saying he was just a great teacher.  So 
much for saying he helped a lot of people.  This act was beyond teaching, beyond 
helping – it was work that only the Messiah could do… which meant that he was, 
indeed, Lord of all the world!  How do you describe Jesus today? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, we stand in awe of who you really are – God.  Amen. 
Question:  For your own self, explain the raising of Lazarus from the dead. 



Day Thirty-four Monday, March 22, 2021         John 17:20 
 
Thought:   How has your pandemic journey affected your prayer life?  Do you 
pray the same way today that you did before early last year?  Do you pray in more 
detail...such as asking for individuals in your family, or of your acquaintance? 
As well, who is praying for you today?  Who else is lifting up to God your own 
pandemic journey?  Who is “making a case" before God for your daily journey, 
your hopes, your fears?  Who is praying that you will not get Covid 19?  Have you 
prayed that prayer?  Has anyone else prayed that prayer for you?   
 
As Jesus was nearing Jerusalem, more and more of his thoughts focused on what lay 
ahead of him – crucifixion!  Try to imagine what you would be thinking if you knew 
that kind of death awaited you?  Jesus didn't have a moment alone unless he 
somehow isolated himself.  People wanted to be healed.  Some people wanted to hear 
more of what he had been saying.  People still wondered about them being 
dominated by Rome.  People were hungry.  People were dying.  People were fearful.  
People were frustrated.  People were anxious.  
 
Does it sound a bit like today?  You probably haven't read Jesus’ prayer found in 
John 17 of late.  Very often?  Never?  This is what Jesus said for our pandemic 
journey today: “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who 
will believe in me through their word” (v. 20).   Some biblical scholars refer to John 
17 as Jesus’ “high priestly prayer”.  It implies the image of Jesus interceding with 
God on behalf of the community as did the high priest of Israel.  However, there's 
one big difference.  The high priest prepared sacrificial offerings.  In John's 
account, Jesus himself was to become the sacrificial offering. 
 
Jesus words calmed the stormy sea.  His words caused leprosy to disappear.  He 
helped the blind to see, in one case for the first time in his life.  Then, and today, 
Jesus prays for us by name, “…so that the love with which you have loved me may 
be in them. . . and I in them.” (v 26). For most of us, it’s a good feeling when things 
are rough to know that someone (that I can name!) is praying for me.  But rarely do 
we ever include the name of Jesus as one of our prayer partners. 
 
Many years ago, I shared with you the fact that when I had gone to college, on a 
holiday home I had a routine physical exam.  After I had gone back to school, word 
came that I had a disease that would take my life in less than six months.  I had to go 
home immediately.  But I didn’t go.  I asked Andy (he worked in the kitchen!) to 
pray for me…which he said he did.  When I did get home again, and had another 
test, the disease was almost gone.  Many years later, I'm so thankful that Andy – 
and Jesus – each prayed for me...and I was completely healed!  Don't forget Jesus is 
your prayer partner! 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, thank you for talking to God about my journey.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  Can you envision Jesus as your own prayer partner? 
         2.  About what will you ask Jesus to pray for you?     



Day Thirty-five      Tuesday, March 23, 2021   Luke 11:37-38 
 
Thought:        In 2021, as you look around you, and then look around the world, 
just who is Jesus Christ?  If you ask around, you will get a huge assortment of 
observations.  In his book Jesus With Dirty Feet, Don Everts wrote: "He was nothing 
like anyone had ever seen.  There was something so clear and beautiful and true and 
unique and powerful about Jesus that old rabbis would marvel at his teaching, 
young children would run and sit on his lap, ashamed prostitutes would find 
themselves weeping at his feet, whole villages would gather to hear him speak, 
experts in the law would find themselves speechless, and people from the poor to the 
rugged working class to the unbelievably wealthy would leave everything to follow 
him.”  Does Everts describe your Jesus?   
 
There’s something else about Jesus that paved the way for what was going to 
happen the next week.  When Jesus spoke, those listening quickly split into two 
groups – those who wanted to hear more of what he was saying – and those who 
wanted to run him out of town!  The latter group was led by the Pharisees.  The 
Pharisees of Jesus' day saw themselves as righteous and pure – far above the rest of 
the people.   
 
From his earliest days, Jesus began his teaching with the words "But I say…".  
These were three disturbing or unnerving words which basically meant "Pay 
attention!  What's coming next will leave your head spinning and your heart 
trembling.  I'm about to turn your world upside down and give you a reality check." 
His Sermon on the Mount was filled with such “life messages".   
 

• You have heard it was said to those of ancient times: "You shall not 
murder.”  But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you 
will be liable for judgment.   

• You have heard that it was said: “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.”  
But I say to you, don't hit back at all. 

• You have heard it was said: "You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.” 

• But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” 
 
These, and many more were offered by Jesus to his listeners.  People went to see 
Jesus hoping that he offered a better way of life…hope...help...peace...love... 
security...freedom...food...respect...and more hope.  If he had simply affirmed how 
people already lived and believed, there would have been nothing new for them.  
Most thought that the "coming Messiah" would bring political and social revolution 
by force.  Instead, Jesus suggested that the world had to be changed from inside out. 
Who is your Jesus today?  Does your world want that Jesus? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, help me catch a new vision of who you really are today.  Amen. 
Question:  Write down words that describe who Jesus is to you today. 



Day Thirty-six  Wednesday, March 24, 2021 Matthew 18:21-22 
 
Thought:    What do you suppose was the focus of Jesus' thinking with 
Jerusalem only a few days down the road?  Obviously, death by crucifixion had to 
be a heavy mental and emotional burden from which he knew he would not escape.  
Another burden he carried which is rarely talked about was asking himself how he 
could forgive all who were involved, which eventually included his own disciples – as 
well as you and I who arrived on the scene 2,000 years later.   
 
How much forgiving have you done on your journey?  Once or twice?  Never at all?  
Forgiving is tied together with your definitions of love and caring.  These are the key 
ingredients.  They were part of Jesus' thinking as he approached Jerusalem. 
 
On July 12, 1986, Steven McDonald, a twenty-nine year-old police officer on patrol 
in Central Park (New York City) stopped to question three teenagers about a recent 
bicycle theft.  The oldest, a fifteen-year-old, took out a gun and shot him in the head, 
neck and arm.  He was rushed to a hospital, where surgeons told his wife he would 
be paralyzed from the neck down for the rest of his life.   
 
At that moment his wife, Patti Ann, was three months pregnant.  “A week after I 
was shot, the media asked to speak to my wife.  Though still in shock, Patti Ann 
bravely told everybody that she would trust God to do what was best for her family.  
That set the tone not only for my recovery, but also for the rest of our lives.” 
 
McDonald spent the next eighteen months in a hospital.  Six months after the 
shooting, Patti Ann gave birth to their son, Conor.  At Conor's baptism, McDonald 
publicly forgave Sharod Jones, the teen who shot him.  “I wanted to free myself of 
all the negative, destructive emotions that this act of violence awoke in me – the 
anger, the bitterness, the hatred.  I needed to free myself of those so I could be free 
to love my wife and our child and those around us.  I often tell people that the only 
thing worse than a bullet in my spine would have been to nurture revenge in my 
heart.  Such an attitude would have extended my tragic injury into my soul, hurting 
my wife, son and others even more.  It is bad enough that the physical effects are 
permanent, but at least I can choose to prevent spiritual injury.” 
 
Several years later, Jones called the McDonalds from prison and apologized.  
McDonald hoped that someday they could travel the country together and share the 
story of the terrible day that changed the course of both their lives.  Forgiveness and 
restoration would be the heart of their story.  In 1995, Jones was released from 
prison.  Three days later, he died in a motorcycle accident.  Years later, McDonald 
said: "It was hard to do, but I've never regretted forgiving Sharod."  Jesus' walk 
was about forgiving...as well as dying.  Whom do you need to forgive? 
 
Prayer:  Thank you for forgiving us well beyond seventy times seven.  Amen. 
Question:  1.  Recall a time when someone forgave you.     
        2.   Recall a time when you forgave someone.   



Day Thirty-seven    Thursday, March 25, 2021     Matthew 24:2 
 
Thought: One day as their journey to Jerusalem was nearing its end, the 
disciples spoke with great admiration for the temple Herod had built.  Jesus’ 
response was: "I tell you the truth, not one stone in the temple will be left on 
another – every one will be thrown down.”  Many of the Jews of Jesus’ day made 
daily prayers to God to rescue them, just as generations before had prayed for God 
to rescue them from Egypt.  Talk about a "messiah” was part of many 
conversations.  Jesus caught their rapt attention as he performed hundreds and 
hundreds of miracles.  But Jesus ended up being crucified – so they kept looking for 
another.  For the next fifteen years, there were small pockets of resistance here and 
there; but Rome rather quickly ended each effort.  At the same time, small bands 
continued to attack and kill the wealthy of the day.   
 
By mid-century, however, two groups began to surface and actually lay the 
foundation for a rebellion.  The Sicarii began to operate in the early 50’s.  They 
were named for the short daggers they hid beneath their cloaks. They would slip 
into a crowd of people, stab someone who would fall, and they then slipped away 
totally undetected.  As they grew bolder, they then killed the High Priest, Jonathan, 
by slitting his throat.  Historians tell us that “many were murdered every day".   
With each passing day, they grew even more bold, and openly talked about a 
rebellion. 
 
 The second group was known as the Zealots.  Historian Josephus called them the 
"crazy men", led by Eleazar.  Many in this grouping were the same ones who had 
once lived in caves high up in the hills.  They slowly came together to fight the 
Romans and bring freedom to the Jews.   
 
Rome played a major part in what became the rebellion and then open warfare.  At 
the time of the great fire in Rome, Nero was busily engaged elsewhere, and he 
allowed Gessius Florus to become the last governor before the rebellion.  He was 
totally corrupt and brutal is his treatment of all people.  He actually hoped that a 
Jewish rebellion would cover some of his own crimes in Judea.  Roman historian 
Tacitus observed: “Jewish patience persisted until Gessius Florus became 
procurator."   
 
For several years, the Jews won some unexpected victories over the Romans.  But 
then Commander Vespasian landed in Galilee with three legions and began a slow 
move to Jerusalem.  He was called back to Rome and his son, Titus, was appointed 
as leader.  Jerusalem was surrounded for many months.  The people inside fought 
with each other, as well as eventually dying of starvation.  Finally, the city fell, and 
Titus ordered the Temple to be spared.  But a soldier threw a firebrand into the 
temple, and it was burned first, then literally torn down stone by stone.  Thirty-
seven years after Jesus made the prediction, his words became history.   
 
Prayer:  Jesus, help us listen to all you said – and say “Amen”. 



Day Thirty-eight Friday, March 26, 2021        John 15:13 
 
Thought:  On his way to Jerusalem, one day Jesus said: "Greater love has no 
one, than he/she lay down his/her life for his/her friends."  In our language today, 
the word love carries all kinds of meanings.  In Jesus' day, there were four different 
Greek words for “love", and each told you clearly what you meant by the word you 
used.   
 
The Greek word eros described romantic love, physical desire, intimacy.  Jesus 
didn't use the word eros to communicate what he meant by ‘greater love.’   Another 
Greek word for love was philia, which meant brotherly/sisterly love or just good old-
fashioned friendship.  It implied an affectionate regard for friends, family, 
community, church family or neighbors.  A third Greek word was storge that zeroed 
in on love for one’s family or country...or even a sports team of which you might be 
a member.   
 
But Jesus didn’t use any of these words in his reference to "greater love".  Instead, 
he used the word agape, which means unconditional, self-sacrificial love.  It meant 
God’s unconditional love for humankind and humankind’s love for a loving God.   
When was the last time you heard of agape love in the news?  Last October, a news 
story came close to describing it.  A young man in his thirties, married with a young 
daughter, became ill.  At first the diagnosis was Covid-19 virus.  However, after 
several weeks of testing and struggling for answers, the doctors began to be 
suspicious that he had an entirely different disease.  After weeks of testing, he was 
told by the doctors that he had a rare cancer, for which there was no treatment.  
Basically, he was told there was nothing left to do but die. 
 
He and his wife wrestled with each day's news as we can readily imagine.  But when 
the final word was given, he was totally broken over the fact he would never be able 
to take care of his wife and daughter.  He was young, had few accumulated 
resources – what would his wife do?  He decided that, even if he was dying, he was 
going to continue to care for his wife and daughter.  Keeping it completely hidden 
from his family, he set up a GoFundMe page online.  He told his story of what had 
happened, and what was ahead for his wife and daughter.  He loved them – would 
they help them?   
 
As death finally brought his last breath, over $400,000 was committed to care for 
the family.  His love was further revealed in the fact he never told his wife what he 
was doing, and it was a secret almost to the end of their time together.  This is agape 
love…the same word used in the best-known verse in the New Testament:  "God 
loved the world in the following manner – he gave his only and beloved Son so that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but shall have everlasting life."   This was 
Jesus’ kind of love as he approached Jerusalem.  How do you love today? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, may my love for you be agape love.  Amen. 
Question:  When do you show agape love to God or others? 



Day Thirty-nine  Saturday, March 27, 2021         Psalm 136 
 
Thought: Please read my “pandemic psalm” – inspired by Psalm 136: 
 
1.  We are in the 19th pandemic – global! – since Jesus visited earth. 
 God's love never quits. 
2.  Close to five billion people deny the existence of such a God. 
            God's love never quits. 
3.  Living as a human race has drastically changed. 
  God’s love never quits. 
4.  Our over-heated planet holds more discomfort for humanity yet to come. 
  God’s love never quits. 
5. Life’s expectations have changed radically, and will continue to change. 

 God's love never quits. 
6.  Breathing and speaking through a mask was never God's plan. 
 God’s love never quits. 
7.  A loved family member has died – alone; I couldn't be with them. 
 God’s love never quits. 
8.  Millions of people have lost their jobs, homes, money for food. 
 God’s love never quits. 
9.  There is unrest in every "corner" of the globe. 
 God’s love never quits. 
10. Everyone's normal life flow has been interrupted. 
 God’s love never quits. 
11. It’s too unhealthy to sing hymns together in our churches anymore. 
 God’s love never quits. 
12. Families are unwise to gather for all kinds of occasions as in the past. 
 God's love never quits. 
13. For a long time, toilet paper couldn’t even be found. 
 God’s love never quits. 
14. Having only an online life leaves much to be desired. 
 God's love never quits. 
15. Untruths and lies are found in media around the world. 
 God’s love never quits. 
16. It is now agreed the human life span will never go much beyond 90 – 100. 
 God's love never quits. 
17. Attending a worship service online leaves plenty to be desired for most. 
 God’s love never quits. 
18. There is much talk about a vaccine – which never seems to be realized. 
 God’s love never quits. 
19. Listening to the news these days is almost as upsetting as Covid-19 can be. 
 God’s love never quits. 
 
As Jesus approached Jerusalem, all of the above, and all of human history was 
resting on his shoulders.  He loved it all with AGAPE love, which meant there would 
have to be a cross.  Ponder his walk and love.  Ponder your walk with Him.   



Day Forty             Sunday, March 28, 2021      John 14:1, 11 
 
Thought: The streets were crowded that Sunday morning.  Why were there so 
many people?  According to the book of Exodus, the Hebrew slaves prepared for 
their escape from Pharaoh's totalitarian regime as they sat to eat their first Passover 
meal.  It was during this hastily eaten family supper they anticipated Israel’s release 
from Egyptian bondage.  By the time Jesus arrived, Rome was the dominating 
system – they were slaves again, even if the circumstances were somewhat different.  
The Roman soldiers looking at the crowds as Jesus rode into Jerusalem reminded 
everyone that God needed to free them from bondage again. 
 
When in ancient Egypt, they had seen palm branches carried in funeral processions. 
They represented eternal life.  In the Roman Empire, the palm branch was a symbol 
of triumph and victory.  The Roman soldiers were edgy at such a thought.  The 
disciples still didn’t have any understanding of what was happening.  And as Jesus 
rode into Jerusalem, he looked at the disciples walking along with him, and thought 
to himself – “You still don’t understand what is really happening, or is yet to 
happen today." 
 
The disciples were still trying to figure out how a human being could be from God – 
or even be God!  How could such a thing possibly happen?  No Muslim would ever 
imagine Mohammed claiming to be Allah...nor would a Jew believe him if Moses 
claimed to be Yahweh.  Jesus was different – but it was hard to explain.  For most, 
it's still hard to explain today.   
 
Consider Scott Peck's portrayal of Jesus in its honest reality: "I was absolutely 
thunderstruck by the extraordinary reality of the man I found in the Gospels.  I 
discovered a man who was almost continually frustrated.  His frustration leaps out 
of virtually every page.  ‘What do I have to say to you? How many times do I have 
to say it?  What do I have to do to get through to you?' I also discovered a man who 
was frequently sad and sometimes depressed, frequently anxious and scared...A 
man who was terribly lonely, yet often desperately needed to be alone.  I discovered 
a man so incredibly real that no one could have made Him up.” 
 
So, who is the man riding on the donkey?  "It occurred to me that if the Gospel 
writers had been into PR as we know it today, they would have created the kind of 
Jesus three quarters of Christians still seem to be trying to create...portrayed with a 
sweet and unending smile on His face, patting little children on the head, and just 
strolling around the earth, doing whatever he wanted to do.  But the Jesus of the 
Gospels – who some suggest is the best-kept secret of Christianity – did not have 
much 'peace of mind’.”  No, he was a man with a mission -- a deadly, costly 
mission…and the worst was yet to come as he rode into Jerusalem that Sunday. 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, as we pause, help us understand more deeply our price tags.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  Where would you have been standing as Jesus rode into Jerusalem? 
         2.  What meaning does his ride have for our pandemic world today? 



Day Forty-one          Monday, March 29, 2021            John 3:16 
 
Thought: Yesterday (Palm Sunday), for many around the world, was the 
beginning of what is called Holy Week.  In our pandemic-minded age and country, 
how many times did you read or use the term?  Have two thousand years, and ever-
changing methods of communication negated any significant meaning for the term, 
or for the event? 
 
In the 4th century A.D., a nun from Spain, Egeria, set out on a trip to Egypt and 
Palestine to see the land itself, and to spend time with Christians of her day as they 
followed the footsteps of Jesus.  In Jerusalem, Christians had the added witness of 
geography to augment their worship journey.  Christians were intent on tracing the 
very footsteps of Jesus. 
 
The purpose for a Christian to visit Jerusalem was Golgatha. In her day, they 
worshipped in the church complex sponsored by Emperor Constantine, and 
supervised by his mother, Helena.  Christians fasted during Lent in order to 
prepare spiritually for Easter.  On Palm Sunday, Christians proceeded from the Mt. 
of Olives to the city.  Egeria described it: “All the children who are present here, 
including those who are not yet able to walk because they are too young and are 
carried on their parents’ shoulders, all of them bear branches, some carrying palms, 
and others, olive branches.”   
 
Services continued each day, morning through the evening hours.  On Maundy 
Thursday, people gathered at Gethsemane to remember the Last Supper and Judas 
Iscariot's betrayal.  On Good Friday, believers approached individually to kneel 
before and kiss the wooden remains of the True Cross.  Deacons were in place to 
guard the precious relic of Christ’s death after one eager worshiper had tried to bite 
off and steal a piece of the wood.  What do they do for those three hours on Friday 
afternoon?  “There is no one, young or old, who does not sob and cry more than can 
be imagined for the whole three hours because Jesus suffered all of this for us." 
Prayers and Scripture reading continued through the day Saturday and concluded 
at Midnight.  Easter Sunday morning, those who had professed faith in a risen 
Saviour were baptized.  Easter Sunday became a day of celebration in the risen 
Christ! 
 
The accounts described above took place about 1,600 years ago!!!  Their Holy Week 
was certainly different from what most of us experience today.  In our hurry-up, 
running around world, is there time – or reason – for us to pause and ponder the 
mystery of God's Agape love?  Or is humanity more and more convinced that it is 
we who are in charge, and that with our brains and creative power we really don’t 
need to spend our time reflecting on a God who came, and died on a cross? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, forgive me for always running…help me pause, and reflect.  Amen. 
Questions:  1.  What is most meaningful to you in Holy Week? 
         2.  What might Jesus have been thinking on that Holy Week Monday? 



Day Forty-two       Tuesday, March 30, 2021       Mark 12:29-31 
 
Thought:      As I write today, I have no idea what our pandemic world will look 
like next year.  But I do know what God thinks are the most important things we 
should be doing.  Jesus said we should love God with our heart, soul, mind and 
strength.  Co-equal with that, we are to love our neighbors – as we love ourselves! 
 
Loving God is different for every being on the planet.  So, too, is loving one’s 
neighbor…and in a world of cellphones and telecommunications, we have far more 
neighbors than they had in Jesus' day.  But that's not all.  Jesus said we are to love 
ourselves.   
 
Have you ever looked in a mirror and said to yourself "I love you"?  If not, why 
not?  With all the isolation the pandemic has brought our way, I've heard more than 
one person suggest they are "tired” of themselves, tired of not being able to be with 
other people, frustrated at the lack of meaningful in-person relationships.   
 
Then there’s that neighbor Jesus was talking about.  Do you know your neighbors at 
all?  If so, have you decided whether you love them?  What would be on your list if 
you were to show it to Jesus? 
 
Jesus was tough to listen to, needless to say.  He started all of this by saying we were 
to love God – he said God was his Father!  As he now walked in Jerusalem for the 
last time as a human being, his greatest agony was knowing the cross would 
separate him from his Father...because of our sinning, not his!  So, have you ever, 
with eyes tightly closed, said to the God of the Universe – "I love you, God”?  Or 
have you ever looked up at a beautiful, clear blue sky and said – "I love you, God"?  
Or in the midst of a fierce storm have you ever shivered and said – "I love you, 
God?"  
 
C. S. Lewis made an attempt to describe God's love for us.  “God, who needs 
nothing, loves into existence wholly superfluous creatures in order that He may love 
and perfect them.  He creates the universe, already foreseeing . . . the buzzing cloud 
of flies about the cross, the flayed back against the uneven stake, the nails driven 
through the mesial nerves, the repeated incipient suffocation as the body droops, the 
repeated torture of back and arms as it is time after time, for breath's sake, hitched 
up.  If I may dare the biological image, God is a 'host' who deliberately creates His 
own parasites; causes us to be that we may exploit and ‘take advantage’ of Him.  
Herein is love.  This is the diagram of Love Himself, the inventor of all loves." 
 
Two days from the cross, pause and ponder your love for God, your neighbor and 
yourself.   
  
Prayer:  Jesus, I love you.  Amen. 
Questions:  1. How do you rate yourself in loving your neighbor? 
         2.  How do you rate yourself in loving yourself? 



Day Forty-three      Wednesday, March 31, 2021       Mark 14:3 
 
Thought: Jesus and his disciples moved closer to Jerusalem where they would 
celebrate the Jewish feasts of Passover and Unleavened Bread.  While visiting 
Lazarus and his sisters, Martha and Mary, they were invited to eat in the home of a 
man in Bethany.  Mark calls him "Simon, the leper", and Luke said he was a 
Pharisee.  Lazarus attended as a guest, and Martha helped serve but Mary hadn't 
been invited.  The Pharisee, who would have been shunned in the temple as 
"unclean”, didn’t approve of Mary because of her sin-stained past. 
 
No doubt Jesus enjoyed the meal and engaged Simon and his Pharisee-friends in 
interesting conversation.  Unnoticed, Mary slipped into the house, and suddenly was 
standing near Jesus’ head where she opened an alabaster jar of expensive perfume 
and anointed his head.  Why did she do this?  No one told us.  Perhaps she was 
showing her thanks for her salvation from a life of sin?  Or, perhaps, did she 
somehow know where Jesus was headed?  Then she moved to his feet and broke the 
box and emptied it in a lavish gesture of worship.  She cried over his feet and wiped 
them dry with her hair.  The aroma filled the room.  No one said a word. 
 
Luke tells us that Simon finally said something: "If this man were a prophet he 
would know who and what sort of person this woman is…that she is a sinner."   
But John tells us another spoke…Judas.  “Why was this perfume not sold for three 
hundred denarii (300 days wages!) and given to poor people?"   
 
Later in his life, John talked about Judas, their trusted treasurer.  Apparently, he 
had been embezzling the group's funds for some time.  Some writers suggest that 
Judas’ double-life was of only a few months duration.  Others suggest it could have 
been there from the beginning, and the longer Jesus didn't take on the Roman 
occupiers, the more disappointed he became, and this was the proverbial "straw". 
 
Jesus first took on Simon and his complaint with a parable.  Then he addressed the 
twelve disciples – not just Judas.  He suggested they were most incorrect for their 
shortsighted response to Mary's spontaneous and extravagant worship.  But Judas 
no doubt took the sting of Jesus' words more keenly...partly because he was the one 
who spoke, and partly because he had been rebelling inwardly for quite some time. 
 
Soon after the banquet, perhaps even before midnight, the resentment and 
disappointment of Judas turned into betrayal for Jesus from one of his trusted 
followers of three years.  "Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the 
chief priests and said: ‘What are you willing to give me to betray him to you?’  And 
they weighed out thirty pieces of silver and gave them to Judas" (Matt 26:14-15). 
One could say it was a sad finish to what started out as an enjoyable meal.  The 
week would get worse – much worse! 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, help us know how to thank you – if we don't have an alabaster box.    
Question:   What do you really think about what Mary did? …what Judas did? 



Day Forty-four     Thursday, April 1, 2021     Matthew 26:26-29 
 
Thought: As their evening meal began to draw to a conclusion, Judas was 
revealed as the betrayer – and he left the meal at that point.  Then the remaining 
disciples began to argue who was going to do what in the new Kingdom that Jesus 
talked about.  This led Peter to tell Jesus that he would never not be a faithful 
follower.  That’s when Peter learned he would deny his relationship with Jesus three 
times before early morning. 
 
With that, they left the Upper Room, and made their way to a familiar retreat area, 
a private garden called Gethsemane on the Mt. of Olives, just across the Kidron 
Valley from Jerusalem.  Please remember they were in the dark – there were no 
"lights" as we know lighting today. As they walked deeper into the garden, Jesus 
asked the disciples to pray for him.  Then he asked Peter, James and John to come 
farther into the dark garden and told them his soul was deeply grieved – even to the 
point of death.  Would they watch and pray with him?  Then Jesus moved further 
into the darkness of the garden – searching deeply for the full meaning of agape 
love.   
 
There were three times of prayer.  At the end of each time, he went to the 
disciples…but they were sleeping – not praying!  Obviously, we don’t know what 
Jesus said as he talked with God...nor do we know what God said to him.  But it had 
to be agonizing for Jesus to contemplate what he well knew was ahead of him if he 
followed through. 
 
We’ve been "walking" with Jesus for forty-four days now.  Perhaps the time has 
come for us to pray – not sleep or play with our cellphones – with Jesus.  Here are 
three prayer sessions for you to consider. 
 
1.  Pray for billions around the world who have no idea that God loves them, and 
 came in the person of Jesus to redeem anyone who would say "yes” to 
 agape love. 
 
2.  Pray for the thousands upon thousands of people who are on the “front lines” 
 in our pandemic world. Plead with God to help them, at whatever stage  
 the world may be in when you read this. 
 
3.  Everywhere Jesus went, he touched lives – morning – noon – and night. It  
 never ceased.  Pause and mentally make a list of every life you touch – 
 whenever.  Then pray for the "touchings" – first, for yourself, the 
 “toucher", and those with whom you interact – the touched. 
 
Pause, and get ready for the worst – and best – Friday in the history of the world.   
 
 



Day Forty-five     Friday, April 2, 2021         John 19:30 
 
Thought: There are no words with which to fully describe the end of one's life 
by crucifixion.  The Romans used two methods to attach a victim to a cross.  They 
could use ropes to tie one’s hands and feet to the cross pieces….or they could use 
nails.  If rope was used, death would be much longer to arrive.   If nails were used – 
they were five inches long, and three-eighths square – death would come more 
quickly due to continuous bleeding. 
 
James Bishop combined science, historical information and his own imagination to 
describe what Jesus' experience must have been like.  "His arms were now in a V 
position, and Jesus became conscious of two unendurable circumstances: the first 
was that the pain in his wrists was beyond bearing, and that muscle cramps knotted 
his forearms and upper arms and the pads of his shoulders; the second was that his 
pectoral muscles at the sides of his chest were momentarily paralyzed. This induced 
in him an involuntary panic; for he found that he could draw air into his lungs, but 
he was powerless to exhale. 
 
At once, Jesus raised himself on his bleeding feet.  As the weight of his body came 
down on the insteps, the single nail pressed hard against the top of the wound.  
Slowly, steadily, Jesus was forced to raise himself higher and higher until, for the 
moment, his head hid the sign which told of his crime.  When his shoulders were on 
a level with his hands, breathing was rapid and easier.  Like the other two, he fought 
the pain in his feet in order to breathe rapidly for a few moments.  Then, unable to 
bear the pain below, which cramped legs and thighs, he let his torso sag lower and 
lower, and his knees projected a little at a time until, with a deep sigh, he felt himself 
to be hanging by his wrists.  This process was repeated again and again." 
 
It was a horrible day.  We have no real understanding of the agony of dying on a 
cross as Jesus did. During the three hours on the cross, he spoke several times.  He 
ended his journey to and on the cross with one word – Tetelestai! 
 
In order to say it, he had to tilt his head back, pull up one last time to draw a deep 
breath, and shout out the word.  The word is from the Greek, and almost everyone 
present would have understood what it meant.  It was an accounting term.  
Archeologists have found papyrus tax receipts with “Tetelestai” written across them 
– meaning "paid in full".  With Jesus' last breath on the cross, Jesus declared the 
debt of sin canceled – completely satisfied.  Neither you nor I could ever pay the 
"bill" of sin in the sight and presence of God.  But Jesus could – and did – that's 
what agape love is all about. 
 
If you have time to sit and think quietly, reflect on all that happened that afternoon. 
Then say – out loud! – to God:  Tetelestai!  Then give thanks to the God of the 
Universe for the gift of new life.   
 
 



Day Forty-six                                  Saturday, April 3, 2021 
 
Silent Saturday – that's what it's called. 
 
As I pondered what, if anything, to write for this day, I got my message from my 
walk and climb up Beaver Hill (a one-lane dirt road which snakes its way up). 
 
It was a normal morning.  Silence.  No cars.  No walkers.  No bicyclists.  No animals. 
 
At my turning-around point on the hill, the road takes a curve to the left, and 
nothing can be seen beyond that point.  So, I turned around as usual, and started 
down.  Suddenly I began to hear a rather loud noise, which soon began to rumble 
and "roar".  I'd never heard anything like that before, and quickly decided I'd 
better get off the road to the right.  As I leaned back into the bushes, coming down 
the hill far faster than it should have been was the biggest semi and trailer I've ever 
seen.  The tires were so wide, they took up the whole road.  The message I clearly 
got was ‘get out of my way – I'm coming’! 
 
Finally, I got back on the road again, pondering the surprise and bit of a scare I had 
for a moment.  I hadn't walked two minutes more when I heard yelling and 
hollering in back of me.  I dashed to the right again as eight bicyclists came roaring 
down the hill towards me.  They were really moving fast, waved at me as they went 
by and gave me the same message – 'get out of my way – I'm coming.’ 
 
Nothing like this had ever happened to me before, and I sort of shook my head when 
I reached the bottom road and turned to the left.  Suddenly, from the other 
direction there were four more cyclists…and I immediately made my dash to the 
side of the road….same message – ‘get out of my way – I'm coming’.  
 
By then, I got the message – nothing was going to stop either the truck or the bicycle 
riders. So, I walked into the safety of the old covered bridge and made my way 
through it.  As I approached the end of the bridge, just off to the side was a horse 
pulling a wagon with a man and a boy in it.  Upon seeing me, the horse stopped, sort 
of leaned back on its hind feet, and put its front legs pawing into the air above its 
head.  For the fourth time in less than half an hour, I got the same message – ‘get 
out of my way – I'm coming.' 
 
As I dashed to the other side of the bridge end and began to make my way home, I 
knew what Jesus’ message was for that Saturday,... 
 
“Get out of my way – I'm coming". 
 
…and He did! 
 
 
 



EASTER SUNDAY                                          April 4, 2021 
 
Each time I start out on my walk and climb, I cut across the back corner of my 
neighbor’s yard.  Cindy and Andy have a beautiful yard with trees and flowers of 
every description.  Many years ago, one of the trees I walked by regularly looked 
sickly – and it wasn’t long after that it died. 
 
The tree was cut down, leaving a stump about three feet high – and for many years, 
it remained just that – a dead stump.  I wondered when it would begin to show signs 
of rotting and decay.   
 
Many years later, as I walked by the stump once again, I stopped short.  Was 
something actually growing from the top of the stump?  And as each day passed, 
there was more evidence that the once-dead stump was now alive.  If you were to 
walk with me today, you’d see a healthy branch reaching out from the side of the 
once-dead stump to the sun, about four feet long now.   
 
Its message is clear to me – yes, there is life after death! 
 
And that's what Easter Sunday is all about...Jesus came back from the world of the 
dead, alive and well…with a message:  "If you will only believe, there IS life after 
death!” 
 
HE IS RISEN, INDEED!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



Daily Scripture Readings from The Message by E. H. Peterson 
 
Day 1 – “I’ve told you all this so that trusting me, you will be unshakable and 
assured, deeply at peace. In this Godless world you will continue to have difficulties. 
But take heart!  I've conquered the world.”  John 16:33 
 
Day 2 – At about this time, Herod, the regional ruler, heard what was being said 
about Jesus.  Matthew 14:1 
 
Day 3 – While Jesus was living in the Galilean hills, John, called ‘the baptizer’, was 
preaching in the desert country of Judea.  His message was simple and sincere, like 
his desert surroundings.  "Change your life. God’s kingdom is here." Matthew 3:1-2 
 
Day 4 – Thomas said, "Master, we have no idea where you're going.  How do you 
expect us to know the road?"  John 14:5 
 
Day 5 – When he was still a long way off, his father saw him.  His heart pounding, 
he ran out, embraced him, and kissed him.  Luke 15:20 
 
Day 6 – From there he went all over Galilee.  He used synagogues for meeting places 
and taught people the truth of God.  God's kingdom was his theme -- that beginning 
right now they were under God's government, a good government!  He also healed 
people of their diseases and of the bad effects of their bad lives.  Matthew 4:23-24 
 
Day 7 – That set everyone in the meeting place seething with anger.  They threw him 
out, banishing him from the village, then took him to a mountain cliff at the edge of 
the village to throw him to his doom, but he gave them the slip and was on his way. 
Luke 4:29-30 
 
Day 8 – When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside.  
Those who were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him.  Matthew 5:1 
 
Day 9 – Word got around the entire Roman province of Syria. People brought 
anybody with an ailment, whether mental, emotional or physical.  Jesus healed 
them, one and all.  Matthew 4:24 
 
Day 10 – "God’s Spirit is on me; he's chosen me to preach the Message of good news 
to the poor.  Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to set the burdened and battered free, to announce: 'This is God’s year to 
act!’"  Luke 4:18-19 
 
Day 11 – God, my Shepherd!  I don't need a thing.  You have bedded me down in 
lush meadows, you find me quiet pools to drink from.  True to your word, you let 
me catch my breath and send me in the right direction.  Psalm 23:1-3 



Day 12 – Attention, Israel!  God, our God!  God, the one and only!  Love God, your 
God, with your whole heart; love him with all that’s in you, love him with all you’ve 
got!  Deuteronomy 6:4-5 
 
Day 13 – When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside.  
Those who were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him.  Arriving at 
a quiet place, he sat down and taught his climbing companions.  Matthew 5:1-2 
 
Day 14 – "In prayer there is a connection between what God does and what you do.  
You can’t get forgiveness from God, for instance, without also forgiving others.  If 
you refuse to do your part, you cut yourself off from God’s part."  Matthew 6:14-15 
 
Day 15 – “You can’t worship two gods at once.  Loving one god, you'll end up hating 
the other.  Adoration of one feeds contempt for the other.  You can't worship God 
and Money both."  Matthew 6:24 
 
Day 16 – Jesus put him off.  "Unless you people are dazzled by a miracle, you refuse 
to believe."  But the court official wouldn’t be put off.  "Come down...it's life or 
death for my son."  Jesus simply replied: “Go home.  Your son lives."  John 4:48-50 
 
Day 17 – "Don't bargain with God.  Be direct.  Ask for what you need.  This isn't a 
cat-and-mouse, hide-and seek game we're in.”  Matthew 7:8 
 
Day 18 – “Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don’t get 
worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal 
with whatever hard things come up when the time comes."  Matthew 6:34 
 
Day 19 – “So if I, the Master and Teacher, washed your feet, you must now wash 
each other’s feet.  I've laid down a pattern for you.  What I've done, you do, also.” 
John 13:14-15 
 
Day 20 – When you see the Covenant-Chest of God, carried by the Levitical priests, 
start moving.  Follow it. Make sure you keep a proper distance between you and it, 
about half a mile – be sure to keep your distance – and you'll see clearly the route to 
take.  You've never been on this road before.  Joshua 3:2-4  
 
Day 21 – “Don't be bullied into silence by the threats of bullies.  There's nothing 
they can do to your soul, your core being.  Save your fear for God who holds your 
entire life – body and soul -- in his hands.”  Matthew 10:27-28 
 
Day 22 – “And don’t worry about what you'll say, or how you'll say it.  The right 
words will be there.  The Spirit of your Father will supply the words."  Matthew 
10:19-20 
 
 



Day 23 – Just then he looked up and saw the rich people dropping offerings in the 
collection plate.  Then he saw a poor widow put in two pennies.  He said, "The plain 
truth is that this widow has given by far the largest offering today.  All these others 
made offerings that they'll never miss; she gave extravagantly what she couldn’t 
afford – she gave her all!”  Luke 12:1-4 
 
Day 24 – “When you help someone out, don't think about how it looks.   Just do it – 
quietly and unobtrusively.  That is the way your God, who conceived you in love, 
working behind the scenes, helps you out.”  Matthew 6:5-6 
 
Day 25 – At the same moment, Jesus felt energy discharging from him.  He turned 
around to the crowd and asked: "Who touched my robe?”  Mark 5:30 
 
Day 26 – “Don’t you realize that there are yet other villages where I have to tell the 
Message of God's kingdom, that this is the work God sent me to do?"  Luke 4:43 
 
Day 27 – A terrific storm suddenly came up on the lake.  Water poured in and they 
were about to capsize.  They woke Jesus.  "Master, Master, we’re going to drown." 
Getting to his feet, he told the wind, "Silence!" and the waves, "Quiet down!"  And 
they did.  The lake became smooth as glass.  Then he said to his disciples, "Why 
can't you trust me?”  They were in absolute awe, staggered and stammering.  "Who 
is this anyway?  He calls out to the winds and sea, and they do what he tells them!" 
Luke 8:24-25 
 
Day 28 – “Let me tell you why you are here.  You're here to be salt-seasoning that 
brings out the God-flavors of this earth.  If you lose your saltiness, how will people 
taste godliness?”  “Here's another way to put it.  You're here to be light, bringing 
out the God-colors in the world.  God is not a secret to be kept.  We’re going public 
with this, as public as a city on a hill.”  Matthew 5:13-16 
 
Day 29 – I am the Good Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd puts the sheep before 
himself, sacrifices himself if necessary.  John 10:11 
 
Day 30 – They removed the stone.  Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and prayed: 
"Father, I’m grateful that you have listened to me.  I know you always do listen, but 
on account of this crowd standing here, I’ve spoken so that they might believe that 
you sent me."  John 11:41-42 
 
Day 31 – "And when you come before God, don't turn that into a theatrical 
production, either.  All these people making a regular show out of their prayers, 
hoping for stardom!  Do you think God sits in a box seat?”  Matthew 6:6 
 
Day 32 – "If this man didn’t come from God, he wouldn't be able to do anything." 
John 9:33 
 
 



Day 33 – “Lazarus, come out.”  John 11:43 
 
Day 34 – “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will 
believe in me through their word.”  John 17:20 
 
Day 35 – …a Pharisee asked him to dinner.  So he entered his house and sat down at 
the table.  Luke 11:37-38 
 
Day 36  – At that point, Peter got up the nerve to ask, "Master, how many times do I 
forgive a brother or sister who hurts me?  Seven?”  Jesus replied: “Seven!  Hardly.  
Try seventy times seven."  Matthew 18:21-22  
 
Day 37  -- “You’re not impressed by all this sheer size, are you?  … There's not a 
stone in that building that isn’t going to end up a pile of rubble."  Matthew 24:2 
 
Day 38 – “This is my command.  Love one another the way I have loved you.  This is 
the very best way to love.”  John 15:13 
 
Day 39 – Read the "new" Psalm 136! 
 
Day 40 – "Don't let this throw you.  You trust God, don’t you?  Trust me.”  “From 
now on, whatever you request along the lines of who I am and what I am doing, I'll 
do it.”  John 14:1, 11 
 
Day 41 – This is how much God loved the world. He gave his Son, his one and only 
Son.  And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone 
can have a whole and lasting life.  John 3:16 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Day 42 – “The first in importance is: Listen, Israel, the Lord your God is one, so 
love the Lord God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence and energy. 
The second is: Love others as well as you love yourself.” Mark 12:29-31 
 
Day 43 – Jesus was at Bethany, a guest of Simon the Leper.  While he was eating 
dinner, a woman came up carrying a bottle of very expensive perfume.  Opening the 
bottle, she poured it onto his head.  Mark 14:3 
 
Day 44 – During the meal, Jesus took and blessed the bread, broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples.  “Take, eat.  This is my body.”  Taking the cup and thanking God, he 
gave it to them.  "Drink this, all of you. This is my blood, God's new covenant 
poured out for many people for the forgiveness of sins."   Matthew 26:26-29 
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