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The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14
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An End In Sight And A New Beginning
With the news of a vaccine and a possible
conclusion to the pandemic we look
forward to a new beginning. In the mean
time most events stay remote, including
the FBC children and youth. They will
continue their virtual groups.
Here are some instructions for connecting
with us during this COVID-19 pandemic.
All of the burgundy underlined links are
clickable. Bookmark our Church Updates
page. Our worship service is streamed
LIVE Sunday morning on YouTube
while previous videos can be viewed
anytime on our YouTube Channel. Our
Wednesdays in the Word classes are
available through digital conferencing;

sign up to receive instructions via email.
Sunday Discipleship Hour is available
through Zoom conferencing. Our youth
are active in their online Zoom meetings
Sunday mornings.
Our children get together online Sundays
so please sign up to get on the children’s
email list. Our Spiritual Gifts classes are
online, you can find them on the web
page. If you have anyone who needs our
prayers please submit a request online for
our prayer team. Stay healthy! If you have
any trouble accessing any of our activities
or have challenges using technology call
Pastor Kregg 216-882-8555 and he can
connect you with someone who can help!
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saves on fossil fuel which is good for our environment.
So what have we learned from this tumultuous 2020?
In Psalm 143 we find a promise of God’s sustaining
presence in times of trouble.
“Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love
for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should
go, for to you I entrust my life. Rescue me from my
enemies, Lord, for I hide myself in you. Teach me to do
your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead
me on level ground. For your name’s sake, Lord, preserve
my life; in your righteousness, bring me out of trouble.”
Trusting God to lead us to level ground and for the
preservation of life is something God offers to do for
us. Martin Luther, who in 1546 wrote in a letter to a
friend to have faith and not surrender to fear or worry,
“Pray, and let God worry. You have certainly not been
commanded to worry about me or about yourself. “Cast
your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you.”
(Psalm 55:22).
We continue to follow sound medical advice to protect
ourselves and others from the ravishes of COVID-19
and in so doing, we take steps by faith trusting God to
care for us and those we love. The choice to exercise
our personal freedom by ignoring the request to wear
masks, maintain social distancing and avoid large
gatherings (including church) is a selfish choice. For
by simply following these guidelines, we demonstrate
compassion for our neighbor which can be viewed as a
transcendant act of worship to God.
In this season of giving, the cost of our personal
sacrifices paints a beautiful picture of both the cradle
and cross of Jesus. He has compassionately offered
Himself to save us from the ravishes of the deadly ‘virus’
of sin by becoming the “vaccination” of divine love. Let
us endeavor to spread the love of Christ in a broken and
sick world this Christmas season by exploring innovative
ways to share His love, and perhaps in doing so, create
new traditions along with the new words and phrases
embedded into our vocabulary as we prepare for that
lies ahead in 2021.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Pastor Kregg Burris
Senior Pastor
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As we enter into this Advent season, we have been
exposed to a new vocabulary of words and phrases
from just one year ago. According to the Global
Language Monitor, among the top 20 words for 2020
include: Covid-19, face-mask, social distancing, flatten
the curve, lockdown, zoom meeting, quarantine,
outbreak, and super-spreader.
The long-range ramification of this pandemic will
not fully be understood for years to come, but what
has become clear is our reliance upon technology.
Superseding human interaction by personal contact,
we have embodied the creation of a virtual lifestyle.
This transition includes the church and its activities
of worship, giving, fellowship, discipleship, committee
and prayer meetings. A conversation with a long time
member shared her new Sunday morning ritual of
sitting on the back deck drinking coffee watching our
live stream service on their laptop. She was delighted
that she could sing along following the screen prompts,
pray along with the worship leader all the while in the
comfort of fuzzy slippers, a nearby bathroom, and the
ability to pause at any given moment (even replay or
skip) her worship experience.
Meanwhile, back at the church, we work to repair and
maintain a massive, beautiful building approaching
its one hundredth birthday (1928-2028.) Earlier
congregations could never have imagined a world in
which church services could be suspended for nearly
a year and the church survive. No seminary class
addressed how a pastor is to lead a congregation
through a pandemic.
Yet we miss our gatherings, coffee fellowship, ability
to interact and share in the shared experience of such
things as our Christmas programs full of rich traditions
and loaded with personality. However with loss there
opens the room for new possibilities and the emergence
of new traditions. One of the positive outcomes from
our social isolation has been the opportunity for more
family time. Over this past year, I’ve spent more
evenings at home while online in Zoom meetings and
conference calls for the church. This virtual link has
produced higher attendance with more opportunity for
interaction and the ability to cover more in less time.
Perhaps the best part of our new tradition comes at
the conclusion of our meeting when we say goodbye,
shut off the computer, and we are already home. This
is much appreciated on cold, dark, snowy nights and
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Trusting God To Lead Us Into The Future
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Calling All Artists! You Have A Voice!

Children’s Virtual
Christmas Party
Sunday, December
13th at 4:30PM Watch
your e-mail for details!

Preschool & Elementary Children’s
Elementary
December Schedule

This winter, the hallways of First Baptist will be
transformed into a gallery displaying the work of our
talented children and youth. And while we will not be able
to gather together for a gallery walk, we will be hosting a
virtual show featuring each of our artists and their work.
The Art Exhibit opening will be held on Sunday January 3rd!
All who are interested may submit an original piece of fine
art, music, photography, or poem to be entered into the
art show. The theme is social justice and the emotional
impact of our time. Our artists can get their inspiration
from the words courage, responsibility, integrity,
advocacy, fairness and gifts.
Artwork must be submitted by December 20th. In addition,
each artist will be asked to record a short presentation
about their piece. Recordings will be scheduled for
December 18th and 19th and will be conducted virtually.
Zoom links and details are coming soon. Contact Ship
Collins at youth@firstbaptistcleveland.org for more info.

Holiday Youth Party
December 18th from 7-8PM Please RSVP by December
13th by contacting Ship Collins to receive a special gift!
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Preschoolers and K-4 are meeting with Carly Marino online.

Elementary

YO U G OT
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Theme

Week One

Theme

Simply Christmas:
No Assembly
Required

Isaiah 9:6
Jesus Is Promised

9:6
Simply Christmas: Isaiah
Jesus Is Promised
No Assembly
We can have hope because God keeps
Required ElementaryHis promises.

Christmas is celebrating
Jesus, God’s greatest gift.

SAY TH I S :

Week One

SAY TH I S :

We can have hope because God keeps
His promises.

D A I LY C U E S

Week Two

Christmas is celebrating
Jesus, God’s greatest gift.

Luke 1:26-56
Gabriel Appears to Mary

Luke 1:26-56
Gabriel Appears to Mary

SAY TH I S :

You can have joy because God has a plan
for you.
Week Three
Luke 2:1-7
Jesus Is Born
SAY TH I S :

God loved us so much that He gave us
a Savior.
Week Four

SAY TH I S :

Morning Time

W

hat is something you want to do
this month to celebrate Jesus,
our greatest gift? Write this somewhere
your child will see it and ask them about
it later in the day. Some ideas could be
making a cake or doing something kind
for someone else to show them the love
of Jesus.

You can have joy because God has a plan
for you.
Meal Time
Q & A FO
R KI DS
: What do you hope for
Week
Three
this Christmas?
Luke 2:1-7
Jesus Is Born
Q& A FO R PA R E NTS : When you were a

SAY TH I S :
kid, what
was the biggest Christmas
so Did
much
presentGod
youloved
hopedus
for?
youthat
get He
it? gave us
a Savior.

Week Four

Luke 2:8-20
Shepherds Visit
SAY TH I S :

God’s peace is for everyone.

REMEMBER THIS

“Today in the town of David
a Savior has been born to you.
He is the Messiah, the Lord.”
Luke 2:11, NIrV

Week Two

Luke 2:8-20
Shepherds Visit
SAY TH I S :
Bed Time
God’s peace is for everyone.
hat’s the best Christmas gift
Drive Time
you’ve ever received? The gift
God gave to all of us isn’t one that you
hristmas might be over but plan to
can unwrap. But it’s the most important
drive around as a family and look at
E Mstill
E Mout.
B E RPlay
T H I your
S
gift you’ll ever be given. God loves you
all the lights that Rare
so much that He sent Jesus to make a
favorite music and remind everyone that
“Today in the town of David
way for you to live with Him forever.
this will be a “peaceful” experience so no
a Savior has been born to you.
Pray together and thank God for His
shouting or arguing over where you sit!
He is the Messiah, the Lord.”
incredible Christmas gift.
Luke 2:11, NIrV
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Hero Headquarter
Virtual Meetings – Sundays at 4:30PM
Fill out the form at firstbaptistcleveland.org/childrenyouth/childrens-ministries if you would like to join us!
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Christian Education Schedule
Come join us in these upcoming Sunday, Wednesday,
and Thursday classes to grow in God’s Word. All of
our Christian education activities have gone virtual.
Email Rev. Sandra Alexander-Haynes – salexander@
firstbaptistcleveland.org to receive login instructions.

Wednesdays in the Word

Romans 1-7 For You
– Men’s Group
by Dr. Timothy Keller
Led by Eddie Wills
Starting at 7:00PM via
Zoom conferencing
The men are engaged in a
study of the book of Romans.
In this study, Dr. Keller, “leads
you through the first seven
chapters of Romans, showing
how the gospel message of
righteousness received by faith
changes our perspective of God,
our lives, and our eternity.” Join
the Men’s Bible Study starting
at 7 on Wednesday evenings and dive into the biblical book
that reads like a “course in theology, with an essential
characteristic of God at the core of the curriculum—His
righteousness.” Indeed, this study will engage your mind,
encourage you to reexamine your commitment to Christ,
and enhance your understanding of God’s abounding grace.
Into the Word –
Women’s Group
by Anne Graham Lotz
Led by Martha Lant and
Sandra Alexander-Haynes
Starting at 6:30PM via
Zoom conferencing
Led by Tobili Sam-Yellow
Starting at 7:30PM via
telephone conferencing
NOOMA Videos
by Anne Graham Lotz
Led by Jeff and Tammy Gordon
Starting at 7:00PM via Zoom conferencing
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Christmas Caroling

Christian Education (continued)
Men and women are welcome to join Pastor Jeff and
Tammy Gordon as they facilitate discussions based on the
NOOMA video series by Rob Bell. According to Rob Bell,
NOOMA is a series of short videos that examine our world
from the perspective of our Savior, Jesus Christ. In this
series, viewers are encouraged to “search, question, and
join the discussion.” The videos are uniquely designed to
serve as a catalyst for spiritual reflection about our
everyday life experiences. Each video stands alone so you
won’t fall behind if you miss a class.

Thursday Mornings

Women’s Bible Study Class
Led by Sandra Alexander Haynes
Starting at 10:00AM
via phone conferencing

Thursday Evening
Bible Study

Into the Word –
Women’s Group
by Anne Graham Lotz
Led by Sandra Alexander-Haynes
Starting at 7:30PM via
telephone conferencing
The Women’s Bible study group
is focused on lessons from a
study titled Into the Word. This
study includes 52 life-altering
Bible lessons. As noted by the author, “These fifty-two
weekly studies emphasize personal application and will draw
you directly into God’s Word…to love Him more.”
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-sleeves look at
Scripture.” Each lesson contains a short reflection that
considers our present-day way of life, but the richness in
the lessons stem from the connections to Scriptures in the
Old and New Testaments.
As explained by the publisher, the author does not attempt
to explain her interpretation of the Scriptures, but through
questioning leads the reader to personally dig into Scripture.
So please join the Women’s Bible Study on Wednesday or
Thursday to discover God’s message for yourself!

Sunday Discipleship Hour
Lessons from Esther-From
Providence to Purpose
by Dr. Tony Evans
Led by Marty Capers
Starting at 12:00 PM via
Zoom conferencing
As stated by Dr. Evans, this
Bible study will help us take
an in-depth look at the Book
of Esther. The Book of Esther
is the only one that does not
directly refer to God. However,
God is there guiding Esther on

by Kelley Pernicone

her “pathway to purpose.” As noted by the author, this Bible
study will help you:
“Recognize the power of providence amid your personal
pain, fear, gain, loss, and love. Realize that God has a purpose
for your life. Understand how God uses every action and
event that occurs in your life to make His purpose a reality.”
What an incredible Bible study, for a time such as this!
firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule

A Prayer As I Put On My Mask
Creator,
as I prepare to go into the world,
help me to see the sacrament
in the wearing of this cloth let it be “an outward sign
of an inward grace” a tangible and visible way of living
love for my neighbors, as I love myself.
Christ,
since my lips will be covered,
uncover my heart,
that people would see my smile
in the crinkles around my eyes.
Since my voice may be muffled,
help me to speak clearly,
not only with my words,
but with my actions.
Holy Spirit,
As the elastic touches my ears,
remind me to listen carefully and full of care to all those I meet.
May this simple piece of cloth
be shield and banner,
and each breath that it holds,
be filled with your love.
In your Name and in that love,
I pray.
May it be so.
May it be so.

by Richard Bott

Your Amazon
Purchases
Your online Amazon purchases can benefit FBC! When
you shop on smile.amazon.com. Products marked “Eligible
for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages
donate 0.5% of the purchase price to “First Baptist
Church of Greater Cleveland” when you select it as your
charitable organization… happy shopping!

December Birthdays
Knauf, Phyllis 12/01
Donley, Kim Spitz 12/02
Gocan, Evon G. 12/02
Alt, James 12/07

Belhobek, Jeanie 12/10
Adams-Case, Kathy 12/13
Gottschling, June 12/15
Belhobek, George 12/17

With the coronavirus pandemic we’ve had to make
many changes, including how we work, learn, socialize,
and worship. The Christmas season is also going to feel
a bit different. The health experts ask us to be careful
and mindful in our consideration for celebrations. We
are asked to sacrifice and social distance in order to
protect not only ourselves, but our most vulnerable
populations. At FBC, we do not take this concern
lightly and have been planning Christmas programming
highlighting the talents of our congregation and
celebrating the spirit of the season. While we cannot
worship and celebrate the birth of our savior together, it
does not mean we celebrate alone.
That being said, we wanted to find a way to spread
some Christmas Cheer safely and without the use of
a screen. So for the first time, we will be hosting a
Christmas Sing-a-Long and Caroling event at FBC. This
event will begin in our Fairmount Driveway with families
driving up to listen to the sounds of fun Christmas tunes
while enjoying safe, socially distant fellowship. We will
have individually packaged goodies for the families
to enjoy with some cocoa and we’ll have fires to help
warm you up. While this will be a great time to see each
other and wave we do want to ensure that we respect
our safety measures. Social distancing and proper mask
wearing will be mandatory. Once everyone is warmed
up and full of Christmas cheer (cookies and cocoa), we
will send out teams to spread that cheer to some of
our congregation who aren’t able to join us! Our small
teams will sing from the driveways for our homebound
members or those in high risk categories so that they
can experience some socially distant, safe in person
Christmas Cheer!
If you want to take part in the event as a caroler or
if you’d like to receive a visit from your FBC family,
either fill out our google form (https://forms.gle/
caxSKntovXS9xXST7) or reach out to Laura Preston or
Kelley Pernicone. Keep an eye on the FBC Facebook
Page for more information! We wish you a safe and
Merry Christmas!
We missed wishing Ruth Brown-Grooms a Happy Birthday November 9th!

Brown, Nancy 12/17
Hungate, Kara 12/18
Olexa, Jacquelyn L. 12/18
Tillman, Jerry 12/20

Burns, Chris 12/21
Liu, Lynne 12/23
White, Sonja 12/23
Jenkins, Gregg 12/27

Liu, Dr. James 12/28
Peebles, Tracy 12/28
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Twas The Night Before Christmas At First Baptist Church
Twas the night before Christmas, Spahr Center was dark.
Not a soul was in sight, not a car tried to park.
Decorations were pretty, and tree lights were lit
But no members or friends could be there to see it.
“Where is the pageant?” said a stranger or two.
“And I’m usually here at Candlelight too.”
The sign on the door said “The virus has come.
You better go home, or you too might get some.”
The writing continued, “There’s hope for tonight.
Turn on your computer and check our website,
Our Lessons and Carols is at 7 tonight.
You don’t want to miss this great YouTube delight.
With readings and bells, and a brass quintet too,
Singers and organ and piano for you.
No camels of course and no animals dear
Like we usually have at this time of year.
But Lessons and Carols will fill you with joy
As you celebrate Jesus, the new baby boy.
So please go on home now so you will be there

FBC’s First Ever Virtual Mitten Tree
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With Your Help
We Can Make It
Happen!
This Christmas is
going to be different
than most we have
celebrated in many
years. The current
pandemic has
changed the lives of
so many around our
neighborhood and city.
We have a little money
in our Mission & Social
Concerns budget for
the “Mitten Tree” but
need your help to
assist these agencies.
Your donations of any amount are needed. Donate online
by selecting “other church payments” under the Mission
Gifts tab or write a check with the words “Mitten Tree” in
the memo.
We have three volunteers that are willing to shop for
you to fill the Mitten Tree requests for Nora’s House and
Fairhill Partners
NORA’S HOUSE
North East Ohio Recovery Association, Inc.(NORA):

by Mike Skerritt

When the best we can offer, the most we can share…
Is the birth of Christ Jesus, in a manger that night.
As the whole world embraced Him with love and delight.
And when we have vanquished this virus for good,
And things are more normal, are just like they should,
Please come back and join us. We’ll open the doors.
And turn on the lights and vacuum the floors.
And worship Christ Jesus like we used to do
Our voices sing praises, as God wants us to.
Our hands in the air, hearts bursting with love
For the gift God has sent us from heaven above!
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Please join us at 7 PM on Christmas Eve on our YouTube
channel for our Virtual Lessons and Carols.

Mitten Tree (continued)
This year they are also asking for hand sanitizers, masks
and socks.
jcu.edu/student-life/getting-involved/campus-ministry/
social-justice/labre-project
NEW LIFE AT CALVARY CHURCH
It has become our tradition at the January hot meals
served to have some small gift for each of our guests.
These little surprise gift bags of lotion, tooth paste, tooth
brushes, hand soap, tissues, and lip balm will be given
out along with the hot meal on Jan. 22nd.
MEN’S SHELTER AT 2100 LAKESIDE
With your financial donations we will buy some new
winter coats and boots. We will gladly accept your gifts of
gently used shoes, boots, winter clothing, warm hats and
gloves that will be delivered by January 10th.

Intercessory Prayer

by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

The Intercessory prayer meeting
continues by phone at 6:15PM
on Thursdays. Send prayer
requests or request instructions
to join our group by emailing
prayer@firstbaptistcleveland.org.

by April Shepherd

Provides outpatient and inpatient substance abuse
treatment. The women we are helping this Christmas
are in a locked cottage receiving intensive therapy
services through individual and group counseling. These
ladies all have children who will be brought to visit them
before Christmas. With your financial donations we will
shop for the gift items that the women will give to their
children ages 1-18.
FAIRHILL PARTNERS
With your financial help we will be doing the shopping
to fill a gift request from one of the grandchildren being
raised by their grandparent. As a parent I know that it is
sometimes a challenge to raise just one child, so I can’t
even begin to imagine grandparents and sometimes great
grandparents raising grandchildren!
We will also purchase items for the following programs
as we receive your donations, or you can leave requested
items at church where you will find marked boxes for
your gifts. The church office is open during normal
business hours.
LABRE MINISTRY PROGRAM
AT JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY
Last year we collected 437 pairs of warm socks that were
distributed by JCU students through their Labre ministry
program. Each Friday night from Sept – May these
students go into our city and give food & socks to people
living on our streets – in doorways, under bridges, etc.

abilities from God to grow the Church in Spirit and numbers

by Jennifer Whatley-Williams

God calls us as believers to discover and use our
spiritual gifts in order to grow the Church in Spirit
and in numbers. Class videos and materials are
available online firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritualgifts-classes.

Thanksgiving Food Project

by Fran Leanza

The credit for the success of our Thanksgiving project
goes to the outstanding leadership of cochairs Carol
Broadbent and Bear Allen.
Spahr Center came alive with action on Sunday afternoon
Nov. 22nd with the task of putting together 100
cardboard boxes, The boxes were lined up around the
whole perimeter of the room. Next the boxes were filled
with cans and packages of Thanksgiving food items. The
filled boxes were then all moved to inside the portico
entrance. With sixteen volunteers this task was completed
in just over two hours!
The work continued on Monday afternoon, Nov. 23rd with
another group of busy workers. Their task was to divide
up and bag the fresh produce. Next 100 boxes were filled
then moved outside the portico entrance for pick-up.
Between three and five o’clock in Monday afternoon
another group of volunteers loaded the boxes into cars
as people drove up for their pick-up. The smaller families
each received a box of canned and packaged food, a
box of fresh produce and a turkey. The larger families
received two boxes of each along with a larger turkey.
Each box also contained a Thanksgiving card from First
Baptist wishing them blessings during this holiday season.
Last year we provided food for 40 families, this year 80
families were helped! This was possible because many of
you donated money for the shopping for food, the swift
working volunteers and many who helped behind the
scene in a dozen other ways.

Christmas Lights!
Our resident elf, Pastor Jeff has
worked his magic and our lighting
display is spreading Christmas cheer
in front of the church. Enjoy our
Fairmount Blvd. display set to music
from your car’s radio – tune to 90.1
FM. Stop by any evening after dark!

Stephen Ministry

by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision meetings continue to meet
every 3 weeks on Mondays, at 7:00PM.
If anyone is in need of a Stephen Minister during this
difficult time, send a request to stephenministry@
firstbaptistcleveland.org or visit firstbaptistcleveland.org/
first-baptist-online/prayer-requests.

Every Sunday we join together virtually for our worship
service. It is the next best thing to being here. It is a
blended service with contemporary and traditional music.
We may be separated but we can come together with
everyone around the globe. We welcome you to tell a
friend to join us no matter where they are.
youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: December 1, 2020
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater
Cleveland
Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon
or want to hear
one again?
youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

2020 FBC Lay Leadership

Serving in Ministry

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins
Vice Moderator: Carolyn Neal
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns

Ministries

Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler
Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,
& Communications
Discipleship: Dana Capers
Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,
Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups
Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins
Stephen Ministry, Deacons,
& New Member Orientation

Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon - Associate Pastor/
Business Administrator
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry

Office

Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.

Music Ministries

Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

Stewardship: Dan Mizener

The Children’s Center

Finance and Property: Monroe Goins

Marketing/Photography/Video

Jane Pernicone - Director

Missions & Social Concerns: Annette Szalay

Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media

Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

Send content for the next issue by Dec. 15th to Greg
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Jan 1

