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Tower Tidings

As children go back to school either in 
person or virtually, we look to make the 
best of the new norm! The FBC children 
and youth will continue their virtual groups.
Here are some instructions for connecting 
with us during this COVID-19 pandemic. 
All of the burgundy underlined links are 
clickable. Bookmark our Church Updates 
page. Our worship service is streamed 
LIVE Sunday morning on YouTube 
while previous videos can be viewed 
anytime on our YouTube Channel. Our 
Wednesdays in the Word classes are 
available through digital conferencing; 
sign up to receive instructions via email. 

Sunday Discipleship Hour is available 
through Zoom conferencing. Our youth 
are active in their online Zoom meetings 
Sunday mornings.
Our children get together online Sundays 
so please sign up to get on the children’s 
email list. Our Spiritual Gifts classes are 
online, you can find them on the web 
page. If you have anyone who needs our 
prayers please submit a request online for 
our prayer team. Stay healthy! If you have 
any trouble accessing any of our activities 
or have challenges using technology call 
Pastor Kregg 216-882-8555 and he can 
connect you with someone who can help!

Learning The New Normal

A Christian life is not 
always peaceful and 
happy. In the Bible we learn 
the believer’s life consists of 
seasons of ups and downs. 
Whether you are in a season 
of joy or of sadness, each 
one should motivate us to 
seek the Lord and 
trust Him.

A time to weep, 
and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, 
and a time to dance.  

Ecclesiastes 3:4

A time to weep, 
and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, 
and a time to dance.  

Ecclesiastes 3:4

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/youth-group/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/updates/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/wednesdays/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/discipleship-hour/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/youth-group/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritual-gifts-classes/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/first-baptist-online/prayer-requests/
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Somewhere during our childhood we learn to build  
walls of protection from the assault of criticism and 
negativity which frequently attempt to knock us down 
or push us back.
In doing so, these walls serve to create a safe space 
for us to retreat and we foster this space by learning 
how to respond in manners that are pleasant and 
non-intrusive. We navigate through social settings 
by avoidance of topics which take us out of our ‘safe 
space’ by declaring when asked, “How are you doing?” 
with a quick reply, “I’m fine,” along with a little smile to 
validate our response.
Once I was called to a hospital where a member of the 
church had just left the bedside of her father. In the 
hallway steps away from the room, her father had just 
passed away as she was sharing the experience as her 
phone went off and she answered it. Hearing only half 
of her conversation, it was someone from her workplace 
when I heard those familiar words, “I’m fine.” Instead of 
saying, “My father just died. I really can’t talk now.” Her 
wall of protection from intrusive and probing questions 
were averted by the simple phrase, “I’m fine.” She was 
not fine and burst into tears less than a minute after 
getting off the phone. 
Perhaps we’ve been the person who asks the question 
which seems to be so personal, “How are you?” If the 
person we asked were to lower their protective wall 
and tell us exactly how they were doing, would we be 
prepared for an honest response? Or have we created 
this as a social device to act as if we were genuinely 
interested in the other person’s welfare when in realty 
we don’t want an honest response that might force us 
out of our safe zone. 
I think we could put a little more thought into our 
customary request. “I’m fine” paints over what we really 
want to say and does not even begin to reflect how 
we are truly feeling. The real answer might be scary 
to share or complex to explain. Sometimes, this wall 
of protection is used to create a place of self-isolation 

where we tell ourselves “we’re fine” so that we might 
start believing it ourself.
However, the interaction ends, the other person 
leaves, the wall seems to close in upon us and we are 
awakened by the realization that we are not actually fine 
at all. We often find ourselves screaming inside, “I AM 
NOT FINE”.
Who wants to really hear the true story? How many 
times can we explain to someone that we do not feel 
well? Although, sometimes we are fine for periods of 
time, we all tend to move through life into moments 
where we are no longer finding ourselves in the “I am 
fine” zone.
The truth is that everyone needs people to hear how 
we really are doing. We need to be heard and to find a 
place where we can be genuine and honest. Everyone 
needs a safe place to cry, shout and scream what’s 
going on inside. This year has been beyond stress-filled 
with an ongoing pandemic, a volatile national election, 
social unrest, and fears and worries all around us.
This is where we need to follow Christ’s call to engage 
in genuine relationships and to strive for authenticity in 
our sense of community. We must move beyond Sunday 
morning pleasantries to form deeper relationships. No 
Christian is an island unto themself. We are called to 
get involved to pray for each other, to laugh, cry, and 
be there to understand with each other. In doing so, we 
can learn to dismantle our protective walls once built as 
children and learn to be sensitive to the Spirit of God, 
to be open and honest in our social interaction, and to 
be available as instruments of authenticity both in the 
asking “How are you doing?” and in our response, “I am 
doing fine.”

I’m Fine

Preschool & Elementary Children’s 
November Schedule
Preschoolers and K-4 are meeting with Carly online.

Hero Headquarter 
Virtual Meetings 
Fill out the form at firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-
youth/childrens-ministries if you would like to join us!

Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor

FBC KIDS

Elementary
D A I LY  C U E S

Morning Time

L eave a note by your child’s breakfast 
or on their mirror asking them, 

“What can you be grateful for today?” At 
the end of the day, ask them what they 
decided to be grateful for!

Drive Time

Celebrate what God has done! Take 
turns naming things you can be 

grateful for and then turn up the music 
to celebrate. Play this months song 
called, “(I Want To Say) Thank You” by 
Orange Kids Music.

Meal Time

Q & A FOR KI DS :  Who has most recently 
helped you? Did you thank them? (If not, 
go do it!)

Q& A FOR PARE NTS :  What is something 
di�cult you experienced that you’re 
grateful for now?

Bed Time

S hare about something in your life 
that hasn’t gone the way you hoped. 

Whether it is big or small, can you think 
of things to be grateful for? Make a list of 
at least ten things you are thankful for 
right now. Pray together, thanking God 
and asking Him to give you eyes to see all 
the good things around you—no matter 
what is going on in your life.

 

Elementary W E E K LY  C U E S
Week One

1 Thessalonians 5:18
Give thanks no matter what happens 
SAY TH IS : 

You always have something to be grateful 
for.

Week Two

2 Samuel 6:12b-22a
David Dances 
SAY TH IS : 

Celebrate what God has done.

Week Three 

Luke 17:11-19
Jesus Heals 10 Men
SAY TH IS : 

Say thank you.

Week Four

Matthew 20:1-15
The Story of the Workers in the 
Vineyard
SAY TH IS : 

Adjust your attitude. 

Week Five

1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Exodus 12
Lord’s Supper / Last Supper
SAY TH IS : 

Get in the habit of being grateful. 

R E M E M B E R T H I S

“Give thanks to the Lord,
because he is good. His faithful 

love continues forever.”
Psalm 136:1, NIrV

Theme

Shout Out:
Let ‘em Know
You’re Thankful
Gratitude is letting others 
know you see how they’ve 
helped you.

I’m 
 Fine

This winter, the hallways of First Baptist will be 
transformed into a gallery displaying the work of our 
talented children and youth. And while we will not be able 
to gather together for a gallery walk, we will be hosting a 
virtual show featuring each of our artists and their work. 
Art Exhibit opening will be held on Sunday January 3rd!
All who are interested may submit an original piece of fine 
art, music, photography, or poem to be entered into the 
art show. The theme is social justice and the emotional 
impact of our time. Our artists can get their inspiration 
from the words courage, responsibility, integrity, 
advocacy, fairness and gifts.
Artwork must be submitted by December 20th. In addition, 
each artist will be asked to record a short presentation 
about their piece. Recordings will be scheduled for 
December 18th and 19th and will be conducted virtually. 
Zoom links and details are coming soon.

Calling All Artists! You Have A Voice!

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
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Thursday Bible Study 
Into the Word –  
Women’s Group 
by Anne Graham Lotz 
Led by Sandra Alexander-Haynes 
Starting at 7:30PM via 
telephone conferencing
The Women’s Bible study 
group is embarking on a 
new study titled Into the 
Word. This study includes 
52 life-altering Bible 
lessons. As noted by the 
author, “These fifty-two 
weekly studies emphasize 
personal application and 
will draw you directly into God’s Word…to love Him more.
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-sleeves look at 
Scripture.” Each lesson contains a short reflection that 
considers our present-day way of life, but the richness in 
the lessons stem from the connections to Scriptures in the 
Old and New Testaments.
As explained by the publisher, the author does not attempt 
to explain her interpretation of the Scriptures, but through 
questioning leads the reader to personally dig into Scripture. 
So please join the Women’s Bible Study on Wednesday or 
Thursday to discover God’s message for yourself!

Sunday Discipleship Hour
Lessons from Esther-From 
Providence to Purpose 
by Dr. Tony Evans 
Led by Marty Capers 
Starting at 11:15 AM 
via Zoom conferencing
As stated by Dr. Evans, 
this Bible study will help 
us take an in-depth look 
at the Book of Esther. The 
Book of Esther is the only 
one that does not directly 
refer to God. However, 
God is there guiding 
Esther on her “pathway to 
purpose.” As noted by the 
author, this Bible study will help you:
“Recognize the power of providence amid your personal 
pain, fear, gain, loss, and love. Realize that God has a 
purpose for your life. Understand how God uses every 
action and event that occurs in your life to make His 
purpose a reality.”
What an incredible Bible study, for a time such as this!
firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule

Wednesdays in the Word  
Romans 1-7 For You – 
Men’s Group 
by Dr. Timothy Keller 
Led by Eddie Wills 
Starting at 7:00PM via 
Zoom conferencing
The men are beginning 
an in-depth study of the 
book of Romans. In this 
study, Dr. Keller, “leads you 
through the first seven 
chapters of Romans, 
showing how the gospel 
message of righteousness 
received by faith changes 
our perspective of God, 
our lives, and our 
eternity.” Join the Men’s 
Bible Study starting at 
7 on Wednesday evenings and dive into the biblical book 
that reads like a “course in theology, with an essential 
characteristic of God at the core of the curriculum—His 
righteousness.” Indeed, this study will engage your mind, 
encourage you to reexamine your commitment to Christ, 
and enhance your understanding of God’s abounding grace.
Into the Word –  
Women’s Group 
by Anne Graham Lotz 
Led by Martha Lant and 
Sandra Alexander-Haynes 
Starting at 6:30PM via 
Zoom conferencing
Led by Tobili Sam-Yellow 
Starting at 7:30PM via 
telephone conferencing

Christian Education Schedule

4th Rebecca Chapman
6th Alta Daugherty
7th Coco Schneider
8th William Daugherty

8th Jerome White
9th Kevin Case
10th Dona Sutherin
11th Sharon Borders

14th Madelyn Miller
17th Luis Martinez
21tst Martha Lant
23rd Kay Rolfs Massaglia

24th Barbara E. DrotarNovember 
Birthdays

Your FBC Thanksgiving Project

For many years your Mission & Social Concerns Cluster 
has been sponsoring a Thanksgiving food drive and 
assembling baskets of food for area families in need. 
The project continues but with a very different plan.
Because of the impact of COVID 19....
•  The need in our community has increased
•  We want to increase the number of families 

we serve
•  Schools that usually hold a food drive to support 

us are closed
•  We can purchase the needed items that are 

typically donated
• Chef Faith will be able to order the needed produce 

at a discounted price
HOW YOU CAN HELP?
1. Financial support:  Your donations of any amount are 

needed. Donate online by selecting “other church 
payments” under the Mission Gifts tab or by check 
with the memo “Thanksgiving”. We do NOT want you 
donate any food items. Our new co-chairs are Bear 
Allen and Carol Broadbent. They will take care of the 
shopping! 

2. Volunteer: Are you available?
Group I Sunday. Nov. 22 @ 11:30-1:30 

Pack canned and packaged foods – 
Eight volunteers needed/Spahr Center

Group 2 Monday, Nov. 23 @ 12:00- 3:00 
Pack and sort the produce – 
Eight volunteers needed/Spahr Center

Group 3 Monday Nov. 23 @ 3:00- 5:00 
Five volunteers needed/Portico outside   
Greet recipients and load food in trunks

We are looking for volunteers from ages 11 and up 

that are physically able to do some lifting. Volunteers 
will need to follow COVID 19 guidelines  Contact 
Star in the church office at 216-932-7480/sknuckles@
firstbaptistcleveland.org to sign up for any of the above 
group time slots. 

If you are a member of the FBC congregation and are in 
need of Thanksgiving food assistance give your name to 
Rev. Burris, Rev. Gordon or Rev. Alexander-Haynes. 
May your giving to others this Thanksgiving bring you 
extra blessings as you gather around your table. 

by Fran Leanza

Our own Chancel Choir soprano 
soloist Angela Zawada will be 
presenting a vocal recital of classical 
works. The program will feature works 
by Handel, Mozart, Schumann, Faure 
and Samuel Barber, spanning several 
musical periods and languages. 
Visions of night and dreams trace a 
path through the program, from “O 
Sleep” from Handel’s oratorio Semele, to “Apres un reve” 
(After A Dream), to “Sure on this Shining Night.” The 
program also features fiery pieces like “Fleur jetee”, with 
its virtuosic piano score, to be performed by accomplished 
pianist Adam Whiting. Angela is very pleased to be 
presenting this program after months of preparation with 
her voice teacher, Richard Anderson. The recital is virtual 
and will be shown Nov. 8 after our livestream worship.

49ers – Angela Zawada by Fran Leanza

Come join us in these upcoming Sunday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday classes to grow in God’s Word. All of our 
Christian education activities have gone virtual. Complete 
the form on the class schedule page to be added to our 
email list so you are the first to find out about upcoming 
events and receive login instructions.

Wednesday Mornings 
Women’s Bible Study Class
Led by Sandra Alexander Haynes 
Starting at 10:00AM 
via Zoom conferencing

Your online Amazon purchases can benefit FBC! When 
you shop on smile.amazon.com. Products marked “Eligible 
for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages 
donate 0.5% of the purchase price to “First Baptist 
Church of Greater Cleveland” when you select it as your 
charitable organization… happy shopping!

Your Amazon 
Purchases

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tCa6TZIkmVMK9bkK7-sJKd3Hl4Le2DsK0uLAWpIyloE8nKggbIQRNkhmkXGYRLZtjFaC-h_7CHU3ui0GQPNCsI9WlLFAgFCJiUtUc2ziH6hvzT0qUZBQZDPoVDvAOl6c
tel: 2169327480
mailto:sknuckles%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20volunteer%20for%20the%20Thanksgiving%20Project.
mailto:sknuckles%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20volunteer%20for%20the%20Thanksgiving%20Project.
https://smile.amazon.com
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Sometimes I wonder if what we are all working so hard 
for is having a positive effect on others. My answer came 
unexpectedly in an email from Don and Middy Crellin 
Sunday after our October 11 service. The Crellins are 
currently living in retirement in Rochester, Minnesota.
Don was an Associate Pastor at First Baptist from 1999 to 
2003. He was originally hired by our then Senior Pastor 
Jim Cowin as “Visitation Pastor” but soon also became 
a driving force in the FBC Parish Nurse and Stephen 
Ministry Programs, still active programs today. When Jim 
Cowin left FBC Don filled the role of interim senior pastor 
until the arrival of Chris Bennet as our new senior pastor. 
These were difficult times in the life of FBC but Don’s 
steady hand and positive personality helped First Baptist 
survive, and in many ways, thrive.
When they arrived Don and his lovely wife Middy quickly 
endeared themselves to the congregation. They came 
to serve, not to be served. Deeply rooted in their faith 
they always had cheery smiles and enjoyed pleasant 
conversations with all they encountered. I still remember 
the time Don, a master of innovation who also had a 
very nice tenor voice, sang the Call to Worship from the 
Lectern one Sunday morning. I was ready to sign him up 
for our next Happy Ending Lyric Players production!
It was exciting to hear from the Crellins who sent this 
wonderful email after the Sunday, October 11 service. For me 
it validates all the hard work our staff and volunteers have 
been doing week after week. I hope you feel the same way!

A Voice from the Past with a Message for Today! by Mike Skerrit

Interested In Our Digital Library?

Access thousands of titles on your 
computer, tablet or phone for FREE! If 
you are currently using or interested 
using in using this library please let 
Sandra know through this form 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/rightnow

Music-making by its very nature is a social endeavor. 
Getting together to make music isn’t just about the music. 
It’s about being in creative relationships with like-minded 
individuals who work together to share their God-given 
talents with the larger community. It’s about the joy of 
putting together disparate talents that result in a moving 
experience for the audience. Such experiences bring 
people together in relationships built on respect for each 
other’s talents and the joy of making beautiful music together.
So when the coronavirus shut down virtually all musical 
activities at FBC, for members of the Chancel Choir, Bell 
Choir, Children’s Choir and most members of the Praise 
Team it was a real sense of loss for the participants. Not 
only were creative juices not flowing anymore, but the 
social relationships were suddenly shut down. Efforts 
to stay connected utilizing Zoom, Face Time and other 
options were nice, but poor alternatives to person-to-
person contact. And the end of this restrictive pandemic is 
not yet clearly in view.
BUT, all is not lost, at least not for the Bell Choir! 
Stephanie Price has found music for smaller groups of bell 
ringers that would be ideal for our Christmas Eve Lessons 
and Carols service at 7 PM. Holding rehearsals in the 
upcoming weeks in Spahr Center will feature great social 
distancing and wearing masks. Playing bells does not 
create the contagious virus-bearing “droplets” that singing 

Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way! by Mike Skerritt

On Oct. 11, 2020, 
at 5:39 PM, Donald 
Crellin wrote:
Dear Mike, this A.M. 
Middy and I viewed 
your worship service 
on our computer in 
our living room. Pastor 
had a very helpful 
message. What really moved our hearts with joy was to 
witness the commissioning of the Stephen Ministers in front 
of the Stephen stained glass window in the church. We 
can remember how much Mari Jenkins helped us initiate 
the parish nurse program and then trained to become a 
Stephen Minister too. In fact we had encouraged all our 
parish nurses to train for both programs. What a joy to see 
that both programs are still in order to bring the love of 
Jesus to the needs of the community of faith and outside 
the doors of the church. These programs also assisted the 
pastor in his services. Dee Goss and others like Mari realized 
that when our FB were having internal church problems 
these new programs would change the focus to loving and 
helping fulfill the mission of Christ. Praise God... And it 
still works today. Give our love and greetings to Mari. We 
pray that you and Kathy are well and enjoying life. Our 
last ministry at FB was icing on the cake. Some ministers 
retire from ministry with a drag. But your members were so 
supportive and loving. FB is the best!
We love you, Don & Middy Crellin

produces, so there is very little danger of contagion at 
rehearsals. When each piece is well-rehearsed it will be 
recorded and included in Lessons and Carols.
The first rehearsal was held Sunday, October 11 and 
attended by 6 bell ringers who had a great time. Bell 
Choir members Betty Daniels, Charie Babcock, Nancy 
Wheaton and Mike Skerritt were joined by new bell 
ringers David Cumming and Greg Bagley. A great 
time was had by all, and the music was pretty good 
considering the length of time since there has been a 
rehearsal. If you are interested in trying your hand(s) at 
bell ringing please contact Stephanie.

November 7, 2020  
8:00AM - 8:00PM 
A relaxing day of fancy food, fellowship, worship, crafts, 
and the outdoors! Please join us and have some time to 
relax and reset from our busy world! 
RSVP Deadline is November 1, 2020
RSVP Online at:  
christiancampohio.org/one-day-event-form.html

Koinonia Women’s Day 2020 by Mike Skerritt

October 3rd was our 
final Mobile Pantry 
for 2020. Thanks to 
the Greater Cleveland 
Food Bank we were 
able to distribute 
6,000 lbs. of apples, 
oranges, potatoes, 
bread and carrots 
to our guests this 
month. We were 
joined by the League 
of Woman Voters 
who were available to 
answer any questions 
related to the 
upcoming election 
or to register folks 
to vote, and by Oak 
Street Health representatives who were passing out free 
PEP to anyone on Medicare.
A big thank you to our dedicated team of FBC volunteers 
who gave up one or more Saturday mornings to help 
us this year. Such dedication is a true reflection of each 
of the following individual’s humanity and desire to help 
others: Faith Arnold, Greg Bagley, Heather Bell, Eric Belle, 
Alesia Black, Kevin Bouyer, Pastor Kregg and Ann Burris, 
Marty, Dana and Tara Capers, Stacy Garthrite, Subha 
Ghosh, Roby Gill, Karla, Kaitlyn and Evon Gocan, Monroe 
and Iris Goins, Jeff and Tammy Gordon, Anita and Marvin 
Hamdan, Tobili Hatcher, Debra Hegler, Traci Hixson, Kara 
Hungate, Nate, Skyler, Sierra and Kyran Hurle, Claude 
Kennard, Debbie Ketring, Kim Kidd Collins, John and Ian 
Marr, Tondra and Alona Miller, Kate Montoya, Carolyn Neal, 
Laura, Gene, Ari and Gia Preston, Delesia Robinson, Nanci 
and Phil Ruhoff, 
Jordan Stevens, 
Bria Szalay and 
Nancy Wheaton. 
We would also 
like to thank Faith 
Arnold who stock 
piled boxes for us 
to use and everyone 
who donated 
plastic bags.

October Food Giveaway by Karren Gill

A small group ate a box lunch in the courtyard and then 
went into the sanctuary to hear Monica Tandom.
She talked about her life as a girl in Germany during the 
war and moving from family to family as the situation 
worsened in Europe. Very interesting, and what courage 
she had to have to succeed to come to the United States.
Also on October 9th another small group gathered for 
lunch at the Welshfield Inn for lunch and to enjoy talking 
and seeing one another again.

49ers by Nancy Wheaton

This year we were blessed with an abundant crop of 
produce from the church garden. Tomatoes, squashes, 
peppers, green beans, eggplant and assorted herbs were 
donated to the Heights Emergency Food Center. As we 
prepare to put the garden to bed for the winter, a total 
of 475 pounds of produce has been donated. Join me in 
praising God for his gracious abundance!

FBC Hunger Garden by Tobili Sam-Yellowe

https://www.christiancampohio.org/one-day-event-form.html
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Online Classes Beginning
God calls us as believers to discover and use our 
spiritual gifts in order to grow the Church in Spirit 
and in numbers. More class videos and materials 
are now available online firstbaptistcleveland.org/
spiritual-gifts-classes. We are beginning our virtual Zoom 
classes, if you would like to join us please email spirit@
firstbaptistcleveland.org for login information .

abilities from God to grow the Church in Spirit and numbers

Every Sunday we join together virtually for our worship 
service. It is the next best thing to being here. It is a 
blended service with contemporary and traditional music. 
We may be separated but we can come together with 
everyone around the globe. We welcome you to tell a 
friend to join us no matter where they are. 
youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

FBC’s First Ever Virtual Mitten Tree – With Your Help We Can Make It Happen! by April Shepherd

This Christmas is going to be different than most we have 
celebrated in many years. The current pandemic has 
changed the lives of so many around our neighborhood 
and city.
We have a little money in our Mission & Social Concerns 
budget for the “Mitten Tree” but need your help to 
assist these agencies. Your donations of any amount 
are needed. Donate online by selecting “other church 
payments” under the Mission Gifts tab or write a check 
with the words “Mitten Tree” in the memo.
We have three volunteers who are willing to shop for 
you to fill the Mitten Tree requests for Nora’s House and 
Fairhill Partners.
NORA’S HOUSE
Northeast Ohio Recovery Association, Inc.(NORA):  
Provides outpatient and inpatient substance abuse 
treatment. The women we are helping this Christmas are 
in a locked cottage receiving intensive therapy services 
through individual and group counseling. These ladies 
all have children that will be brought to visit them before 
Christmas. We are collecting gift items that the women 
will give to their children ages 1-18.

FAIRHILL PARTNERS 
Here is a chance to help buy a gift for a specific child 
being raised by the grandparent. As a parent I know that 
it is sometimes a challenge to raise just one child so I 
can’t even begin to imagine grandparents and sometimes 
great grandparents raising grandchildren! We will be 
shopping for specific gift requests for these grandchildren.
We will purchase items for the following programs as we 
receive your donations or you can leave requested items 
at church where you will find marked boxes for your gifts.  
The church office is open during normal business hours.

LABRE MINISTRY PROGRAM 
AT JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY
Last year we collected 437 pairs of warm socks that were 
distributed by JCU students through their Labre ministry 
program. Each Friday night from Sept – May these 
students go into our city and give food & socks to people 
living on our streets – in doorways, under bridges, etc. 
This year they are also asking for hand sanitizer, masks 
and socks. 
jcu.edu/student-life/getting-involved/campus-ministry/
social-justice/labre-project

NEW LIFE AT CALVARY CHURCH
It has become our tradition at the January hot meals 
served to have some small gift for each of our guests. 
These little surprise gifts of lotion, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, hand soap, tissues, and lip balm will be added to 
the hot meal bag that will be passed out on Jan. 22nd. 

MEN’S SHELTER AT 2100 LAKESIDE
With your financial donations we will buy some new socks 
and bed pillows. We will gladly accept your gifts of gently 
used shoes, boots, winter clothing, warm hats and gloves 
that will be delivered by January 10th.

Calvary Meals For The Homeless

Friday, November 27 at 4:00 PM
Our provision of hot meals on the fourth Friday of each 
month is still proceeding during the coronavirus pandemic, 
thanks to thinking outside the box to put food inside the 
(takeout) box!
Our next meal service will be on Friday, Nov. 27, 2020, 
from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. at New Life at Calvary, located 
at the corner of East 79th Street and Euclid Avenue. We 
hope you can join us for all or part of the time. If you 
are not able to attend, no worries. Maybe you’d like to 
donate a food item or bring your clean restaurant takeout 
containers to FBC. If you have any questions or interest 
in assisting with this ministry, please contact Tina Marr – 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary

by Tina Marr

Stephen Ministry Peer 
Supervision meetings 
continue to meet every 
3 weeks on Mondays, 
at 7:00PM. Our next 
meeting is Nov. 16th.
If anyone is in 
need of a Stephen 
Minister during this 
difficult time, send a request to stephenministry@
firstbaptistcleveland.org or visit firstbaptistcleveland.org/
first-baptist-online/prayer-requests.

Stephen Ministry by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

The Intercessory prayer meeting continues by phone at 
6:15PM on Thursdays. Send prayer requests or request 
instructions to join our group by emailing prayer@
firstbaptistcleveland.org.

Intercessory Prayer by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins
by Jennifer Whatley-Williams

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritual-gifts-classes
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritual-gifts-classes
mailto:spirit%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Please%20send%20me%20information%20to%20join%20the%20Spiritual%20Gifts%20class.
mailto:spirit%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Please%20send%20me%20information%20to%20join%20the%20Spiritual%20Gifts%20class.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q
http://jcu.edu/student-life/getting-involved/campus-ministry/social-justice/labre-project
http://jcu.edu/student-life/getting-involved/campus-ministry/social-justice/labre-project
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary/


 

 
 

 

  

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: November 1, 2020 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Carolyn Neal 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Melinda Burns

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Dana Capers 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Dan Mizener

Finance and Property: Monroe Goins

Missions & Social Concerns: Annette Szalay

Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2020 FBC Lay Leadership

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?

firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons

Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon - Associate Pastor/
Business Administrator
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes -  
Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Office 
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.

Music Ministries
Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music
The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director
Marketing/Photography/Video
Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media 

Serving in Ministry

 
Send content for the next issue by Nov. 15th to Greg 
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Dec 1 

http://firstbaptistcleveland.org
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Question%20About%20First%20Baptist%20Church
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Tower%20Tiding%20Content%20Included

