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Tower Tidings

We will be meeting on Sunday mornings 
in the sanctuary as long as the risk of 
COVID-19 is low. We will contine to 
Livestream the service. The FBC children 
and youth will continue their virtual groups.
Here are some instructions for connecting 
with us during this COVID-19 pandemic. 
All of the brown underlined links are 
clickable. Bookmark our Church Updates 
page. Our worship service is streamed 
LIVE Sunday morning on YouTube 
while previous videos can be viewed 
anytime on our YouTube Channel. Our 
Wednesdays in the Word classes are 
available through digital conferencing; 
sign up to receive instructions via email. 

Sunday Discipleship Hour is available 
through Zoom conferencing. Our youth 
are active in their online Zoom meetings 
Sunday mornings.
Our children get together online Sundays 
so please sign up to get on the children’s 
email list. Our Spiritual Gifts classes are 
online, you can find them on the web 
page. If you have anyone who needs our 
prayers please submit a request online for 
our prayer team. Stay healthy! If you have 
any trouble accessing any of our activities 
or have challenges using technology call 
Pastor Kregg 216-882-8555 and he can 
connect you with someone who can help!

Cautiously Together At A Distance

   You make known to me the 

path of life; you
 will fill me  

    with joy in your presence, 

with eternal pleasures at   

           your right hand.
Psalm 16:11

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/youth-group/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/updates/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/wednesdays/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/discipleship-hour/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/youth-group/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritual-gifts-classes/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/first-baptist-online/prayer-requests/
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About two months ago, someone asked me about a 
pastor from Eastern Kentucky who has an online video 
claiming to have been given specific prophecies on 
2020 and perhaps the end of the world. While traveling 
through North Carolina on a short vacation, we picked 
up a Christian radio station in which this pastor, Dana 
Coverstone, was being interviewed as a prophecy 
expert given the reverence of celebrity.
Pastor Dana is a bi-vocational pastor of Living Word 
Ministries, an Assemblies of God church in Burkesville, 
KY with a population of 1,500 since 2010.
In June, Pastor Coverstone shared a video that has now 
been viewed over one million times in which he claims 
to have had dreams about the future. His first dream 
was given in January in which he claimed to have 
predicted the coronavirus pandemic in March, a second 
dream warned of the social unrest across America in 
June, and a third dream warns of “something” “big” to 
take place in September with something “bigger” to hit 
our country in November. 
Yes, I watched his videos and no, you don’t need to. 
His prediction of COVID-19 wasn’t claimed until after 
the pandemic hit (I told you so-afterwards) and even 
his second dream of civil unrest over the George Flyod’s 
death was actually in May not June, and it doesn’t take 
a vision from God to predict chaos facing our nation 
in November. As far as September’s calamity he’s not 
specific but something ‘big.’ There’s already been massive 
wildfires in the West, threats of hurricanes along the 
Gulf and South East Coast, worry over a violatile stock 
market, or fear of a half a dozen other “big events” that 
a person could lay claim to such a prediction. 
He encourages Christians to pray and prepare for civil 
unrest (get your guns and head for the hills). Prepare 
for the end.
Since his first video has gone viral, Pastor Dana has been 
sharing lots of other visions and has found himself the toast 
of churches and Christian talk shows across the nation. 
He reminds me of a pastor I knew many years ago. 
The pastor ruled the congregation with “it’s me or the 

highway” pseudo-spirituality. When the congregation 
challenged him, he shared that God had given him re-
assurance in a vision. To go against the pastor was to 
go against God. The church spilt, and he was afterwards 
caught stealing money from the church. In this, he did 
great harm to the work of God.
I don’t know Pastor Dana, but listening to his interview 
he sounded to me more like someone who craved 
attention rather than being a humble servant of God.
The only thing that I would agree with Pastor Dana is 
his call to prayer. These are the days filled with anxiety 
and fear. The struggle for equity and call for justice 
seems oppressed by powerful and privileged. Conflict is 
found on the streets of our cities and covetous hearts 
within corporate America, all the while God’s children 
are too eager to place their faith in man rather than God. 
We have always been called to prayer. I like how the 
Message provides our response to the times we live in 
today from Ephesians 5:11-16.

Don’t waste your time on useless work, mere 
busywork, the barren pursuits of darkness. Expose 
these things for the sham they are. It’s a scandal 
when people waste their lives on things they must do 
in the darkness where no one will see. Rip the cover 
off those frauds and see how attractive they look in 
the light of Christ.
Wake up from your sleep, 
Climb out of your coffins; 
Christ will show you the light!
So watch your step. Use your head. Make the most 
of every chance you get. These are desperate times!

Let’s expose the darkness by living for Christ in the light.

In love- in Christ,

The Call to Prayer 

Preschool & Elementary 
FBC Children’s 
October Schedule 
 
Preschoolers and K-4 are 
meeting with Carly online.

Hero Headquarters
Sundays @4:30 PM
During our Children’s Ministry Hero 
Headquarter weekly online meetings 
we are continuing the series “What is 
a Christian?” which is a study based 
in 1 John. 

So & So Show 
Watch Party 
Every Other Wed. @6:45PM
Join our e-mail list for Children’s 
Ministry events, weekly lessons, and 
meeting information. Fill out the form 
at firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-
youth/childrens-ministries. We would 
love for you to join us!

Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor

I once was blind but now I see (Mark 8:22-26). This is 
the theme for the 2020 World Mission Offering.
We see God at work in so many hopeful ways through 
our global servants. Jesus rescues us out of darkness so 
we can see him and so he can use us to help open the 
eyes of others.
One Sunday in October will be devoted to the World 
Mission Offering. Your participation will help our global 
servants and partners rebuild and re-establish ministries 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and crisis. Your 
gifts supply the practical support needed so that we can 
help others see Christ more clearly.

Children’s Education

by Annette M. Szalay World Mission Offering

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
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Simon Bopple Completes 
Eagle Scout Project at FBC
 
Simon Bopple, the son of Steve and Jennifer 
Bopple, recently completed his Eagle Scout 
project at FBC. Simon’s project was the 

plaster repair and repainting of one of the 
offices on the second floor of the Fairmount 

hallway. Nationally, only 4% of scouts advance to eagle 
rank – the highest rank of scouting. Simon’s brother, Jake, 
also made eagle rank and performed a service project at 
the church several years ago. Our congratulations goes to 
Simon for this milestone accomplishment, with our thanks 
for serving his church in the process!

Into the Word –  
Women’s Group 
by Anne Graham Lotz 
Led by Martha Lant and 
Sandra Alexander-Haynes 
Starting at 6:30PM via 
Zoom conferencing
Led by Tobili Sam-Yellow 
Starting at 7:30PM via 
telephone conferencing

Thursdays 
Led by Sandra Alexander-Haynes 
Starting at 7:30PM via 
telephone conferencing
The Women’s Bible study group is embarking on a new 
study titled Into the Word. This study includes 52 life-
altering Bible lessons. As noted by the author, “These fifty-
two weekly studies emphasize personal application and will 
draw you directly into God’s Word…to love Him more.
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-sleeves look at 
Scripture.” Each lesson contains a short reflection that 
considers our present-day way of life, but the richness in 
the lessons stem from the connections to Scriptures in the 
Old and New Testaments.
As explained by the publisher, the author does not attempt 
to explain her interpretation of the Scriptures, but through 
questioning leads the reader to personally dig into Scripture. 
So please join the Women’s Bible Study on Wednesday or 
Thursday to discover God’s message for yourself!

Sunday Discipleship Hour
Lessons from Esther-From 
Providence to Purpose 
by Dr. Tony Evans 
Led by Marty Capers 
Starting at 12:00 PM 
via Zoom conferencing
As stated by Dr. Evans, 
this Bible study will help 
us take an in-depth look 
at the Book of Esther. The 
Book of Esther is the only 
one that does not directly 
refer to God. However, 
God is there guiding 
Esther on her “pathway to 
purpose.” As noted by the 
author, this Bible study will help you:
“Recognize the power of providence amid your personal 
pain, fear, gain, loss, and love. Realize that God has a 
purpose for your life. Understand how God uses every 
action and event that occurs in your life to make His 
purpose a reality.”
What an incredible Bible study, for a time such as this!
firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule

Come join us in these upcoming Sunday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday classes to grow in God’s Word. All of our 
Christian education activities have gone virtual. Complete 
the form on the class schedule page to be added to our 
email list so you are the first to find out about upcoming 
events and receive login instructions.

Wednesdays in the Word  
Romans 1-7 For You – 
Men’s Group 
by Dr. Timothy Keller 
Led by Eddie Wills 
Starting at 7:00PM via 
Zoom conferencing
The men are beginning 
an in-depth study of the 
book of Romans. In this 
study, Dr. Keller, “leads you 
through the first seven 
chapters of Romans, 
showing how the gospel 
message of righteousness 
received by faith changes 
our perspective of God, our 
lives, and our eternity.” 
Join the Men’s Bible 
Study starting at 7 on 
Wednesday evenings 
and dive into the biblical book that reads like a “course in 
theology, with an essential characteristic of God at the core 
of the curriculum—His righteousness.” Indeed, this study 
will engage your mind, encourage you to reexamine your 
commitment to Christ, and enhance your understanding of 
God’s abounding grace.
AHA:  The God Moment 
That Changes Everything - 
All Adult’s Group Begins 9/9 
by Kyle Idleman 
Led by Pastor Jeff Gordon 
and Tammy Gordon 
New Class Begins Sept. 9th 
Starting at 7:00PM via 
Zoom conferencing
Have you ever experienced 
a spiritual “aha” moment? 
An amazing, spectacular 
moment of insightful 
connection to God? Pastor 
Idleman has listened to 
many stories from people 
about their personal aha 
moments. In AHA, “he 
shares the common threads from their stories, and the story 
of the prodigal son that will help you reconnect with the 
love of our heavenly Father.” Based on Biblical truths, he 
summarizes three important elements (Awakening, Honesty, 
Action) that will move you nearer to God and change your 
life forever.

Christian Education Schedule

Stephen Ministry Peer 
Supervision meetings 
continue to meet every 
3 weeks on Mondays, 
at 7:00PM. Our next 
meeting is Oct 5th.
If anyone is in 
need of a Stephen 
Minister during this 
difficult time, send a request to stephenministry@
firstbaptistcleveland.org or visit firstbaptistcleveland.org/
first-baptist-online/prayer-requests.

Stephen Ministry by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

The Intercessory prayer 
meeting continues by 

phone at 6:00PM on Thursdays. Send prayer requests or 
request instructions to join our group by emailing prayer@
firstbaptistcleveland.org.

Intercessory 
Prayer 
by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

2nd Tina Marie Darrisaw
3rd Charley Cicco
5th Virginia Aveni
6th Miles Arnold Sr.

12th Jasmine Berry
12th Stephen Bopple
16th Brittney Ragin
17th Dean Dabson

19th Kay Kennard
24th Kelley Pernicone
24th Lakecia Wild
26th Katie Owens

28th Shalesha Andrews
28th Nancy Wheaton

October 
Birthdays

Calvary Meals For The Homeless

Friday, October 23 at 4:00 PM
Our meal service at Calvary continues to go very 
smoothly. There are four of us who have been the 
backbone of preparing takeout meals so that both 
volunteers and guests can be safe during COVID-19. Liz 
Gockel, Yan Ling, John Marr, and I have been heating the 
food and then boxing up about 50 meals each month. 
Over the summer months we’ve been providing two beef 
hot dogs in buns, baked beans, potato salad, green beans 
or corn, two pieces of fruit, cookies, and bottled water.
Our greatest need at the moment is for hot food takeout 
containers, so if any of you have been carrying out food 
from your favorite restaurant, please remember Calvary 
and bring your clean containers to our Calvary closet, 
which is in the same hallway as the Fireside kitchen. We 
will certainly put them to good use.
I’d like to thank everyone who has been continuing to donate 
either actual food items or making monetary donations 
earmarked for Calvary. You all have been a big part of 
keeping this mission going. And I’d also like to thank those of 
you who have been joining me at New Life at Calvary these 
past several months. Your work has been much appreciated!
Our next meal service will be the fourth Friday in October, 
which is October 23 between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., at New 
Life at Calvary, located at the intersection of 79th Street 
and Euclid Avenue.firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary

by Tina Marr

God calls us as believers to discover and use our 
spiritual gifts in order to grow the Church in Spirit 
and in numbers. More class videos and materials 
are now available online firstbaptistcleveland.org/
spiritual-gifts-classes

abilities from God to grow the Church in Spirit and numbers

As the risk of COVID-19 stays low we will have our in-
person service on Sundays. Every Sunday we will continue 
to join together virtually for our Livestream worship 
service in case you would rather worship from home or 
on the go. It is the next best thing to being here. It is a 
blended service with contemporary and traditional music. 
We may be separated but we can come together with 
everyone around the globe. We welcome you to tell a 
friend to join us no matter where they are. 
youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

Spiritual Gifts Class #4 is now available online!
by Jennifer Whatley-Williams

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule/
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritual-gifts-classes
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritual-gifts-classes
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q
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Feeding The Masses

Saturday, October 3 at 10:00 AM 
Our September 12th Mobile Pantry was busier than 
ever! In addition to food, we passed out school supplies, 
books and offered help to anyone affected by addiction. 
A big thank you everyone who contributed to our school 
supply collection! We were able to put together 50 
bags to giveaway. Students in the Children’s Center’s 
temporary virtual learners program not only helped 
assemble the bags but they wrote handwritten back to 
school notes meant to encourage the recipient. As part 
of the Rock of Faith grant, a team from Project DAWN 
(Deaths Avoided With Naxolone) was available to share 
information on opioid addiction and to offer Naloxone 
(narcan) kits. Our guests also went home with produce 
including corn, applies, cabbage, oranges and tomatoes 
from the Cleveland Food Bank, which our amazing 
volunteers helped to bag and box. We served 446 people 
in our community! Our final distribution for this year 
will be October 3rd from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. Please 
help us spread the word! For further information, visit 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/food-giveaway.

by Karen Cass-Gill

What a mighty God we serve! Our 
first virtual women’s conference was 
a tremendous sucess. With over 75 
participants our virtual rooms were packed 
with amazing women from across the nation 
eager to connect with each other. The 
women prayed together, participated in soul-
nurturing activities, and heard a powerful 
message. Thanks to Rev. Danita Harris 
for the wonderful message she shared. 

Women’s Conference Wrap-up

PADS First Annual Feminine 
Hygiene Product Donation Drive

by Delesia Robinson
If any of you are like me, you are feeling the weight of 
this pandemic. I have wanted to give up and put my head 
in the sand. However, there is a small still, somewhat 
nagging voice encouraging me to press on and put one 
foot in front of the other. God has continued to call me to 
serve, even when I have doubts. Earlier this year another 
class of Cleveland Life Institute graduated. The class was 
comprised of experts and novice, with a common goal 
to support the efforts of Pride Among Daughters and 
Sisters. Our goals included increasing awareness in our 
community, and if not end period poverty, make an impact 
to ease its effects, one female at a time. In 2019 a survey 
by Reuter’s Health, revealed that one in five females 
struggle with affording feminine hygiene items. Imagine 
the impact that would have on someone attending school, 
going to a job, on an interview etc. 
Our “dream big” goal is to one day have a PADS bank, 
and be the “go to place in Cleveland” for feminine hygiene 
products such as sanitary napkins, tampons, menstrual 
cups, wipes etc. We would support or partner with 
shelters, transitional housing, drug rehabilitation centers, 
the homeless, medical clinics, schools and other charitable 
organizations that serve individuals that are marginalized.
We cannot reach our goals without your support! On 
Saturday October 24th, 2020(Official) “Make a Difference 
Day” PADS will host our first annual community feminine 
hygiene product drive at 3630 Fairmount Blvd., Shaker 
Heights, Ohio 44118 from 10am-2pm. You will be able 
to stay in your car, drive up and donate in kind products. 
While supplies last we will also pass out free masks and 
hand sanitizer. If you are in a club, group or sorority I 
encourage you to reach to your cohorts to see if they can 
make a bulk donation to our cause. It may be easier if you 
collect the items beforehand, and one person does the 
drop off. If you want to make a monetary donation mail it 
to FBC office attention PADS, and they will make sure we 
receive it. I am excited and look forward to our big day! 

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/food-giveaway/


 

 
 

 

  

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: October 1, 2020 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Carolyn Neal 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Melinda Burns

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Dana Capers 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Dan Mizener

Finance and Property: Monroe Goins

Missions & Social Concerns: Annette Szalay

Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2020 FBC Lay Leadership

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?

firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons

Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon - Associate Pastor/
Business Administrator
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes -  
Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Office 
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.

Music Ministries
Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music
The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director
Marketing/Photography/Video
Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media 

Serving in Ministry

 
Send content for the next issue by Oct. 15th to Greg 
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Nov. 1 

http://firstbaptistcleveland.org
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Question%20About%20First%20Baptist%20Church
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Tower%20Tiding%20Content%20Included

