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Tower Tidings

As the children go back to school either 
in person or virtually, we look to make the 
best of the new norm! The FBC children 
and youth will continue their virtual groups.
Here are some instructions for connecting 
with us during this COVID-19 pandemic. 
All of the blue underlined links are 
clickable. Bookmark our Church Updates 
page. Our worship service is streamed 
LIVE Sunday morning on YouTube 
while previous videos can be viewed 
anytime on our YouTube Channel. Our 
Wednesdays in the Word classes are 
available through digital conferencing; 
sign up to receive instructions via email. 

Sunday Discipleship Hour is available 
through Zoom conferencing. Our youth 
are active in their online Zoom meetings 
Sunday mornings.
Our children get together online Sundays 
so please sign up to get on the children’s 
email list. Our Spiritual Gifts classes are 
online, you can find them on the web 
page. If you have anyone who needs our 
prayers please submit a request online for 
our prayer team. Stay healthy! If you have 
any trouble accessing any of our activities 
or have challenges using technology call 
Pastor Kregg 216-882-8555 and he can 
connect you with someone who can help!

Learning The New Normal

A disciple is not above his teacher, 
but everyone when he is fully 
trained will be like his teacher.
                     Luke 6:40 ESV

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/youth-group/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/updates/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/wednesdays/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/discipleship-hour/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/youth-group/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritual-gifts-classes/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/first-baptist-online/prayer-requests/
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A young couple were taking a road trip as part of their 
vacation. The husband loved the feel of the open road 
with a fresh, new world to explore around every turn.  
For this reason, he would turn off all navigation devices 
and would randomly make a decision to go right or 
left at any given crossroad. His wife hated that sort 
of spontaneity. She was by nature ‘the planner’ who 
wanted a schedule, a selected route, and details about 
the road ahead.  Most of all, she wanted a defined 
destination rather than “ending up somewhere” which is 
how her husband described his method.  
For the husband, the uncertainty added to the sense 
of adventure. For the wife, the uncertainty added to a 
sense of fear and panic. As could be imagined, it wasn’t 
an enjoyable trip for either one when the other got 
behind the wheel as they took turns driving.
COVID-19 has been uncharted territory for all of us 
along this journey of 2020. There have been some who 
have thrived in the adrenaline of change of routine, 
such as working from home and spending more time 
with the family. These adventurers have enjoyed 
more time for home cooking, doing projects around 
the home, and learning to master new technology. 
Meanwhile others have fearfully watched the news 
(including the Governor’s daily Covid-19 updates) 
while mapping the spread of this deadly virus. These 
uncertain times have raised their level of anxiety 
and instilled a careful set of protocols to be followed 
including the wearing of masks, washing hands, and 
staying home. 
One thing is for certain, regardless which of the couple we 
most resemble, we have all been on this journey together. 
While this has turned out to be a long journey, we have 
not yet arrived at the end of a final destination. Yet, 
we can learn and grow through the trials and testing 
of our faith.  One surprising result of the pandemic 
according to Pew Research center is that a vast majority 
of Americans say their faith has been strengthened “The 
COVID-19 pandemic, which has transformed virtually 
every aspect of public life in America, also has touched 

a very intimate part of Americans’ lives: their religious 
faith and worship habits.”
Some Americans say their religious faith has 
strengthened as a result of the outbreak, even as the 
vast majority of U.S. churchgoers report that their 
congregations have closed regular worship services to 
the public.
One-quarter of U.S. adults overall (24%) say their 
faith has become stronger because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, while just 2% say their faith has become 
weaker. The majority say their faith hasn’t changed 
much (47%) or that the question isn’t applicable 
because they were not religious to begin with (26%).”1

We have have a tenative date of September 27th for 
reopening the building so that in person Sunday Worship 
can resume. COVID-19 may alter those plans. As that 
time nears we will be announcing it many ways in order 
to reach everyone. Our highest priority will always be 
the health and safety of our congregation. 
Therefore, we continue the journey being patient 
with others who are along with us on the trip who 
may be experiencing the uncertain twists and turns 
differently from ourselves. Let love for each other be 
the over-riding virtue along the way, knowing that God 
above offers us  a place of security and by faith, a 
level of certainty knowing His promise, “Be strong and 
courageous, do not be afraid, for I will never leave you, 
nor forsake you!” Deuteronomy 31:6.
Blessings as we travel along,

____________
1. https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/30/
few-americans-say-their-house-of-worship-is-open-
but-a-quarter-say-their-religious-faith-has-grown-amid-
pandemic/

A Journey to Somewhere

Preschool & Elementary Children’s 
September Schedule 
 
Preschoolers and K-4 are 
meeting with Carly online.

Hero Headquarter Virtual Meetings 
This summer, we are continuing the series “What is a 
Christian?” which is a study based in 1 John. Fill out the 
form at firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-
ministries if you would like to join us!

Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor

Back to School Drive Thru Bash!
The Christian Ed team had a great time on Sunday 
August 23rd seeing our students in-person at our Back 
to School Drive Thru Bash! We handed out backpacks 
and school supplies, played Bible trivia, ate some 
candy, and enjoyed the beautiful afternoon together. 
We also had four lucky winners take home one of two 
raffle prizes: a giant Connect 4 or a Spikeball Set. 
Thanks to all who came out!

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/30/few-americans-say-their-house-of-worship-is-open-but-a-quarter-say-their-religious-faith-has-grown-amid-pandemic/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/30/few-americans-say-their-house-of-worship-is-open-but-a-quarter-say-their-religious-faith-has-grown-amid-pandemic/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/30/few-americans-say-their-house-of-worship-is-open-but-a-quarter-say-their-religious-faith-has-grown-amid-pandemic/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/30/few-americans-say-their-house-of-worship-is-open-but-a-quarter-say-their-religious-faith-has-grown-amid-pandemic/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
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Into the Word –  
Women’s Group 
by Anne Graham Lotz 
Led by Martha Lant and 
Sandra Alexander-Haynes 
Starting at 6:30PM via 
Zoom conferencing
Led by Tobili Sam-Yellow 
Starting at 7:30PM via 
telephone conferencing

Thursdays 
Led by Sandra Alexander-Haynes 
Starting at 7:30PM via 
telephone conferencing
The Women’s Bible study group is embarking on a new 
study titled Into the Word. This study includes 52 life-
altering Bible lessons. As noted by the author, “These fifty-
two weekly studies emphasize personal application and will 
draw you directly into God’s Word…to love Him more.
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-sleeves look at 
Scripture.”  Each lesson contains a short reflection that 
considers our present-day way of life, but the richness in 
the lessons stem from the connections to Scriptures in the 
Old and New Testaments.
As explained by the publisher, the author does not attempt 
to explain her interpretation of the Scriptures, but through 
questioning leads the reader to personally dig into Scripture. 
So please join the Women’s Bible Study on Wednesday or 
Thursday to discover God’s message for yourself!

Sunday Discipleship Hour
Lessons from Esther-From 
Providence to Purpose 
by Dr. Tony Evans 
Led by Marty Capers 
Starting at 11:15 AM 
via Zoom conferencing
As stated by Dr. Evans, 
this Bible study will help 
us take an in-depth look 
at the Book of Esther. The 
Book of Esther is the only 
one that does not directly 
refer to God. However, 
God is there guiding 
Esther on her “pathway to 
purpose.” As noted by the 
author, this Bible study will help you:
“Recognize the power of providence amid your personal 
pain, fear, gain, loss, and love. Realize that God has a 
purpose for your life. Understand how God uses every 
action and event that occurs in your life to make His 
purpose a reality.”
What an incredible Bible study, for a time such as this!
firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule

Come join us in these upcoming Sunday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday classes to grow in God’s Word. All of our 
Christian education activities have gone virtual. Complete 
the form on the class schedule page to be added to our 
email list so you are the first to find out about upcoming 
events and receive login instructions.

Wednesdays in the Word  
Romans 1-7 For You – 
Men’s Group 
by Dr. Timothy Keller 
Led by Eddie Wills 
Starting at 7:00PM via 
Zoom conferencing
The men are beginning 
an in-depth study of the 
book of Romans.  In this 
study, Dr. Keller, “leads you 
through the first seven 
chapters of Romans, 
showing how the gospel 
message of righteousness 
received by faith changes 
our perspective of God, 
our lives, and our 
eternity.”  Join the Men’s 
Bible Study starting at 
7 on Wednesday evenings and dive into the biblical book 
that reads like a “course in theology, with an essential 
characteristic of God at the core of the curriculum—His 
righteousness.”  Indeed, this study will engage your mind, 
encourage you to reexamine your commitment to Christ, 
and enhance your understanding of God’s abounding grace.
AHA:  The God Moment 
That Changes Everything - 
All Adult’s Group Begins 9/9 
by Kyle Idleman 
Led by Pastor Jeff Gordon 
and Tammy Gordon 
New Class Begins Sept. 9th 
Starting at 7:00PM via 
Zoom conferencing
Have you ever experienced 
a spiritual “aha” moment? 
An amazing, spectacular 
moment of insightful 
connection to God? Pastor 
Idleman has listened to 
many stories from people 
about their personal aha 
moments. In AHA, “he 
shares the common threads from their stories, and the story 
of the prodigal son that will help you reconnect with the 
love of our heavenly Father.” Based on Biblical truths, he 
summarizes three important elements (Awakening, Honesty, 
Action) that will move you nearer to God and change your 
life forever.

Christian Education Schedule

Ever Wonder…….. by Mike Skerritt

Stephen Ministry Peer 
Supervision meetings 
continue to meet every 
3 weeks on Mondays, 
at 7:00PM. Our next 
meeting is Sept 14th.
If anyone is in 
need of a Stephen 
Minister during this 
difficult time, send a request to stephenministry@
firstbaptistcleveland.org or visit firstbaptistcleveland.org/
first-baptist-online/prayer-requests.

Stephen Ministry by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

I came to Cleveland in 1956 from New Jersey where I 
was born and raised. I had been accepted as a freshman 
engineering student at Case Institute of Technology. 
At that time Case was a stand-alone technical college 
unaffiliated with Western Reserve University, the campus 
of which shared a common border just west of Adelbert 
Road in University Circle. It wasn’t until 1967 that the 
two schools joined in a sort of joint venture that gave 
us Case Western Reserve University, a venture that as 
freshmen we had been told would never happen because 
of provisions against such a union that were included in 
Leonard Case’s will.
But at the time I never questioned where such a name as 
“Western Reserve” came from, or what it meant. It wasn’t 
until 1988 when I took a job for two years in Groton, 
Connecticut that I found out what the term “Western 
Reserve” meant. It turns out that “Western Reserve” is 
an historical reference to the northeast corner of Ohio! 
Who knew?! And I bet most people in NE Ohio still don’t 
know. It wasn’t until I made a friend in Connecticut that I 
became aware of the meaning of “Western Reserve.” Let 
me explain.
In 1662 when King Charles II of England granted a 
charter to a colony of settlers in Connecticut he had no 
idea how big this new country was, so he granted the 
settlers territory from the Atlantic Ocean all the way to 
the Pacific Ocean. Yes, Connecticut used to have beaches 
along the Pacific Ocean. Royal grants also had created 
New York and Pennsylvania creating a conflict that in 
1782 was settled under the Articles of Confederation. 
Connecticut finally gave up much of its claim in 1786 
to parts of New York and Pennsylvania in exchange 
for paying off its Revolutionary War debt, but retained 
ownership of a 120 mile swath of land bordered on the 
north by Lake Erie, the east by the Pennsylvania state 
line, on the south by the 41 degrees north latitude 

The Intercessory prayer meeting continues by phone at 
6:00PM on Thursdays. Send prayer requests or request 
instructions to join our group by emailing prayer@
firstbaptistcleveland.org.

Intercessory Prayer by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

5th Milan Freeman
6th Jane Pernicone
8th Tanya Jones
10th Stacy Garthrite

11th John Marr
12th Audrey Rush
15th Theon Jones
16th Teresa Demio

17th Sheral Jones
21st Olney Dekker
21st James Sutherin
25th Anita Bartel

25th Victor Bull
26th Paul Eickmann
27th Candace Lumpkin
30th Kristin Roberts 

September 
Birthdays

(roughly 3 miles 
south of Ohio 
State Route 224), 
and stretching 
almost to 
Sandusky on the 
west, a total of 
about 3,000,000 
acres.
This tract of 
land was called 
the Connecticut 
Western Reserve, 
and that’s how 
the term came to 
be. In due time 
Connecticut sold the Western Reserve to a group of land 
developers with the expectation that it would be sold 
to citizens of Connecticut who had lost their homes and 
possessions to fires during the Revolutionary War. Hence 
at one time is was also called “The Firelands.” As the land 
was gradually sold to individuals, Connecticut no longer 
had any claim on its “Western Reserve,” and the land was 
absorbed into the new state of Ohio.
As an interesting side note, Moses Cleaveland came to 
the Western Reserve in 1833 to survey this territory 
and divide it up into 5 mile square townships. His name 
was changed permanently in people’s minds when a 
local newspaper misspelled his name as “Cleveland” as 
opposed to “Cleaveland” because it took fewer letters on 
the page.
Now you know where names such as Western Reserve 
University, Western Reserve Hospital, Western Reserve 
Historical Society, Western Reserve Asphalt Company, 
Western Reserve Bakery, etc., etc. come from!

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule/
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When the world shut down in March, I found myself hitting 
a brick wall. Wave after wave of uncertainty washed over me 
and I found myself struggling for the first time in a long time 
with my sobriety. I was not alone in my struggle as those in 
recovery or those who needed help in overcoming addiction 
lost access to traditional resources due to shutdown. With 
this in mind, a group of talented individuals came together 
to create an event that would lift up this issue and help 
individuals connect with the resources they need to either 
help themselves or someone they love.
This year we have been blessed with a grant to share 
information about addiction, recovery, and the support 
systems that are out there for those who are suffering. Rock 
of Faith: Community Conversations is designed to bring the 
conversation of addiction and recovery into your home. While 
these discussions are uncomfortable and sometimes painful, 
it is important to ensure that we have them. By confronting 
the uncomfortable we can move forward together in the 
hope of eradicating the disease of addiction. It is a disease 
that affects every race, religion, nationality, gender, sexual 
preference, economic status, education level, political 
affiliation, and to a certain extent age. With community 
partners, addiction experts, and a variety of panelists and 
performers; you can be sure that you will begin to fill your 
toolbox with the things you need to begin the conversation.
Rock of Faith: Community Conversations is a 4-part series 
of live virtual events geared toward answering 4 questions. 
All of the virtual events will be available through the 
First Baptist Church YouTube Channel. To register for the 
webinars, visit firstbaptistcleveland.org.
August 29th at 7PM 
How Will I Know?
Join addiction professionals Dr. Parran, Dr. Psarras, and 
Carole Negus as they discuss the various signs and 
symptoms of opioid use disorder. Learn how to tell if your 
loved one needs help and the staggering truth behind the 
disease of addiction.

September 5th at 7PM 
How Can I Help?
Tune in for a candid conversation with Pastor Kregg and 
Youth Director Ship Collins, as they explore the role the 
church plays in supporting those in recovery. Also, learn 
about a life saving medication called Naloxone and how 
parents can positively engage with their children in difficult 
topics.
September 12th from 10AM-12PM 
Information Session
We will be distributing information and Narcan® kits to those 
in need at our Portico entrance.
September 19th at 7PM 
Where Can I Go?
Be empowered knowing you are not alone, and help is 
available to anyone who wants it! Listen to the stories of 
various peer supporters who have claimed victory over their 
addiction and continue to THRIVE! The team provides options 
of support and treatment through the journey of recovery.
September 26th at 7PM 
Am I Restored?
ABSOLUTELY! Celebrate the story of redemption through 
music and testimony at our annual Rock of Faith Concert. 
This virtual experience will highlight the gift of recovery 
to families nationwide! Each selection varies in genre, 
intertwining to depict the pain of addiction and the 
transformation of recovery.
We hope that you join us for one or all of the 4-part series! 
Throughout the month-long event there will be special pop 
ups so stayed tuned for more details!
A SPECIAL NOTE FOR THE ROCK OF FAITH CONCERT: 
Typically, our Rock of Faith Concert gives a monetary gift 
to a recovery center in Northeast Ohio. The grant we have 
been awarded for this program has allowed us to support 
the educational efforts and outreach of the organizations. 
For that we are extremely grateful. Due to this grant support 
we have decided to use the virtual concert to not only raise 
funds for local addiction recovery organizations, but also to 
support our musicians. Due to the pandemic they have been 
unable to work as live music venues have been shut down 
and most have not reopened. Our band has been dedicated 
to this program for the past decade and we could not do it 
without them. We humbly ask that you consider donating to 
the Rock of Faith in support of our musicians and community 
partners! Rock on!  firstbaptistcleveland.org/rock-of-faith

Rock of Faith: Community Conversations by Kelley Pernicone 

The good news is that your 49er program 
committee has a great program planned for 
September 27th But the sad news is that we 
do not know at this time if it will be possible 
to gather for this program. If we are able to 
meet by September 27th all 49ers will be 
notified. In the meantime stay well and stay in touch.

49ers by Fran Leanza

Calvary Meals For The Homeless

Friday, September 25 at 4:00 PM
Our provision of hot meals on the fourth Friday of each 
month is still proceeding during the coronavirus pandemic, 
thanks to thinking outside the box to put food inside the 
(takeout) box!
Our next meal service will be on Friday, Sept. 25, 2020, 
from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. at New Life at Calvary, located 
at the corner of East 79th Street and Euclid Avenue. We 
hope you can join us for all or part of the time. If you 
are not able to attend, no worries. Maybe you’d like to 
donate a food item or bring your clean restaurant takeout 
containers to FBC. If you have any questions or interest 
in assisting with this ministry, please contact Tina Marr – 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary

by Tina Marr

https://www.narcan.com/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/rock-of-faith/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/forty-niners/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/forty-niners/
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary/
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Feed The Masses

Saturday, September 12 at 10:00 AM 
A big thank you to all of our volunteers who helped us with our 
August food distribution. This month we were able to provide 
our guest with dairy products from the Farmers to Families 
program and produce from the Cleveland Food Bank which 
our volunteers helped to bag and box. We were able to serve 
552 people in our community! The line of cars stayed steady 
during the entire time we were open for business. In addition 
to distributing food, we also partnered with the Friends of 
the Heights Library to help them distribute books and DVD’s 
and P.A.D.S. provided feminine hygiene products.  Our next 
distribution will be September 12th from 10:00 am to 12:00 
pm. Please help us spread the word! For further information, 
visit firstbaptistcleveland.org/food-giveaway.

by Karen Cass-Gill

by Drs. David & Laura Parajón

Save the date! Saturday, September 19th 
Theme: Your Assignment For A Time Such As This! 
Based on Esther 4:12-14 
You don’t want to miss the First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland Women’s Conference. Danita Harris will be our 
keynote speaker. Danita is a WEWS News 5 anchorwoman 
and an Emmy-Award winning journalist. She uses her 
profession as a main anchor to reach many people. She 
feels blessed to work in the broadcasting industry because it 
partners well with her commitment to community service.

Women’s Conference

Nearly 19 years ago, we piled our young kids and 
belongings into a van and journeyed down to Nicaragua 
to begin serving as medical missionaries. A few years 
later, we founded AMOS Health and Hope, which has since 
blossomed into a comprehensive health care initiative 
focused on leadership development to dramatically reduce 
preventable illness and death.
Even in the midst of difficult times, your love and generosity 
have helped us continue to teach local people to provide 
basic health care services, saving the lives of vulnerable 
people in extremely remote communities. It is in this 
spirit of hope and gratitude that we share some exciting 
announcements with you!
After significant personal reflection, Dr. David has decided to 
accept a position in Albuquerque as faculty with the General 
Internal Medicine Division at the University of New Mexico, 
beginning October 1st, 2020. He will be serving patients 
and teaching students at UNM, while continuing to invest 
20% of his time mentoring the AMOS leadership team as 
an AMOS Board member and Associate Missionary through 
International Ministries.
Dr. David will be returning to the US to be with Dr. Laura, 
who will also continue to serve as AMOS Board member. As 
faculty of the UNM School of Medicine and Director of the 
Center for Participatory Research, she will make connections 
with other leaders in the field of global health, build visibility 
for AMOS, and teach our model of community-based health 
care to other health professionals.
One of the lessons from the COVID-19 tragedy is how 
precious time is with our loved ones, much more than any 
earthly dwelling or possession. Luke 12:32-34 invites us to 
not lose sight of where our hearts lie, for there is where our 
treasure will be. What a nice treasure for us to live in the 

AMOS Church Partners

Danita is also an ordained and licensed 
minister who was born in Chester, Pa. 
Her favorite scripture is Luke 12:48 
“For everyone to whom much is given, 
of him shall much be required.” She 
currently attends Church on the North 
Coast in Wickliffe. 
During this challenging time of 
COVID-19, isolation, uncertainty 
in general, economic pressures, 
and racial unrest, women need to 
encourage and support one another. 
Attendees will have an opportunity to fellowship, eat 
lunch (at home, but virtually with their sisters-in-
Christ), sing songs, and hear a message focused on 
strengthening and sustaining the faith of women. Women 
will be able to request prayers and share concerns. 
Throughout this conference, they will hear compassionate 
reminders that they are loved, supported, and not alone. 
Women will leave the conference geared up for their 
individual and collective missions for such a time as this! 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/womens-conference

same location and be able 
to go on hikes together 
again, in the year of our 
25th anniversary!
In light of Dr. David’s 
decision to relocate to New 
Mexico, we have been working closely with the AMOS Board 
of Directors to ensure a smooth and successful transition 
of leadership. After a thoughtful and prayerful process, the 
Board recently voted unanimously to welcome Dr. Gabriella 
Woo as our new Executive Director, beginning October 1st!
Dr. Gabriella has worked with AMOS for 8 years, starting as 
a general physician at our urban clinic, serving for several 
years as Programs Director, and most recently, overseeing 
day-to-day operations as Country Director. Her experience, 
dedication to our mission, and outstanding leadership in 
the midst of the current pandemic are a testament to her 
unique abilities and excellent character that will help her 
lead AMOS into its next chapter. We hope you will join us in 
welcoming Dr. Gabriella to her new role!
Since the beginning of Dr. Gustavo Parajón’s work in rural 
Nicaraguan communities in the late 1960s to the present, 
the legacy of service to the poor in the name of Jesus has 
lived on in AMOS.
Passing the torch to Dr. Gabriella and the current AMOS 
leadership team brings us excitement and pride. Together, 
we will continue onwards to share God’s love, improve 
health, and promote abundant life for people in need for 
many years to come.
Sincerely, 
Drs. David & Laura Parajón 
AMOS Co-Founders and Board Members

In August in a 
normal year the 
Worship and 
Fine Arts Cluster 
would be very 
close to printing 
our annual Music 
and Fine Arts 
Schedule. Most 
of our regular 
presenters would have contacted us by now to lock in 
performance dates for the September through June time 
frame, and First Baptist dates for events like Lessons and 
Carols, the annual Happy Ending Lyric Players production, 
and a host of others would be established.
BUT, I did say “normal year,” and 2020 has been anything 
but a “normal year!” Not only do we not have a 100% 
confidence level that any Music and Fine Arts events will 
be presented to an audience at First Baptist for the rest of 
2020, but 2021 isn’t looking secure either.

So rather than 
spend money on a 
schedule that will 
most assuredly be 
inaccurate for the 
remainder of this 
year, it also doesn’t 
make sense to try 
to outguess where 

we will be in 2021. Unless a rapidly deployed vaccine is 
available in the very near future, we will not be issuing a 
formal Music and Fine Arts Schedule this September. What 
we will do is provide periodic updates on our website at 
firstbaptistcleveland.org and Tower Tidings each month so 
you will know what is going on in the arts.
That being said, we have established dates for several 
events just in case the powers that be decide it is safe to 
get together again. In addition, some of the presentations 
may be live-streamed as our Sunday worship is. This would 
enable you to participate from the safety of your home.

2020-2021 Music & Fine Arts Season - Covid-19 Update

Here are dates of 
events currently on 
the schedule. Before 
planning to attend you 
should check with the 
church office to make 
sure they are available, 
or go to our First Baptist website at firstbaptistcleveland.
org for the latest information.
Rock of Faith - September 26. This is the 10th Anniversary 
of Rock of Faith, and a concert will be produced as the 
final event of a four (4) Saturday program highlighting 
information about opioid addiction. A separate article on 
that program is in this newsletter, but keep in mind the 
concert will be live-streamed on September 26. You won’t 
want to miss that one!
Apollo’s Fire has scheduled three events at FBC this 
season. October 10, December 12, and March 21.
Christmas Events at FBC
• Children’s Musical - December 12 & 13
• Lessons and Carols - December 20
• Christmas Pageant and Candlelight Service - December 24
• New Years Eve Service - December 31
• Jazz-Poetry Night - February 19
• HELP - Matilda - March 5 through March 14
• Back to Broadway - April 23
There may be other events 
some of our stalwarts have 
tentatively scheduled that 
I’m not aware of. Please be 
assured that we will keep 
the website up to date, 
and information will be 
included in each month’s 
Tower Tidings. Thanks 
for your understanding! 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/
performing-arts-outreach

Jazz-Poetry Night-Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/food-giveaway/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/womens-conference/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/music-the-arts/performing-arts-outreach/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/music-the-arts/performing-arts-outreach/


 

 
 

 

  

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: September 1, 2020 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Carolyn Neal 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Melinda Burns

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Dana Capers 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Dan Mizener

Finance and Property: Monroe Goins

Missions & Social Concerns: Annette Szalay

Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2020 FBC Lay Leadership

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?

firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons

Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon - Associate Pastor/
Business Administrator
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes -  
Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Office 
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.

Music Ministries
Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music
The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director
Marketing/Photography/Video
Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media 

Serving in Ministry

 
Send content for the next issue by Sept. 15th to Greg 
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Oct 1 

http://firstbaptistcleveland.org
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Question%20About%20First%20Baptist%20Church
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Tower%20Tiding%20Content%20Included

