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Tower Tidings

As long as the earth endures, seedtime 
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night will never cease.

If We’re Not There... 
Does Summer Really Happen?

Into the Word – Women’s Group 
by Anne Graham Lotz 
Led by Martha Lant 
and Sandra Alexander 
Starting at 6:30PM via phone conf.
Led by Tobili Sam-Yellowe 
and Charmie Scott 
Starting at 7:30PM via phone conf.

Thursdays in the Word
Into the Word – Women’s Group 
by Anne Graham Lotz 
Led by Sandra Alexander 
Starting at 7:30PM via phone conf.
More info on Wednesday/Thursday classes 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/wednesdays

Sunday Discipleship Hour
Lessons from Esther-From Providence 
to Purpose 
by Dr. Tony Evans 
Led by Marty Capers 
Starting at 11:15AM via phone conf.
More info on the Sunday class 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/discipleship-hour

Come join us in these upcoming Sunday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday classes to grow in God’s Word.
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, all of our Christian 
education and activities have gone virtual. Complete the 
form on the class schedule page to be added to our email 
list so you are the first to find out about upcoming events 
and receive login instructions.

Wednesdays in the Word 
Romans 1-7 For You – Men’s Group 
by Dr. Timothy Keller 
Led Dr. Eddie Wills 
Starting at 7:00PM via Zoom video
The men are beginning an in-depth study 
of the book of Romans.  In this study, 
Dr. Keller, “leads you through the first 
seven chapters of Romans, showing how 
the gospel message of righteousness 
received by faith changes our perspective of God, our lives, 
and our eternity.”  Join the Men’s Bible Study starting at 
7 on Wednesday evenings and dive into the biblical book 
that reads like a “course in theology, with an essential 
characteristic of God at the core of the curriculum---His 
righteousness.”  Indeed, this study will engage your mind, 
encourage you to reexamine your commitment to Christ, 
and enhance your understanding of God’s abounding grace. 

Do You Feel Like Life Is On Hold? Reboot With The Word!

New!

Genesis 8:22

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/wednesdays/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/discipleship-hour/
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First Baptist was featured on WKYC News 3 on Saturday 
July 11th as part of a report on how churches were 
dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic.  The reporter 
arrived nearing the end of our Food Distribution Day of 
Sharing -part of the Greater Cleveland Food Bank.  We 
passed out fresh produce and dairy products to feed 
over 500 within a three hour period.  (Thank you to 
everyone who worked as a team to help out on a very 
wet Saturday morning.) The camera crew appeared 
to be focused on the food give-away and Karen Gill 
spoke to them briefly but it turned out they were 
more interested in their report regarding churches that 
opened or remained closed.  
The report began with footage regarding the Catholic 
Archdiocese decision to open with precautions, followed 
by Dr. Keith Armitage, a Infectious Disease Specialist in 
University Hospital stating that this was unwise at this 
time.  The report then singled out FBCGC and myself as 
being sensitive to the need to hold back from the urge 
to reinstate our public worship at this time. 
“We really do want to come back.  There’s a tension 
about wanting to come back, seeing everyone because 
we are a community of faith.  But at the same time, we 
need to be cautious about this as the last thing we want 
is to share an infectious disease.”
My daughter watched the video and shared, “Dad, 
you look like the hero in the story- the one who makes 
sense.”  I had to laugh.  I’ve been praying and working 
to get some normalcy back to our congregational life.  
Just a few weeks ago we had even placed a tentative 
date in August for a return, but as we monitored the 
current situation it became evident it was too soon to 
safety return.  At the time of this article, our official 
status remains at TBD (to be determined.)
Romans 12:12 reminds us to “be patient in affliction; be 
persistent in prayer.” 
You might remember comedian Yakov Smirnoff. When 
he first came to the United States from Russia he 
was not prepared for the incredible variety of instant 
products available in American grocery stores. He says, 
“On my first shopping trip, I saw powdered milk -- you 

just add water, and you get milk. Then I saw powdered 
orange juice -- you just add water, and you get orange 
juice. And then I saw baby powder, and I thought to my 
self, what a country!”
We live in a fast-paced world. We drive fast cars. We 
eat fast food. We live in the fast lane. We want it now. 
One old story tells of a judge who was in a benevolent 
mood as he questioned the prisoner. “What are you 
charged with?” he asked. “Doing my Christmas shopping 
early,” replied the defendant. “That’s no offense,” said 
the judge. “How early were you doing this shopping?” 
“Before the store opened,” countered the prisoner.
Few of us will go to those extremes to satisfy our desire 
to “get it now,” but we know what we want and we 
wish we could have it yesterday. We don’t like to wait. 
Though there is certainly a place for decisiveness and 
action, there is also a place for patience. Have you 
learned when to wait?
Wait for the sunrise...there will be another day.
Wait for guidance...learn to be still.
Wait for wisdom...it will come with experience.
Wait for growth...it will come in the fullness of time.
Wait and be contented...it is a secret to inner peace.
Wait for health and healing…it will reveal the value of life.
There is a time to act, but there is also a time to wait. 
Learn how to tell what time it is, for great things can 
happen for those who learn to wait. Ralph Waldo 
Emerson said it well: “Adopt the pace of nature, her 
secret is patience.”
We patiently look for the time we can safely come back 
together! Until then, be safe, love God and each other.
Blessings, 
Pastor Kregg

Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor

1st Martha Stromann
2nd Debbie Cornelius
4th Mary Wild

7th Chris Wright
8th Anita Hamdan
12th Middy Crellin

12th David Cumming
13th Monica Sturgis
15th Tracy Long
17th Darryl Robinson
18th Chris Tillman

19th Don Crellin
19th Priscilla Kingston
22nd Gregory Bagley
22nd Sylvia Workman
24th Barbara Hise

24th Mari Schroeder-Jenkins
26th Emma Melton
29th Tammy Gordon
30th Joseph Belhobek

August Birthdays

Patience is a virtue, now is the time for virtues.

Women’s Retreat
Due to the increase of the 
Coronavirus it is necessary to 
cancel our plans for our August 
29th retreat. We look forward 
to putting the plans that were 
made into action in 2021.

by Fran Leanza

Preschool & Elementary Children’s 
July Schedule 
 
Preschoolers and K-4 are 
meeting with Carly online.

Hero Headquarter Virtual Meetings 
This summer, we’ll be doing the series “What is a 
Christian?” which is a study based in 1 John. Fill out the 
form at firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-
ministries if you would like to join us!

Johns and Carabelli, the company that 
engraves our memorial pavers (bricks) 
for the FBC Memorial Garden, have 
gotten extremely busy with designing 
and producing headstones as a result 

of devastating effects of the COVID-19 outbreak. So it 
sometimes takes months to get our engraved pavers 
returned. Therefore, in the interest of getting a paver 
for one of your loved ones installed in the garden before 
winter, now would be the time to place an order.
Many folks are still not aware of the existence of our 
beautiful Memorial Garden. It’s not very visible along 
the church driveway parallel to Eaton Road at the 
east side of the Sanctuary but it is a delightful, small, 
commemorative area of the church property. Called the 
Memorial Garden of the First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland, It was established more than 50 years ago, 
and it was designed to enable grieving friends and 
relatives of members and friends of First Baptist to have 
a paver (brick) engraved with a loved one’s name, year 
of birth, and year of death, and placed in the garden as 
an ongoing tribute and memory for future visitation and 
comfort. Folks are then encouraged to spend a quiet 
moment in the garden reflecting on their loved ones 
lives and relationships.
So now would be a good time for you to honor a lost 
relative or friend by purchasing a paver and having 
it engraved. We currently have four pavers ready for 

installation, but it is more economical to do as many as 
possible at the same time. Pavers can not be installed 
in the garden walkway during the winter months when 
the ground is frozen. So If you would like to memorialize 
someone this year we encourage you to complete an 
order form right away and turn it into the church office 
along with a check for $140 made out to First Baptist 
Church to cover the cost of engraving and installation. 
Order forms are available in the church office. Your 
paver will be ordered and installed as soon as possible. 
If you have any questions please contact Mike Skerritt or 
Jeff Gordon. firstbaptistcleveland.org/memorial-gardens

Summertime 2020 in the FBC Memorial Garden by Mike Skerritt

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/memorial-gardens/
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Friday, August 28 at 4:00 PM
Our provision of hot meals on the fourth Friday of each 
month is still proceeding during the coronavirus pandemic, 
thanks to thinking outside the box to put food inside the 
(takeout) box!
Here are ways you can help:  
Bring your clean restaurant 
takeout containers to FBC, 
donate a food item for next 
month’s meal service, make 
a monetary donation through 
FBC labeled for Calvary, and/or 
volunteer to work with us in the 
kitchen at New Life at Calvary 
on the fourth Friday of the 
month. The need for containers 
is great, so please be sure to 
save them for us if you are able.
Our next meal service will be on Friday, August 28, 2020, 
from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. at New Life at Calvary, located 
at the corner of East 79th Street and Euclid Avenue. We 
hope you can join us for all or part of the time. If you 
are not able to attend, no worries. Maybe you’d like to 
donate a food item. If you have any questions or interest 
in assisting with this ministry, please contact Tina Marr – 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary

and longtime 
colleagues while 
also downplaying 
her mile-stone 
birthday. “I don’t 
feel 90, I don’t 
know what it’s 
like to feel 90,” 
she said. “It’s just 
a number. Age 
is just a number. 
What you do with 
your age, that’s 
what makes a 
difference!”

Not to be outdone by UH, Fran Leanza invited Dalia and 
some of Dalia’s close friends from FBC to the Leanza’s lovely 
home on the shores of Lake Erie for a birthday celebration. 
Wearing masks and respecting social distancing, but without 
a “parade,” the group enjoyed a wonderful evening of 
celebration of the life of this very 
special woman who has brought, 
and will continue to bring, so much 
warmth and love to so many people, 
particularly people in stress.
When you next see Dalia, and hopefully that will be sooner 
than later, be sure to wish her a very happy birthday!

This year’s starting line might have looked a little different, 
but the race to raise funds for the COVID-19 crisis hunger 
relief was on during the entire month of June for our Run/
Walk for Hunger team.  Our team’s goal was to raise 
$2,000 and we raised $2,056! The virtual event raised 
nearly $70,000 which can be leveraged by the Hunger 
Network to provide 280,000 meals for our community. A big 
thank you to everyone who 
fundraised for or donated 
to our team. And special 
thanks to Adam Marino who 
made a special video to raise 
awareness for the Run/Walk 
for us.
Hopefully in 2021 we will be 
able to walk together again. 
Mark the date Saturday, 
June 5th on your calendars 
when we will meet up at the 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo to 
END HUNGER TOGETHER!

Gwen Dyer, Kregg and Ann Burris, 
Charie Babcock, Betty Meyers

Dalia, Judy Donley, 
Tammy and Jeff Gordon

We Made it to the Finish Line! by Karen Gill

Saturday, September 19 - Via Zoom
Save the date! You don’t want to miss 
the First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland Women’s Conference. Danita 
Harris will be our keynote speaker. 
Danita is a WEWS News5 anchorwoman 
and an Emmy-Award winning journalist. 
She uses her profession as a main anchor to reach many 
people. She feels blessed to work in the broadcasting 
industry because it partners well with her commitment to 
community service.
Danita is also an ordained and licensed minister who was 
born in Chester, Pa. Her favorite scripture is Luke 12:48 “For 
everyone to whom much is given, of him shall much be 
required.” She currently attends Church on the North Coast 
in Wickliffe. firstbaptistcleveland.org/womens-conference

Women’s Conference

Yes, that beautiful, slender 
bundle of energy who 
can’t wait to greet you 
and give you a big hug 
(pre-Covid 19) on Sunday 
mornings celebrated her 
90th birthday July 3! It 
started during the day by a 
surprise “parade” and party 

at her apartment and was followed by a birthday party 
with close friends at the Leanza’s beautiful home on the 
shores of Lake Erie!
With permission from writer Chad Felton of the Lake 
County News Herald, below are excerpts from his article 
about the surprise parade. Chad describes our FBC 
treasure beautifully!
90th birthday parade held in Richmond Heights 
for Dalia Zemaityte, longtime UH Rainbow nurse!

By Chad Felton, News-Herald
Dalia Zemaityte 
may have 
seemed cool, 
calm and 
collected when 
she was greeted 
by a surprise 
birthday 

“parade” last week, but that doesn’t mean she wasn’t 
inwardly surging with emotion. “It’s so beautiful and 
I’m so humbled by this gesture and the people behind 
it. I can hardly describe this out-pouring of emotion in 
words. I am truly touched.” said the 90-year-old after 
the parade kicked off outside of her Richmond Heights 
apartment. “My birthday may be July 3, but I intend to 
celebrate all year,” she added, smiling.
Unable to go to the hospital because of the novel 
corona-virus pandemic, University Hospitals Rainbow 
Babies and Children’s staff decided to take the gala to 
Zemaityte, a registered nurse who served the health 
care system in multiple roles for 60 years, including 
chief nursing officer.
Most proud of her work to launch the hospital’s first Patient 
and Family Advisory Council in 1991, Dalia, described by 
her colleagues as “the heart of Rainbow,” retired in 2012, 
and has been an active volunteer ever since.
In fact, Dalia began volunteering the day after she called 
it a career. “You can’t just ‘retire’ after all those years 
and touched lives,” she said, laughing. “You don’t just 
stop caring about people. You always wish to continue 
making a difference. I came to America from Lithuania in 
1948 and graduated from Frances Payne Bolton School 
of Nursing at Case Western Reserve University in 1960. 
My entire life has been in service to others.”
Receiving the royal treatment, complete with crown and 
scepter, Zemaityte expressed gratitude to her friends 

Dalia Zemaityte – 90 Years Young!
by Mike Skerritt

The Intercessory prayer meeting continues by phone at 
6:15PM on Thursdays. Send prayer requests or request 
instructions to join our group by emailing prayer@
firstbaptistcleveland.org.

Intercessory Prayer by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

We are collecting men’s clothing for the men’s shelter at 
2100 Lakeside. Thanks for your generosity one delivery has 
been made and a second delivery will be made at the end 
of July and more later as needed. Needed are washable 
summer clothes, shoes, socks, jackets and rain gear.
Please leave your donations in the Fairmount Hall, mark 
the bag/box MEN’S SHELTER. Your donations are needed 
and much appreciated!

Clothing For Men’s Shelter by Fran Leanza

Calvary Meals For The Homeless

Free - First Baptist Digital Library

Access thousands of titles on your 
computer, tablet or phone for FREE!    
firstbaptistcleveland.org/rightnow

Being coupped up in the house now 
is a terrific time to give this a try! 
There’s something for everyone.

Free 

Movies

by Tina Marr

A big thank you to all of our volunteers who braved the 
elements on July 11th to make our food distribution 
happen - Pastor Kregg and Ann Burris, Jeff and Tammy 
Gordon, Tondra and Alona Miller, John Marr, Tobili 
Hatcher, Dana Capers, Carolyn Neal, Kevin Bouyer, Roby 
Gill, Debbie Ketring, Nanci and Phil Ruhoff, Alesia Black, 
Monroe Goins (traffic control aficionado!!) and Kim Kidd. 
The rain did not deter us from serving 531 people in our 
community! In addition to food, our guests also received 
books and tapes from the Friends of the Heights Library, 
face masks and a warning flier from the Cuyahoga County 
Consumer Affairs Department regarding COVID scams 
that prey upon the vulnerable! We were filmed during the 
distributiion by WKYZ Channel 3 and appeared in a piece 
that aired on their evening and morning broadcasts. Our 
next Mobile Pantry will be August 1st. We are extending 
our distributions through the fall since the need is so 
great. We have added September 12th to our calendar 
and we will set a date for October soon.

Mobile Food Pantry Giveaway by Karen Gill

https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/2020-virtual-run-walk-for-hunger/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/womens-conference/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/rightnow-media/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/food-giveaway/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/food-giveaway/


 

 
 

 

  

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: August 1, 2020 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of 
Greater Cleveland

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Carolyn Neal 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Melinda Burns

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Dana Capers 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Dan Mizener

Finance and Property: Monroe Goins

Missions & Social Concerns: Annette Szalay

Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2020 FBC Lay Leadership

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?

firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons

Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon - Associate Pastor/
Business Administrator
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes -  
Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministries
Office 
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.
Music Ministries
Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music
The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director
Marketing/Photography/Video
Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media 

Serving in Ministry

 
Send content for the next issue by Aug. 15th to Greg 
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Sept. 1 

http://firstbaptistcleveland.org
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Question%20About%20First%20Baptist%20Church
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Tower%20Tiding%20Content%20Included

