
 

 

The Children’s Center Connection 
August 2020 

FBCCC Remaining Cautious as Child Care Rules Relax 
In his press briefing on Tuesday, July 28th, Governor Mike DeWine announced that child care 
centers may return to regular ratios and group sizes on August 9th. He also stated that pro-
grams have the option of going back to regular ratios or maintaining lower ratios and receiving 
a substantial subsidy. 

     At this time, we believe that lower ratios and group sizes are warranted and we will contin-
ue to strive to meet best practices to slow the spread of COVID-19. The health and safety of 
our children and staff is our highest priority. Ohio’s comprehensive study of COVID and child 
care, detailed below, did not yet begin and we feel that more data and experience is needed 
before we expand group sizes.  

     Our planning team will reconvene to discuss what is working well and things we need to 
change. For instance, we know we will modify drop off and pick up procedures as enrollment 
grows and the weather turns colder. Changes in child care regulations will also be the main top-
ic of discussion at our Center’s board meeting this month. 

      
Ohio COVID-19 Child Care Study Components 
*Required for all sites 
**Only at selected sites 
  
*Daily Recording of Temperatures by Child Care Center Administrators/Family Child Care Provider 
Each day, you will share with the study team at CWRU all temperatures recorded for that day. These 
can be collected using a thermometer or with self-reported temperatures. The study team will provide 
a summary of this information to the child care program each week. Each site will receive a $50 Ama-
zon gift card at the conclusion of the study for submitting the daily temperature logs. 
 *Weekly Health Attestations (Parents/Caregivers & Employees) Each week,  employees and par-
ents/caregivers will complete a brief health attestation about signs and symptoms related to COVID-
19. This is completed online. Participants will be entered into a weekly raffle for a $25 Amazon gift 
card (10 cards raffled per week). The study team will provide a summary of this information to the 
child care program each week. 
 *Coronavirus Testing (Employees & Parents/Caregivers) All employees and an estimated 100 par-
ents/caregivers (legal guardians) and their child attending the program will have a chance to have a 
free test for coronavirus. Test results will be shared with participants and the study team. Employees 
and parents/caregivers will receive $50 for completing COVID-19 testing. 
 *Focus Groups (Center Administrators/Family Child Care Provider) An estimated 30 leaders from 
child care centers will have a chance to take part in one (1) focus group to share feedback on how your 
program is responding to COVID-19. This will be completed via Zoom. These individuals will receive $50 
for taking part in a focus group. 
 **Surveys (Parents/Caregivers) 
300 parents/caregivers will be randomly selected to complete one online survey to share more infor-
mation about experiences related to COVID-19. Participants will receive a $25 Amazon gift card for 
participating. 
 **Interviews (Employees & Parents/Caregivers) 
30 child care center employees and parents/caregivers will be randomly selected to complete one 
(1) interview that will be conducted over the phone or online to share more information about experi-
ences related to COVID-19. Participants will receive a $50 Amazon gift card for participating in an in-
terview. 
 



 

 

Family Wellness and Nutrition Workshop 
We are thrilled to host a virtual parent “lunch 
and learn” tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, 
August 25th at noon which will focus on family-
oriented nutrition and wellness for children. 
We initially planned this workshop for April as 
part of our Week of the Young Child. Lindsay 
Malone, MS, RD, CSO, LD, a nutrition expert 
and Penguin/Panda parent, graciously offered 
to lead the discussion and Chef Faith will share 
tips for those picky eaters! A Zoom link will be 
sent out to all families later this month. 

Preschool Transition and   
Virtual Preschool Back to School Night 

The “big move” for the preschool classes is scheduled for August 17th. All the Seahorses will 
move to the Whale Room and all the Whales will move to the Penguins. The children who are 
moving on to Kindergarten become the Sharks.  

We are excited to host our Preschool Back to 
School Night for the Whale and Penguin classes. 
Parents are invited to join our Zoom meeting to 
see your child’s classroom and to learn about our 
curriculum, standards & guidance philosophy. In-
formation on Teaching Strategies GOLD, specifi-
cally how parents can keep connected with the 
online system will also be discussed. An opportuni-
ty for parents to provide input for activities is 
planned as well. Look for the meeting link in your 
email the week of August 10th.  

Preschool Back to School Night 

Whales-Wednesday, August 12th, 7:00 PM 

Penguins-Thursday, August 13th, 7:00 PM  

Don't throw away your plastic 
bags!! Recycle them at FBC for 
our September 12th Mobile Pan-
try. We need them to bag produce 
and books and we've used up our 
entire supply. You 
can drop them 
off in the labeled 
box under the 
Portico entrance. 
Thank you!!  

 

 



 

 

  

Holiday/Center Closing Dates 2020-2021 
 

September 7, 2020 Monday  Labor Day 

November 26, 2020 Thursday  Thanksgiving Day 

November 27, 2020 Friday   Thanksgiving Break 

December 24, 2020  Thursday  Christmas Eve 

December 25, 2020  Friday   Christmas Day 

December 31, 2020 Thursday  New Year’s Eve 

January 1, 2021  Friday   New Year’s Day 

January 18, 2021  Monday  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

February 15, 2021  Monday  President’s Day 

April 2, 2021  Friday   Good Friday 

April 23, 2021  Friday   Staff Professional Development Day 

May 31, 2021  Monday  Memorial Day 

June 4, 2021  Friday   *Tentative 4:00 PM Closing for Graduation/Picnic 

July 5, 2021   Monday  Independence Day Observed 
 

 

Center Events 2020-2021 
 

Our Center events and Expressive Arts program are outstanding features of our program. Due 
to the pandemic, we are not planning most of our traditional activities. We are planning ways to 
adapt some events and continue our programming while meeting best practices. We are hopeful 
that we may be able to add to our list as circumstances change.  

 

 

September 8, 2020  Tuesday  Expressive Arts Enrichments Begin 

October 30, 2020  Friday   Costume Parade 4:00 PM 

November 2020  Mon-Friday  Parent Teacher Conferences  

April 12-16, 2021  Mon-Fri  Week of the Young Child 

May 3-7, 2021  Mon-Fri  Staff Appreciation Week 

June 4, 2021  Friday   Tentative Penguin Graduation 4:00 PM 

June 4, 2021  Friday   Center-wide Year End Picnic 4-6 PM  

       *Closed for Picnic*  

  

Dates and events are subject to change.  

Additional events will be announced in the newsletter. 

 

 



 

 

August 2020 The Children’s Center Connection 

Organic skim milk is served with lunch for children 2  years and older.  

Organic whole milk is served to children under 24 months of age. 

Menu is subject to change. 

August Lunch Menu 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

3 VIP ELLA 

Mac and cheese, 
zucchini and 
peaches 

 

4 

Home made 
chicken nuggets, 
rice, green beans 
and apples 

5 

Cheese ravioli w/ 
pesto sauce,    
salad and melon  

6 

Chicken on the 
bone, bun,   
Brussels sprouts 
and pears 

7 

Turkey on wheat, 
cucumber and 
oranges 

10 VIP BRENNA  

Chicken nuggets, 
rice, beets and 
oranges 

11 

Fish nuggets, 
wheat bun,    
carrots and 
peaches 

12 

Beef macaroni, 
green beans and 
melon 

13 

Build your own 
salad w/ chicken, 
cheese, crackers 
and  apples 

14 

Ham on a wheat 
bun, cucumbers 
and oranges 

17 

Ground chicken 
and noodle     
casserole, green 
beans and       
oranges 

18 

Chicken patties 
on a wheat roll, 
cucumbers and 
apples 

19 

Tortellini w/   
Alfredo sauce,  
salad and melon 

20 

Sloppy joe sand-
wich, wheat bun, 
cauliflower and 
pears 

21 

Turkey on wheat,  
cucumbers and 
oranges 

24 

Hot ham      
sandwich, banana 
and green beans 

25 

Homemade 
chicken tenders, 
sweet potatoes, 
green beans and 
apples 

26 

Chicken, tomato 
and pasta salad 
and melon 

27 

Dirty rice w/ 
ground beef, 
green beans and 
apples 

28 

Chicken salad on 
a wheat wrap,  
cucumbers and 
oranges  

31 

Mini slider   
burgers, apples 
and cucumbers 

    


