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Time to get back outside and back inside?
Everyone has been patiently waiting for
the end of cold weather so we can get
outside. We have also been waiting for
the time when we can get back inside
the church. Inside we have detailed
plans for the first steps of opening up
the church. Until everyone is comfortable
coming back we will continue our digital
connections. If you need anything you
can always turn to your church family and
ultimately GOD. Please let us know if you
have any needs or concerns. The building
may still be closed but your church is
always open!
Here are some instructions for connecting
with us during this COVID-19 pandemic.
All of the blue underlined links are
clickable. Bookmark our Church Updates
page. Our worship service is streamed
LIVE Sunday morning on YouTube while

previous videos can be viewed anytime on
our YouTube Channel. Our Wednesdays
in the Word classes are available through
digital conferencing; sign up to receive
instructions via email. Sunday Discipleship
Hour is available through conferencing.
Our youth are active in their online Zoom
meetings Sunday mornings.
Our children get together online Sundays
so please sign up to get on the children’s
email list. Our Spiritual Gifts classes are
online, you can find them on the web
page. If you have anyone that needs our
prayers please submit a request online
for our prayer team. Stay healthy! If
you have any trouble accessing any of
our activities or have challenges using
technology call Pastor Kregg 216-8828555 and he can connect you with
someone who can help!
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Recommendations for Returning to Sunday & Weekday Programming
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There will be several “stages” in our returning to public worship
and activities. We will continue to live-stream to YouTube
to provide an alternative to those who are in our vulnerable
groups or those who are not ready to publicly gather together.
The following are our recommendations for reentry in
“Stage One.”
Pre-Gathering Preparation
1. Communication. Communicate to the church
members the steps we are taking to ensure their
safety when the church reopens. Clearly explain
new policies, procedures and expectations as
outlined by this task group by means of multiple
channels of communication.
- Email blast with guidelines to church email list.
- Post on church web page, Facebook, and
Social Media.
- Phone tree to communicate restart date and
basic guidelines
2. Cleaning. Using staff and volunteers, ensure that
public spaces have been thoroughly cleaned and
sanitized prior to the return to worship, and that a
plan is in place to maintain cleanliness during the
worship service.
- Pre-cleaning of building by staff before
worship service
- During Worship- cleaning of key points
throughout the morning by designated personnel
We will be wiping down commonly touched
surfaces (doorknobs, toilet and faucet handles,
counters, handrails, lift buttons, etc.) while
people are present.
- Post-cleaning of the building by staff following
worship service
3. Education. The value of educating our
congregation about common-sense practices to
inhibit the spread of viruses was emphasized,
including the proper way to wear masks, wash
hands and maintain social distancing. The first
several weeks of live worship will include an
educational segment. Prepare a ‘what to expect’
video to distribute before we come back to worship.
- Create and post video to explain what to expect
in worship service and procedures.
- Within the service announce key instructions at
the beginning of the service.
Encourage seniors and other vulnerable persons
to continue worshiping at home via livestream
rather than coming to church.
There will be special training/orientation of
ushers and security team members to ensure
they understand these recommendations and
know how to respond to incidents, as well as

appropriately guide people as they learn the new
protocols.
Public Worship Service
Sunday Worship Services. The number of services
will be based on attendance projections- currently we
are looking at a single service with multiple locations
available if we fill up our seating capacity in order to
maintain a 6 feet social distancing model.
*Capacity has been calculated at a maximum of
110 people within the sanctuary, 42-50 within Spahr
Center. (Capacity is dependent upon family group size
who sit together.) We have the opportunity to use
other classrooms with TV screens that can show our
livestream if necessary. We may need to offer multiple
service times if we exceed our capacity.
1. Access. Unless security concerns override, leave
entry doors (Portico and Chapel only) open in
the summer so people do not have to touch door
handles. Prop open all interior doors except
children’s wing. Eliminate traffic bottlenecks (such
as at sanctuary entrance) where people tend to
bunch up.
Two points of access: Portico and Chapel will have
hosts who will serve as greeters/ushers/ someone
who will offer masks and take temperatures.
These individuals will be trained and welcoming.
Mark spaces to maintain correct social distance
within entry areas in case there is a back up to get
into the church during check in.
2. Discourage Lingering. Ask people to go straight
into the sanctuary without stopping upon entry to
the church.
3. Masks. Require all congregants to be masked
while in the church. Station a security team
member at the door to offer a disposable mask to
those who do not have one. We will allow worship
leaders to go unmasked while leading worship.
4. Temperature Checks. Check people at the
door with an infrared thermometer. Our greeter/
host will be trained to use them at each point
of entry. If someone objects, let them discuss it
with our security person who will encourage them
to be tested for entry. A temperature of 100.4 is
considered a failing temperature and they will be
asked to leave and offered encouragement, prayer
and assistance back to their car with follow up after
the service.
5. Hand Sanitizer. Multiple foaming sanitizer
stations are already in place around the church. We
encourage people to use them.
6. Social Distancing. Maintain social distancing in all
directions by designating pew space using tape and
signage. Designate specific “spaces” for families to
use, increasing the spacing according to family size.

Block off every other pew. Allow for open seating
within the designated safe zone within the pews.
Ushers may be used to assist in the seating due to
our limited space.
7. Additional Seating. If needed, set up Spahr
Center as overflow area, showing livestream feed
in real time. Another possibility is offering multiple
services if needed to comply with regulations regarding
social distancing and maximum group sizes.
8. Bulletins. There will not be paper bulletins in Stage
One. We will record video announcements or make
verbal announcements at the end of the service.
9. Hymnals and Pew Materials. Hymnals, Bible
and pew cards have been removed from racks
to avoid having to sanitize each week. Use the
projection screen for all lyrics and worship aids.
10. Greeting Time. Use non-contact methods to greet
quickly – waves, air hugs, etc.
11. Sharing and Prayer time. Eliminate the
congregational handling of microphones. Ask at
stage one for all prayer requests to be communicated
to Pastor Kregg before the Sharing Time.
12. Communion. Make pre-packaged communion sets
available for pickup prior to the service to eliminate
need to distribute. Our first possible Sunday for
Communion would be July 5th.
13. Offering. Eliminate the passing of offering plates.
We will provide two secured offering boxes; one
in the sanctuary foyer and the second near the
church office. We also encourage people to
use digital forms of giving where possible. Place
offering envelopes where offerings are collected.
14. Choir. Full choir rehearsals and performances will
not take place in Stage One.
15. Praise Team. Our praise team shall consist of no
more than four singers (at Stage One) who will
practice safe social distancing at 12 feet apart.
16. Dismissal. Ushers will dismiss the congregation by
row to avoid bunching people up at exits and keep
safe distancing. Having “one way corridors” was
discussed to prevent people meeting others face
to face while traveling. The “one way corridor”
will use Fairmount Hallway as entrance before
the service and after the service to Portico. The
Shelburn Hallway will be used as the alternative
direction for both services. Pastor Kregg and Ann
will not be greeting at the back of the service but
will be available after the service in Spahr Center
following the end of the service.
17. Coffee. In Stage One there will not be coffee
provided nor a Coffee Hour following the service.
People may bring their own coffee but are
encouraged to keep their masks on and take their
cup/dispose of their cup following the service.
18. Water Fountains. Fountains will be turned off,

however small bottles of water will be provided.
19. Toilet Handles. Signs will remind people to
thoroughly wash their hands before leaving the
bathroom.
20. Children’s Ministries. We are asking parents to
keep children with them in the sanctuary rather
than attempting a separate children’s gathering.
We will provide take home bags of activities to
keep children occupied during the sermon and
providing a “children’s moment” (such as a short
video) during the worship service.
21. Baptisms. Allow baptisms only if the pastor and the
baptismal candidate are willing to assume the risk.
22. Signage. Signs will be helpful to remind people
of expectations regarding shaking hands / keeping
distance / good hygiene practices.
Post Public Service
1. Exposure. In the event we find that we have
been exposed to COVID-19, we will take proper
measures to ensure the health and safety of our
members and work with health care authorities.
We shall follow all State of Ohio guidelines in the
sharing of information and the communication of
information to the congregation.
2. Key Staff/Volunteers. Key worship staff or
volunteer duties will be handed off if staff or
volunteers become ill or require quarantine.
Sunday/Weekday Meetings and Classes
1. Discipleship Classes. At Stage One, our classes will
continue to meet online. However, Sunday discipleship
classes will be moved to later in the afternoon or
evening via Zoom or conference call at Stage One to
provide time between services and homes.
2. Other Church Events. All events are cancelled at
this time in Stage One.
3. Outside Groups. We want to balance the value of
hosting outside groups (such as recovery groups)
with the need to keep spaces clean. Consensus
was to allow vital small groups, but requiring
sanitizing after the group meets at a cost to be
borne by the group. A standard of requiring 36
sq. ft. space per person will be used to determine
maximum capacity for a room and social distancing
will be required of each group.
Re-Entry Task Force
Iris Goins
Kim Kidd Collins, Moderator
Monroe Goins
Carolyn Neal, Vice-Moderator
Nathan Hurle
Rev. Dr. Kregg Burris, Sr. Pastor
Carly Marino
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Assoc. Pastor
Carole Negus
Rev. Sandra Alexander Haynes, Assoc. Pastor Mike Skerritt
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Basley Ignatious Shim
10/15/1938 - 4/1/2019

Christian Education Schedule
Come join us in these upcoming Sunday and Wednesday
classes to grow in God’s Word.
Due to the Corona Virus Pandemic, all of our Christian
education activities have gone virtual. Complete the form
below to be added to our email list so you are the first
to find out about upcoming events and receive login
instructions.

Wednesdays in the Word
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Every Wednesday
No More Excuses: Be The Man God Made
You To Be – Men’s Group
by Tony Evans
Led by Eddie Wills
Starting at 7:00PM via
telephone conferencing
Sometimes trials and
circumstances make it
challenging for men to be all
God has called them to be.
In this powerful perspective
changing Bible study, Tony
Evans encourages men to
stop looking at their setbacks,
hardships, and failures as
excuses and instead to view
them as opportunities for
success. As stated by Dr. Evans, this Bible study will help
you fight for purpose and meaning in your life. Also, this
study will help you learn to lead with strength and godliness.
Furthermore, it will help you learn to overcome obstacles on
the path to spiritual growth.
Into the Word – Women’s Group
by Anne Graham Lotz
Led by Martha Lant, Sandra
Alexander, Tobili SamYellowe, and Charmie Scott
One group starts at
6:30PM and a second
group at 7:30PM via
telephone conferencing
The Women’s Bible study
group is embarking on a
new study titled Into the
Word. This study includes 52
life-altering Bible lessons. As
noted by the author, “These
fifty-two weekly studies emphasize personal application and
will draw you directly into God’s Word…to love Him more.
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-sleeves look at
Scripture.” Each lesson contains a short reflection that
considers our present-day way of life, but the richness in the
lessons stem from the connections to Scriptures in the Old and
New Testaments.
As explained by the publisher, the author does not attempt
to explain her interpretation of the Scriptures, but through
questioning leads the reader to personally dig into Scripture.

So please join the Women’s Bible Study on Wednesday
evenings to discover God’s message for yourself!
The Five Love Languages – Men and Women’s Group
by Gary Chapman
Led by Tammy Gordon, Pastor
Jeff Gordon, and Kim Collins
Starting at 7:00PM via
Zoom
“Falling in love is easy. Staying
in love—that is the challenge”.
How can you keep your
relationship growing amid
the demands, struggles, and
monotony of everyday life? In
The 5 Love Languages, you
will discover the knowledge
that has transformed millions
of relationships worldwide.
Whether your relationship is
thriving or failing, Dr. Gary Chapman’s established approach
to demonstrating and receiving love will help you experience
deeper and richer levels of understanding with your mate.
While this 8 week study focuses on a love relationship, the
application of this knowledge is for any relationship that
requires cooperation in repeated interactions; parents and
children, coworkers, and friends are all wrapped in the
relevance of this material.
firstbaptistcleveland.org/wednesdays

Sunday Discipleship Hour

Lessons from Esther-From
Providence to Purpose
by Dr. Tony Evans
Led by Marty Capers
Starting at 11:15 AM via
telephone conferencing
As stated by Dr. Evans,
this Bible study will help us
take an in-depth look at the
Book of Esther. The Book
of Esther is the only one
that does not directly refer
to God. However, God is
there guiding Esther on her
“pathway to purpose.” As
noted by the author, this Bible study will help you:
“Recognize the power of providence amid your personal
pain, fear, gain, loss, and love. Realize that God has a
purpose for your life. Understand how God uses every
action and event that occurs in your life to make His
purpose a reality.”
What an incredible Bible study, for a time such as this!
firstbaptistcleveland.org/discipleship-hour/

Congratulations to the CLI Grads
The Cleveland Life Institute graduation took place on May
20th, 2020 at First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
following guidelines for social distancing and safety
concerns (masks removed for this picture only so we
could show you our graduation class!)
The Cleveland Life Institute is a faith-based residential
executive education program that offers the opportunity
to think strategically about guiding organizations to be
relevant to culture and relational to the community. In
addition to the interaction of the classroom experience,
the student works collaboratively toward solutions to
today’s challenges.
The program consists of lectures, the design of a class
project, implementation of that project in the community,
and a report to the agency on behalf of the project
undertaken. A critique of the project will conclude the
term with recommendations for the non-profit to assist
in taking the non-profit organization to a higher level of
expanse or maturity.
The lectures are presented by industry experts under
the direction of a resident faculty member. Each project
becomes a collaborative work of the students to
provide an experiential learning environment to teach
various skills in business and management of social
entrepreneurship.
This year’s social concern project was a partnership
with the leadership of PADS, founded by Director, Delisa
Robinson. Pride Among Daughters and Sisters (PADS)
is dedicated to making a variety of feminine hygiene
products available to women who cannot afford them.
The mission of PADS is to provide sanitary pads, tampons,
incontinence supplies and other feminine hygiene
products to underprivileged girls, youth and adult women
in an effort to promote pride, dignity and confidence.
This year’s program began January 29 but was
interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic in March.
Classes continued through May 13th on Zoom, the video
conference platform. Classes were held in the Morrison
Room on Wednesday night until going to Zoom. The Class
received instruction from seven professionals sharing
their knowledge and expertise in various areas of finance,
fund-raising, legal concerns, social responsibility, banking,
partnership, organization, and management.
Our fall program will begin on September 16th. The
Cleveland Life Institute is an educational outreach of
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland, Rev. Dr. Kregg
Burris, Founder, Dr. Victor Bull, President and Resident
Professor. More info - clelife.org

Basley was a member of First Baptist Church
and was baptized last in 2013 by Pastor
Martin. He was born in Jamaica, West Indies.
Many of you know my grandpa as the quiet, bald-headed,
monk looking man. Perhaps you know more about
him from talking to my mom-- that he suffered from
Alzheimer’s disease, had heart problems, lung cancer, and
was in a stage of his life where he couldn’t depend on
himself to get through daily tasks. Don’t get me wrong,
Alzheimer’s is a horrible disease and it can alter a person
into someone they’re not, as well as take a toll on those
supporting them, but he was more than just “Karla’s poor
old father with the health issues”. I remember him as my
extremely kind, funny, and compassionate grandpa. He
had the biggest heart and was always offering to help in
some way or offer money even though he did not have a
job, even in the stages of his life where he wasn’t really
himself. There was a time when he would pick me up
from school every day, we would play chess together,
and he would even play outside with me. This was a
time where he could depend on himself and the young
7 year old Kaitlyn could depend on him too. The feelings
are nostalgic as I look back through old pictures and
reminisce. What’s crazy is that my most recent memories
of him are from when he had Alzheimer’s, but I don’t
immediately think about the lasting negative effects of
it. Still, I think about how his personality shone through
the disease. How he was a person who loved his wife, his
children and grandchildren, who loved to laugh, and who
could also chow down on whatever was cooked. Even in
his last days on earth, through the zoom calls, despite
whatever pain he was experiencing, he still managed to
offer the best parts of himself. Both him and my grandma
were a key part of my childhood and have always been a
constant in my life. Although not physically on this earth
anymore, with these memories, his spirit still lives on, and
because of that he will still remain constant. -Kaitlyn Gocan
I was so fortunate to have such a loving, caring, funny,
energetic, and blessed grandpa. Playing with him
everyday, running around, growing up around so much
positivity, there is nothing I would wish different about
Papa. He would always tell me his stories about fishing,
and about how he loved the sea. Papa was a great soul,
filled with joy. Always dancing with me, playing music
on his harmonica, and watching TV with me. I am so
honored, and lucky to have had a wonderful loved one
like Papa. I know that he is in a better place. He was a
trooper, and fought through anything and everything. I
looked up to Papa, and watched how he took on anything
that came his way. No matter what, he fought until his
soul was at rest. God’s plan with Papa was an amazing
experience growing up with him, and being able to see
him everyday. I am so glad to have had him with me.
Papa was everything I could ask for and more. I am sad
to say goodbye, but I know that he is in a better place. I
love you Papa, and may you rest in peace. - Evon Gocan
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Congratulations 2020 Graduates
Jordan Stevens
Jordan Stevens is a
senior at St. Edward
High School. Throughout
his time at St. Edward,
he has maintained a
good GPA, participated
in service, and was a
four-year varsity baseball
starter. Next year, he will
be continuing his athletic
and academic career at
Kent State University
which he committed to
after his freshman year.
In the community Jordan has been able to participate
in lots of services through St. Edward. Mainly Labre,
which is service to the homeless every Thursday night.
Also, he participated in Diversity Club, and led a weeklong effort to bring awareness to bullying, he was
also a speaker in the Black History Month and MLK Jr.
assemblies.
Jordan has been at FBC since he was a kid, and he
remembers his time there from an early age. He has
participated in the East Side Ministry and helped out
with food drives. Jordan was baptized 10 years ago.
He loves Jesus, and knows Jesus loves him. He knows
Jesus walks with him every day.

Rachael
Ankenbrandt

6

Rachael Ankenbrandt is a senior at Beaumont School
where she has been on the Swim team for 4 years.
She has also participated in the Rowing club for 1 year.
She is going to the University of Toledo with a Biology
major with a focus in Zoology. Rachael has been an
usher for First Baptist Church’s 2nd Service and an East
Side Ministry Assistant for almost 6 years.

Tobili Hatcher
I am Tobili Hatcher
and graduating
from Case Western
Reserve University
(BA in International
Studies, Marketing
Management;
minors in Business
Management and
Spanish). Studied
abroad in Seoul,
South Korea junior
year at Yonsei
University - studied
Global Business and
Korean language. I will be attending Cleveland State
University to pursue my MBA starting this summer.
I am a former exec member of the Korean Student
Association, an active member of the Korean American
Student Association, Black Student Union, Staff
Reporter and Columnist for The Observer (staff page),
various volunteering positions around campus.
I grew up in FBC and I’ve been attending since I was
very young. I’ve done multiple children’s shows, Faith
In Actions, and have been in the Christmas pageant
every year since I was 5. Since I’ve gotten older, I’ve
been able to volunteer more and get involved with
the children’s education ministry as a Sunday school
teacher for both the toddlers and small children.
Over the past few years, I’ve also been able to
volunteer with the Vacation Bible School, and that’s
been another fun way to stay connected with the
church during the summer when I’m home from
school. FBC has been like a home away from home
and has provided me with a strong foundation. FBC
has allowed me to grow and explore new areas of
interest, such as teaching, which has impacted and
inspired me to teach at my other church (KCPC) and
the Aspire Program in 2018.

Stephen Ministry

Skyler Hurle
Skyler Hurle is a graduate
of the Shaker Heights
class of 2020. Throughout
high school she has
maintained a high GPA
while playing soccer.
She was on the varsity
soccer team for three
years. Next year Skyler
will be attending Saint
Louis University to pursue
her Nursing degree. She
is excited about this new
phase of life!
Skyler has been playing soccer since the age of four.
She’s enjoyed almost every minute of it. It has taught
her patience, communication, and leadership. She has
helped coach kids for the past few years and she has
also officiated soccer for 5 years. She loves being able
to continue her love for soccer while teaching others
how to play.
These past five years at FBC, Skyler has made many
connections. From getting babysitting jobs or helping
with children’s plays, serving others through East
Side Ministry, meeting so many mentors after church
services, and creating lifelong friendships through
youth ministry. She has shown her dedication to Jesus
by being baptized at FBC. She loves God and loves
being around others who love Him just as much.

Thaddeus J.
Coiner
Hello my name is Thaddeus J. Coiner and I’ve
been attending The First Baptist Church Of Greater
Cleveland since 2012. I look forward to graduating
soon from Cleveland Heights High School but I'm very
disappointed in how it ended. I will forever cherish
some of the great memories in high school.
Thus far, I’ve been accepted to Cleveland State
University. First Baptist has always treated me and my
family well throughout my teenage years. I am very
glad there is diversity within the church as well. People
from different backgrounds and ethnic groups attend
First Baptist which makes everyone feel welcome. I
miss being inside the church and greeting others but
we must continue social distancing which is important
for our health at the time being.

Preschool & Elementary Children				

June Virtual Sunday Schedule

Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision meetings continue to
meet by phone every 3rd Monday at 7:00PM. Next is June 15.
If anyone is in need of a Stephen Minister contact
stephenministry@firstbaptistcleveland.org or visit
firstbaptistcleveland.org/prayer-requests.

Prayers
Intercessory Prayer meeting by phone Thursdays at 6:15PM.
Send prayer requests or join - prayer@firstbaptistcleveland.org.

Hero Headquarter Virtual Meetings, Sundays at 4:00pm.
This summer, we’ll be doing the series What is a Christian,
which is a study based in 1 John. Fill out the form
at firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrensministries for instructions if you would like to join us!

The kids now look
forward to getting
together Sunday
afternoons!
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Our First
Mobile Pantry
Produce Pickup
Was A Huge
Success!

Camp Koinonia

For this distribution, we are participating in the newly
created Farmers to Families program. The Food Bank
has prepackaged boxes of produce and dairy items. This
makes the distribution much easier on our end since we
won’t need volunteers to help package the food!
firstbaptistcleveland.org/food-giveaway
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FROM THE DESK OF OUR FEARLESS LEADER...
I knew I should have taken that class, “Leading a Camp
through a Pandemic” while I was in seminary, but the
“How to Use a Fax Machine” class seemed more relevant
at the time. Yes, I jest, in the face of what has turned out
to be the craziest start to any summer camping season
that I can remember. Proverbs 17:22 says; “A cheerful
heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up
the bones.” In the midst of this serious situation, we at
Koinonia Camp have maintained our sense of humor and
our desire to serve the Lord with all of our hearts.
Laughter, has been vital as I, the Koinonia Staff, and
Board of Directors have been navigating this pandemic.
We have spent countless hours in prayer. We have
suffered through Zoom meetings, as we learned how
all of the buttons worked. We have cried some; and we
have laughed at ourselves, each other and all that has
happened. And through all of this, we have been seeking
the Lord and His guidance on what Summer 2020 should
look like at Koinonia.
It is with a joyful, yet very cautious,
heart that we have decided to delay
the start of summer camp to June
28 this year. This “delayed start” will
allow us the needed time to put into
place and implement needed safety
precautions throughout the camp.
We will also be rethinking and
adjusting how we run many of the
amazing activities the campers have come to love. We will
also be afforded the time to monitor the situation within
our state and nation as our lives begin to bloom like the
crab apple trees around camp.
Camp will be different this summer; of this there is no
doubt. But different does not mean good or bad. It simply
means change. On the schedule you will immediately
notice major changes. Many camps have been shortened
in length, some have had date changes, and still others
are missing completely for this year. These changes have
been made for safety, time constraints, and to offer the
best camp experience possible during this craziness.
Our hope and dream would be to return to our regularly
scheduled program by fall.
As you look at the adjusted schedule, think and pray
about what is right for your camper(s) this summer,
please know that we are praying for you and your

camper(s). We always
want what is best for
each family. If you have
already registered your
camper(s) for the summer,
and for whatever reason
they are unable to attend,
I ask you to contact our office through email (offmgr@
christiancampohio.org) so that we can work out details.
This decision to reopen camp was not made lightly. Over
the years, your children (and grandchildren) have been
precious to me. I have enjoyed watching them grow up
physically and spiritually and their safety has always been
my number one priority. This will not change. We have
been discussing how to meet all of the recommended
guidelines to stop the spread of this virus and still offer
camp. As we move forward, we will be sending out
an update on any changes we are implementing. If at
any time you have questions, please contact our office
through the email address listed above and we will
contact you as soon as possible.
With all of that said, I want to leave you with this: Why do
cows lie down together when it rains? To protect all the
udders! Remember to laugh today. Remember to rejoice
today, for today is the day the Lord has made. Hug your
camper(s) for me and tell them they are loved. Please
pray for the camp, the staff, the Board and me, as we
continue to seek the Lord through this summer. Know that
I am praying for you and your camper(s).
Eyes on The Prize
Randy L. Brookes
Executive Director
Koinonia Camp & Center
For more information visit us our website, facebook page,
or twitter! There will be weekly updates as we draw closer
to Summer Camp 2020!
christiancampohio.org 440-466-1278
6810 Cork Cold Springs Rd. Geneva OH 44041

Clothing Drive To
Benefit The Men’s
Shelter At 2100
Lakeside In
Cleveland

Men’s Shelter

Needed Items Are Men’s Socks, Shoes, Underwear,T-Shirts,
Summer Shirts, Shorts, Jeans, Jackets & Rain Gear
As we long to get out of our of our homes and apartments
more, let’s think of these men that long for an apartment
or house. Your donations will make a difference in their
lives as they work towards getting out of the shelter and
living on their own.
DROP OFF INSTRUCTIONS: If dropping off on a weekday
come to the door by the office and ring the bell to come in.
If dropping off items after 4:00PM or on weekends, leave
your bags marked MEN’S SHELTER at the Portico Entrance.
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Interested In Our Digital Library?
abilities from God to grow the Church in Spirit and numbers

God calls us as believers to discover and use our
spiritual gifts in order to grow the Church in Spirit
and in numbers. More class videos and materials
are now available online firstbaptistcleveland.org/
spiritual-gifts-classes.classes/ “

FBC Installing Permanent
Livestream Setup
Without a doubt, livestreaming our
Sunday services in the midst of
the pandemic has been a gamechanger for First Baptist Church.
While some churches have struggled
to stay connected as a worshiping
body, we’ve been blessed with the
quickly-learned knowhow to present
a professional looking service
broadcast each week. A special
“thank you” to Greg Beckner is appropriate, as Greg did
the initial research and setup of our streaming software.
It was a temporary setup with cables all over the floor, yet
it has worked well. But wait … it gets better!
Even when live worship begins again, many of our church
family may not feel comfortable coming back to church
for several months. And we’ll be ready for that, because
we’re preparing to install a permanent livestream setup
in the sanctuary, allowing us to continue to broadcast our
services every Sunday morning.
A setup in the balcony will house the needed equipment,
out of the way. Two broadcast quality PTZ (pan / tilt
/ zoom) cameras have been ordered for permanent
installation, and a third camera will be added at some
point in the future as the budget allows. All cameras can
be controlled remotely from the balcony station. The
option also exists to link the cameras to the projector,
allowing us to potentially show recitals, concerts and
special presentations such as the Christmas Pageant in
vivid detail.
Of course, everything relating to livestreaming is on
back order because of the unprecedented demand for
equipment. We’re waiting for our gear, and will install it
as soon as it arrives. If we begin live worship before then,
we trust you’ll excuse the cables running down the aisle …
it won’t be for long! If you are interested in assisting with
the livestream by learning how to use the new equipment,
please contact Pastor Jeff through the church office. We’ll
need several volunteers to continue this vital ministry in
the months ahead.
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youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

Access thousands of titles on your
computer, tablet or phone for FREE! If
you are currently using or interested
in using this library please let Rev.
Sandra know through this form
firstbaptistcleveland.org/rightnow

We Are Excited To Announce That
We Are Reopening
Monday, June 15
It won’t be business as usual
at The Children’s Center. The
State of Ohio is allowing child care programs to reopen
under new rules and guidelines. We spent a lot of time
researching and planning how to implement best practices
regarding the health and safety of the children in our
care. The source material for the operational and program
changes comes from CDC guidance documents and
Responsible ReStart Ohio Guide for Child Care. We plan to
follow the recommended best practices whenever possible.
A number of changes will be in effect. We must operate
under reduced staff-to-child ratios and maximum group
size limitations at all times. All employees must wear a
cloth face covering, unless it is unsafe for them to do so.
Children and staff will have their temperatures taken upon
arrival. Drop-off and pick-up will change as we limit parent
and visitor entry. Children will be dropped off at the
Portico and escorted by a staff member to their classroom.
Handwashing will be increased and new portable sinks
installed to provide for hand hygiene. Some rooms will
be divided to allow smaller group sizes. Cleaning and
sanitation will increase as well. These are just a few of the
rules and best practices that we will to follow.
We take this very seriously and will continue to adapt as
new research and information becomes available. We are
confident that we can make the transition to these new
regulations and continue to provide excellent care.
firstbaptistcleveland.org/childrenscenter

No Happy Ending Lyric Players
Production This Year?
by Mike Skerritt
Not a problem. 44 years of
great theater to remember!

“Oklahoma”—1993

“Oklahoma” was my 5th directing experience, not
counting “God’s Favorite” in 1986. But God’s Favorite was
not a musical. But, once I entered the field of producingdirecting musical theater, there was no going back.
Ruth, Cindy Thiel, Betty Daniels, Judy Donley

Paul Barbins, Lynn Horton, John Negus
In those days we built the set across the archways on
the Courtyard side of Spahr Center, which left a narrow
space behind a Betty Daniel’s painted back drop for the
orchestra, led by various pianists over the years, with a
half dozen instruments spread out in front of her single
file. I say “her” because until Bob Schneider came along
for Les Misérables and Evita I had only had two male
orchestra leaders in my 26 years of directing, Kevin Jones
in Something’s Afoot, my first musical, and Jerry Maddox.

Calvary Meals
For The Hungry
Our next meal service will
be on Friday, June 26, 2020,
from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. at
New Life at Calvary, located
at the corner of East 79th
Street and Euclid Avenue. We
hope you can join us for part
or all of the time. If you are
not able to attend, no worries.
Maybe you’d like to donate a food item. If you have any
questions or interest in assisting with this ministry, please
contact Tina Marr – firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary

”Surrey With a Fringe on Top”

June Birthdays
2nd Jean Britton
2nd Carol DeFlorentis

4th John Currier
9th Meredeth Shelley

I don’t remember which show Jerry musically directed.
I do remember two particularly funny incidents that
occurred in Oklahoma. The first is that Kent Daniels, my
oh-so-dependable special-effects technician, spent weeks
building a beautiful “Surrey With a Fringe On Top.” It was
magnificent and worthy of a fabulous wedding. We still
have the wheels in storage downstairs. What Kent didn’t
realize until he saw the entire show was that the surrey
didn’t appeared until right at the end of the show, for only
about two minutes! Yes, Kent was disappointed. Shock
might be a more appropriate word!
In the fight scene in the story Aunt Eller played by Cindy
Green is supposed to fire off a gun to stop the brawl. We
had a .22 caliber blank-pistol in the balcony that I was
supposed to fire into the wall to coincide with her pulling
her fake gun out of her holster.
The next to the last night I forgot the gun which was
locked up every night in the Silver Cabinet. As I watched
the scene approaching I panicked when I realized I hadn’t
gotten the gun from the closet. I tried clapping my hands
loudly together. With all the yelling going on that didn’t
work. I tried banging
my hand on a balcony
bookcase, and that
didn’t work. Finally
Cindy realized there
wasn’t going to be a
real gun shot so she
yelled “Bang!” and
fortunately the cast
responded. Yes, I was
terribly embarrassed!
Lots of great memories
for me over the years,
and I hope for you
as well!
firstbaptistcleveland.
Paul Barbins, Lynn Horton
org/help

14th Frances Leanza
16th Sandra Bronoff
19th Claude Kennard

22nd Laura Preston
25th Mary Alexander
26th Terri Brown Arheghan

29th Delesia Robinson
29th Cheryl Spahr
30th Frank Marino
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Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater
Cleveland
Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon
or want to hear
one again?
firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons

2020 FBC Lay Leadership

Serving in Ministry

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins
Vice Moderator: Carolyn Neal
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns

Ministries

Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler
Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,
& Communications
Discipleship: TBA
Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,
Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups
Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins
Stephen Ministry, Deacons,
& New Member Orientation
Stewardship: Dan Mizener
Property and Finance, Stewardship Campaign,
& Endowment and Audit
Missions & Social Concerns: Annette Szalay
Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon - Associate Pastor/
Business Administrator
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministries

Music Ministries

Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

Marketing/Photography/Video

Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media

Office

Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.
Send content for the next issue by June 15th to Greg
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed July 1

