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Summer Is Calling

Whoever scorns instruction will pay
for it, but whoever respects a command
is rewarded. The teaching of the wise
is a fountain of life, turning a person
from the snares of death.
Proverbs 13:13-14
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Enjoy Summer Together But Distantly
The lure of a summer beach is almost
irresistible, but please be responsible and
safe in your summer activities. Following
CDC guidelines will help keep you, your
loved ones and everyone else healthy.
We are working on opening the
building but we will continue our digital
connections. If you need anything you
can always turn to your church family and
ultimately GOD. Please let us know if you
have any needs or concerns. The building
may still be closed but your church is
always open!
Here are some instructions for connecting
with us during this COVID-19 pandemic.
All of the blue underlined links are
clickable. Bookmark our Church Updates
page. Our worship service is streamed
LIVE Sunday morning on YouTube while

previous videos can be viewed anytime on
our YouTube Channel. Our Wednesdays
in the Word classes are available through
digital conferencing; sign up to receive
instructions via email. Sunday Discipleship
Hour is available through conferencing.
Our youth are active in their online Zoom
meetings Sunday mornings.
Our children get together online Sundays
so please sign up to get on the children’s
email list. Our Spiritual Gifts classes are
online, you can find them on the web
page. If you have anyone who needs our
prayers please submit a request online for
our prayer team. Stay healthy! If you have
any trouble accessing any of our activities
or have challenges using technology call
Pastor Kregg 216-882-8555 and he can
connect you with someone who can help!
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Yes! The Annual FBC Women’s Retreat Is Scheduled
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
As of this writing plans are being made to gather at the
Leanza Lake House at 25650 Edgecliff Dr. in Euclid for our
retreat. We will begin at 10:00AM and conclude by 5:00PM.
Precautions are being put in place for social distancing
to keep us all safe. Our program will feature devotions,
some fun activities, various small group discussions, time
to walk by the lake and the usual good food & fellowship.
There will be ample space to spread out on the decks
and lawn as we enjoy the beauty of the lake.
The fee for the day is $10, due Aug. 19. Registration

Our prayer is for justice, our heart is for love, and our passion is for unity.
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Our nation and world are still going through a pandemic
which has impacted all of us and has taken over
370,000 lives.
Yet, during this period our focus should be to come
together to create solutions and work for the good of
one another in our recovery from COVID-19. We are
once again reminded of the plague of imbedded racism.
The video of George Floyd lying under four police
officers, with one upon his neck while he cried out
that he couldn’t breathe was profoundly disturbing, his
subsequent death - heart breaking.
While it is true that all lives matter… the significance
behind Black Lives Matter… is that America has
witnessed this same sort of senseless bigotry over and
over and over again, yet this is 2020, not 1960.
Such events should not take place in our country. Our
people should not live in fear, especially of those in
authority.
Regarding those in authority, we respect and appreciate
the work, labor and diligence of those who are called to
serve and protect. During this pandemic the police, too,
were on the front lines of service and dedication and we
appreciate their service.
Yet, it is painfully clear that when those who wear
the badge show disrespect as evidenced by actions
rooted in racial prejudice and bigotry, this abuse must

be immediately addressed by those in authority. It has
been reported that Black men are five times more likely
to be shot unarmed than all other ethnicities combined.
This must end.
While most who wear the shield are strong, fair, and
ready to serve all people - there must be strong moral
leadership and training to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all our citizens.
Prejudice, hate, anger, and fear bring out the worst in
humanity. Protesting against injustice is a long standing
right as American citizens - going back to the colonial
days against the British Crown or in marches through
the streets of Birmingham and Washington led by Dr.
King, but we can not endorse protests that endanger
one another. Rage and violence too often bring damage
upon the innocent and those who reap the wrath are
usually not the source of the grievance.
Our prayer is for justice, our heart is for love, and our
passion is for unity. We work and pray until all people
are given the sense of respect and fairness as brothers
and sisters of this land we call home. Let this be our
prayer.

Pastor Kregg Burris
Senior Pastor

Preschool & Elementary Children’s
July Schedule
Preschoolers and K-4 are
meeting with Carly online.

by Fran Leanza

forms will be available online or can be found on the
literature table at FBC in the Fairmount Hall.
All FBC women are welcome. Sign up early as the
number of registrations will be limited to 25 participants.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeImX7iPuOAH
2DqmWCF9CKej-iRf5wFND_PNKW1jK_qA2gWgg/viewform

Muriel Bristol (9/14/1919 - 6/16/2020)
by Fran Leanza

FBC was saddened to receive the news
of the passing of Muriel Bristol on June
16. She celebrated her 100th birthday
last Sept. Muriel and her husband, Jim
joined FBC when they were a young
couple and spent the next fifty years
in service to our church. Muriel was a
leader, an organizer, a teacher, friend
and an inspiration to all who knew her. She moved to
Bradenton, FLA to be near her family fifteen years ago.

Hero Headquarter Virtual Meetings
This summer, we’ll be doing the series “What is a
Christian?” which is a study based in 1 John. Fill out the
form at firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrensministries if you would like to join us!
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Stephen Ministry

Christian Education Schedule
Come join us in these upcoming Sunday and Wednesday
classes to grow in God’s Word.
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, all of our Christian
education and activities have gone virtual. Complete the
form on the class schedule page to be added to our email
list so you are the first to find out about upcoming events
and receive login instructions.

Wednesdays in the Word
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No More Excuses: Be The Man God Made
You To Be – Men’s Group
by Tony Evans
Led by Eddie Wills
Starting at 7:00PM via
telephone conferencing
Sometimes trials and
circumstances make it
challenging for men to be all
God has called them to be.
In this powerful perspective
changing Bible study, Tony
Evans encourages men
to stop looking at their
setbacks, hardships, and
failures as excuses and
instead to view them as
opportunities for success. As stated by Dr. Evans, this
Bible study will help you fight for purpose and meaning in
your life. Also, this study will help you learn to lead with
strength and godliness. Furthermore, it will help you learn
to overcome obstacles on the path to spiritual growth.
Into the Word – Women’s Group
by Anne Graham Lotz
Led by Martha Lant and
Sandra Alexander
Starting at 6:30PM via
telephone conferencing
Led by Tobili Sam-Yellowe
and Charmie Scott
Starting at 7:30PM via
telephone conferencing
The Women’s Bible study
group is embarking on a
new study titled Into the
Word. This study includes 52
life-altering Bible lessons. As noted by the author, “These
fifty-two weekly studies emphasize personal application and
will draw you directly into God’s Word…to love Him More.
This book is described as a “roll-up-your-sleeves look at
Scripture.” Each lesson contains a short reflection that
considers our present-day way of life, but the richness in
the lessons stem from the connections to Scriptures in the
Old and New Testaments.
As explained by the publisher, the author does not attempt
to explain her interpretation of the Scriptures, but through

questioning leads the reader to personally dig into Scripture.
So please join the Women’s Bible Study on Wednesday
evenings to discover God’s message for yourself!
The Five Love Languages – Men and Women’s Group
by Gary Chapman
Led by Tammy Gordon,
Pastor Jeff Gordon, and
Kim Collins
Starting at 7:00PM via
Zoom video conferencing
“Falling in love is easy.
Staying in love—that is
the challenge”. How can
you keep your relationship
growing amid the demands,
struggles, and monotony
of everyday life? In The 5
Love Languages, you will
discover the knowledge that
has transformed millions
of relationships worldwide. Whether your relationship
is thriving or failing, Dr. Gary Chapman’s established
approach to demonstrating and receiving love will help you
experience deeper and richer levels of understanding with
your mate. While this study focuses on a love relationship,
the application of this knowledge is for any relationship
that requires cooperation in repeated interactions; parents
and children, coworkers, and friends are all wrapped in the
relevance of this material.

Sunday Discipleship Hour
Lessons from Esther-From
Providence to Purpose
by Dr. Tony Evans
Led by Marty Capers
Starting at 11:15 AM via
telephone conferencing
As stated by Dr. Evans,
this Bible study will help us
take an in-depth look at the
Book of Esther. The Book
of Esther is the only one
that does not directly refer
to God. However, God is
there guiding Esther on her
“pathway to purpose.” As
noted by the author, this Bible study will help you:
“Recognize the power of providence amid your personal
pain, fear, gain, loss, and love. Realize that God has a
purpose for your life. Understand how God uses every
action and event that occurs in your life to make His
purpose a reality.”
What an incredible Bible study, for a time such as this!
firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule

Intercessory Prayer

by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

The Intercessory prayer meeting continues by phone at
6:15PM on Thursdays. Send prayer requests or request
instructions to join our group by emailing prayer@
firstbaptistcleveland.org.

by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

Stephen Ministry Peer
Supervision meetings
continue to meet
by phone every 3rd
Monday at 7:00PM.
Next is June 15.
If anyone is in
need of a Stephen
Minister during this
difficult time, send a
request to stephenministry@firstbaptistcleveland.org or
visit firstbaptistcleveland.org/first-baptist-online/prayerrequests.

History Lesson

by Mike Skerritt

Events of the past
several weeks have
shown many of us
that 244 years after the
English Colonies declared
their independence so that
everyone would have “Liberty
and Justice For All”, there are still many among us who
have not achieved this lofty goal. So on this 2020 Fourth
of July perhaps we ought to revisit the history of this day
of celebration so that we would be reminded of what the
founders of these United States had in mind when they
initiated this Declaration of Independence.
With the help of several sources, I have attempted to
develop some insights into how and why the United
States came to be. In doing so my hope is that we pledge
again, 244 years later, that everyone, no exceptions, is
entitled to “Liberty and Justice.”
When the Boston Tea Party kicked off the initial battles in
the Revolutionary War in April 1775, few colonists desired
complete independence from Great Britain, and those
who did were considered radical. The initial resistance by
the colonists was against a Tea Tax which had been levied
by the King of England without any representation of the
colonists. Had the King rescinded that tax we might all be
speaking with an English accent today.
By 1775, the following year, many more colonists had
come to favor independence, thanks to growing hostility
against Britain and the spread of revolutionary sentiments
such as those expressed in the bestselling pamphlet
“Common Sense,” published by Thomas Paine in early 1776.
On June 7, 1775, when the Continental Congress met
at the Pennsylvania State House in Philadelphia, now
called Independence Hall, the Virginia delegate Richard

Henry Lee introduced a motion calling for the colonies’
independence. Amid heated debate, Congress postponed
the vote on Lee’s resolution but appointed a five-man
committee—including Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, John
Adams of Massachusetts, Roger Sherman of Connecticut,
Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania and Robert R.
Livingston of New York—to draft a formal statement
justifying the break with Great Britain.
On July 2nd, the Continental Congress voted in favor of
Lee’s resolution for independence in a near-unanimous
vote. The New York delegation abstained but later
approved it. On that day, John Adams wrote to his wife
Abigail that July 2 “will be celebrated, by succeeding
generations, as a great Anniversary Festival” and that the
celebration should include “Pomp and Parade, Games,
Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from one
end of this Continent to the other.”
On July 4th, the Continental Congress formally adopted
the Declaration of Independence, which had been
written largely by Jefferson. Though the vote for actual
independence took place on July 2nd, from then on the
4th became the day that was celebrated as the birth of
American independence.
Did you know?
John Adams believed that July 2nd was the correct
date on which to celebrate the birth of American
independence, and would reportedly turn down invitations
to appear at July 4th events in protest.
Three of the first five Presidents died on the 4th of July.
John Adams and Thomas Jefferson both died on July
4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence. Our 5th President James
Monroe died July 4, 1831. Our 30th President, Calvin
Coolidge, was born on July 4, 1872.

July Birthdays
1st Peebles, Madison
2nd Mizener, Daniel
3rd Zemaityte, Dalia
4th Brown, Elijah Donald
6th Gocan, Evon L.

7th Gocan, Karla
9th Turner, Tamara
16th Bull, Charlotte
19th Fullmer, Peg
20th Leibold, Nan

22nd Hise, Amy
22nd Onyeacholem, Sunny
24th Daniels, Betty
25th Farmer, Gentrias
25th Shepherd, Gabriella

25th Walker, Barbara
26th Chapman-Martinez, Jessica
27th Preston, Arianna
28th Gordon, Hannah
28th Melton, Tia M.

28th Stevens, Jordan
30th Anderson, Richard
30th Ruhoff, Hannah
31st Cicco, Alex
31st Kidd, Kyle
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Matilda the Musical Postponed, not Canceled

Calvary Meals For The Homeless
by Tina Marr
Friday, July 24 at 4:00 PM
Our provision of hot meals on the fourth Friday of each
month is still proceeding during the coronavirus pandemic,
thanks to thinking outside the box to put food inside the
(takeout) box!
Beginning with our March 27 meal, we switched from
serving food buffet style in the gymnasium at New Life
at Calvary church (located at the corner of E. 79th Street
and Euclid Avenue) to filling takeout containers with a
full meal comprised of chicken, macaroni and cheese,
corn or green beans, bread and butter, fruit, cookies, and
bottled water. Our guests maintain social distancing by
waiting outside the church and then coming in two at a
time, picking up a meal, and exiting out the other end of
the building. They greet us and wave to those of us in the
kitchen as they pass through the gym! We miss seeing
them in the usual way, but this will have to do for now.
It is so gratifying to know that First Baptist Church of
Greater Cleveland can help our neighbors in Cleveland in
this way. We have all seen how overwhelmed the food
banks are, not just here but across the country. We are so
happy to be able to still “Walk the Talk” with this ministry.
I’m so thankful to those of you who remain faithful
helpers and donors.
Here are ways you can help: Bring your clean restaurant
takeout containers to FBC, donate a food item for next
month’s meal service, make a monetary donation through
FBC labeled for Calvary, and/or volunteer to work with us
in the kitchen at New Life at Calvary on the fourth Friday
of the month. The need for containers is great, so please
be sure to save them for us if you are able.
Our next meal service will be on Friday, July 24, 2020,
from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. at New Life at Calvary, located
at the corner of East 79th Street and Euclid Avenue. We
hope you can join us for all or part of the time. If you
are not able to attend, no worries. Maybe you’d like to
donate a food item. If you have any questions or interest
in assisting with this ministry, please contact Tina Marr –
firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary

A Lot of Hungry People Fed!
by Karen Cass-Gill
Saturday, July 11 at 10:00 AM
A big thank you to all of our volunteers who helped us with
our June food distribution. The Cleveland Food Bank offered
us the opportunity this month to participate in their Farmers
to Families program where we received pre-boxed produce
and dairy products. We were able to serve 532 people in our
community! We also partnered with the Friends of the Heights
Library to help them distribute books and DVD’s. A big thank
you to Nate Hurle who guided us in the development of safety
guidelines to help keep everyone safe.

Our next distribution will be July 11th from 10:00 am to 12:00
pm. Due to COVID-19 and social distancing, distributions
at the church will be drive-up only. Guests are asked to
make room in their trunks prior to their arrival. A valid
ID is required to participate. For further information, visit
firstbaptistcleveland.org/food-giveaway.
Please help us spread the word!

The decision has been made. The Happy Ending Lyric
Players (HELP) spring 2020 production of “MATILDA” has
been rescheduled for March of 2021.
Set to open the week in March of this year when
Governor Mike DeWine chose to cancel all public
gatherings of more than 10 people, there was uncertainty
as to whether to cancel “Matilda” outright or to try to
gauge the possibilities of performance dates during the
summer or even into the fall. Having worked hard in
rehearsal for about 8 weeks before the cancellation the
cast and crew were conflicted about the way forward.
Some cast members might want to look to other
opportunities. Some production staff had already had
inquiries about participation in other shows. Cancellation
was certainly an option on the table.
Director Kelley Pernicone said, “I agree that next spring is
best. I sent an email to the cast and crew about reschedule

by Mike Skerritt

possibilities and overwhelmingly it looks as if next spring is
a better decision for everyone. I’m looking at March 5 - 14,
2021 for a two-weekend, 6-performance run. This puts us
well ahead of Easter so there shouldn’t be any conflicts.”
While making a decision like this does settle the biggest
option, but not all the issues.
1. The performance rights to virtually every play or
musical ever written is controlled by a handful of licensing
companies, almost all of whom are based in New York.
HELP applies for a license to the company that controls
the show it would like to present, indicating the dates and
number of performances, number of seats offered per
performance, and ticket prices. The company then advises
the cost for a license. You can’t just change the date
without permission by the licensing company for several
reasons. One is that they never let HELP do a show if a
traveling Broadway company is coming through town at the
same time. Changed dates must be approved.
2. At First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland where HELP
presents its theater productions a large extension that
projects the stage out into the middle of the room had
been constructed.
3. Faithful patrons who always support the productions
financially had to be contacted to see if they wanted their
money back, at least until next year. Program advertisers
were advised of the delay, with the hope none would
cancel their ads. Patron support and program ads cover up
to 35% of production costs.
All of these hurdles and more have been cleared thanks to
Director Pernicone and “Matilda” is on track for six great
performances in March of 2021. Watch for upcoming reminders!

Nicaragua Mission Trip Canceled

by Nancy Wheaton

Every Sunday we join together virtually for our worship
service. It is the next best thing to being here. It is a
blended service with contemporary and traditional music.
We may be separated but we can come together with
everyone around the globe. We welcome you to tell a
friend to join us no matter where they are.
youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

Due to the COVID-19 we must cancel this year’s mission
trip. Nicaragua is about six weeks behind us and is currently
experiencing many deaths and the hospitals are full! Airlines
are not flying to or leaving from the country. AMOS continues
to services those in need and send medical personnel to out
lying areas. We continue to pray for those who work and live
in Nicaragua. Please keep your options open for joining us the
summer of 2021 for a life-changing experience.

Clothing For Men’s Shelter
by Fran Leanza
abilities from God to grow the Church in Spirit and numbers
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God calls us as believers to discover and use our
spiritual gifts in order to grow the Church in Spirit
and in numbers. More class videos and materials
are now available online firstbaptistcleveland.org/
spiritual-gifts-classes.classes/ “

We are collecting men’s clothing for the men’s shelter at 2100
Lakeside. Thanks for your generosity one delivery has been
made and a second delivery will be made at the end of July.
Needed are washable summer clothes, shoes, socks, jackets
and rain gear.
Please leave your donations in the Fairmount Hall, mark the
bag/box MEN’S SHELTER. Your donations are needed and
much appreciated!
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Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon
or want to hear
one again?
firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons

2020 FBC Lay Leadership

Serving in Ministry

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins
Vice Moderator: Carolyn Neal
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Melinda Burns

Ministries

Children’s Center: Frank Marino
Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler
Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,
& Communications
Discipleship:
Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,
Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups
Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins
Stephen Ministry, Deacons,
& New Member Orientation
Stewardship: Dan Mizener
Finance and Property: Monroe Goins

Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon - Associate Pastor/
Business Administrator
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministries

Music Ministries

Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

Marketing/Photography/Video

Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media

Office

Missions & Social Concerns: Annette Szalay

Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.

Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

Send content for the next issue by July 15th to Greg
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Aug 1

