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In
This

Issue

Draw us forth, God of all creation.

Draw us forward and away from limited 
certainty into the immense world of your love.

Give us the capacity to even for a moment  
taste the richness of the feast you give us.

Give us the peace to live with uncertainty, 
with questions, with doubts.

Help us to experience the resurrection 
anew with open wonder and an 
increasing ability to see you in the 
people of Easter.

Draw Us Forth

We may be apart but never alone! During 
these times when our faith may be tested 
we always have a safety net. If you need 
anything you can always turn to your church 
family and ultimately GOD. Plese let us 
know if you have any needs or concerns. 
The building may be closed but your church 
is always open!
Here are some instructions for connecting 
with us during this COVID-19 pandemic. 
Bookmark our Church Updates page. Our 
worship service is streamed LIVE Sunday 
morning on YouTube  while previous videos 

can be viewed anytime on our YouTube 
Channel. Our Christian education is now 
available through telephone conferencing, 
sign up to receive instructions email 
notifications. Our youth are active in their 
online Zoom meetings Sunday mornings. 
We have been in contact with our children 
through email so please sign up to get on 
the children’s email list. Our Spiritual Gifts 
classes are going online, you can find them 
on the web page. If you have anyone that 
needs our prayers please submit a request 
online for our prayer team. Stay healthy!

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/updates/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/live?reload=9
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/live?reload=9
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/youth-group/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritual-gifts-classes/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritual-gifts-classes/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/first-baptist-online/prayer-requests/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/first-baptist-online/prayer-requests/
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Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor2

As we entered into the celebration of a new year, the thought 
that our world would stop due to an oversea virus would not have 
entered our minds. Coronavirus was not even identified until early 
January. Yet, in a matter of weeks its deadly threat was upon 
us. Churches in our community responded to the concern by 
cancelling all public gatherings including public worship services, 
the heart of Christian celebration of community life. With the 
advances in technology, an alternative to cancellations allowed 
participants to connect through our live-streaming of our worship 
services, conference calls, and platforms of video sharing. 
At the time of the writing of this article, we are still looking for the 
light at the end of the COVID-19 tunnel. Easter services are in the 
balance. A number of programs, activities and events scheduled 
from March to May have been cancelled, postponed or rescheduled. 
In addition to these changes arises concerns about the church’s 
financial situation. The Children Center and Church have made the 
decision not to punish our staff for circumstances which are beyond 
ourselves. Therefore, we have been working to sustain salaries 
during the time of mandated isolation. Our Investment Committee 
also has been diligently looking that the economic impact upon our 
church endowments, which have taken a sustainable hit. 
Here’s what each of us can do:

1) Pray for one another and for our country and world. 
Each of us are potential victims of COVID-19. Therefore 
pray, remain in isolation as much as possible, wash your 
hands, and be patient.

2) Encourage one another by indirect contact. Call, text, 
e-mail, Skype or FaceTime your family, friends and 
church family. 

3) Set aside your tithes and offerings. 
 You may give online through the church web page.   

  https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/online-giving
  Mail your checks to: 

  First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland  
  3630 Fairmount Blvd. 
  Shaker Heights, OH 44118

 Bring your tithes and offerings to the church once this 
health crisis has past and public worship has resumed. 

4)  Stay updated regarding current situation by going to 
our church web page at 

     firstbaptistcleveland.org or our Facebook at First Baptist 
Church of Greater Cleveland

5)  Use this time to deepen your relationship with God. 
Social isolation provides time to spend alone with God 
to read, study, meditate and pray.

This following is an article by written by Rabbi Warren Goldstein, 
published in the Jerusalem Post March 23, 2020, impressed me 
and I would like to share it with you.
“Dealing with the coronavirus is a medical and emotional 
challenge, yet it can also take us on a spiritual journey.
This virus is a powerful reminder of our common humanity. It 
does not discriminate by race, religion or nationality. It infects 
the rich just as readily as it does the poor. It renders important 

officials just as vulnerable as ordinary citizens. In its path we are 
all equal, which means we all must face this crisis together. At a 
time of heightened polarization around the world, this pandemic is 
reminding us of our shared humanity. Its relentless spread should 
reinforce our faith in the common dignity of all human beings.
The shared humanity of every human being is a sacred principle 
that has its origins in the creation of the universe. According to 
the Scriptures, God made the world in a way that emphasized 
the equality of every human being. We are, all of us, brothers 
and sisters, called by God to treat each other with respect and 
compassion. By originating all of humanity from only two people, 
God also conveys, say our sages, the sanctity of every human life. 
At the heart of our individual preciousness and shared dignity 
the Pirkei Avot states “Beloved is the human being created in 
the image of God.” This means we are all graced with a spiritual 
dimension we call a soul that reflects, in some way, the majesty, 
brilliance and light of God Himself. Our souls are the source of all 
the creativity, genius, energy and tenacity of the human spirit.
Our sages teach us that God, in granting each of us a soul, 
invites us to be His partners in creation. We all have the power 
to act and behave in a way that helps make the world a better 
place. Side by side with the awesome power of the human spirit 
is the existential vulnerability of the human condition.
Our lives sit at the awkward seam of apparent contradictions: 
We are physical but also spiritual; we have bodies but also 
souls; we are essentially frail but also remarkably strong; our 
bodies are mortal but our souls are immortal. As human beings, 
we live with an acute awareness of our own vulnerability, which 
is why we turn, with humility, to God. When we have faith, 
even our darkest times are blessed with His light.
Our response to the current pandemic reflects this paradox 
of the human condition. On the one hand, we are deploying 
our remarkable medical, scientific and operational resources 
to stave off disaster. On the other hand, the coronavirus is a 
poignant reminder of our collective fragility. Despite our grand 
21st-century advancements in medicine and technology, a 
stealthy and invisible virus has demonstrated our weakness. We 
recognize and express in prayers our fundamental vulnerability, 
and acknowledge that we are, after all, in God’s hands.
As we collectively grapple with this threat to our well-being, let us 
each embrace this crisis as an opportunity to embark on a journey 
of spiritual growth of recommitting ourselves to treating everyone 
with equality and dignity; of celebrating the greatness, creativity and 
tenacity of the human spirit; of humbly accepting our vulnerability and 
connecting with God Who made us in His image, and endowed us with 
not only the strength to persevere but also with the spirit to thrive.
Let us emerge from this turbulent and unsettling chapter of human 
history, as greater people with more compassion, faith, appreciation 
and strength than ever before.”

Kregg’s Korner

E L E M E N TA RYA P R I L  2 0 2 0

WEEK THREE 
PHILIPPIANS 2:3 -8

Servant Principle

SAY THIS: 
Put others first because

Jesus put you first.

WEEK FOUR
LUKE 24:13 -35 

On the Road to Emmaus

SAY THIS: 
There’s always more to

discover about God’s plan. 

WEEK ONE
MATTHEW 26:36 -56

Jesus Prays
in Gethsemane 

SAY THIS: 
Put others first. 

WEEK TWO
JOHN 18:12-20:23 

Crucified and Risen  

SAY THIS: 
Jesus put us first.

H U M I L I T Y :
PUTTING OTHERS FIRST

BY GIVING UP WHAT YOU 
THINK YOU DESERVE

R E M E M B E R
T H I S :

“Don’t do anything only to get 
ahead. Don’t do it because you are 
proud. Instead, be humble. Value 

others more than yourselves.”
PHILIPPIANS 2:3, NI rV

P R E S C H O O LA P R I L  2 0 2 0

WEEK ONE
MATTHEW 21:1-11, 15 -16

People celebrated Jesus
by waving palm branches in
the air and spreading their

coatson the road.

WEEK TWO
MATTHEW 26:20 -50;

27:1-2; 28:1-7

Angry men hurt Jesus so
bad that He died, but

Jesus came back, just like
He said He would.

WEEK THREE
JOHN 21:1-14

Jesus made breakfast on
the beach for the disciples

after He came back.

WEEK FOUR
MATTHEW 28:19-20

Jesus tells His disciples to
go and tell everyone,

everywhere that He is alive.

B A S I C  T R U T H :
JESUS WANTS TO BE MY 

FRIEND FOREVER.

R E M E M B E R
T H I S :

“I am alive
for ever and ever!”

REVELATION 1:18, NIV

S A Y  T H I S :
Who is alive?  

JESUS IS ALIVE.

(Infants-4th grade) 

Preschool & 
Elementary 
Children’s 
March
Schedule 

Due to the 
Covid-19 virus 
and our weekly 
worship service 
moving online we 
now offer all of 
our children’s and 
youth Christian 
education, events, 
and activities 
online. Be sure 
and complete the 
form on the site to 
receive all of the 
latest emails.

Preschool Elementary

Faith In Action Weekend

Blessings,

by Karen Gill

Hebrews 6:10  “God is not unjust, he will not forget your 
work and the love you have shown him as you have 
helped his people and continue to help them.”
The weekend of June 6th you will have several 
opportunities to lend a helping hand to folks in our 
community. Saturday, June 6th you can join our FBC team 
at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo for the Hunger Network’s 
Walk/Run for Hunger. As a bonus, after the event you 
will be able to stay and enjoy a day at the zoo with your 
family and friends for free. Or you can volunteer to help 
distribute produce at the Mobile Pantry here at the church. 
This program began last year as a Faith in Action project. 
Last summer we served 615 families and distributed over 
40,222 pounds of produce. On Sunday, June 7th we will 
be leaving the pews in our Sanctuary to go out into the 
community to perform a variety of service projects.
Studies show that serving others results in a stronger 
sense of purpose and meaning in life which leads to better 
mental and physical well being. It is also pleasing to God! 
Please take an opportunity June 6th and 7th to share your 
time, talents and treasures with our neighbors.

One of our former long term active church 
leaders, Dian (Dee) Embury Goss passed 
away on February 23 at the Vidant Hospice 
House in Greenville surrounded by her 
loving family after a long battle with 
mantle cell lymphoma. Dian was born on 
October 10, 1940. She is survived by her 
devoted husband (David) of 54 years and 
3 children – Jennifer Spring and her husband, Scott of 
Boston, MA; Benjamin Goss and wife Cindy of Vienna, 
VA; Goeffrey Goss and wife Laurie of Charlotte, NC – 8 
grandchildren and 2 sisters.
Dee grew up in Warsaw, NY, attended Bucknell University 
(where she met her husband David), and lived most 
of her adult life in Shaker Heights, OH (33 years) and 
Albemarle Plantation, Hertford, NC (15 years). She was 
an elementary school teacher for over 20 years in Long 
Beach, CA, Pittsford, NY and Shaker Heights, OH. She also 
received a Masters of Education degree from Cleveland 
State University.
Many of us remember her for her captivating smile and 
laugh, her spiritual church life through Stephen Ministry 
for over 30 years, Choir, HELP, Sunday school teaching, 
and editing of the Tower Tidings. Also her community 
service and her passion for golf, singing (3 different 
groups), writing/producing books for her grandchildren 
and being a crafts person (primarily personalized dip-n-
drape dolls and photography).

Dian (Dee) Embury Goss

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/first-baptist-online/online-giving/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/first-baptist-online/online-giving/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/childrens-ministries/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/children-youth/youth-group/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/faith-in-action/
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News From Our American Baptist 
Headquarters

“Over the past few weeks, as response to the COVID-19 
pandemic has intensified, we have received numerous 
inquiries and expressions of concern for IM global servants 
from our supporting friends and churches. All of us at IM 
thank you for remembering the missionaries at the frontlines 
of God’s mission.
The safety and 
welfare of IM global 
servants are always of 
paramount importance 
and under continual 
monitoring, even during uneventful seasons. In response 
to the COVID-19 crisis, IM has taken steps to gauge 
and ensure global servants’ well-being, including: Risk 
assessments, Support systems and Contingency plans”
IM’s Executive Director / CEO, Sharon Koh shared that IM 
makes every effort to prepare for and take necessary action 
to ensure the safety and welfare of our global servants. 
Yet our confidence and hope rest in God and in God’s 
constancy and sovereignty in a world full of uncertainty and 
suffering. We value and welcome your prayers as we walk 
together in faith. Please remember to make your America 
for Christ (AFC) Offering contributions, American Baptist 
Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) ministers to families 
who have lost homes to floods, to children living lives of 
limitation in poverty, to seminarians preparing to devote 
their lives to sharing the Good News, and many more. We 
have been answering God’s call to heal broken families and 
communities—as well as cultivate strong Christian leaders 
and equip passionate disciples—since 1832.
As all of our home missionaries are busy at work with their 
usual tasks and now dealing with the virus coming to their 
areas of service your financial help is truly needed. Just 
mark the memo on your check “America for Christ” and send 
to the church office. Every dollar will make a difference. 
More Info - abhms.org/afc/

by Fran Leanza

We are not yet postponing our mission trip to Nicaragua 
this June, however since we do not know how this virus 
will continue we will watch closely the coming months.
On March 11, 2020 the world Health Organization officially 
declared COVID-19 a global pandemic. 
As of today the virus has spread to 134 countries around 
the world. The Ministry of Health has still not confirmed 
any cases in Nicaragua. 
There are confirmed cases in both Honduras and Costa 
Rica- neighbors to the north and south, it has been 
recognized that it is only a matter of time before cases 
are confirmed in Nicaragua.
Nicaragua the poorest Spanish-speaking country in all Latin 
America—what will it mean for the world and to Nicaragua. 
As a country , Nicaragua has a very high poverty rate – 
estimates project that up to 32% of the population will be 
living on US$1.79 or less per day by the end of 2020.
According to Dr. David Paragon AMOS is coordinating with 
local network org and the Ministery of Health to monitor 
the situation. They are also sharing prevention guidelines 
with medical and non-medical staff in Nicaragua is 
working on preventive health education.
It has been decided to suspend all delegations scheduled 
to come to visit AMOS in the months of March through May.
We are grateful for your ongoing support that has allowed us 
to remain faithful to our mission of sharing health and hope.
Please pray for our community health workers, our 
staff, our organizational partners, and front-line health 
providers. that we may all work together to prevent the 
spread of the virus.
David Paragon
Executive Director 
AMOS Health and Hope
More Info - firstbaptistcleveland.org/nicaragua

Nicaragua Mission Trip by Nancy Wheaton

Now Saturday, September 19 
Registration starts at 8:00AM
Save the date! You don’t want to miss the 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
Women’s Conference. Danita Harris will be our keynote 
speaker. Danita is a WEWS News 5 anchorwoman and an 
Emmy-Award winning journalist. She uses her profession 
as a main anchor to reach many people. She feels blessed 
to work in the broadcasting industry because it partners 
well with her commitment to community service.
Danita is also an ordained and licensed minister who was 
born in Chester, Pa. Her favorite scripture is Luke 12:48 
“For everyone to whom much is given, of him shall much 
be required.” She currently attends Church on the North Coast 
in Wickliffe. firstbaptistcleveland.org/womens-conference

Women’s Conference

Going Digital
Our classes are 
moving online. God 
calls us as believers 
to discover and use 
our spiritual gifts in 

order to grow the Church in Spirit and in numbers. The 
Holy Spirit enables us through spiritual gifts to build the 
Church. FBC needs your gifts. View classes on the web.
God calls. Please answer! - firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritual-gifts

Broadway Plus! by Helena Safarova

We are honored to present the Broadway Concert each 
year to help raise funds to continue First Baptist’s Music 
and Fine Arts mission. We appreciate your support and 
look forward to this each year. Unfortunately, due to the 
Coronavirus we will have to cancel for 2020 but look 
forward to seeing you in 2021.

It is with a heavy heart that we announce that our 
Spring Production of Matilda is postponed. While we are 
disappointed that we won’t be able to share this story 
with you at this time, we want to ensure the health 
and safety of our HELP Family and our community! We 
would like to thank the cast and crew for their hard 
work and appreciate the support of our patrons. We are 
currently discussing the possibility of rescheduling and 
will keep you updated as we make decisions. More Info - 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/matilda

Matilda The Musical by Kelley Pernicone

This is my annual spring reminder about the FBC 
Memorial Garden. Many folks are still not aware of its 
existence. It’s not very visible along the church driveway 
parallel to Eaton Road at the east side of the Sanctuary 
but it is a delightful, small, commemorative area of the 
church property. Called the Memorial Garden of the First 
Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland, It was established 
more than 40 years ago, and it was designed to enable 
grieving friends and relatives of members and friends of 
First Baptist to have a paver (brick) engraved with a loved 
one’s name, year of birth, and year of death, and placed 
in the garden as an ongoing tribute and memory for 
future visitation and comfort. Folks are then encouraged 
to spend a quiet moment in the garden reflecting on their 
loved ones life and relationships.
Now would be the time for you to honor a relative or 
friend by purchasing a paver and having it engraved. 

Springtime 2020 In The First Baptist Church Memorial Garden by Mike Skerritt

Cabin Fever? Free Digital Library

Access thousands of titles on your 
computer, tablet or phone for FREE!   
firstbaptistcleveland.org/rightnow

Now Saturday, August 29, starting at 9:30 a.m.
Our May 2nd. FBC Women’s Retreat is not canceled but 
postponed untill Saturday, August 29. Please mark your 
calendars now and save that date. This will be our thirty 
first retreat! We promise you that this will be another 
rewarding experience for all who attend.
Some pictures from over the years.....
firstbaptistcleveland.org/womens-retreat-registration

FBC Women’s Retreat
Our Tradition Will Continue

by Fran Leanza

2011

2002

2018

We currently have four pavers ready for installation as 
soon as the weather breaks. Pavers cannot be installed 
in the garden walkway during the winter months when 
the ground is frozen. So If you would like to memorialize 
someone this spring we encourage you to complete an 
order form right away and turn it into the church office 
along with a check for $140 made out to First Baptist 
Church to cover the cost of engraving and installation. 
Order forms are available in the church office. Your paver 
will be ordered and installed as soon as possible. Lead time 
in good weather is usually about four weeks. If you have 
any questions please contact Mike Skerritt or Jeff Gordon.

Replace form on web page to remove 
password

https://abhms.org/afc/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/nicaragua/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/womens-conference/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/spiritual-gifts/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/matilda/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/rightnow-media/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/womens-retreat-registration/
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4th Virginia Alt
7th Shaina Brewer
7th Lois Krajcovic
8th James Brightup
8th James Shelley

9th Barbara Baus
11th John Negus
12th Ashlie Dyer
13th Sarah Gray Murphy
13th Phyllis Ruppert

15th Leslie Brown
17th Sarah True
20th Julie Stern
22nd Francina Cardwell
23rd Melvin Garthrite

23rd Lissy Gulick
24th Gwen Dyer
26th Jennifer Bopple
27th Joan Parajon
27th Laura Parajon

April Birthdays

Kairos Prison Cookie Ministry

Our prison visit did not happen. Along with most large 
events, the Ohio prison system went on lock down 
and our retreat was cancelled. We will likely return in 
September. So what happened to your cookies??? We met 
as a team on Saturday March 14th and collected all baked 
cookies (some 20,000). You will be glad to know that they 
have been distributed to various food pantries in NE Ohio. 
Thank you for your faithfulness and we are sure God used 
them in great ways.
More Info -  
firstbaptistcleveland.org/kairos

by Brian 
Broadbent

29th James Knauf
30th Vincent Tillman

Calvary Meals For The Homeless
Friday, April 24, at 4:00 PM

Our next meal service will be on Friday, April 24, 2020, 
from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. at New Life at Calvary, located 
at the corner of East 79th Street and Euclid Avenue. We 
hope you can join us for part or all of the time. If you are 
not able to attend, no worries. Maybe you’d like to donate 
a food item. We will be providing a takeout hot meal for 
those who need meals more now than ever. If you have any 
questions or interest in assisting with this ministry, please 
contact Tina Marr – through the form at the bottom of our 
page firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary.

by Tina Marr

Angela Zawada Recital Review
Maybe it was the ambiance of the FBC Sanctuary. Maybe 
it was the gorgeous red gown that matched beautifully 
quaffed red hair, Maybe it was the rhinestone necklace. 
Maybe it was the enthusiasm of the appreciative crowd. 
Maybe it was piano wizardly of Adam Whiting, the 
accompanist.
Certainly all of 
these things 
contributed to the 
success of Angela’s 
Zawada’s solo 
recital that Sunday 
evening March 8, 
but without the 
vocal mastery on a wide variety of musical genres the 
recital would not have been the success it was. Angela, 
currently studying with Richard Anderson, presented 
music by Handel, Mozart, Schumann, Faure’ and Samuel 
Barber that vividly demonstrated her ability to show 
pathos, contemplation, sadness and exuberant joy, all in 
one evening.
The longing expressed in Handel’s 
piece “O Sleep,” from Semele 
was tenderly expressed as was 
Cleopatra’s sadness and loss of 
hope at the death of Julius Caesar in 
“Piangero la sorte mia” from Julius 
Caesar in Egypt. Mozart lightened 
the mood significantly in Angela’s 
rousing rendition of “Exultate, 
jubilate!” demon-strating the wide 
range of emotions Angels is capable 
of expressing.
After a short intermission Angela 
sang selections from a Robert 
Schumann song cycle “Frauenliebe 
und leben” that follows the progression of a woman’s love 
and life. You can imagine the range of emotions that such 
a song cycle would include, and Angela presented all of 
them beautifully.
Three pieces by Gabriel Faure’ were an excellent 
introduction to Faure’s incredible musicality that everyone 
acknowledges exists in his famous Requiem.
Angela closed the program with three pieces by Samuel 
Barber ending with “The Man I Love” made famous by 

Billy Holiday among others. The 
opening lines refer to the night and 
to dreams. Once again Angela rose 
to the occasion with mesmerizing 
vocal flexibility on this old standard.
We definitely want Angela to 
schedule another recital in the 
2020-2021 Fine Arts Season!

Nocturne “Songs of the Night 
and Dreams”

by Mike Skerritt

Start feeling better and get back to doing the things you love!
Chronic pain — pain lasting six months or more from a 
variety of causes—can cause you to feel irritable, tired, 
isolated, or helpless, and keep you from doing the things 
you enjoy. Researchers at Stanford University have 
developed Chronic Pain Self-Management (CPSM) to teach 
proven techniques for safely and effectively managing 
pain. This free workshop will be presented by Fairhill 
Partners at First Baptist at a date to be determined.
Register now and we will send you updates about the date! 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/chronic-pain-self-management

Chronic Pain 
Self-Management

Hello Family! Stephen 
Ministry is proud to 
inform you that we have 

Three New 
Stephen 
Ministers!
We are extremely proud and happy that LeShun “Ship” 
Collins, Traci Hixson and Mary Wild have completed their 
50 hour Stephen Ministry training. We have postponed 
their commissioning, however, due to COVID-19 until a 
date TBD. 
Until their official commissioning, and to help you get 
to know them better, we wanted to celebrate our new 
Stephen Ministries with brief bios. In alphabetically order:

LeShun “Ship” Collins
Ship is a highly accomplished 
educator and innovator for 
over 20 years. He empowers 
young minds as well as 
challenges his peers to 
transcend the common and 
accepted thoughts of social 
confines. Ship is leading the 

conversation and ultimately the transformation of 
social injustice by breaking down its barriers. 

Traci M. Hixson
Traci is a lifelong Shaker Heights 
resident who has been practicing 
law for 30 years and currently 
serves as an Administrative Law 
Judge for the Social Security 
Administration. Her grandfather 
was a Baptist preacher and Traci 
was baptized at the age of 13. 

She feels blessed to join the Stephen Ministry and looks 
forward to serving at FBC.

Mary Wild
Mary has been a FBC member 
for 35 years, has taught Sunday 
school, and served on Council 
and Missions Cluster. She is a 
registered nurse who has worked 
in public health, infectious 
disease and mental health 
agencies. Mary looks forward to 

serving FBC as a Stephen Minister.
We are asking our FBC family to keep Stephen Ministry, 
our three new ministers, and our national and local 
leaders in our collective prayers. We love and appreciate 
your support! Be safe!
Blessings, 
Anne Eichmann, Iris Goins, Mari Schroeder Jenkins  
& Jennifer Whatley Williams
FBC Stephen Minister Leaders 
More Info - firstbaptistcleveland.org/stephen-ministry

During this dark time we continue to see the bright spots 
though good deeds performed for others. Liz Gokel and 
Helena Safarova are making masks.
Laura Preston, Ari, and Gia created chalk drawings 
with hearts flowers and words of encourgement on the 
driveway for the Kenards who were appreciative. Laura 
has also been visiting her students homes, dropping off 
computers and educational materials.
Skyler Hurle gets Friendship Class members involved. 
        See More Bright Spots

By the grace of God, we are meeting via telephone 
conferencing to fellowship and study the Bible.

Wednesdays in the Word  
Every Wednesday  7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Dance, Stand, Run – Women’s Group 
by Jess Connolly 
Led by Martha Lant, Sandra Alexander-Haynes,  
Tobili Sam Yellowe, and Charmie Scott 
By Telephone Conference
No More Excuses: Be The Man God Made  
You To Be – Men’s Group 
by Tony Evans 
Led by Eddie Wills 
By Telephone Conference

Sunday Discipleship Hour 
Soon To Be Available By Telephone Conference
More Information or signup- 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule

Virtual Christian Education Schedule

Take Charge of Your Pain! 
Workshop Postponed

Random Acts Of Kindness

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/kairos/
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/calvary/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/chronic-pain-self-management/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/stephen-ministry/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/bright-spots/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule/


 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Content deadline for next Tower Tidings:  Apr. 15th 
The next issue will be mailed May 1, 2020 
Please e-mail articles or news to Greg Beckner: 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: April 1, 2020 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office – 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center – 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of 
Greater Cleveland

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Carolyn Neal 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Melinda Burns

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Ship Collins 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Dan Mizener 
 Property and Finance, Stewardship Campaign, 
 & Endowment and Audit

Missions & Social Concerns: Annette Szalay

Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2020 FBC Lay Leadership

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?

firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons
Live Worship Streaming Sunday 10AM 
youtube.com/channel/
UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/live

Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon - Associate Pastor/
Church Administrator
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes -  
Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry

Music Ministries
Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director 

Office
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.
Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Marketing

Serving in Ministry

mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Tower%20Tiding%20Content%20Included
http://firstbaptistcleveland.org
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Question%20About%20First%20Baptist%20Church
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q/live

