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Tower Tidings

All the proceeds from this concert will go 
towards the capital campaign for Stella 
Maris. Currently we have a matching grant 
and whatever we raise for this donation 
will be doubled by the Lozick Foundation. 
We have lost over 300,000 people to the 
opiate epidemic. Stella Maris still has a 
waiting list of over 100 people waiting to 
get into detox. To make matters worse now 

we are seeing an increase in cocaine and 
methamphetamine that is cut with Fentanyl 
creating new problems with opiate addiction 
but targeting a different demographic. 
Please come to this concert or buy a ticket 
and sponsor someone in treatment so they 
can attend the 
concert . 
More Info

Rock of Faith Benefit Concert

R o c k o f f a i t h

SEPTEMBER 7TH, 2019
3630 FAIRMOUNT BLVD
SHAKER HEIGHTS, OH 44118
Call Karen Gill at 216-496-5672 for
ticket information

A Transformation Of The Soul:
A Journey From Addiction To Recovery 

Told Through Secular Music

September 7th, 2019

6PM Appetizers & Silent Auction
7PM Concert

Tickets
$20 Adults 
$15 Seniors 

$10 Students

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/rock-of-faith/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/rock-of-faith/
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Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor

2

Brandon was eight years old when he went to live with 
his grandparents. With a mother who had a long history 
of drug abuse and who was recently incarcerated and 
had no knowledge of the whereabouts of his father,  
Brandon’s next of kin was his mom’s parents who lived 
in very small town miles away from the hardships of his 
young upbringing. 
Next to the grandparents’ house was a very old church. 
Only a few families attended on any given Sunday but 
Brandon discovered that one door of the church was 
never locked which gave him access to the building. His 
grandparents weren’t the sort to hover over the young 
boy but believed that he could explore as long as he 
could hear their voice shout for his time to come home. 
Inside the church, the boy found the stained glass 
windows and oak pews and pine floors becoming his own 
sanctuary- his private and personal space. The old smell 
of wood had a unique aroma as he sat watching the dust 
particles dancing in the sunbeams across the room. A 
large cross hanging on the wall loomed over everything. 
For Brandon, he entered the building not as a trespasser 
but as a pilgrim. He would sit and think of his family. 
One day during lunch, Brandon asked his Grandpa 
about why the cross was so large. Grandpa paused for 
a very long time and said, “It’s big because it represents 
something that’s very big indeed. Jesus died for everyone 
in the whole world, that includes you and me.” Brandon’s 
eyes got really big. “That was a long time ago, did Jesus 
really know me way back then?” With a gentle smile, 
Grandpa replied, “Jesus knows all about you and he loves 
you. Now that’s the best part.” 
The next day, Brandon found his way into the church and 

sat in the back looking intently at the cross. However, it 
looked somehow different. Before it seemed to be marking 
a place of ownership as if to say, “this is my room” but 
now it appeared to be pointing upward “look up to me.” 
Still filled with questions, young Brandon felt a sense of 
serenity come over him as the message of the cross of 
Jesus was there to remind him to look up to God. 
Despite our circumstances, hardships and degrees of 
uncertainty, the knowledge of Jesus’ sacrificial love for us 
represented in the cross calls us to look up to Him. This 
understanding of the cross of Jesus provides us strength 
and peace for our journey through life. 
Each of us have struggles understanding the world around 
us, but I can relate to the story of Brandon. Faith in Jesus 
the Christ has been an anchor to my soul and has pointed 
me to God by means of service and ministry to others. 
The cross points people to God and embraces us by God’s 
love into His family. The cross becomes a place to find 
peace, forgiveness, and hope. 
Our church is open during the week for you to come and 
sit, think, and pray. A staff member us usually around to 
talk and pray for you. Sometimes we need to find that 
sacred place to come to as we ponder the big things in life 
and experience a sense of the sacred through the Savior 
who loves us and is always there for us. 
The church is open beyond Sunday!
Blessings,

From Sept. 29-30 FBC is heading outdoors to go camping. 
Pymatuning State Park has 26 family cottages (sleeps six, 
heated, available year-round) and 32 standard cottages 
(sleeps 4, available May 1 – November 1). There is also 
a premium cottage that includes a dishwasher, a wood 
deck with gas grill, central air, and a 3-person spa. Family 
cottages include gas fireplaces and microwave ovens. All 
cottages are furnished with cable tv, outside grill, fire ring, 
linens, towels, and cooking/eating utensils. There is a 
small beach available for cottage guests.
There is a small beach near the center of the 
campground, a playground, a basketball court, a volleyball 
court, and a nature center. We will have fellowship, fun 
Bible based games and activities. For more information 
about the campground visit the website - 
pymatuning-state-park.org/Recreation/Camping.html

Pymatuning State Park Family Camping

We’re going to pick apples and join in on a day of fun on 
October 20th. Mark your calendars so you don’t schedule 
something less exciting on that date. We will give you 
more information as soon as we have it.

Family Day at Patterson Fruit Farm

Save the Date for Sept 15 - family fun & scavenger hunt at 
horseshoe lake. Details coming. There will be food, games, 
and a family scavenger hunt with prizes! Familes are invited.

Find & Seek BBQ

Cleveland Life Institute

The Cleveland Life Institute was founded in 2017 to continue the 
long tradition of social engagement of First Baptist Church within 
Cleveland. It provides an educational, experiential program to train 
and develop community leaders to engage in the area of societal 
change, social and economic justice to promote our understanding 
of Christ’s call to becoming agents of transformation. The 
Cleveland Life Institute (CLI) is a non-profit organization formed 
out of and under the First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
founded by Rev. Dr. Kregg Burris with Dr. Victor L. Bull as our first 
and current president. 

Statement of Purpose 
The Cleveland Life Institute 
is a faith-based residential, 
executive educational 
program that assists non-
profits with strategic planning 
thereby contributing to the creation of and management of 
social enterprises. The course “Management Skills for Social 
Entrepreneurs” is a program tailored to provide the resources for 
those who desire become social entrepreneurs. cont. on pg. 6

MOPS (Mothers of Pre Schoolers) of First 
Baptist Church will begin meeting every 
other Friday morning from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 
a.m. starting September 13th.  If you know 
a mom of young children interested in 
finding a community of moms, this is it!  For more info 
visit firstbaptistcleveland.org/mops or contact Stephanie 
Price through the form at the bottom of that page.

MOPS (Mothers of Pre Schoolers)

WEEK FOUR
GENESIS 41 

Joseph Interprets
Pharaoh’s Dreams 

SAY THIS:  
When the pressure is on,

you can trust God is with you.

WEEK FIVE
GENESIS 42– 45 

Joseph Forgives His Brothers 

SAY THIS:  
You can trust God has a plan.

WEEK ONE
GENESIS 28:10 -22

Jacob’s Dream 

SAY THIS:  
You can trust God no

matter what. 

WEEK TWO
GENESIS 37, 39:1-2 

Joseph Sold by His Brothers  

SAY THIS:  
When you think you’re alone,
you can trust God is with you.

WEEK THREE 
GENESIS 40

Joseph in Jail 

SAY THIS:  
When life doesn’t make sense,
you can trust God is with you. 

R E M E M B E R
T H I S :

“Trust in the Lord with all
your heart. Do not depend

on your own understanding.
PROVERBS 3:5, NI rV

T R U S T :
PUTTING YOUR

CONFIDENCE IN SOMEONE
YOU CAN DEPEND ON

WEEK ONE
GENESIS 1:3 -8

God made the light and dark on 
day one and the sky and water on 

day two. And it was good.

WEEK TWO
GENESIS 1:9 -13

God made the land, plants, and sea 
on day three. And it was good.

WEEK THREE
GENESIS 1:14 -19

God made the sun, moon, and 
stars on day four. And it was good.

WEEK FOUR
GENESIS 1:20 -25 

And it was good.

WEEK FIVE
GENESIS 1:26 -2:25 

God made people on day six, and 
then He rested on day seven. And 
it was very good. And it was good.

B A S I C  T R U T H :
GOD MADE ME.

R E M E M B E R
T H I S :

“God saw everything
he had made.

And it was very good.”
GENESIS 1:31, NI rV

S A Y  T H I S :
Who made everything?  

GOD MADE EVERY THING.

Preschool Elementary

(Infants-4th grade) 

Preschool & 
Elementary 
Children’s 
September
Schedule 

Sunday mornings 
drop off Preschool 
in room 103 prior 
to worship service.

K-4 are dismissed 
from the worship 
service with Carly  
to Wheaton Center 
from 10:00 a.m.  - 
12 p.m. 

3

Wednesday classes for kids: up to age 4 and then K-6th. The 
K-6th class will meet in Wheaton with devotion time, activity, 
and time to do homework and study. We’ll help with homework!

http://pymatuning-state-park.org/Recreation/Camping.html
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/music-the-arts/choirs/
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The Couples Group is Back!
by Shayne Nevins

Yes!!! You read correctly. Couples Group is BACK! We 
all kind of took a break. When I sat back and looked at 
Couples Group over the years, I smiled. The friendships 
my husband and I have made through this Fellowship in 
our Church here at FBC is AMAZING! With that being said 
we are taking a newer spin on the group. Here is the plan 
going forward:
 - We will plan to meet four times a year, around   

  the change of seasons
 - All couples are welcome (yes that means any age,  

  and yes that means you are invited if you are 
  dating or married)

 -  Babysitters will be available for the young ones
The next couples group meeting will be on Saturday 
Sept. 14th starting at 6:30 PM. It will be a potluck and 
the theme will be announced soon. We will be hosting, 
and we are walking distance from FBC. We hope many of 
you can make this wonderful evening of fellowship. If you 
are interested in joining the Couples Group, would like 
more information, would like the directions to our house 
or have any questions please contact Shayne Nevins 
through the form on the web page -
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/couples-group

VICTORIOUS!
by Mike Skerritt

FAMILY PRAISE AND WORSHIP EVENING A REAL VICTORY!
In July Michael Ward of the FBC Praise Team approached 
the Worship and Fine Arts Cluster about a mid-summer 
Family Praise and Worship Evening. The Cluster liked the 
idea, but concerns about availability of key performers 
during the summer as well as organizational, setup and 
tear down help were expressed. Michael listened, but 
believed he could find the support he needed, so he was 
encouraged to go forward.
After considerable effort the 
evening of Wednesday, August 
14 was found available for 
both the Praise Team and the 
Praise Band, and plans and 
preparations began in earnest. 
The wonderful and inspirational 
results were witnessed by a very 
appreciative audience on Wednesday evening, Aug. 14.
The event, truly family oriented, included a potluck dinner 
for fellowship purposes starting at 6:30 PM followed by a 
concert of music, Bible readings and prayer at 7:30 PM. 
It’s hard to imagine how the event could have been 

more enjoyable.
With Michael’s 
organizational leadership 
and Brian Kozak’s musical 
expertise as music 

director, members of the Praise Team of Laura Preston, 
Carole Negus, Michael Ward, Kaitlyn Gocan, Karen Gill, 
Dan May and John Negus, supported by the FBC Praise 
Band including Brian, Demetrius Steinmetz, Tony Carriero 
and Pete Psarris performed a total of 11 praise songs 
including old standards and some new pieces prepared 
especially for this event.
The whole tone of worship and praise was established 
early by Sonya Kyle who read a very inspirational poem 
and offered a prayer. Bible readings and prayers were 
liberally interspersed among the songs.
The appreciative crowd gave the participants a standing 
ovation, and based on this success, a follow-up event 
is being considered for sometime during the dark, cold 
months of January or February next season. Watch for 
the announcement. You won’t want to miss the next FBC 
Family Praise and Worship Night.

Chancel Choir kicks off on Thursday, September 5th at 
6:30 p.m. with a dessert reception. We will rehearse in 
Spahr Center at 7:15 p.m.
Handbell rehearsals resume on Thursday, 
September 19th at 6:00 p.m. in the loft.
Children’s Choir will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:45-
10:15 a.m.   More Info - firstbaptistcleveland.org/choirs

Music Notes

Why Should I Join the Chancel Choir?
by Mike Skerritt 

Research has shown for some time that singing in a 
choir has tremendous benefits for physical and mental 
wellbeing, leading some to campaign for it to be 
prescribed as a treatment for medical conditions. In 
addition, recent findings from a study suggest that there 
are specific benefits related to choral singing which are 
unique to this pastime.
Benefits include: Camaraderie, Reduced Heart Rate, 
Stress Relief, Improved Lung Capacity, Improved Sense 
of Wellbeing.
SOOOO, what are you waiting for?!?!?  Thursdays at 
7:15 PM to 8:30 PM starting with Social Hour at 6:30 
PM Thursday, September 5. No experience necessary.  
Everyone welcome! See you there!

The Nominating Committee put together a short survey 
for the congregation to gather our members’ spiritual 
gifts, interests, skills and where they are interested in 
serving at FBC. Please take a minute to help out.
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/talents-survey

Your Time & Talents by Julie Mizener 

September 7, 7:00 PM 
Rock of Faith – A Journey from Addiction to Recovery Told 
Through Secular Music - Doors Open at 5:30 PM
October 19, 8:00 PM 
Apollo’s Fire “Echos of Venice”
December 1, 5:30 PM 
Tuba Christmas
December 8, 3:00 PM 
Cleveland Chamber Choir “Women’s Voices Resounding” 
Holidays Old and New
December 14, 3 PM 
Apollo’s Fire – Mini Concert Bach’s Christmas Oratorio
December 14, 8:00 PM 
Apollo’s Fire – Complete Version Bach’s Christmas Oratorio
December 15, 4:00 PM 
A Festival of Lessons and Carols 
In the Tradition of Kings College Chapel
December 22, 12:30 PM 
Children’s Christmas Musical  ”It All Happened in the 
Country”
December 24, 7:00 PM 
Christmas Nativity Pageant (With live animals)
December 24, 11:00 PM 
Candlelight Service
December 2019 - February 2020 
“Portraits of Homelessness” Art Show and 49’ers Program 
on January 19 regarding homelessness
January 11, !2:00 to 4:00 PM 
January 12, 1:00 to 5:00 PM 
January 13, 7:00 to 9:00 PM 
Auditions for H.E.L.P.’s spring musical Matilda
February 21, 7:30 PM 
Jazz-Poetry Night - Demetrius Steinmetz Jazz Ensemble
March 20 & 27, 7:30 PM 
March 21 & 28, 7:30 PM 
March 22 & 29, 2:00 PM 
Happy Ending Lyric Players presents Matilda
May 2, 7:30 PM 
Cleveland Chamber Choir “Strings Attached” – 
with the BlueWater Chamber Orchestra
May 9, 7:30 PM 
“Broadway Plus!” A Musical Potpourri Fundraiser for M&FA
May 17, 2:00 PM 
Suburban Symphony with Choirs from First Baptist and 
Fairmount Presbyterian Gabriel Faure’s Requiem
Visit the webpage for more information.

2019-2020 Music & Fine Arts 
Season Announcement

by Mike Skerritt

Christian Education Schedule
Come join us in these upcoming Sunday and 
Wednesday classes to grow in God’s Word.

Mid Morning Bible Study 
Every Wednesday  11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Study the Bible 
Led by Pastor Kregg 
Every Wednesday  7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Dinner is available starting at 6:00 PM
Wednesdays in the Word  
Invitation to Solitude and Silence 
by Ruth Haley Barton 
Led by Sheri and David Stevens in Livingston
How Do I Hear From God?  
by John Ragsdale 
Led by Jane Pernicone in Spahr Center
Life Changing Prayer  
by Jim Cymbala 
Led by Tobili Sam-Yellowe and  
Charmie Scott in Morrison

Wednesday Women’s Group 
Open Your Bible  
by Raechel Myers & Amanda B. Williams 
Led by Martha Lant in Fireside

Wednesday Men’s Group 
Be Transformed: Christ’s Triumph Means 
Your Transformation by Warren Wiersbe 
Led by Eddie Wills in Montgomery

Sunday Discipleship Hour 
Every Sunday  10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
1st & 2nd Timothy and Titus by Max Lucado 
Led by Marty Capers and 
Wendy Chaney in Fireside
Managing Personal Finances for Christians 
Led by Tammy Gordon in Livingstone
For descriptions of each of the classes visit  
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule

Chil  en’s
Ch  ir

5th Milan Freeman
6th Jane Pernicone
8th Tanya Jones
10th Stacy Garthrite

11th John Marr
12th Audrey Rush
15th Theon Jones
17th Sheral Jones

21st Olney Dekker
21st James Sutherin
25th Anita Bartel
25th Victor Bull

26th Paul Eickmann
30th Kristin Roberts 

September 
Birthdays

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/couples-group/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/victorious/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/victorious/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/music-the-arts/choirs/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/talents-survey/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/music-the-arts/performing-arts-outreach/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/class-schedule/
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Calvary News

Kairos Cookie Ministry
I want to thank everyone for your great support of the 
Kairos prison ministry. We are returning to Trumbull Country 
Correctional Institution on September 19th and we welcome 
your prayers and cookies. The prison has about 1100 
inmates (we call them residents) and 30 of those are going 
through the Kairos program every 6 months. The residents 
are truly changed by the Holy Spirit such that the number of 
fights goes down and, if they get out, the chance of them 
going back is small. This ministry changes lives.

One of the enticements is that we give each resident lots 
of cookies. We even pass out a dozen to each inmate 
throughout the institution. The residents call them “Jesus 
Cookies”. FBC produces dozens of cookies each time we 
go in. We need the cookies on September 8th and they 
can be dropped off next to the office. We also establish a 
prayer chain for people to pray for the retreat throughout 
the entire weekend. I will provide a list of time slots if you 
would pray for 30 minutes for the residents and the team.  
A big thanks goes to the youth who always crank out 
cookies. Please wrap us in prayer. 

In Christ, 
Brian Broadbent 
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/kairos/

Being the coordinator for our monthly meal service at 
Calvary has been an honor over these last few years. 
Before assuming this leadership role, I would regularly 
assist with serving the meal each month with my husband 
John and our two sons. I am hoping to find someone to join 
me as a co-coordinator at this point in my life. Just as in the 
working world, it is important to the success of this volunteer 
service opportunity that we have more than one person who 
knows how to plan and provide this monthly meal.

So maybe you have been searching for something 
meaningful to add to your life. You may discover that this is 
just the right fit for you if you would take the time to chat 
with me to learn more about it. A couple hours of prep and 
one Friday afternoon per month is all it takes to carry out 
this wonderful mission of love expressed to our neighbors. 

If you want more information visit firstbaptistcleveland.
com/homeless or if you have any questions contact me 
through the form at the bottom of that page. Our next 
meal service will be on Friday, September 27, 2019, from 
4:00 to 6:30 p.m., at New Life at Calvary Church, which 
is located at the corner of E. 79th St. and Euclid Avenue. 
Please join us!

by Tina Marr

Our Uniqueness 
Our one year (two semester) program is set up at 
the graduate level and incorporates a classroom 

setting that is both educational and experiential. Our program 
utilizes local experts in industry and education as guest professors 
over the program to engage the students alongside of a primary 
facilitating professor who works with the students over the course 
of the year. The students are provided valuable instruction and 
then work to implement a business model, conduct a feasibility 
study, evaluate their work by a risk management process, examine 
legal issues, project for fund raising, explore partnerships, and 
finalize a strategic plan for the success of their non-profit. 

We are in a position to assist corporations and institutions in the 
implementation of social mandates which many board of directors 
have adopted for their mid-level managers’ mandate for social 
responsibility.

Many institutions teach leadership skills and many more teach 
management skills; CLI combines both. Unlike many other 
programs moving to online instruction, this is designed to be a 
classroom experience for students to work in collaboration toward 
the formation of solutions within a peer to peer community. 
Through their class project, they receive hands on project 
experience as they create a deliverable product for the institution 
they are working as well the means for networking with other 
guest lecturers, class, and project participants. 

Our First Year 
Our program began in January 2018 and concluded in December 
2018 with seven students who formed the first graduating class. 
Over our first year we had guest lectures, Jim Rokakis, Vice 
President of the Western Reserve Land Conservancy;Director 
of Thriving Communities Institute and former Cuyahoga County 
Treasurer; Dr. Diana Billimoria, KeyBank Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Organizational Behavior at the Weatherhead School 
of Management Case Western University; Dr. Jason Carthen, Jason 
Carthen Enterprises, Former NFL Professional football player for 
the world champion New England Patriots, author, international 
motivational speaker; Randy Samsel, Executive Search, Interim 
Executive Outsourced Recruiting Services for eSearch, Anthony 
Peebles, Financial Advisor with Skylight Financial Group, Sherri 
Bishop, Esq. Chief Development Officer for University Hospital 
Health Systems, Inc., and Alexandra G. Beach, Esq. Senior Gift 
Planner Officer University Hospitals Institutional Relations & 
Development. 

We completed the educational process of setting up a non-
profit and business plan, feasibility study, grant writing, legal 
questionnaire, and marketing strategy. Following graduation, 
we have been busy reviewing our first year and developing 
improvements in our program. A major concern for CLI has been 
funding our program. Initially we had hoped that tuition would 
provide operational income. It was soon discovered that we had to 
find another source of income. 

The Cleveland Foundation- Franklin G. Smith Grant 
As we instructed our students about grant writing and where to 

look for grants, we spent a great deal of time working through the 
grant writing process with the Cleveland Foundation, going so far 
as submitting paperwork and deadlines for the application process.

On March 18, 2019, we received a letter addressed to Pastor 
Kregg Burris informing him that the Cleveland Foundation has 
designed a new grant from the Franklin G. Smith Fund of the 
Cleveland Foundation #304131 for $46,989.61 to be issued to the 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland on or about November 
30, 2019. I received the information about this grant while on my 
medical sabbatical. Dr. Bull contacted Charlotte Morosko who was 
our contact person regarding the grant. Our grant originated from 
a fund set up by Franklin G. Smith in 1937. 

Franklin G. Smith was born in 1867 in Bellevue, Ohio. Prior to his 
becoming involved with Osborn, he was Assistant Postmaster in 
Bellevue, Ohio. He then headed up the Manufacturer’s Supply 
Department of the W. Bingham Company of Cleveland and later 
worked for a short time for Bacon & Smith Architects.  Franklin 
Smith became interested in Osborn in February, 1892 and shortly 
afterward acquired a substantial stock interest. In 1894, he was 
elected President and in January 1951, was named Chairman of 
the Board.

Franklin Smith’s activities outside the Osborn organization were 
many and varied.  He served as director on the boards of The 
Cleveland Trust Company, the American Foundrymen’s Association, 
Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, and the Union Commerce Bank.  
He was the President of the Ohio Rubber Company from 1932 
until 1951 and also during those years served on their Board of 
Directors. He became Chairman of the Board of Ohio Rubber in 
1951 and served in that capacity until June, 1955.

Franklin G. Smith held positions as Treasurer of the American 
Brush Manufacturers Association and President of the Foundry 
Equipment Manufacturers Association; was a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Associated Industries, and on the Executive 
Board of the Citizens League. He served as President and Trustee 
of Denison University, becoming Honorary Chairman of the Board 
in 1942 and receiving an Honorary Degree LLD in June 1946. The 
senior Smith maintained an active interest in Osborn Manufacturing 
for many years, becoming Honorary Chairman in January 1966 a 
title he held until his death at the age of almost 101, in May of 1968.

Franklin G. Smith was the Superintendent of the Russell Avenue 
Sunday School which was a mission of The First Baptist Church. 
Dennison University in Granville, Ohio was an 
American Baptist Church affiliated college at the 
time of Mr. Smith.

His Franklin G. Smith Fund became 
incorporated into the Cleveland Foundation. 

With his life long commitment to education 
(Denison) and community (Citizen’s League). It was presented to the 
Council of the church to create the The Franklin G. Smith Fund for 
Social Justice and Education which will be overseen by the Board of 
Directors of the Cleveland Life Institute for the purpose of community 
engagement, education, and social responsibility within the context of 
our congregation’s call to social justice and community responsibility 
in Greater Cleveland. This was unanimously approved by the council 
of the church on July 23, 2019. Visit: https://clelife.org

Cleveland Life Institute
cont. from  pg. 2

Sunday  
Sept. 22nd
12:45 p.m. 
Lunch ($5 at 
th door)
1:15 p.m. 
Program

Ship Collins and two 
outstanding Orange 
High School students will 
present The Importance 

of Social Justice for All Students.

If you are interested in joining the 49ers or need more 
information contact us through the form at the bottom of 
our web page- https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/forty-niners

Join The 
49ers

We are having a good year with the church garden! A 
nice variety of herbs and vegetables were planted by 
members of the church and friends from the community. 
Vegetables and herbs planted include tomatoes, collard 
greens, kale, summer squash, peppers, okra, cabbage, 
sweet potatoes, leeks, eggplant, sage, and parsley. Food 
donations are being made to the Heights Emergency Food 
Center at Disciples Christian Church. We need volunteers 
to help with garden cleanup and 
weeding at the end of September. 
Contact Tobili Sam-Yellowe through 
the form at the bottom of https://
firstbaptistcleveland.org/hunger-
garden for more information.

First Baptist Hunger Garden

Women’s Prayer Breakfast
Let’s lift each other up on September 21st at 8:30 a.m.  
Breakfast, Prayer, Music, Scripture Reading, and Journaling.

Calling all FBC members… If you have been thinking 
about becoming a Stephen Minister contact Mari 
Schroeder Jenkins through the form on the web page  
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/stephen-ministry.

Join the Stephen Ministry

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/kairos/
http://firstbaptistcleveland.com/homeless/
http://firstbaptistcleveland.com/homeless/
https://clelife.org
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/forty-niners/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/hunger-garden/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/hunger-garden/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/hunger-garden/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/stephen-ministry/


 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Content deadline for next Tower Tidings:  Sept. 15th 
The next issue will be mailed October 1, 2019 
Please e-mail articles or news to Greg Beckner: 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: August 30, 2019 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of 
Greater Cleveland

Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor
Stephanie Price, Director of Music
Betty Meyers, Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak, Director of Praise Team
Rev. Sandra Alexander-Haynes, Christian Education Dir.
Carly Marino, Director of Children’s Ministries
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Admin.
Greg Beckner, Graphic/Web Designer & Marketing

Editors: Greg Beckner, Kregg Burris, Jeff Gordon
Thank you to the many volunteers who help 
assemble the Tower Tidings mailing each month!
If you would like to be a part of our volunteer team 
please contact Star Knuckles in the church office, 
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org. Lunch is provided.

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Victor Bull 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Tammy Gordon

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Ship Collins 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Dan Mizener 
 Property and Finance, Stewardship Campaign, 
 & Endowment and Audit

Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica 
Chapman-Martinez

Worship and Fine Arts: G. Michael Skerritt

2019 FBC Lay Leadership
Serving in Ministry

Tower Tidings Staff

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?
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