
for kindergarten - 4th grades
register online now at

firstbaptistcleveland.org
 ($20 per child, $50 max per family, scholarships available)

https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/roar

July 29 - August 2
Daily 9:00 AM - Noon
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Gracious Spirit! Love Divine!

Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor

2

Children’s Department Schedule For 
Elementary Children (Infants to 5th grade)

Gracious Spirit, Love divine, 
Let your light within me shine;
All my guilty fears remove,
Fill me full of heaven and love.

Speak your pardoning grace to me,
Set the burdened sinner free;
Lead me to the Lamb of God,
Wash me in his precious blood.

Life and peace to me impart,
Seal salvation on my heart;
Breathe yourself into my breast,
Earnest of immortal rest.

Let me never from you stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Fill my soul with joy divine.
Keep me, Lord…for I am Thine.

  -From the Methodist Hymnal 1840

Among the books within my library, is a small print 
Methodist hymnal which I receive many years 
ago tucked in a box of books someone was giving 
away. The cover is missing but inside was found 
an inscription dated 1840. In its day, hymnals were 
purchased to take home and bring back to church. 
At home, they were used as part of a person’s 
devotional life. Today in our digital world, hymnals 
seem to be forgotten relics.
St. Augustine wrote that a hymn is “singing to the 
praise of God.” Carl F. Price, who wrote several books 
on the study of hymns and worship in the early 
1900s, offers a more robust, and I think very helpful, 
definition:
“A Christian hymn is a lyric poem, reverently and 
devotionally conceived, which is designed to be sung 
and which expresses the worshiper’s attitude toward 
God, of God’s purpose in human life. It should be 

simple and metrical in form, genuinely emotional, 
poetic and literary in style, spiritual in quality, and in 
its ideas so direct and so immediately apparent as to 
unify a congregation while singing it.”
Today’s contemporary songs are therefore nothing 
less than modern hymns. The tension between 
advocates for the old hymns and those who gravitate 
for devotional words in harmony with an upbeat 
sound is often a matter of personal preference. Some 
campaign for substance, others for sing-ability.  An 
old hymn may soar above our heads, and a new one 
may take our hearts soaring and leave our heads 
below. A good hymn—young or old—captures both in 
rapturous worship.
A good hymn is singable doctrine. I don’t think 
anyone is put off by the “sing-able” part of that—no 
one wants a song they can’t follow. But some may be 
put off by the “doctrine” part because doctrine can 
connote dogmatic, theological jargon.  Yet there is 
nothing bad about songs of doctrine.
Doctrine, simply put, is truth about God and what 
He has done for us. This is why a good hymn is both 
theological and personal—the theology concerns us. 
Scripture attests to this. Read through the Psalms 
and see how David’s heart rejoices at the work of the 
Lord. See how often the Israelites point back to their 
exodus and then respond in praise to God. Look at 
the chapters of doctrine in the epistles and how often 
they end in a doxology.
Doctrine leads to praise, and the better the doctrine, 
the deeper the praise. Just as some of our old hymns 
are locked in the music of the period, so too some 
of our modern praise will be viewed the same by 
generations to come.  The fact of the matter is songs 
of the Spirit flow from our hearts to the heart of 
God. The hymnal belongs to the church. Its place is 
on the altar of the Lord. It is a garden for all, grown 
for One: The risen Lord. Let our hearts grow with its 
fruit, old and new, and our voices rise as one with its 
fragrances to the Lord.

Don’t Miss It! Join Us for Church Wide Vacation Bible School for All Ages… Dinner at 6:30

Evening Vacation Bible School - Mon, July 29 - Wed, July 31 6:30-8:30 PM

Children’s Discussion and Activities 
will focus on the Fruit of the Spirit. 
God created us in His image, and He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to show us the 
way to live. He also knew we would 
need help; that’s why He sent us 
the Holy Spirit. With the power of 
the Spirit, we can produce fruit that 
points others to Jesus. Each day, kids 
will discover something about God’s 
character and how they can reflect 
or respond to that character because 
they are created in God’s image. 
We’ll discover how several of these 
characteristics show up specifically in 
what the Apostle Paul calls the fruit of 
the Spirit.

Youth Discussion - God’s Not Dead 2
A high school history teacher, Grace 
Wesley, comes under fire for answer-
ing a student’s question about Jesus. 
When Grace refuses to express regret 
for her response, the school board 
votes to suspend her and threatens to 
revoke her teaching certificate. This is 
when she is compelled to stand trial to 
protect her career. God Is Not Dead 2 
is a powerful call to action! Where will 
you stand?

Adult Class - Spiritual Warfare: A Biblical & 
Balanced Perspective
Let’s continue this refreshing and 
empowering discussion about the realities 
of spiritual warfare. Voddie Baucham, pastor 
of Grace Family Baptist Church, says, “In 
the book Spiritual Warfare, the authors 
Borgman and Ventura make much of Christ 
and what He has done without negating the 
reality of our adversary and the real danger 
he presents, as well as our call to faith, 
righteousness, prayer, and perseverance 
that flows directly from our Savior’s finished 
work.” In the preface of this text, Borgman 
states, “Awareness and vigilance are critical 
for survival. It is sad that we, as followers 
of Jesus, so easily forget that we are in 
a war---an invisible war, but a real one 
nonetheless.” The authors of this book want 
to help equip Christians to fight spiritual 
warfare biblically and in a practical way. This 
is definitely an important study for a time 
such as this!

Adult Class - What On Earth Am I Here For?
Have you read The Purpose Driven Life? 
If so, this is the class for you. During this 
study, we will focus on answering life’s most 
fundamental question, “What on earth am I 
here for?”  Rick Warren succinctly answers, 
“It’s not about you…You were created by 
God and for God, and until you understand 
that, life will never make sense. He further 
explains, “It is only in God that we discover 
our origin, our identify, our meaning, our 
purpose, our significance, and our destiny.”  
Even if you have not read The Purpose Driven 
Life, you are welcome to this discussion of 
life’s fundamental question!

Lesson 1

Lesson 2

Lesson 3

Lesson 4

Lesson 5

Lesson 6

Lesson 7

Lesson 8

LESSON MAIN POINT BIBLE STORY BIBLE VERSE LESSON GOAL

I Worship God When I Pray 
To Him!

Elijah Speaks to God on the Mountain
(1 Kings 19)

Psalm 46:10
The children will learn that when we worship God through 

prayer, we should not just give Him our requests. 
We should also listen.

I Worship God When I Sing
To Him!

David Celebrates as the Ark is Returned to 
Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6) Psalm 33:1 The children will learn that we should worship God with 

our voices by singing to Him.

Only God Is Worthy Of 
My Worship!

Jesus Speaks to the Rich Young Man
(Mark 10:17-22) 1 Timothy 1:17

The children will learn that we should only worship God. 
We accomplish this by not letting anything become more 

important to us than God.

I Worship God When 
I Serve Him!

Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman at Bethany
(John 12:1-11)

1 Peter 4:10
The children will learn that we worship God through 

serving. We should serve God and serve others even if it 
makes us uncomfortable.

I Worship God When I Give! The Believers Share Their Possessions with 
Each Other (Acts 4:32-37)

Psalm 37:21
The children will learn that we worship God through giving. 

should also give to people in need.

I Worship God When
I Love Others!

Peter Heals a Lame Man at the Gate
(Acts 3) 1 John 3:11

The children will learn that part of worshiping God is loving 

including kind words, gifts, touch, quality time and 
acts of service.

I Worship God When
I Obey Him! The Call of Abram (Genesis 12) John 15:10

The children will learn that God should be more important 
than anything else in our lives. And if God truly is more 

important than anything, we will worship Him with 
our obedience.

I Will Worship God In Good 
Times And Bad Times! The Story of Job (Job) Psalm 68:19

The children will learn that we have reason to worship God 
no matter what our circumstances are. We should worship 
God when things are going well, and we should worship 

God when things are not going well.
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Lesson 3

Lesson 4

Lesson 5

Lesson 6

Lesson 7

Lesson 8
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our voices by singing to Him.

Only God Is Worthy Of 
My Worship!

Jesus Speaks to the Rich Young Man
(Mark 10:17-22) 1 Timothy 1:17

The children will learn that we should only worship God. 
We accomplish this by not letting anything become more 

important to us than God.

I Worship God When 
I Serve Him!

Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman at Bethany
(John 12:1-11)

1 Peter 4:10
The children will learn that we worship God through 

serving. We should serve God and serve others even if it 
makes us uncomfortable.

I Worship God When I Give! The Believers Share Their Possessions with 
Each Other (Acts 4:32-37)

Psalm 37:21
The children will learn that we worship God through giving. 

should also give to people in need.

I Worship God When
I Love Others!

Peter Heals a Lame Man at the Gate
(Acts 3) 1 John 3:11

The children will learn that part of worshiping God is loving 

including kind words, gifts, touch, quality time and 
acts of service.

I Worship God When
I Obey Him! The Call of Abram (Genesis 12) John 15:10

The children will learn that God should be more important 
than anything else in our lives. And if God truly is more 

important than anything, we will worship Him with 
our obedience.

I Will Worship God In Good 
Times And Bad Times! The Story of Job (Job) Psalm 68:19

The children will learn that we have reason to worship God 
no matter what our circumstances are. We should worship 
God when things are going well, and we should worship 

God when things are not going well.

Register for Evening VBS now!
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/evening-vbs

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/evening-vbs/
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“Broadway Lights” Shine Brightly!
Review - May 18, 2019

Faith In Action - A Successful Day
June 2, 2019 by Fran Leanza

Faith In
    Action
      Sunday

The dark sky and chilly breeze did not 
dampen the spirits of the 134 gathered 
for our 12th Faith In Action Sunday. The 
rain did not come, by the end of the day 
Rob Gill was working in the FBC Hunger Garden shirtless. 
Our attendance was up from past years. We had thirty-
two enthusiastic first time participants that we trust will 
return next year. There were twenty-eight children and 
youth lending a hand to five different projects. Twenty-
four talented adults served as project leaders for our 
eleven different projects. Pastor Burris led our outdoor 
communion service and then sent us off to serve. As we 
gathered for a tasty lunch at the end of the morning all 
seemed pleased with their accomplishments.

408 lbs. of food was delivered to 
the Hts Hunger Center and 400 lbs. 
was taken to families living at Family 
Promise. The food was collected in 
the Neighborhood Food Drive project 
by a group of seventeen participants

A group of fourteen went to nearby Judson Retirement 
Community to sing familiar hymns with residents. The 
group was so well received that they plan to return in 
Dec. to sing Christmas carols.
Families living at Family 
Promise welcomed our group 
that came bringing snacks 
and activities to entertain 
the children. Parents had an 
opportunity to interact with 
Tia Melton, M.D. and  Kristin 
Roberts, D.D.S. as they shared medical and health tips.
Many that traveled to the Rust Belt Community Garden 
located on East 40th street had worked on this project 
before. They were very encouraged to see what a positive 
impact this garden is making on this neighborhood.
Each time you drive into our church parking lot be sure 

and drive by our Hunger Garden. 
You can follow the efforts of the 
planting team as the various 
vegetables pop out of the soil 
and grow. Some of the plots will 
be tended by individuals but the 

largest plot will produce that will be delivered to the Hts. 
Hunger Center. Instead of picking up canned vegetables 
the people visiting the Center will be thrilled with the 
fresh local produce.
One of our new projects this 
year involved the group traveling 
downtown to a warehouse that 
houses the Cleveland Kids Book 
Bank. All the participants enjoyed 
sorting piles of donated books into categories so that they 
can be given to schools and other institutions in need. Most 

of the books were in excellent condition and it was fun to 
imagine the delight that they would bring to children.
Inside our building there was plenty of action. In Spahr 
Center a group sorted all the donations that you had been 
bringing in for the last month. You were all very generous! 
Two car loads were delivered to the men’s shelter at 2100 
Lakeside and another two cars were packed with boxes 
of donations to a new house in Euclid  for women called 
Recovery Forever. All working on this project were delighted 
to see so many useful items going to a good cause.
The participants in the Livingstone room were busy doing 
two different projects. First they stirred together delicious 
items to make a trail mix then put scoops in individual 
snack bags.This was an extra dessert for the next meal 
served at Calvary Church. Next they assembled items 
for an emergency snack bag for homeless and mentally 
ill clients of Frontline Services. Everything looked “good 
enough to eat” so the project participants knew these 
gifts would be well received.
A small but very busy group gathered in the Fireside 
Room to work on White Cross bandages. They were 
ripping donated sheets to then be rolled into bandages. 
They will then be shipped to medical missionaries to be 
used in clinics in African countries. This project continues 
to provide a need. Rolling White Cross bandages goes 
on in Christian churches from 
coast to cost and just think it 
started right here in our church 
during WWI! 
Our largest group of 
participants worked on our 
Produce Giveaway. FBC is excited to be partnering with 
The Food Bank this summer as a Mobile Pantry produce 
distribution center. Faith in Action Sunday was our kick 
off to the program. The Greater Cleveland Food Bank 
works with over 140 partner programs to distribute 
millions of pounds of produce through their Mobile Pantry 
Program. Mobile pantries distribute the healthiest and 
most nutritious food at the Food Bank. We distributed 
potatoes, corn on the cob, watermelons, tomatoes, 
butternut squash, eggplant and zucchini to our guests. 
The remaining distribution schedule for FBC will be the 
first Saturday of the month (July 6th August 3rd and 
September 7th) from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.
A special thanks to all the leaders who worked to make 
the day a success. Not only the things you saw happen 
on June 2nd but the many days in advance when behind 
the scene things were done. TOGETHER WE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE! https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/faith-in-action
Mark your calendar now to be part of the action on June 
7, 2020. It will be another exciting day with some new 
leadership and new projects.

When I agreed to prepare and present a program about 
the Happy Ending Lyric Players (H.E.L.P.) to the 49’ers I 
had no idea how difficult that might be. Consolidating 43 
years of history into a one hour presentation turned out to 
be a project I estimate took over 100 hours over several 
months to prepare. I should have known that it was going 
to be difficult when Jim Shrader, FBC’s tenor soloist and 
subsequently Director of Music from 1973 thru 1990, and 
the founder of H.E.L.P., responded to my request for a 
few paragraphs about Jim’s 
memory of early events at 
FBC with a five page, small 
font, single spaced summary! 
Reading that alone would have 
taken at least 1/2 hour, so it 
had to be drastically edited 
for the event. Even with that 
editing, however, the 49’er 
event was 1 3/4 hours long, but 
no one seemed to mind.
Assisting me were H.E.L.P. stalwarts Betty Daniels; one of 
the founders and an incredible set decorator for most of 
the shows; Carole and John Negus, frequent participants 
as actors and, in John’s case, director; Laura Preston, 
talented actress; and Kelley Pernicone representing 
a new generation of theater aficionados who have 
recently helped carry on the legacy. This talented group 
added stories of personal experiences with H.E.L.P. that 

delighted the audience.
I was able to put together over 100 
pictures from the past, many of which 
included shots of 49’ers and church staff 
who joined some of the productions.
The arts have been a huge part of the 
history of the First Baptist Church. They 
have made us somewhat unique in the 
Greater Cleveland area. As Jim put it 
in his letter, “My time at FBC was the 
Camelot of my life. I couldn’t be more 
proud to have had a small vision of how 

a community of believers might use the arts to experience 
for themselves and others the miracle of God’s love 
through the exploration of our human nature which has 
been bestowed upon us.”.
I want to thank the 49’ers for the 
opportunity to put this program together. 
It has been a wonderful time reviewing 
photos, looking at programs, and 
remembering the many wonderful events 
that make FBC a great place to be. And 
as I mentioned during the presentation, 
the financial and moral support the 49’ers 
have given since the inception of H.E.L.P. 
has helped make it all possible. H.E.L.P., 
43 years old, GOING FOR 50!!

May 19, 2019 Community Theater 
A Joy And A Challenge by Mike Skerritt

Jim Shrader & Bob Schneider 
at the H.E.L.P. 25th Anniversary 
Fine Arts Festival in 2001

Fran Leanza 
In Sound of Music

Jeff Gordon-Scarecrow
In Wizard of Oz

by Mike Skerritt

“Best Ever!” “I LOVED it!” “You should do this at least 
twice a year, maybe more often than that!”
These are some of the comments heard after Producer-
Director Helene Safarova’s hugely successful musical 
review titled “BROADWAY LIGHTS” ended at First Baptist!
Twelve talented members and friends of 
First Baptist put on a show that featured 
great music from opera, Broadway, 
movies, art song, and an original 
composition to accompaniment that 
included Praise Band members Brian 
Kozak, Pete Psarras, and Tony Carriero, 
Betty Meyers on piano, and Stephanie 
Price on upright bass and piano. Dressed 
in outfits from tuxedoes and gowns to 
jeans and T-shirts, the cast brought a 
broad mix of music to a delighted audience of about 100, 
the largest audience yet for what has become an annual 
fundraiser for the Music and Fine Arts Program at FBC.
And special thanks to Anita Bartel who brought over 20 

members of her Zumba class to see her 
only male class member Mike Skerritt 
perform something besides Zumba 
exercises! Helena is so pleased with the 
audience response that she has already 
picked a date in the spring of 2020 

the next variety show, an event you won’t want to miss! 
Thanks for your support! For more info, photos and videos 
visit - https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/broadway-lights

We continue 10 AM Sunday services preceded at 9:30 AM 
by a short fellowship time including coffee, tea, juice, and 
delicious goodies. Late risers won’t have to go hungry 
during the service, goodies are allowed in the sanctuary.
Each of our summer services include a blend of traditional 
and contemporary style music typical of our separate 
traditional and contemporary services. 
One of the most enjoyable aspects of the summer 
worship schedule will be the theme assigned to each 
Sunday, an effort to introduce a more relaxed and 
engaging atmosphere. These are the themes for July.
July 7 – Independence Celebration Sunday
July 14 – Ice Cream Sundae
July 21 – Hawaiian Sunday
July 28 – Christmas in July

Single Service Summer Continues

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/faith-in-action/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/broadway-lights/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/single-service-summer/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/single-service-summer/
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Evening worship 
services will provide 
inspiring messages 
about how God is 
working through mission 
around the world.

The International Marketplace is a family-friendly event 
where participants will be able to experience the cultures 
of many different countries and purchase crafts and 
products that benefit the people who IM serves. There 
will be afternoon opportunities for prayer, walks, kayaking, 
Frisbee golf, boat rides and more.

Participants will have the opportunity to choose from 12 
workshops each day in which global servants and partners 
will discuss such topics as:

 Digging deeper into the struggles and realities  
 refugees face in Lebanon – Melanie Baggao
 What does it take to create change in impossible  
 circumstances – Kristy Engel
 Journeying with the poor in the slums of Manila,  
 the  Philippines – Paul Rollet
 Renewing our minds and hearts through fresh  
 encounters with Scripture – Stan Slade
 Meeting new global servants and hearing their stories  
 of God’s call on their lives – Debbie Miller and the  
 new global servants
 Exploring how can you mobilize for short-term mission  
 – Sandra Dorsainvil
The World Mission Conference will provide an age-
appropriate mission experience for children entering K-6 
and one for youth entering grades 7-12. These tracks will 
be available from 9:00 AM to noon on Thursday, July 5, 
through Saturday, July 7.

All individuals, families and church groups who want to 
find out more about global mission and how they can 
participate are invited to attend. For additional information 
and to register, click here. Receive a discount when 
registration is completed online before June 
15. To reserve housing and meals at the Green 
Lake Conference Center, visit the Conference 
Center website. For more information, 
contact Karen Mason at karen.mason@
internationalministries.org or 610-768-2197.

1st Peebles, Madison
2nd Mizener, Daniel
3rd Zemaityte, Dalia
4th Brown, Elijah Donald
6th Gocan, Evon L.

7th Gocan, Karla
9th Turner, Tamara
16th Bull, Charlotte
19th Fullmer, Peg
20th Leibold, Nan

22nd Hise, Amy
22nd Onyeacholem, Sunny
24th Daniels, Betty
25th Farmer, Gentrias
25th Shepherd, Gabriella

At our May meal service at New Life at Calvary, we served 
about 40 people a delightful summer menu, which included 
hot dogs, baked beans, potato salad, and watermelon.  Our 
biggest need each month is volunteers.  Please consider 
joining us on Friday, July 26.  We will be there from 4:00 to 
6:30.  If you have any questions, call or text Tina Marr, 614-
937-5624. firstbaptistcleveland.com/homeless

Calvary News

Music Notes

“Sometime Sunday Singers” will meet in the month of 
July, encouraging participation by non-choir members as 
well as choir members to come at 9:15 to learn a simple 
anthem each Sunday in July.
All ages are welcome! 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/choirs

by Jeanie Belhobek

International Ministries Conference

The World Mission Conference 
brings a wonderfully diverse 
group of IM global servants 
and international partners together to meet with God’s 
people in a beautiful 1,100-acre retreat setting. The four-
day event runs from July 4 through July 7 at the Green 
Lake Conference Center in Green Lake, Wisconsin. All are 
welcome to attend, and registration is open now.

“The World Mission Conference is a unique opportunity 
for the IM family to gather as the body of Christ to learn 
from and participate in the ministry of IM’s global servants 
as part of being involved in God’s work around the world,” 
says IM Executive Director / CEO the Rev. Sharon Koh. 
“This year’s group of global servants, our worship team 
and our morning keynote speaker have me excited to be 
reacquainted with old friends and meet new ones. I hope 
to see you there!”

This year’s conference highlights the diverse and holistic 
ministries of 15 of IM’s global servants, including:

 Melanie Baggao – Lebanon
 Barbara and Dwight Bolick – Chile
 Dan Chetti – Lebanon
 Kristy Engel – Global Consultant
 Rick and Anita Gutierrez – South Africa
 Paul Rollet – Philippines
 Stan Slade – Global Consultant
 Corenne and Phil Smith – Brazil
 Becky and Larry Stanton – Hungary
 Jeanine and Walt White – Global Consultants
In addition, eight of IM’s newest global servants will be 
featured. While they are not yet in their countries of service, 
they are eager to share their vision for their ministries:

 Alise and Mark Juanes – Thailand
 Sarah Nash – Bolivia
 Aaron and Valerie Osterbrock – Malaysia
 Brian and Lynette Smith – Haiti
 Jae Stockton – Mexico
To add a unique cross-cultural perspective to the 
gathering, IM is excited to welcome 13 international 
partners representing four continents to the 2018 
gathering, including Bible study leader the Rev. Dr. Hikmat 
Kashouh, who serves as pastor of Resurrection Church in 
Beirut, Lebanon, one of the fastest-growing evangelical 
churches in the Middle East. His church cares for hundreds 
of refugees, migrant workers and at-risk children.

IM will provide an array of worship, learning and play 
opportunities for the whole family at the peaceful and 
beautiful Green Lake Conference Center. The conference will 
kick off with a Fourth of July picnic with IM’s global servants 
and international guests. Daily luncheon table talks will give 
participants the opportunity for in-depth conversations with 
international leaders and dozens of global servants.

On June 15th, the 49ers took the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic 
Railroad trip from Rockside Rd. to Akron and back. We all 
had a great time. firstbaptistcleveland.org/forty-niners

   Cuyahoga Valley Scenic    
   Railroad Trip

International 
Ministries

Schneider Memorial Tribute  
CD’s Available
Mike Skerritt still has about 8 copies of 
the CD that was made at Bob’s Memorial 
Service April 7, 2018. The service, attended 
by an estimated 700 people included music 
and testimonials by folks who worked 
with and admired Bob over the course of 
his long career in music. Performances 
included music by the Shaker Heights High School A 
Cappella Choir, a group Bob loved and devel-oped over 
his 21 years at Shaker. Some of the best organists in Ohio 
including Todd Wilson of the Cleveland Orchestra played 
inspirational and complex pieces on the Skerritt-Cumming 
organ Bob was instrumental in designing. The CD included 
insightful comments by Bob’s immediate family, and others 
who knew and worked with him over the years.
If you would like a CD please contact Mike Skerritt  at 
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/moving-piano or leave a 
note in Mike’s mailbox in the Volunteer Office at the church.

In 1975 the first East Side Ministry Class started with Jim 
Cumming and Jennifer Rich as young students. Eventually, 
there were four Sunday morning classes on the east side of 
town. In recent years FBC has hosted the only remaining 
class. The class is designed for adults with developmental 
disabilities. Our class will resume in September.

For several years we have had a steady enrollment of 
twelve adults. They come from four area group homes. 
Our students love to come but our attendance has been 
up and down the past few months due to the group home 
staff changes and problems with their transportation. 

Many thanks to our faithful teachers, Alex Cicco, April 
Shepherd, Lula Summerville and Mary Wills. They are 
assisted by youth, Rachael Ankenbrandt, Tara Capers, 
Camille Fielding, Olivia and Madison Peebles.

Nine of the students enjoyed an end of the year picnic at the 
Leanza home on June 9th. All enjoyed the perfect weather, 
lake view, tasty food and camaraderie of good friends.

Thanks to all at FBC for being so welcoming to this group. 
More info- https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/east-side-ministry

Forty Four Years And Still Going!

25th Walker, Barbara
26th Chapman-Martinez, Jessica
27th Preston, Arianna
28th Gordon, Hannah
28th Melton, Tia M.

28th Stevens, Jordan
30th Anderson, Richard
30th Ruhoff, Hannah
31st Cicco, Alex
31st Kidd, Kyle

July Birthdays Calling all FBC members… If you have been thinking 
about becoming a Stephen Minister,  time is running out 
to apply for our September 2019 training class. Contact 
Mari Schroeder Jenkins at throught the form on https://
firstbaptistcleveland.org/stephen-ministry.

mailto:karen.mason%40internationalministries.org?subject=More%20Info%20About%20International%20Ministries
mailto:karen.mason%40internationalministries.org?subject=More%20Info%20About%20International%20Ministries
http://firstbaptistcleveland.com/homeless/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/music-the-arts/choirs/
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/forty-niners
http://firstbaptistcleveland.org/forty-niners
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/moving-piano/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/east-side-ministry/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/stephen-ministry/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/stephen-ministry/


 

 
 

 

  

 

 

The next Tower Tidings Deadline:  July 15th 
The next issue will be mailed August 1, 2019 
Please e-mail articles or news to Greg Beckner: 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: June 30, 2019 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of 
Greater Cleveland

Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor
Stephanie Price, Director of Music
Betty Meyers, Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak, Director of Praise Team
Rev. Sandra Alexander-Haynes, Christian Education Dir.
Carly Marino, Director of Children’s Ministries
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Admin.
Greg Beckner, Graphic/Web Designer & Marketing

Editors: Greg Beckner, Kregg Burris, Jeff Gordon
Thank you to the many volunteers who help 
assemble the Tower Tidings mailing each month!
If you would like to be a part of our volunteer team 
please contact Star Knuckles in the church office, 
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org. Lunch is provided.

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Tony Peebles 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Tammy Gordon

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Ship Collins 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Dan Mizener 
 Property and Finance, Stewardship Campaign, 
 & Endowment and Audit

Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica 
Chapman-Martinez

Worship and Fine Arts: G. Michael Skerritt

2019 FBC Lay Leadership
Serving in Ministry

Tower Tidings Staff

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?
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firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons
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