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    The Apology Chronicles – a service of forgiveness
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    Contemporary Service at 9:00 AM
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God’s Healing Power 

Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor2

FBC Youth bake 37 dozens of cookies 
for the Prison Ministry (6th to 12th grades)

WEEK 1
JOHN 11:1-45

Lazarus Raised
SAY THIS: Whatever 
happens, remember how 
powerful God is.

WEEK 2
JOHN 12:9-16

Palm Sunday
SAY THIS: Whatever 
happens, remember God 
keeps His promises.

WEEK 3
JOHN 18:1—20:18

Crucifixion and Resurrection
SAY THIS: Whatever 
happens, remember 
Jesus is alive.

WEEK 4

JOHN 20:19-23

Jesus Appears to Thomas
SAY THIS: Whatever 
happens, remember God is 
bigger than your questions.

“In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged!  
 I have won the battle over the world.” 

John 16:33b, NIrV

Children’s Department Schedule For 
Elementary Children (Infants to 5th grade)

Carly grabbed a dozen or more Xboxes and we had lots of fun 
playing Minecraft, building with Legos and crafts. The pizza and 
snacks were great and we got to know each other while we 
were creating! More Info firstbaptistcleveland.org/family/

HOPE — Believing that something good can    
              come out of something bad

Family Creation Night Was A Hit

A special thank you to Chef Faith, Jeff and Tammy Gordon
FBC Youth on the move below:
Chloe Peebles selling cookies with her Girl Scout cookies and 
Tara Capers on her way to Spain! We are praying for safety 
and for a time of education, adventure, fun, and friendships. 
Olivia Peebles, Hockey Team   Ari Preston, receives award 
for her “Stop The Hate” essay.         Dear FBCGC family and friends,

       Thank you so much for your prayers, messages,    
     cards and concerns. I wanted to write this to express   
    my love to you all. Please feel free to share.
   On Monday (March 11th) I was coming home from an    
 enjoyable time with my FBC101 class when I was hit with 
chest pains that quickly escalated. My son, Kalvin, rushed 
me and Ann to University Hospital where they quickly took 
me up for a cardiac catheterization where they discovered 
a Elevation Myocardial Infarction (STEMI) in my right 
aorta. Since I had food in my system no form of pain relief 
was permitted and I was keenly aware of everything going 
on around me: private conversation, requests for different 
sizes of equipment with classic rock music in the back-
ground including the Rolling Stones, It’s Only Rock ‘N’ Roll 
(But I Like It).
The attending surgeon repeated twice, “That’s weird” as 
I lay there naked under a flimsy hospital gown feeling the 
movement of the catheter move throughout my chest. I 
could only pray with my utmost earnestness.
In moments like that, my mind rested on my past Sun-
day’s sermon. (The best sermons are those you must 
live directed back to one’s own self. In this you ‘own’ the 
sermon.) It came from James 1:2-4 “Consider it pure joy, 
my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work 
so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.”
Following the sermon, Jack Shelly grabbed me by the arm 
and summarized my entire sermon with the single phrase, 
“The gift of pain.” Laying there on the cold slab being 
poked, prodded, my mind rested on the single thought- 
‘consider it pure joy…knowing that God has given this 
trial/gift (pain) for a purpose.
It doesn’t mean it is less painful, but that God was with 
me and something good will come from it for my good 
and His glory.
The source of my problem was found within a branch of 
my right aorta a thrombosis (blood clot) had formed, once 
my aorta was open, they went into the branch with the 
intension of placing a stent. However the branch was now 
bulged, or distended. (I know for many of you this is TMI 
-too much information….so this is for the medical people 
who like to know.) Instead, they determined to treat me 
with powerful blood clot busting medication/blood thin-
ners. After two and half hours in the heart cath lab, I was 
in recovery with Ann.

The plan was to allow for the medication to work and go 
back to the heart cath lab for a stint on Thursday. There-
fore, Tuesday and Wednesday were days of rest and and 
treatment. On Thursday morning I returned for a second 
heart catheterization which went much easier with nor-
mal blood flow and they decided not to give me the stint. 
After another night of rest, a cardiac health plan has been 
formulated for me.
I met with a UH Cardiologist this morning who sat down 
to inform me that my case was atypical and thought it had 
been trigged by a viral infection. He asked if I had taken 
the flu shot (which I had), but I informed him that I had a 
flu bug just the week before. He thought a weakened im-
mune system provided the means for the infection to be a 
contributing factor in the formation of the blood clots.
Arriving home tonight, I thought I would let you know 
how grateful I am. God is good.
I give God praise for dozens of ‘silver-linings’ through this 
experience with special appreciation to a great staff at UH, 
our wonderful church family, the children of the Children’s 
Center who all made me get well cards, to my staff for 
being there for me, and a special word of appreciation to 
Kim Kidd Collins for stepping in to make sure everything is 
covered until I can get back on my feet.
My greatest appreciation goes to my devoted wife Ann 
who never left my side- literally- all the time I was in 
Cardiac ICU- four days. I can truly say I love her with all 
my heart!
Finally, I will be taking some time off, to get some rest 
and fully recover but I will keep you posted. The rest of 
the staff and members of the deacons will make sure ev-
eryone in the church is covered. Again, I greatly appreci-
ate the prayer, cards, texts and words of appreciation that 
has gone out everywhere on my behalf.
God is truly good and He has been good to me.
Love in Jesus,

Easter Egg Hunt - Sunday April 21
 
Toddlers 10:20 am  |  Elementary (K-5) 10:40 am
We need parent and youth volunteers to hide eggs, make 
contact with visitors, and help with crowd control. Contact 
Carly for more info cmarino@firstbaptistcleveland.org

FBC
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Looking For Adult Bikes
by Joan Mihelich

Parents, we’re gauging interest to see if we can take a 
group from FBC, let us know if your child is interested in 
going to camp. Scholarships are available. Camp is a great 
time to build new friendships and grow spiritually. Days 
are packed with outdoor activities and high-energy group 
sessions designed to guide kids to Christ. Contact Carly 
Marino or Jeff Gordon to let us know if interested.

Koinonia Elementary Camp (grades 3-5)

Music Notes
The men’s shelter at 2100 Lakeside is a busy place 
serving a variety of needs to men who find themselves 
homeless. It is much more than a place where they can 
find a warm place to sleep and get a hot meal. This 
agency offers job training, has a computer lab, social 
workers who offer counseling, a poetry group and a bike 
shop to repair bikes.
If you have an adult bike that is just taking up space in 
your garage, let this group make the necessary repairs and 
put it to good use. They are looking for adult bikes in any 
condition, any bike parts or tools needed to repair bikes.
Please bring your donations to Fairmount Hall during the 
month of April or contact Joan Mihelich to arrange for the 
bike to be picked up.  
Thanks for giving the men at the shelter the opportunity 
to learn bike repair skills & for providing this means of 
transportation to them.

Calvary Hot Meal

Kairos Cookies Thanks You!
by Brian Broadbent

by Wendy Chaney

Souvenir or Garden Protector?
by Mike Skerritt

The Happy Ending Lyric Players 
2018 musical production of the 
Hunchback of Notre Dame was 
one of our most memorable, to 
say the least. A big part of the 
success of this Mason Stewart 
directed show was the set 
design and decorations that made 
it possible to make the audience 
believe they were actually watching 
the action of Victor Hugo’s historic 
novel in the Notre Dame Cathedral 
of Paris itself The ramparts of 
the church, the bell tower, and 
the street scenes outside were 
realistic and believable. In part 
because of the set design.
Now you can have a souvenir of that great show, one that 
could also serve as a protector of your home or garden. 
Yes, we’re talking replicas of those great gargoyles that 
were part of every great cathedral, even today. HELP has 
four weather-resistant, resin gargoyles that cost over 
$175 each which will never be required as set pieces in 
any future show. So, for only $60 each, funds which will 
help support future HELP productions, you can have one 
of these delightful 2 1/2 to 3 feet high gargoyles watching 
over your spring plantings, or perched on your front steps 
keeping away evil spirits.
If you would like to purchase one of these terrific gargoyle 
replicas please contact Jeff Gordon or Mike Skerritt. Add 
one of these great conversation starters to your home 
décor while helping support one of First Baptist’s most 
successful ministries, the Happy Ending Lyric Players.

On Friday, April 26th, from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m., we 
will be preparing and serving a hot meal at New Life at 
Calvary Church, located at East 79th Street and Euclid 
Avenue. Please join us in this wonderful expression of 
kindness and love to our brothers and sisters in Christ.

We once again had a 
great, Spirit-filled time. 
Hearts are absolutely 
moved and changed! 
We covered a great deal 

culminating with a Forgiveness Ceremony where the 
participants were able to begin to release hurts of 
unforgiveness. They were given a ‘homework assignment’ 
of giving away a bag of “Forgiveness Cookies” to the person 
in the institution for whom they are holding the most in 
unforgiveness. Prior to the Forgiveness Ceremony, there was a 
time for “Open Mic”.  The participants are encouraged to share 
their Kairos experience so far. Thank you, Cookie Bakers! 

  • Our children's choirs are growing, but there is always  
room for more.  If you have a Pre-K through 4th 
grade child, please join on Thursdays for our gospel-
centered, joyous, fun-filled choirs.  

 Cherub Choir (Pre-School) meets 5:00-5:20pm in the 
Expressive Art Classroom in the Children's Center.

 Children's Choir (K-4) meets 5:30-6:00pm in the 
Chancel Choir room located off the sanctuary.

  • Gospel Choir will resume on Thursdays in May at 
6:30pm in the choir room. We will sing on Sunday, 
May 26th for the kick-off of our summer unified 
services.  Rehearsals dates are 5/2, 5/9, 5/16, and 
5/23.  All are welcome!

  • Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings from 
7:15-8:45pm. We are looking to grow our musical 
family and hope to see some new faces join us!

America For Christ Offering

Every spring American Baptist Churches collect this 
offering which is focused on our nation. While American 
Baptists have many international programs that we 
participate in, this initiative is focused on disaster relief 
and projects we support in the United States. We all 
have heard about the many disasters our country has 
experienced this year, including fires, tornadoes and 
floods with loss of life and property. Many have lost 
everything. Please prayerfully consider your gift. There 
will be designated offering envelopes in the bulletins at 
worship services in the coming weeks. 

“We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

Ephesians 2:10 
Start Collecting Items for FIA

by Fran Leanza
Begin setting aside any of the following items to donate 
and make our Faith in Action day a success!
Soaps, cleaning supplies, foil, wax paper, lunch bags, 
toilet paper, sponges, new kitchen towels and hot pads, 
personal hygiene products for teen girls and women, pots, 
pans, dishes, cooking utensils, coffee pots, books, recent 
magazines, devotional booklets, Guideposts, small Bibles, 
New Testaments, puzzle books and reading glasses from 
the dollar store, washable men’s clothing; jeans, t-shirts, 
sweat shirts, jackets and rain gear, gym bags, backpacks, 
trial/hotel size/small (under 4 ozs) bottles of shampoo 
and lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, razors, 
deodorant, and water bottles.
Collection  baskets will be available in the Fairmount Hall  
beginning May 5!

One Day Women’s Retreat

Saturday, May 11th from 10:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
This retreat is celebrated by the women of First Baptist 
Church of Greater Cleveland. Our day will be filled with 
inspiration through music, presentations, discussions, 
devotions, nature, exercise, good food, fellowship and lots 
of FUN. Arrive at 10:30 a.m. and leave at 5:00 p.m. or 
stay for supper and the after party concluding at 9:00 p.m.
A brochure with more information, the map and the 
registration form will be available in April.
Have Questions? 
Ask Jen Bopple, Kathy Adams-Case, Gwen Dyer, Laura 
Preston, Tondra Miller or Fran Leanza
Cleveland Metropark Intergrove Lodge 
Bridle Trail, Willoughby Hills, OH 44094
(We are meeting at a new metro park due to construction 
at last year’s Lakefront Lodge)

June 16-21

by Mary Wild, Missions and Social Concerns Commission

joanmihelich@gmail.com
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April Birthdays
2nd Marla Evans
4th Virginia Alt
7th Shaina Brewer
7th Lois Krajcovic
8th James Brightup

8th James Shelley
9th Barbara Baus
11th John Negus
12th Ashlie Dyer
13th Sarah Gray Murphy

13th Lavinia Raffoul
13th Phyllis Ruppert
15th Leslie Brown
17th Sarah True
17th Algo Stanard

20th Julie Stern
22nd Francina Cardwell
23rd Melvin Garthrite
23rd Lissy Gulick
24th Gwen Dyer

26th Jennifer Bopple
27th Joan Parajon
27th Laura Parajon
29th James Knauf
30th Vincent Tillman

   With the curtain rising shortly, the cast of Sweeney Todd    
  is hard at work making beautiful music. Director Kat 
Pernicone’s minimalist vision is a sight to behold. The 
small, tight-knit cast is sure to create a beautiful and 
somewhat macabre ambiance to Spahr Center.
The Chagrin Falls Studio Orchestra is prepping their bows 
to slide across their strings as smooth as Sweeney’s razor!
When describing the show to a friend of mine who had 
never seen it, I had to break it down into three parts. 
First is the comfort and anticipation of returning home 
after a long time away. Our anti-hero returns to London 
to reclaim his family and pick up his life where he left it 
off. Second is the ascent of the hero and the emotional 
decline of the anti-hero. I wont tell you too much! Old 
Sweeney wouldn’t like that. Finally there is justice! Our 
anti-hero Sweeney both serves justice and is served justice.
There is a beautiful, funny, sad, scary, and horrible story 
to be told March 29th -April 7th.
We’ve planned a very special opening night dinner and a 
show on March 29th! This three course dinner and a show 
is sure to be tasty and I promise Mrs. Lovett has nothing 
to do with the pie!
Tickets for the dinner are available on the church’s 
website as well as tickets for the performances! Don’t 
miss your chance to see the worst pies in London and 
perhaps have the tastiest dinner in Shaker!
If you’d like to help sponsor our show, sell tickets, or 
assist with the run please see either Jane Pernicone or 
Kelley Pernicone.
More info or Tickets - firstbaptistcleveland.org/sweeny-todd

Free - First Baptist Digital Library

Access thousands of titles on your 
computer, tablet or phone for FREE!    
firstbaptistcleveland.org/rightnow

The 49ers hosted a panel discussion on Sunday March 3rd.
Monroe Goins, a retired police officer,  put together a panel 
of experts to discuss the topic of domestic violence and 
its intersection with law enforcement. The three experts 
covered different aspects of domestic violence including 
a recent tragic loss experienced in the Shaker Heights 
community which illuminates the fact that domestic 
violence can occur across the variables of race, class, 
gender or occupation. In many cases it is unpredictable as 
it tends to occur in secret behind closed doors.
The first speaker, Melissa Graves, who has experience 
in the areas of domestic violence and child advocacy 
for over 20 years, stated that more than 50% of female 
homicides are by an intimate partner as opposed to only 
5% of male homicides.  She defined domestic violence as 
a dynamic of  “control with the intent to cause harm to 
the partner.”  She stated that in 22% of domestic violence 
cases children witnessed the violence which means there 
will be emotional consequences for years to come, and in 
many cases there is intergenerational trauma.  Children 
who witness violence are more likely to have problems 
in school, with peers, and to experience depression or 
anxiety.  She also indicated that women  who leave an 
abusive relationship are in the most danger for the first 
year after they leave.
The second speaker, Tracy Martin Peebles, a magistrate 
with a prosecutorial background, defined domestic 
violence as a person who causes physical harm to a family 
member or a household, or threatens to cause harm 
and impinges on the rights of the household members.  
She stated that although abuse can occur in a dating 
relationship, it is not defined as domestic violence unless 
the partners live together.  She spoke about the difficulty 
of gathering evidence when victims are so afraid that they 
do not cooperate or may be reluctant to talk.  She further 
stated that people don’t often go to prison for domestic 
violence because it is so hard to get a conviction.  Tracey 
stated there is a delicate balance between protecting 
the community, trying to do more good than harm, and 
relying on the professionals in the room while in court.
The third speaker, David Hammons, an investigator 
with the Office of Professional Standards, covered civil 
and police oversight.  He spoke about the importance 
of community and police relations.  When investigating 
police abuses of power there are three components:  
investigation, agreements, and implementation.  He 
stated that his job is to look for patterns of practice that 
are unconstitutional and spoke about the 1994 Violent 
Criminal Law Enforcement Act  and the Rodney King case 
in Los Angeles.  Dave ended his talk by stating that we 
cannot afford to feel hopeless and must look for windows 
of opportunity so that officers can be held accountable 
when they fail.  He encouraged us to get involved by 
contacting our legislators about the issues of police abuse 
and domestic violence and in general bringing up these 
important topics for discussion.

Talk on Domestic Violence at FBC
by Priscilla Kingston, 49ers

Commemorating the one year anniversary on March 
6th of Bob Schneider’s passing in 2018, Bob’s piano 
was dedicated to First Baptist Church in the Choir Room 
after the traditional service on Sunday, May 10th. Bob’s 
husband Joaquin Dosreis, his brother Bruce Schneider 
and his niece Katie Schneider were in attendance as well 
as most members of the Chancel Choir and a significant 
number of members of the congregation. A plaque with 
the following words had been attached to the piano and 
was covered by a cloth drape. Following a welcome and 
some introductory remarks by Mike Skerritt, Joaquin was 
invited to lift the drape thereby exposing the brass plaque 
which contained the following words, which Mike read to 
all who gathered.

In loving memory of
Dr. Robert “Bob” Schneider

for his 25 years of Music Ministry (1993-2018)
his personal Steinway piano is given to the
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland

by Joaquin DosReis, his husband.
The gift is supported by Bob’s family,
Bruce Schneider and Katie Schneider.

The move was facilitated by a generous donation
by Olney and Gail Dekker, and gifts from

Charie Babcock, Elizabeth Daniels
John & Tina Marr, Betty Meyers

Tom & Jo Ann Neff, Carole & John Negus,
Jerrod & Stephanie Price, Pam Schneider

Cynthia Barnard-Sheldon
Meredeth Shelley, and Angela Zawada

Bob’s Piano Dedication
by Mike Skerritt

Springtime 2019 in the FBC
Memorial Garden

by Mike Skerritt

In spite of several articles in Tower Tidings over the years 
about the FBC Memorial Garden, many folks are still 
not aware of its existence. It’s not very visible along the 
church driveway parallel to Eaton Road at the east side of 
the Sanctuary but it is a delightful, small, commemorative 
area of the church property. Called the Memorial Garden 
of the First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland, It was 
established more than 40 years ago, and it was designed 
to enable grieving friends and relatives of members and 
friends of First Baptist to have a paver (brick) engraved 
with a loved one’s name, year of birth, and year of 
death, and placed in the garden as an ongoing tribute 
and memory for future visitation and comfort. Folks are 
then encouraged to spend a quiet moment in the garden 
reflecting on their loved ones lives and relationships.
Now would be the time for you to honor a relative or 
friend by purchasing a paver and having it engraved. We 
currently have four pavers ready for installation as soon 
as the weather breaks, including one for Bob Schneider. 
Pavers can not be installed in the garden walkway during 
the winter months. So If you would like to memorialize 
someone this spring we encourage you to complete an 
order form right away and turn it into the church office 
along with a check for $120 made out to First Baptist 
Church to cover the cost of engraving and installation. 
Order forms are available in the church office. Your paver 
will be ordered and installed as soon as possible. Lead time 
in good weather is usually about four weeks. If you have 
any questions please contact Mike Skerritt or Jeff Gordon.

Bob’s piano with plaque in place.

Single Christians Ministry - FBC is starting a ministry for 
single Christians. If you or someone you know is over age 
21 and single (divorced, widowed or never married), we 
would like to talk to you. Please join us for an informa-
tional meeting on Sunday, April 7, 2019 at 10:15 in the 
Library.

Attention Singles!
by Traci Hixson

Welcome Sandra Alexander
Reverend Sandra Alexander-Haynes, 
Ph.D is joining us at First Baptist 
Church of Greater Cleveland as our 
Christian Education Director. She will 
be overseeing discipleship ministries of 
the church including children, youth and 
adult discipleship programs. Be sure to 
introduce yourself and make her feel welcome. She will be 
a welcome addition to our family and a needed boost while 
Pastor Kregg is on the mend. For more information visit - 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/about…/meet-our-staff/

https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/sweeny-todd/


 

 
 

 

  

 

 

The next Tower Tidings Deadline:  April 15th 
The next issue will be mailed May 1, 2019 
Please e-mail articles or news to Greg Beckner: 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: March 28, 2019 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org
Facebook/First Baptist Church of 
Greater Cleveland

Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor
Stephanie Price, Director of Music
Betty Meyers, Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak, Director of Praise Team
Rev. Sandra Alexander-Haynes, Christian Education Dir.
Minister Jae Williams, Director of Youth Ministries
Carly Marino, Director of Children’s Ministries
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Admin.
Greg Beckner, Graphic/Web Designer & Marketing

Editors: Greg Beckner, Kregg Burris, Jeff Gordon
Thank you to the many volunteers who help 
assemble the Tower Tidings mailing each month!
If you would like to be a part of our volunteer team 
please contact Star in the church office, sknuckles@
firstbaptistcleveland.org. Lunch is provided.

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Tony Peebles 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Tammy Gordon 
Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: (Unfilled) 
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Ship Collins 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Dan Mizener 
 Property and Finance, Stewardship Campaign, 
 & Endowment and Audit

Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica 
Chapman-Martinez

Worship and Fine Arts: G. Michael Skerritt

2019 FBC Lay Leadership
Serving in Ministry

Tower Tidings Staff

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?
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https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons


