The Children’s Center Connection
April 2019

Each April we honor children during Week of the Young Child (WOYC). This year we celebrating April 8-12. Our featured author this year is Anna Dewdney of Llama, Llama fame. Daily
gatherings, special events and classroom activities are scheduled throughout the week. A festive reading corner will be open for parents to relax and enjoy a story with their child. A few
special events are planned.
 Families will receive a quilt square early in April with instructions for decorating. Llama,
Llama carries a quilt throughout the stories. A large classroom quilt will be constructed
from the individual squares.
 Children and staff are encouraged to wear a holiday themed outfit on Monday, April 8th.
 The Barnyard Petting Zoo will visit the afternoon of Wednesday, April 10th from 3-6 PM.
 On Friday, April 12th, at 4 PM, grandparents are invited to Spahr Center where the children on the second floor will share a special song. After a brief puppet show, a snack of
lemon cookies awaits our children and guests.
 The Scholastic Book Fair will be open all week in the first floor hallway, too.
The Week of the Young Child is an opportunity for child care programs, communities and
states to focus on the needs of young children and their families. A highlight of additional activities are on page three of the newsletter. Check the classroom lesson plan in your child’s
classroom for more details.

Staff Professional Development Day
Our teachers are very excited to attend the Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children’s Annual Conference on April 26th. They have
the opportunity to connect with like-minded early childhood professionals
to share challenges and discover solutions and to learn from the nation’s
leading trainers, authors and advocates. We are especially excited that
Lisa Murphy, the Ooey Gooey Lady, will deliver the keynote address.
Other special presenters include Jim Gill and Dr. Jean. We appreciate
your support of this opportunity to further our professional growth.

Important Dates
April 1
Opening Day
Cookout

April 8-12
Scholastic
Book Fair

April 19
Good Friday
Center Closed

April 26
Staff Professional
Development Day
Center Closed

April 29-May 1
Picture Days
& Graduation
Photos

June 7
Center Picnic
Penguin Graduation

Spring Portrait Days

Lifetouch Photography has been secured to take children’s pictures for The Children’s Center.
Portrait days are Monday, April 29th to Wednesday, May 1st. Siblings will be photographed
individually and together. Contact the office to confirm dates. Class photos will also be taken. The Penguin class will be photographed in cap and gown for a graduation portrait. Look for
more information about dates for each classroom soon. The order forms, sent home on
Wednesday, May 1st, need to be returned to the office by May 8th.

Parent Survey Results

The Center recently conducted our annual parent survey in March with a 20% response rate.
A top area of satisfaction is our program and curriculum. Communication from the classroom
was positively rated, but still an area for improvement. The comments were really appreciated. Many parents raved about the Expressive Arts program and the family events. Concern
and suggestions were very helpful, too, and they will be shared with individual classrooms.
The results of the survey inform our annual quality improvement plan. We strive for continuous improvement.

Parent Meeting Notes

Recently a group of parents met to plan for Staff Appreciation Week and fundraising for the
playground. The following is a brief recap of the discussions.
Staff Appreciation Week-Look for a letter from the parent committee about ways that you
can contribute and support activities throughout this important week, May 6-10.
Playground Fundraising-An idea that generated a lot of enthusiasm is a reverse raffle/silent
auction scheduled for the fall or winter 2020. If you have connections to a venue or can procure items for the silent auction, please contact the office.
Look for information about upcoming parent meetings in the summer.

Spring Safety Notes

It’s spring! Each day, we take the children outside, sometimes to catch raindrops!
Please be on the lookout as you drive through the parking lot. Many classes take
walks around the church building and children travel along the fence to the play
areas. This is a good time to take home winter items from your child’s cubby and
replace them with spring clothes and rain boots. Also look for sunscreen forms in
your child’s cubby. The cost for center provided sunscreen for the season remains
at $10.00 per child.

Walk for Hunger-Coins for Kids Drive

The Run/Walk for Hunger is being held on Saturday, May 11, 2019 at 9:30 a.m.
The 5-kilometer Run/Walk-a-Thon through downtown Cleveland raises funds to
help the Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland feed over 30,000 children a
month.
If you would like to participate in the Run/Walk please contact Karen Gill at
216-371-9394. You can also sign up online at www.hungernetwork.org. Our team
name is First Baptist Church and Children’s Center.
If you are unable to participate in the Run/Walk, please consider making a donation. Our goal is to contribute $2,500 to this very important cause. You can donate spare change, in the marked containers at each entrance and in the center
office beginning April 8th.
April 2019

Week of the Young Child
Anna Dewdney April 8-12, 2019
Monday
Holiday Shirt Day
Zippity, Zoom, Big Wheel Bikes
Llama, Llama, Misses Momma
Tuesday
Camper Stories
Llama, Llama, Time to Share
Egg Hunt!
Wednesday
All About Llamas
Llama Cheese and Crackers
Barnyard Visit at pick up!
Thursday
Pajama Day!
Llama Quilt
Llama, Llama, Red Pajama
Stuffed Animal Show & Tell
Friday
GrandparentsTea Party-4PM!
Indoor Beach Party
Outdoor Sand Tables
Llama, Llama, Sand and Sun

April 2019 Lunch Menu
MONDAY

TUESDAY

1 OPENING DAY
*T-bone steak,
baked potato,
arugula salad,
kumquats

2
Potato soup w/
broccoli and
apples

8
Chicken patty on
a bun, oranges
and carrots

9
Cheese tortellini
w/ pesto,
cucumbers and
apples

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

3
BLT pockets,
salad and pears

11 VIP ANNA
Beef and
noodles, green
beans and
strawberries

12
Fish sandwich,
carrots and
oranges

10
11 VIP YALE
Dirty rice, green Spaghetti and
beans and
meatballs, red
pepper,
oranges
cantaloupe

12
English muffin
pizza,
cucumbers and
honey dew

Dinner : fish
and fries

FRIDAY

Dinner: soup and
grilled cheese
15
Alphabet soup
w/ chicken,
carrot and
oranges

16
17
Chicken tenders, Beef mac, salad
roll, peas and
and pears
strawberries

18 VIP
VINCENZA
Pizza, broccoli
and pears

19
CENTER
CLOSED

Dinner: TBA
22
Sloppy joe on a
bun, carrots,
oranges

23
24VIP BEN
25
26
Cheesy Rigatoni, Burger, broccoli, Chicken fritter,
w/ mini meatcantaloupe
roll, green beans
CENTER
balls, green
and oranges
CLOSED
beans and apples
No dinner

29
Tukey and
cheese sliders,
carrots and
oranges

30
Pesto pasta
salad, chicken,
carrots and
apples

*April Fools
Teachers and parents-hot dogs and
beans!
Childrenhamburgers on a
bun, oranges and
carrots

Organic fat-free milk is served with lunch for children on the second floor.
Organic whole milk is served to children on the first floor.
Menu is subject to change.

