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A Snowflake is one of God’s 
most fragile creations but 

look what they can do when 
they stick together.

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his 
teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; 
the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

Romans 12:4-8
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As we welcome Black History month, I would like to draw 
our attention to three early American religious leaders: 
Bishop Richard Allen, Rev. Alexander Crummell, and our 
very own- “Father John” Malvin.

Richard Allen (February 14, 1760 – March 26, 1831) was a  
minister, educator, writer, and one of America’s most active 
and influential black leaders. In 1794, he founded the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church (AME), the first independent black 
denomination in the United States. He opened his first AME 
church in 1794 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and was elected 
the first bishop of the AME Church in 1816.  He focused 
on organizing a denomination in which African Americans 
could worship without racial oppression and with dignity. He 
worked within his community, organizing Sabbath schools 
teaching literacy and promoting national organizations to 
develop political strategies. He was well known for his fervent 
preaching style. Some of his sermons have survived, his most 
well-known message written was For Zion’s Sake from Isaiah 
62:1. (His life and sermon will be featured on Sunday Feb. 3rd.)

Alexander Crummell (March 3, 1819 – September 10, 
1898) was a pioneering preacher, academic and African 
nationalist. Ordained as an Episcopal priest in the United 
States, Crummell went to England in the late 1840s to 
raise money for his church by lecturing about American 
slavery. Abolitionists supported his three years of study at 
Cambridge University, where Crummell developed concepts 
of pan-Africanism and was critical in raising the issues of 
American slavery to an international audience.

In 1853 Crummell went to Liberia, where he served 
as a missionary for twenty years. After returning to 
the United States in 1872, he was called to St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Mission in Washington, DC. In 1875, he and his 
congregation founded St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, the first 
independent black Episcopal church in the city and served 
as rector there until his retirement in 1894.

Throughout his life, Crummell worked for black nationalism, 
self-help, and separate economic development. He spent 
the last years of his life setting up the American Negro 
Academy, the first organization in the United States to 
support African-American academic scholarship. Among 
is many volumes of sermons, his most cherished was The 
Greatness of Christ Matthew 11:11.

(His life and sermon will be featured on Sunday Feb. 10th.)

John Malvin (1795-30 July 1880), leader of Cleveland’s 
black community who worked at various times as a cook, 
sawmill operator, carpenter and joiner, and canal-boat 
captain, and was a licensed and ordained Baptist preacher, 
was born in Dumfries, Prince William County, Va. to a slave 
father and free mother, making him free under the Slave 
Code. He was apprenticed as a carpenter, secretly taught 
to read, and arrived in Cleveland in 1831 after a short stay 
in Cincinnati.

Malvin organized a black school committee in Cleveland 
(1832) and a statewide committee (1835) to finance black 
education; the resulting School Fund Society opened schools 
for black children in Cleveland, Columbus, Springfield, and 
Cincinnati. The committees also worked to change Ohio laws 
prohibiting municipalities from even establishing segregated 
schools for blacks. Efforts of black citizens in Cleveland 
resulted in a limited subsidy from city council for the privately 
supported black school and abolishment of the state law 
clause limiting public-school access to white children in 1848.

Malvin and his wife, Harriet (married 8 March 1829), were 
charter members of our church, the First Baptist Church of 
Greater Cleveland in 1833 and prevented the church from 
segregating its members as was the common practice of 
the time. At the onset of the Civil War, Malvin organized 
a black military company that joined the 54th and 55th 
Massachusetts regiments. Malvin lectured for the Ohio State 
Anti-Slavery Society and was active in the Underground 
Railroad. Malvin vigorously opposed Ohio’s “Black Laws.”

Known to many as “Father John,” Malvin died at his 
Cleveland home and was buried in the Erie Street Cemetery.  
(His life and sermon will be featured on Sunday Feb. 17th.)

On Sunday, Feb.24th, we will have Dr. Andrew Edwards to 
be our guest preacher. Dr. Edwards is the current President 
of the Cleveland Baptist Association and retired pastor of 
Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church. This Sunday will also 
feature a presentation of special music by our own FBC 
Gospel Choir in both services.

Black History Month

Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor

The Youth department is growing, our theme for 2019 
“Living my best life in Christ Jesus” 
We celebrated our annual Christmas Party at Pizzazz on 
the Circle. We had the opportunity for our youth and 
parents to speak up and share their concerns for 2019. 

Here are some of their goals: 

1. Camping at Camp Koinonia (Theo Fielding, lead parent) 

2. Cedar Point and or Water Parks

3. FBC Youth Community Fest 

4. Quarterly Community project 

Both parents and youth are excited about our Discipleship 
teachers, Ship Collins (8th-12th grades), Tondra Miller and 
Jae Williams (5th-7th grades).

Youth Department (6th to 12th grades) Christmas Party at Pizzazz

End of 2018 Lockin Lockin Special guest - Lutheran East High School Gospel Choir

We had our End of the Year Lockin with our special guest 
the Lutheran East High School Gospel Choir and our Senior 
Pastor, Dr. Kregg Burris. This event was well attended, a 
special thanks to Dana Capers for being with us during 
entire 24 hours and also Tony Peebles who helped us setup 
and tear down. 

Solomon White and Evon Gocan have created a YouTube 
Channel and they will be presenting some of their skits 
right before Mothers Day 2019.

WEEK 3
JOHN 6:1-13

Feeding 5,000

SAY THIS: Use what you 
have to serve others. 

 
WEEK 4
MATTHEW 6:1-4

Give in Secret

SAY THIS: Serve others 
without looking for applause.

WEEK 1
JOHN 13:1-17

Jesus Washes His 
Disciples’ Feet SAY THIS: 
Serve others because of 
what Jesus did for us.

WEEK 2
1 PETER 4:10-11

Meet People’s Needs

SAY THIS: Look for ways 
to serve others.

Chrildren’s Department 
Elementary (Infants to 5th grade)

“Jesus sat down and called for the twelve disciples to come 
to him. Then he said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be 
the very last. They must be the servant of everyone.”

Mark 9:35, NIV

                  SERVICE—Lending a hand to help someone else

Hero Headquarters February 2019 Schedule

FBC
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Book of James by Tony Evans 
– Taught by Marty Capers and 
Wendy Chaney (16 sessions)

Do you know what it takes to 
live your life as an authentic 
Christian? Luckily for you, 
James was a very direct 
kind of guy. In the book of 
James, he gets right down 
to the basics and covers 
all the critical areas of 

Christian living that you need to know using many simple 
illustrations and analogies. Join Dr. Tony Evans in this 
series as he challenges you to apply the book of James 
to your life so that you can live out your faith in the real 
world in a real way.  
(Starts Feb. 3rd, Sundays @10:10 AM in the Fireside Room)

Discovering God’s Vision for 
Your Life – You and Your 
Spiritual Gifts by Kenneth 
C. Haugk - Facilitated by 
Mari Schroeder-Jenkins  
(8 Sessions)

Have you ever asked 
yourself any of these 
questions?
•  Who am I?
•  Why am I here?
•  What does God want me  
    to do with my life?
 

Anyone who would like to take this class should consider 
taking the When God’s Spirit Moves class as an introduction. 
Not an absolute, but recommended.  Anyone who did not 
fully complete the Spiritual Gifts class in a previous session 
can join again for all or part of the 8 sessions. A certificate 
will be issued at the end of the class. However, attendees 
must attend all 8 classes or otherwise make arrangements 
with the instructor to be certified.

Paricipants will explore biblically based answers to these 
questions in various ways. The interactive course will be 
taught by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins. Each session combines 
lecture, experiential exercises, and practical application. 
Course participants will discover their gifts and consider 
how those gifts can be used in our church and community. 
In addition to class time, each participant receives a 
manual that includes areas of further study and devotions. 
We will try to relate the topic of spiritual gifts to other 
aspects of Christianity and spiritual growth such as 
discipleship, community, lay ministry, and grace.

We have been offering this class at FBC since January 2005. 
Here is what individuals from our congregation have said:

“It was wonderful. I was a bit surprised at first how my gifts came 
out, but it helped me see a direction for my life.”
“I learned a lot about my spiritual gifts. I felt affirmed and empowered.” 
(Starts Mar. 17th, Sundays @10:10 AM in the Livingstone Room)

Sunday classes will start after the first service at 10:10 AM 
which allows everybody to attend either the contemporary 
service before or the traditional service afterward. Most 
evening classes will start about 6:30 PM on Wednesdays.

Glorious Gospel 
Mid-week  
Mid-morning  
Bible Study  
Taught by Rev.  
Dr. Kregg Burris

“The Gospel is 
God’s Good News 
for humanity.”  It is 
a message about 

the person and work of Jesus Christ. It is a message that 
is both personally transformational to those who accept 
it, as well as communally transformational as its kingdom 
principle shapes culture and society. Our ongoing study is 
a walk through the entire Bible.  We began in Genesis and 
are currently in 2 Kings.  It is open to anyone to come and 
join in our small group study. 
(Wednesdays  @11:00AM – 12:00PM in the Fireside Room)

The Daniel Plan by 
Warren, Amen & Hyman 
Facilitated by Jane 
Pericone 

This plan teaches simple 
ways to incorporate 
healthy choices into 
a reader’s current 
lifestyle and helps them 
understand the kind of 
foods God created to 
keep them fit and strong. 
The book is categorized 

around five key concepts for optimal health that promote 
success: faith, food, fitness, focus, and friends. These 
concepts encourage readers to deepen their relationship 
with God and offer inspiration as they make positive 
choices each and every day. (Starts Jan. 16th, Every Other 
Wednesday @ 6:30 PM in the Fireside Room)

The Storm Inside by 
Sheila Welsh Facilitated  
by Martha Lant

Women feel the storm 
activity all around. We 
find ourselves teetering 
somewhere between 
everyday chaos and 
crisis. We can feel a 
storm brewing, we 
are in the middle of a 
storm, or we are facing 

the aftermath of a storm. But don’t be afraid because it 
is possible to grow through turbulent times.

Storms show you what’s really going on inside, reveal what 
you really believe, and actually make you stronger. In this 
powerful book Sheila will help you:

• Redefine your failures as a new beginning instead of an end.

• Replace the words always and never in your life with positive 
declarations of hope.

• Know with confidence how to help a friend in chaos or crisis

(Starts Jan. 23rd, Every Other Wednesday @6:30 PM in 
the Fireside Room)

Men’s Wednesday Night 
Class – Taught by Various 
Class Members
The group selects a 
book and lays out the 
chapters for discussion. 
This provides an 
opportunity to grow as 
men and in fellowship 
with other men. Various 

members of the group lead the group discussion.

(Every Other Wednesday @6:30 PM In the Judson Room)

FBC 101 See Pastor Burris for more information. 
(Starts Feb. 25th, Mondays @7:00 PM)

When God’s Spirit Moves 
by Jim Cymbala –  
Facilitated by Mari Schroeder-
Jenkins (6 Sessions)

This class is a precursor and 
especially recommended to 
anyone interested in taking 
the later Spiritual Gifts class 
in March.

What happens when the 
Holy Spirit moves in a church? You’ll not only learn about 
the person of the Holy Spirit, but you’ll also learn:

• How to make room for the work of the Spirit in your life and 
in your church

• How the Spirit empowers you to be creative and honor God 
with your gifts and talents

• How to listen in prayer and apply the Word of God

• How the Spirit is active in the work of healing your body, 
your emotions, and your relationships

• How your personal transformation leads to greater 
transformations in your community and around the world 
through the changed lives of believers

• How your church can become a place where the message 
of the gospel is heard and people experience the life-giving 
power of a grace-filled community You will learn how to 
infuse a fresh sense of God’s power in your church and in 
your life as a follower of Jesus. 

(Starts Feb. 3rd, Sundays @10:10 AM in the Livingstone Room)

Winter 2019 Evening Classes

MEN
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

6:30pm Every Other Wednesday
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Winter 2019 Morning Classes

Winter 2019 Morning Classes Preserving Robert 
Schneider’s Legacy at FBC 
Thanks to the generosity of Joaquin DosReis, Bruce and 
Katie Schneider; the leadership gift by Olney and Gail 
Dekker; and the many financial donations by Meredeth 
Shelley, Tina Marr, Charie Babcock, Carole and John 
Negus, Stephanie and Jerrod Price, Angela Zawada, and 
Pam Schneider, Bob’s personal and magnificently restored 
Steinway piano is now permanently ensconced in the Choir 
Room at First Baptist! And special thanks for Max Bunker 
for coordinating the move with Joaquin, Bruce and Katie. 
(If I missed anyone’s name, I apologize. Please know that 
we thank you just the same!). 

Per arrangements by Jeff Gordon the move was made 
December 28th in three steps. 

1. Move Bob’s piano from his home to the church. 

2. Move the old choir room piano to Fellowship Hall. 

3. Move the old piano from Fellowship Hall to  
Brian Kozak’s home. 

Everything went very smoothly thanks to the excellent 
movers Jeff lined up. And the piano was there for a delighted 
and deeply moved Chancel Choir on Sunday, Dec. 30.

We have made it known to Joaquin, Bruce and Katie that 
they are welcome to visit and see the piano any time they 
want. When they are here please be sure to thank them 
for their generosity. Our lives have become intertwined 
through our rela-tionship with Bob, so we want them to 
feel that they are a part of this great church community. 
You are welcome to stop in and see Bob’s piano as well.

More Pics – https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/moving-piano



THANKFUL!!  by April Shepherd

The Missions and Social Concerns Cluster is 
very THANKFUL to all those who supported the 
Fairhill Partners, Family Promise, Calvary Hot Meal 
Program, Men’s Shelter, and the Retired Ministers 
and Missionaries Christmas Offering. Your generous 
donations are greatly appreciated by those in need.  

Our FBC volunteers that will be serving the next meal 
at Calvary will have fun giving out the mittens, scarves, 
hats and toiletries.  

Thanks to Evon Gocan for delivering all that winter 
attire for the men’s shelter. The men at the shelter are 
out walking everyday and will enjoy the abundance of 
socks donated to help keep their feet warm. 

We are a big church with an even bigger heart and it’s 
wonderful to see to our impact in the community.  How 
wonderful it is that we abundantly share our love with 
others just as Jesus abundantly shared his love and 
gave us life.

Spur Cross Youth Outreach & Koinonia Camp Fundraiser

Texas Smoked Brisket BBQ | Silent & Live Auctions 
Live Entertainment | Pizza for the Kids

Location – Lifebrand Cowboy Church 
1289 Mentor Avenue, Painesville, Ohio 44077

Tickets  
  $25 - Ages 9 & up 
  $10 - Ages 3 to 8 
FREE - Ages under 3

Register – https://www.christiancampohio.org 
Email – Lifebrandcc@gmail.com 
Call – Patty (440)346-0340 or Pastor (440)796-1061

For the past 42 years we have seen a great many shows 
grace the stages of Spahr Center and the Sanctuary. We’ve 
seen pirates and princesses, orphans and outfielders, 
sailors and students, and so much more. The Happy 
Ending Lyric Players have grown from a small group with 
$23 and change to an extended family of theatre folks who 
work toward the common goal of creating quality shows in 
our home at First Baptist Church.

There have many occurrences of beautiful and happy 
endings. Who’s heart isn’t warmed by Daddy Warbucks 
adopting Annie? Who didn’t feel a sense of triumph as 
the Von Trapp family escaped Austria to Mother Superior’s 
Climb Every Mountain? And of course, we can’t forget that 
we learned that there’s no place like home from Dorothy 
in the Wizard of Oz! But we’ve noticed a bit of a trend…
our endings have been a little less than happy lately. We’ve 
seen hatred lead to heartbreak in West Side Story. We 
saw innocent and troubled people suffer in Les Miserables. 
We saw a nation fall in love with a leader only for her to be 
taken away in Evita. And we saw an outcast become a hero, 
only to lose everything in The Hunchback of Notre Dame. 

While these more recent stories haven’t had traditional 
“happy endings” they each have a strong lesson. West 
Side Story taught us that hatred based on the color of 
someone’s skin or where they come from only leads to 
pain. Les Mis taught us the danger of not letting baggage 
go (it turns to obsession that could lead to a path of 
destruction). The Hunchback of Notre Dame taught us the 
transformative power of love and left audiences with a 
feeling of hope that “someday life will be kinder and love 
will be blinder”. 

In between these shows there have been little pops of joy! 
Don’t forget that fun baseball musical Damn Yankees or 
the joy of being invited to “Be Our Guest” during Beauty 
and the Beast! And there will be many more jovial shows 
to come…promise! 

This year is not really the year of happy endings. But it is 
a year of a truly important lesson. The story we are telling 
this year is one of obsession, vengeance, deceit, and loss. 
Every day we are faced with choices. We have the choice 
to choose to hang on to hurts or to learn to let them go. 
We can choose forgiveness, or we can choose revenge. 
We can be honest with ourselves and others or we can 
hide the truth. And no matter who we are, we experience 
loss. The difference is how we deal with it. I wish I could 
say that we had a great example of how to appropriately 
deal with these issues this year, but we have the second-
best thing! We have Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street and if old Sweeney can teach us anything, 
it’s how we SHOULDN’T behave when faced with hurts, 
lies, and deceit. Sweeney Todd is at its core a cautionary 

tale about vengeance and while it may be an extreme 
example, it is an interesting one. The heart of this show is 
dark comedy, you’re supposed to laugh at certain points 
and that laughter is at times uncomfortable! The show 
is challenging both for our actors, orchestra, and the 
audience. But it’s the type of challenge worth taking on! 

Our “new” director Kat Pernicone (previous directorial 
credits include Spring Awakening and The Producers) 
brings high level of creativity and energy to this project. 
She’s promising to deliver a character driven performance 
ripe with solid vocals and a great deal of fun! We’ve 
partnered with Steve Eva and the Chagrin Falls Studio 
Orchestra once again to bring this challenging piece of 
Sondheim to life.

Sweeney Todd runs March 29th thru April 7th. We 
know Sweeney looks forward to getting you in his chair.

Attend The Tale Of Sweeney Todd!  Kelley Pernicone, Producer

Roses are red, 
Violets are blue. 
First Baptist Church 
Is perfect for YOU!
     Author Unknown

     Okay, pretty  
     amateurish,  
     I admit. 

But if you want to hear real poetry, presented by impressive 
readers from First Baptist’s members and friends, don’t 
miss the return of Sharon Anderson’s acclaimed Arts  
Out-reach Program’s JAZZ - POETRY NIGHT.

7:30 PM Friday, February 15, 2019 in Spahr Center
Yes, all kinds of poetry will be read including the classics, 
original compositions, comedy, and more alternating 
with great jazz by The Demetrius Steinmetz Jazz 
Ensemble led by our own Demetrius of our Contemporary 
Worship Praise Band. The Jazz Ensemble will play music 
based on each poem’s content.

Goodies by Faith!

The concert is free and open to the public. Tell your 
friends! Bring your family! Make Friday, February 15th your 
special night out a great evening of poetry  
and music!

Jazz

 Saturday, March 9th @5:00 PM

2100 
Lakeside

Calvary

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Birthdays
5th Marlene Cooper
6th Tobili Sam Yellowe
6th Pam Schneider
6th Kathy Skerritt

7th David Meil
9th Dana Capers
13th Marty Capers
13th Phyllis Peterson

14th Anne Eickmann
14th Christine Ann Marr
16th Angela Fielding
16th Marvin Hamdan

18th Charles Cicco
19th Jerome Williams
20th Star Knuckles
23rd Bonnie Humphrey

24th David Chapman
24th Tine DeBlaey-Cicco
24th Christopher Smith

Choir Schedule
Come sing with us!  Children’s Choir rehearsals will begin on 
Thursdays starting February 7th.  The choir will sing in church 
once a month.  Cherub Choir (Pre-K) meets from 5:00-5:20 
in Wheaton.  Children’s Choir (Grades K-5) meets in the 
choir room from 5:30-6:00pm.

Gospel Choir rehearsals will take 
place on February 7th, 14th, and 21st 
from 6:45-7:15pm in the choir room.  
The choir will sing on February 24th 
during Sunday services.

Handbell rehearsals will resume 
in March.
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GospelFBC Choir

by Michael Skerritt



 

 
 

 

  

 

 

The next Tower Tidings Deadline:  February 15th 
The next issue will be mailed February 28, 2019 
Please e-mail articles or news to Greg Beckner: 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: Jan. 31, 2019 
Thanks for prompt delivery!

Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.372.9394 
Fax - 216.932.8554
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org
Facebook/First Baptist Church of 
Greater Cleveland

Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor
Stephanie Price, Director of Music
Betty Meyers, Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak, Director of Praise Team
Minister Jae Williams, Director of Youth Ministries
Carly Marino, Director of Children’s Ministries
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Admin.
Greg Beckner, Graphic/Web Designer & Marketing
Margo Jerome, Accountant

Editors: Greg Beckner, Kregg Burris, Jeff Gordon
Thank you to the many volunteers who help 
assemble the Tower Tidings mailing each month!
If you would like to be a part of our volunteer 
team please contact Star Knuckles in the 
church office. Lunch is provided.

Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Tony Peebles 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Tammy Gordon 
Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach:  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Suzanne Blum 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship and Nurture: Iris Goins 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Dan Mizener 
 Property and Finance, Stewardship Campaign, 
 & Endowment and Audit

Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica 
Chapman-Martinez

Worship and Fine Arts: G. Michael Skerritt

2018 FBC Lay Leadership
Serving in Ministry

Tower Tidings Staff

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online –  
https://firstbaptistcleveland.org/watch-sermons

Were you unable to 
attend church on a 
Sunday, or would 
you like to hear a 
sermon again?
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