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Come Home to First Baptist Church for Christmas

Christmas provides a wonderful time to gather with our friends, family, and 
neighbors.  First Baptist hosts a number of spectacular Christmas events for your 
family to experience in the miracle of the season of Christ’s birth. If you have 
been to any of these events in the past we’re sure you will be back, and if you 
haven’t, we know you will want to add these to your family’s tradition. What, you 
don’t have a big family for Christmas? You’re welcome to join ours!

We have something for everyone. Some of our events are paid events but most 
don’t cost anything. Many of these traditions have been celebrated for decades 
while others have only happened in recent years. Several of them are geared 
towards children and others are better suited for adults. For descriptions of all of 
our Christmas activities see page 5 and if you would like more details like ages and 
costs visit https://fi rstbaptistcleveland.org/christmas. You can complete the form at 
the bottom of that page if you have any additional questions about any event.
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Christmas Nativity Pageant
Christmas Eve at 7pm



   One Christmas tradition from my former church    
 which held a very special place in my heart and which 
I dearly miss, revolved around an annual Christmas 
gift exchange known as white elephant. In case you 
don’t know, a white elephant gift exchange is a party 
game where white elephant gifts are exchanged 
during festivities. The goal of a white elephant party 
is usually to entertain rather than to gain. The term 
white elephant refers to an extravagant but ineffectual 
gift that cannot be easily disposed of, based on the 
legend of the King of Siam giving rare albino elephants 
to courtiers who had displeased him, so that they 
might be ruined by the animals’ upkeep costs. The fi rst 
use of this term came as early as 1828.

But I digress, at this particular Christmas party a white 
elephant gift that showed up every year going back 
over ten years was the “red-neck thermometer.” This 
was a board with 10 inch of rope hanging loosely from 
the top. (I’ll let you look it up if you’re interested in its 
meteorological value.) Nobody wanted it and whoever 
ended up with it was reminded to bring it to the 
following year’s party to properly dispose of it to its 
next victim.

While this form of re-gifting of a Christmas present 
was done in jest, many people treat re-gifting as an 
effective, money saving form of recycling. In fact, 
there are ‘rules of Christmas re-gifting” according to 
money guru, Dave Ramsey. Let me list his top ten 
rules of re-gifting.

1. Only re-gift items which you would spend your 
money on to begin with.

2. Remove the old tags, bags or boxes.
3. Don’t re-gift to people meaningful to you.
4. Don’t re-gift your family gifts.
5. Avoid re-gifting friends within the same circle.
6. Don’t re-gift items you don’t remember where it 

came from.
7.  Don’t re-gift food.
8. Don’t go overboard with re-gifts. (Don’t be known 

as the “Re-gifter”.)
9. Re-wrap the gift.
10. Be honest if caught.2

Each year the Sainsbury company a UK grocery store, 
introduces a big Christmas advertisement to kick off 
the season. This year featured a little girl dressed 
as a star singing before a crowded group of parents 
at a Christmas play.  She starts out very nervous, 
singing the lyrics from the 1998 band New Radicals 
“You Get What You Give.” It’s a rather odd choice, not 
previously associated with Christmas. She gains her 
confi dence and belts out the tune as the rest of the 
children fl ood the background with an assortment of 
Christmas images behind her as she’s hoisted up to 
the top of a giant Christmas Tree. The closing words of 
the song are “you get what you give.” 

Something about those words strike a chord with me 
this Christmas season. My advent sermon series is 
entitled, “Re-gifting Christmas- giving what you’ve 
gotten.” As each Christmas rolls around, we may sense  
pressure upon us to fi nd the right gift which adds to 
the stress of this beautiful season. 

The Scripture teaches us that it is more ‘blessed to 
give than to receive.’ God’s Christmas gift to us is our 
hope in Christ Jesus. Accepting this gift and make 
Him our own. As His children, we are called to give 
ourselves to others in love and service. In this way, we 
are re-gifting God’s love to others- wrapped in a new 
package of our own personal touch. We accept God’s 
gift of love, grace, and forgiveness and incorporate 
our experiences to be shared with others. In doing 
this, we truly embrace the essence of the season of 
giving which becomes less about material possessions 
and more about personal interaction and relationships. 
Re-gifting our life for others places a light in this world 
of darkness, and allows for the joy of the season to be 
shared with all.

Blessings,

Pastor Kregg Burris
Senior Pastor 



A “Crazy, Busy, Peaceful, Holy Night” musical will be 
presented by the children and youth of First Baptist 
Church, directed by Laura Leanza Preston and 
Stephanie Price.

Saturday, December 8 at 1:00 in Spahr Center
Sunday, December 9 at 12:30 in Spahr Center 

It’s that time of year again when we all eagerly look 
forward to one of the best parts of advent at FBC... 
the annual children’s Christmas musical. This year’s 
show will be performed by twenty fi ve talented kids 
ranging from age three to age thirteen. 

The plot of this show is once again, a reminder of the 
true reason for the season. These days, Christmas 
time is often extremely crazy and busy with so many 
things to do. Our kids are committed to events and 
activities, concerts and school work while us adults 
are planning parties, shopping, and baking - it’s easy 
to lose focus on the baby that was born in Bethlehem 
that holy night. Our Christmas is not usually quiet 
and calm. And as we know the story of our Savior’s 
birth in the manger wasn’t quite quiet and calm 
either. The scenes and songs in this show will remind 

Shoebox Success!
Thanks to everyone involved in our Shoebox 
Ministry.  We collected 91 fi lled boxes (a huge 
increase from last year’s 67)!

At our Cluster Fair, we had the effi cient David Case 
as our attendant giving folks the instructions for 
packing and answering questions. He may be the 
next OCC Coordinator...one never knows.

It was great having the Sunday School kids involved 
in this project along with the teens (Amber Perkins 
and Kaitlyn Gogan) who helped organize the boxes 
and put rubber bands on them. For those who 

us that through all the business 
and noise, Jesus came to bring peace 
and hope to the chaos in our world.

You will see some familiar faces of children and youth 
who have participated in shows in the past few years. 
I am excited to announce that we also have many new 
children involved in the show. Stephanie Price and I 
have collaborated this year to present this ministry 

to our congregation and community. We are both 
extremely excited to be doing this show and can’t 
wait for the children’s voices to fi ll the room with hope 
and joy! Please join us in Spahr Center following the 
traditional worship service on December 9th. A light 
reception will follow the performance on Sunday. 

Children’s Christmas Musical By Laura Leanza Preston

chose to donate money for shipping fees, please 
know that this was a huge help!

With the help of Mary Wills, our East Side Ministry 
class fi lled two boxes which engaged them in feeling 
more integrated into our church.  Thanks to Jeff 
Gordon and Ed Szalay who delivered all of our boxes 
to our local drop off site.

Hopefully, you enjoyed this wonderful outreach and 
our kids could see how important it is to give and to 
share the Gospel of Jesus.

A “Crazy, Busy, Peaceful, Holy Night” musical will be us that through all the business 
and noise, Jesus came to bring peace 
and hope to the chaos in our world.

By Laura Leanza Preston

KNAUF, Phyllis 12/01 

DONLEY, Kim Spitz 12/02 

GOCAN, Evon G. 12/02 

ALT, James 12/07

BELHOBEK, Jeanie 12/10 

ADAMS-CASE, Kathy 12/13 

GOTTSCHLING, June 12/15 

EAKIN, Thomas 12/16 

BELHOBEK, George 12/17 

BROWN, Nancy 12/17 

HUNGATE, Kara 12/18 

OLEXA, Jacquelyn L. 12/18 

TILLMAN, Jerry 12/20 

BURNS, Chris 12/21 

LIU, Lynne 12/23 

WHITE, Sonja 12/23 

December Birthdays 
JENKINS, Gregg 12/27

LIU, Dr. James 12/28 

PEEBLES, Tracy 12/28 

by Anita Bartel
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Retired Ministers & 
Missionaries Offering
Extending Our Hands to Our Neighbors

As we celebrate over 40 years of Retired Ministers 
and Missionaries (RMMO) on the behalf of American 
Baptist Churches USA, I invite you to refl ect with me 
on how this offering touches the lives of so many 
families.  This long standing tradition established 
in 1977 supports ministers, missionaries and their 
widowed spouses who have devoted 15 or more years 
of their lives to service in the ABCUSA.

This year’s theme “Extending Our Hands to Our 
Neighbors” illustrates the importance of being there for 
one another. Remembering we are stronger together 
than on our own is central to the Christian Faith.

You do not have to look very far to fi nd a friend, 
neighbor or FBC member who has benefi ted from the 
RMMO. This Christmas bonus is much appreciated by 
many missionaries and pastors.  This includes the ones 
who have never owned a home.  They either lived in 
parsonages or served small town churches and had low 
salaries.  Some even lived in the country where they 
served, so they did not have a home to retire to.

So, I ask you to prayerfully consider donating to this 
worthy and much appreciated offering.  Together, FBC 
can surpass our 2018 goal of $1500.00.  So, please feel 
free to pick up a donation envelope from the Mitten 
Tree or look for one inserted in the Sunday bulletin.

As you pray, you may refl ect upon this scripture: Do 
nothing out of self ambition or vain conceit. Rather, 
in humility value others above yourselves, not looking 
into your own interests but each of you to the interest 
of others.  - Philippians 2: 3-4 (NIV)

Calvary News
In October, there were eight of us who served about 
50 guests. It was our fi rst meal of the cold weather 
season; baked and fried chicken, macaroni and 
cheese, green beans, corn, bread and butter, salad, 
fruit, and cookies for dessert. Our guests ate heartily, 
and we workers were delighted to be able to feed all 
who came. By the time you read this article, we will 
have served guests on the day after Thanksgiving, 
Friday, November 23, 2018, a delicious Thanksgiving 
feast.

The individuals who come to New Life at Calvary for 
a hot meal are grateful for all that we at First Baptist 
do to ensure that they have food to eat near the 
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AMOS Health and Hope 
To all our dear friends at FBC of Greater Cleveland, 
We received your generous gift of $4,000.00 to 
AMOS Health and Hope on July 27, 2018. Thanks 
to a group of generous donors, your gift has been 
matched and will have twice the impact on the lives 
of more than 69,000 people we serve in 6 regions of 
the country! 

We are so grateful to all of you for being so 
supportive since the crisis in Nicaragua began. 
Because of your generous contributions, we were 
able to reach our goal of raising $200,000 by July 
31st to make the most of an incredible matching fund 
opportunity. THANK YOU! 

Because of your incredible generosity, our committed 
staff and community health workers can continue 
working to address the humanitarian needs of over 
69,000 people across Nicaragua in the midst of the 
ongoing crisis in the country. 

Specifi cally, your support is helping AMOS to 
provide essential medications and supplies to 22 
rural community clinics, train our staff and over 
200 community health workers on First Aid to 
offer emergency care, support moms and children 
by promoting breastfeeding, early childhood 
development, and “Parenting for Peace”; prevent 
malnutrition caused by food shortages through 
the delivery of food to vulnerable people, continue 
health services at our Samaritan Clinic, and offer 
psychological fi rst aid to patients, community health 
workers, and staff. 

Your ongoing support continues to inspire us. 
Thank you, FBC of Greater Cleveland, for helping us 
continue supporting the most vulnerable people in 
Nicaragua during this crisis!

end of each month. This is such a simple concept, 
bringing food to people in need. It is a wonderful 
ministry, and I encourage you to participate as you 
are able. We serve on the fourth Friday of each 
month, except in the month of December. Our next 
service date is Friday, January 25, 2019. For more 
information visit https://fi rstbaptistcleveland.org/
homeless or contact Tina Marr.

by Tamara Gates Turner
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Come Home for Christmas
Bring the family and continue a tradition with these 
holiday favorites at a First Baptist Church.
Handel’s Messiah – Apollo’s Fire
Friday, December 1st at 3:00 p.m.
NEW! Mini-Matinée Performance (1 hr)
Sample your favorite Messiah highlights!

Friday, December 1st at 8:00 p.m.
Praised on both sides of the Atlantic for their 
“visionary” approach, conductor Jeannette Sorrell 
and her actor-singers take Handel’s masterpiece 
back to its roots as a theatrical and spiritual journey. 
No one does Messiah like Apollo’s Fire! An inspiring 
holiday tradition. Purchase tickets in advance $10-$77.

Christmas on Sugarloaf Mountain | An Irish-
Appalachian Celebration by Apollo’s Fire

Friday, December 8th at 3:00 p.m.
NEW! Mini-Matinée Performance (1 hr)

Friday, December 8th at 8:00 p.m.
With 5 sold-out concerts last year, it returns in
a lively new version. Fiddlers, singers, hammered 
dulcimer, bagpipes, and a whistle-playing dancer join 
with children’s voices to evoke the Celtic roots of an 
Appalachian Christmas. The people of the mountains 
welcome Christmas with LOVE, SINGING, DANCING 
and PRAYER. https://apollosfi re.org/purchase-tickets

Children’s Christmas Program

Sunday, December 9th directly 
after the worship service

Crazy, Buzy, Peaceful, Holy Night – 
A Christmas Musical for Kids

Stay after church for our children’s Christmas 
production. It’s a Crazy, Buzy, Peaceful, Holy Night 
– A Christmas Musical for Kids. Refreshments will 
be served following the program which will be 
performed in Spahr Center. (A great service for the 
whole church! Whether you do or don’t have a child 
in the program, we gather to support and love 
our children during the Christmas season.)

Holly Jolly Singalong and Pictures with Santa

Wednesday, December 19th at 4:30 p.m. for the 
Singalong; photos afterward until everyone is done.

Children and parents from the Children’s Center will 
gather in the sanctuary so each classroom can sing some 
of their Christmas favorites and then visit with Santa.

Want that special photo with Santa this Christmas 
without rushing off the Mall or make special 
arrangements? Santa will be with us around 5:30 pm 
in our Wheaton Center for families to come and take 
photos with him for your Christmas keepsakes. This 

is free and open to everyone with Christmas Spirit! 
There will be light refreshments for all and something 
sweet for the kids from St. Nick. Our Santa is busy 
this time of year but has made special arrangements 
for First Baptist. Bring your own camera or 
smartphone and take as many pictures as you like!

Family Christmas Cookie Baking
with the Children’s Center

Saturday, December 15th from
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

The children take over the kitchen to
create their masterpiece in the form of Christmas 
cookies. These sweet sensations are a holiday 
favorite. They will get together in the Bell dining 
room to perfect their decorating skills.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols

Sunday, December 16th, 4:00-6:00 p.m., 
prelude music begins at 3:40 p.m.

In the Tradition of Kings College Chapel
The Festival of Lessons and Carols is a service of 
Christian worship celebrating the birth of Jesus that 
is traditionally followed at Christmas. The story of 
the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and 
the birth of Jesus is told in nine short Bible readings 
from Genesis, the prophetic books and the Gospels, 
interspersed with the singing of Christmas carols, 
hymns and choir music. International Tea Follows.
Christmas Nativity Pageant

Monday, December 24th at 7:00 p.m.

One of First Baptist Church’s most beloved
annual traditions, our living nativity brings to life 
the Christmas story into our sanctuary with a large 
host of live animals, choirs, soloists, musicians and 
the newborn baby Jesus. The church fi lls up as we 
celebrate with traditional hymns and new selections 
of music, as we participate together 
in the celebration of the birth of Jesus.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Monday, December 24th at 11:00 p.m.

Another long-standing tradition of the church 
has been the spirit of peace on earth, goodwill to 
humanity on the eve of Christ’s birth. Enjoy the 
beautiful music, remember the true meaning of 
Christmas through this wonderful service that ends 
with the sanctuary aglow with the light of candles and 
the hush of the congregation united singing Silent 
Night. The service ends near the midnight hour as
we welcome in Christmas Day in our church home.
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Give The Chancel Choir A Try!

How many ways would you benefi t from singing in 
the Chancel Choir at First Baptist? Here are just a few!

 • Make great friendships with other singers!

 • Improve your health by increasing your oxygen 
intake through better breathing!

 • Learn to read music!

 • Wear a cool choir robe!

 • Impress your friends with your skill!

 • Attend a great annual choir party each spring!

We’ve been looking for new faces and new voices 
for some time. A couple of Sundays ago we had two 
volunteers who were very enthusiastic about joining. 

But alas, there were just a tad too young, and 
probably better suited to a Children’s Choir Stephanie 
hopes to get started.

You can always give it a try and move on if it isn’t 
your cup of tea. Nothing ventured, nothing gained as 
they say, but we think you will be glad you did!

But the need is great! Music is a huge part of the 
life of First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland, and 

a huge source of satisfaction for the music-makers 
of the church. So give it some thought! Science has 
shown that 99% of the adult population is capable 
of carrying a tune. So if not believing you can sing is 
your excuse for not giving it a try, we aren’t buying 
it! We look forward to seeing you at our 
next rehearsal.

Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 7:15 PM to 8:45 PM.

Choir meets Sundays at 10:15 AM to prepare for the 
traditional 11:00 AM service. 

There is still time to sing some of the Christmas 
music! Come join us!

2018 & 2019 Tax Advantage
FOR YOU and FBC!

As the FBC fi scal year winds down you might want 
to consider donating appreciated stocks to FBC to 
complete your Operating Fund 2018 pledge, or pre-
pay your 2019 pledge. Why is that? Let me explain.

The stock market has been making some signifi cant 
advances these past few months. Some of the stocks 
you hold may have increased in value (appreciated) 
quite a bit. By donating some of them to First Baptist 
to complete your pledge, or to fund a project that is 
of particular interest to you, the fi nancial benefi t to 
FBC will be greater than what you paid for the stock, 
and you would get a tax deduction for the full value 
of your gift. And you would avoid paying a capital 

gains tax which you would have to pay if you sold it 
and took the profi t.

For example: Suppose you bought a share of stock 
for $50, and it is now worth $100. If you donated 
it to FBC you would get a charitable tax deduction 
of $100, saving you about $30 on your 2018 taxes 
(or whatever tax rate applies to you based on your 
in-come). Your $50 original cost minus the $30 tax 
credit, and your generous gift to FBC only cost you 
about $20! Tough to beat that math isn’t it?

On the other hand, if you sold the stock for $100 you 
would have to pay a capital gains tax on the $50 profi t.

And pre-paying your 2019 pledge could give you a 
similar advantage, especially if during 2019 the now-
fl uctuating market takes a nose dive and your stock 
holdings will have signifi cantly diminished value when 
it come time to complete your 2019 pledge.

So as the year winds down, take a look at the fi nan-
cial upside for you of making a donation to FBC with 
appreciated stock. It could help you a little on your 
taxes, and it would help First Baptist a lot! A win-win 
situation! Thanks for your consideration.
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and you would get a tax deduction for the full value 
of your gift. And you would avoid paying a capital 

Give The Chancel Choir A Try!Give The Chancel Choir A Try!

How many ways would you benefi t from singing in How many ways would you benefi t from singing in 
the Chancel Choir at First Baptist? Here are just a few!the Chancel Choir at First Baptist? Here are just a few!

 • Make great friendships with other singers!

 • Improve your health by increasing your oxygen 
intake through better breathing!

 • Learn to read music!

 • Wear a cool choir robe!

We’ve been looking for new faces and new voices 
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Age ranges from Infant to 5th grade. 

Our Heroes Headquarters Theme for the month of 
December is, Adventures in COMPASSION!

WE WILL EXPLORE: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN 
COMPASSION AND GOD’S CHARACTER, AS SHOWN 
THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY 

Compassion refl ects the character of God. God’s 
compassion for us is always on full display. This can 
be seen when the Savior of the world was born. 

Learning Objectives:

Students will defi ne and learn about compassion

Students will explore being compassionate 

Students will explore ways to share the good news 
of Jesus using compassion

December Memory Verse – “For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” John 3:16

Bible Reading:

December 2 – Jesus the greatest gift to the world. 
-John 3:16 

December 9 – Gabriel came and made a huge 
announcement to Mary. - Luke 1:26-56

December 16 - Jesus is born. - Luke 2:1-7

December 23 - Angels surprised the Shepherds and 
announced that the Savior of the world was born.
- Luke 2:8-20

December 30 – God’s great love for us when He 
sent Jesus to pay the price for our sins. 
- 1 John 4:9-12

Our monthly challenge encourages the following 
action items:

1. Ask God to help you connect to the source
of compassion

2. Go out of your way to be compassionate 

3. Read your Bible 

I choose kindness… I will be kind to the poor, for 
they are alone. Kind to the rich, for they are afraid. 
And kind to the unkind, for such is how God has 
treated me – Max Lucado

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY! 
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We’ve completed the packing of 43 Thanksgiving baskets 
fi lled with goodies including fresh vegetables and a 
turkey ready to make many Happy Thanksgiving dinners.

We had generous donations from our Children’s 
Center to help purchase the food. Spahr Center 
looked like a grocery store exploded as this steady 
stream of workers sorted through all of the products 
to get each of the baskets loaded to perfection and 
ready to cook. This year we had 23 workers from our 
church family and several from our staff to help sort 
and pack items in the baskets or boxes. Even Pastor 

By Fran Leanza

Thanksgiving For Everyone, Even Those In Need!

Kregg was enlisted to hunt a few more turkeys... at 
the grocery store. We had about a dozen little helpers 
from the Canterbury School along with 4 of their brave 
teachers. Even another group of 10 local students and 
their teachers volunteered to help us. We had received 
names of many families. Some requests came from as 
far as Texas and California as people in need found our 
page on our website. These baskets will be delivered 
to our local friends, family and neighbors in need.



Serving in Ministry
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor
Stephanie Price, Director of Music
Betty Meyers, Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak, Director of Praise Team
Minister Jae Williams, Director of Youth Ministries
Carly Marino, Director of Children’s Ministries
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Offi ce Administrator
Greg Beckner, Web Designer/Marketing
Margo Jerome, Accountant

Tower Tidings Staff 
Editors: Greg Beckner, Kregg Burris, Jeff Gordon

Thank You to the many volunteers who help 
assemble the Tower Tidings mailing each month!

If you would like to be a part of our volunteer team, 
please contact Star Knuckles. We meet on the forth 
Wednesday of the month at 10:00 am. Lunch is provided!

2018 FBC Lay Leadership
Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Tony Peebles 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Tammy Gordon 
Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Angela Fielding
Greeters, Welcome Center,
Marketing, & Communications

Discipleship: Suzanne Blum
Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,
Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship & Nurture: Iris Goins
Stephen Ministry, Deacons,
& New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Dan Mizener
Property and Finance, Stewardship Campaign,
& Endowment and Audit

Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica Chapman-Martinez

Worship & Fine Arts: G. Michael Skerritt

January Tower Tidings Deadline: December 15
January issue will be mailed: December 29, 2018

Please e-mail articles or news to Greg Beckner:  
offi ce@fi rstbaptistcleveland.org
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Tower Tidings

Join us for an evening of delicious teas 
and treats from around the world!

December 16th Following Festival of 
Lessons and Carols in Spahr Center

Serving in Ministry
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor
Stephanie Price, Director of Music
Betty Meyers, Associate Director of Music


