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October 2018 

Annual Ministry & Cluster Fair 
Sunday, October 14th 

10:00AM-12:30PM 
The Spahr Center 

“There are different kinds of 
service but the same Lord, but 
in all of them and in everyone, 
it is the same God at Work”    
1 Corinthians 12:5-6 

Learn about our Missions & Ministries 
and find out how you can serve! 
Food & Fellowship with members and 
visitors from both services! 
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October 2018 

Several years ago a beautifully dressed older woman 
visited our congregation for Sunday morning worship. 
As she prepared leave the service, I offered her the 
traditional greetings at the rear of the sanctuary.  
Pausing for a moment, she shared that she had been 
married in the church as a young bride of twenty one, 
even recalling the former pastor’s name who per-
formed the service. It was a name that I recognized, 
but few within the current congregation could recall 
him with a clear memory.  She went on to tell me that 
her husband was Roman Catholic and while she had 
grown up in the Baptist church, following the mar-
riage she followed her husband’s faith and faithfully 
attended Catholic mass. 
 
Looking around the old church as if to attempt to re-
kindle her memory, she continued, “He died a year 
ago.” She stated calmly. “Your husband?” was my re-
ply just to clarify her loss.  
“Yes, we had fifty four years together and it all start-
ed here.” She answered still in a quiet unwavering 
voice.   
 
The significance of her words impressed me to with-
hold a barrage of questions or overused expressions 
of sympathy such as, “Well, you had over fifty years 
together.” Instead, I offered her a few moments to re
-enter the sanctuary as it had now cleared out after 
the morning service.  “Why don’t you sit down for a 
few minutes, I’ll let you reminisce and I’ll be back if 
you want to talk.” I suggested.   She accepted and sat 
down as the bright light from the stained glass 
windows cast colorful shadows across the pews.  
 
Meanwhile, I went back to my office to wrap up my 
morning tasks.  As I returned to the sanctuary to 
check on her, I could hear this woman talking aloud. 
She spoke in a conversational tone, but was very ex-
pressive in her monologue. This caused me to stop at 
the doorway as not to intrude while wondering if the 
conversation was with God or perhaps directed to her 
deceased husband.  As I turned to leave her in peace 
and privacy, I overheard her say this phrase, “I know 
that you didn’t bring me this far to leave me.” 
 
These words caused me to pause in my tracks, wait-
ing to hear what she was about to say next. But at 
this, she remained silent.   
 
  
 

 Just a few minutes later, she made her way to the 
rear doors of the sanctuary.  As promised, I ap-
proached her and asked if they was anything that I 
could do for her.  She grabbed my arm and looked 
into my face with a tender smile and said, “No, you’ve 
been wonderful. Thank you for the opportunity to 
have a little time with God. I live a long distance from 
here and don’t get back her anymore since my par-
ents died. My father was a good man and brought me 
up in this church. He always told me, “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart, and lean not unto your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will direct your path.” 
 
She went on to say, “I’ve lived by this and have tried 
to follow God’s path for my life. I’ve battled cancer, 
the loss of a child, the loss of my parents, and now 
the loss of my husband. I know that God didn’t put 
me on this path without a glorious destination.  I just 
needed to be reminded that I’m not alone on the jour-
ney.” 
 
That Sunday morning after worship service, I received 
my sermon.  
 
As followers of Christ, we often find ourselves in plac-
es which may be lonely, tough and discouraging. We 
may be struggling with the challenges of life where 
we find ourselves asking,  “God, why did you bring 
me this far to leave me?”  The words sound vaguely 
familiar to the words of Jesus on the cross, “Father, 
why have you forsaken me?”  Yet, Jesus continued 
with his final words being, “Father into your hands I 
commit my spirit.”  These final words came at the end 
of a torturous crucifixion, yet they expressed the 
same thought, “Father, you have not brought me this 
far to leave me here- this way.”  Jesus trusted His  
Father for a glorious destination ahead.  This came in 
the form of his resurrection and ascension to His  
Father’s throne. 
 
Whatever, or wherever you may find yourself today, 
remember this as followers of Jesus.  Our journey 
may be long, difficult and not without trouble.  Yet, 
He promises never to leave nor forsake his followers. 
A glorious destination awaits, as we make our journey 
with Jesus. His final words to us in Matthew 28:20 “I 
am with you, even to the very end.”  
 
“I know that He didn’t bring us this far to leave us.” 
 
Blessing, 

Kregg’s Korner       
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Theme: “Bless ‘em” 

  “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.’” – Matthew 25:40 

 
Dear Member: 
 
We are truly blessed, are we not?  I am reminded in this season of my life that God is good to me in so 
many ways even when I cannot see it.  In the moments of difficulty with a newborn, in the midst of dealing 
with a leaking toilet, in the frustrations that come with a new job, I am blessed.  I am blessed to have two 
beautiful boys.  I am blessed to live in a home with modern plumbing.  I am blessed to be working and able 
to provide for my family. 
 
For Christians, recognizing we are blessed is only part of the picture. We also need to realize that we are 
called to be good stewards of those blessings.  1 Peter 4:10 says, “As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 
 
What does this mean?  Well, I think it means we need to be generous.  We need to realize that our gifts and 
blessings are not ours alone.  We are called as Christians to give away our blessings and use them to further 
the kingdom of Christ.  First Baptist of Greater Cleveland believes that.  Our Missions Cluster budget is pri-
marily funded by tithes and offerings, in addition to endowment funds given specifically for missions.  14% of 
every dollar given to the operating budget goes to Missions.  That is how our Missions cluster continues to do 
what we believe is God’s work; through your tithes and offerings.  So - this is where we need YOU! 
 
Jesus reminds us in Matthew 25 that when we take care of the hungry, the thirsty, the imprisoned, we are 
taking care of Him.  We at FBC will continue to do just that. 
 
Our Stewardship Campaign kicked off Sunday, September 30th and Commitment Sunday will be October 28.  
I encourage everyone to join us in worship and bring your pledge card forward on October 28 at the  
appointed time during the worship service, or you are welcome to mail or drop off your pledge card in the 
church office. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Dan Mizener  
Stewardship Chairman 

Using personalized, pre-printed offering envelopes 
is a sure way to keep track of your giving and it 
also makes it easier and faster to process your 
donations.    
If you would like pre-printed offering envelopes 
mailed to your home, please contact Star Knuckles 
in the office at 216.932.7480.  There is no cost to 
you! 
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For ages Infant to 5th grade.  

Our Heroes Headquarters Theme for the month of October is: 

Adventures in CONTENTMENT! 

WE WILL EXPLORE: The connection between 
contentment and God’s character, as shown through God’s big 
story. 

Everything we have comes from God. He is faithful to provide 
what we need. And even more than what we own, God can 
also provide what we need to face whatever happens in our 
life. God has proven time and again, that we can trust Him no 
matter what. We can complain or become jealous of what 
others have, or we can choose to respond with contentment, 
knowing that God has a plan for our lives. 

Learning Objectives: 
·  Students will define and learn about contentment  
·  Students will explore Godly contentment  
·  Students will explore gratitude and joy 

Bible Reading: 

Youth Page 

TUNEIN SOMEONE NEEDS TO LISTEN  
Our special guest ~ Ashley M. Bennett 
October 6: 9 — Noon, Spahr Center 

Join us the second Saturday of the month  
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  

Parents, Youth and Friends come out and enjoy   
 One Hour of CRAZIE PRAISE  

October 7—Be Content Philippians 4:11-13 - God can 
help you be okay no matter what. 
October 14—Don’t Be Controlled by Money.  Stuff can’t 
keep you happy. Hebrews 13:5 
October 21—King Ahab and Naboth’s Vineyard 1 Kings 21:1-
19, 27 – Wanting what others have can make you miserable. 
October 28—Israelites Long for Egypt Exodus 16:2-21; 
17:1-7-Don’t miss out on what you have now. 
 
October Memory Verse:  
Then He said to them, “Watch Out! Be on your guard against 
wanting to have more and more things Life is not made up of 
how much a person has.”    Luke 12:25                                                                                                                                    
Our monthly challenge encourages these action items: 

 Ask God to assist you with gratitude  

 Decide to be content with what you have 

 Read your Bible  

We dishonor God if we proclaim a Savior who satisfies 
and then go around discontent — J. Packer 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY!   
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Great music doesn’t just happen.  It takes talent and 
dedication.  We had great music with Bob Schneider 
because of his talent and dedication, and because he was 
able to motivate many of us to want to make great music 
as well. We are so grateful for that! 
 
But for Bob, making great music also depended on having 
exceptional musical instruments.  Many of you will 
remember the work that went into renovating and 
upgrading our Austin-Schlicker organ in the 90’s, all under 
Bob’s watchful eye.  What you may not know is that Bob 
was every bit as demanding of excellent quality in his 
personal piano and harpsichord. 
 
Joaquin is not a musician, so he would like to make Bob’s 
piano and harpsichord available for sale to a good home, 
to folks who would love them. 
 
The Steinway Model O piano Bob purchased several years 
ago for $5,500 (baby grand piano) was completely 
renovated and refinished in 1998 at a cost of $7,883, a 
total investment of approximately $13,383. 
 
Joaquin would entertain an offer of around half that 
amount. 
 

 

 
Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and 
not be afraid; For the LORD GOD is my 
strength and song, And He has become my 
salvation."   Isaiah   12:2   NASB   
 
You are loved and worthy of God’s love! You 
are not alone. The enemy tries to trick us into 
thinking our sins are unforgivable but he’s a 
liar! Fear can paralyze you. Don’t let 
it!  Satan  just wants to keep us separated 
from God in a state of confusion, depression, 
hopelessness.....whatever his latest tool is.  
 
If you need to ‘renew’ your relationship with 
God. Start now! Ask God for strength and 
guidance and watch how the Holy Spirit leads 
you—every day in every way! 
 

“Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain 
new strength; They will mount up with wings 
like eagles, They will run and not get tired, 
They will walk and not become 
 weary.”   Isaiah   40:31   NASB   
 
 
 
Free and confidential support is available 
through Stephen Ministry!   
Contract Mari Schroeder Jenkins at 
216.543.1830  

2nd       Tina Marie Darrisaw 
 
3rd       Charley Cicco 
  

October 
Birthdays! 

5th       Virginia Aveni 
 
6th       Miles Arnold Sr. 
 
12th      Jasmine Berry 
 
12th      Stephen Bopple 
 

16th      Brittney Ragin 
 
17th      Dean Dabson 
 
19th      Kay Kennard 
 
24th     Kelley Pernicone 
 

24th     Lakecia Wild 
 
26th     Katie Owen 
 
28th     Shalesha Andrews 
 
28th     Nancy Wheaton 
 

29th     Johnnie Garnett 
 
29th     Jeff Gordon 
 
31st      Karen Moyer 
 
31st      Dan Tillman        

Nostalgic Opportunity 
Bob had a beautiful Cucchiara French Double Manual 
Harpsichord built for himself by Philip M. Cucchiara, 
master craftsman, in 2006 for $23,000.  It is an artistically 
beautiful instrument as well as being capable of producing 
beautiful music.  In this case Joaquin would also consider 
an offer of half the original cost. 
 
My first thought was that I would like to have one of 
these instruments just because they were Bob’s.  You 
may feel that way as well. 
 
Or you might be interested in joining with a few others to 
purchase one of the instruments to donate to FBC.  We 
have many pianos, but I suspect that Bob’s Steinway is of 
better quality than one or more of the ones we have.  I 
know the Cucchiara harpsichord would be an asset to the 
church. 
 
If you are interested individually or collectively in buying 
one of these instruments, please contact me, Mike 
Skerritt, at gmskerritt@aol.com, or on my cell phone at 
216.533.8077.  If you are not personally interested but 
know of someone who might be, please forward that 
information to me as well. 

Mike  Skerritt 
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The FBC Card Ministry (under the Fellowship and Nurture 
Cluster) sends encouragement cards i.e. Thinking of You, 
Sympathy and Get Well cards to church members in 
need.   An exciting new feature has been added this 
summer.  You can now request a card for yourself or for 
someone else in the church by using the FBC 
website firstbaptistcleveland.org/card-ministry, and it is  
SO EASY. Or just visit the home page and click on the card 
picture labeled "Ditch the Digital and Share a Card," and 
you will be sent to the site.  Not tech savvy?  No worries, 
just contact us personally if you know of someone within 
our church family who could use some support.   
Call FBC at 216.932.7480 and leave a message for the Card 
Ministry.  We hope that by extending our 
network, the ministry will be a blessing to even more 

Why join the 49ers?  Enjoy a variety of 
programs and social events which also allow you to 
get to know your fellow FBC members. 
 
What is the 49ers group?  We started in 1949 for 
young couples looking for fellowship.  It has evolved 
into presenting 10 events per year. Programs are held 
at FBC on Sundays with lunch at 12:30 p.m. followed 
by a speaker at 1:00 p.m.  
 
Past speakers have included Katie Spotz, the youngest 
girl to row across the Atlantic, Brian Broadbent, an 
FBC member involved with the Kairos Prison Ministry, 
who spoke about Business Volunteers Unlimited, 
Brandon Chrostowski, founder of Edwins restaurant 
which trains and employs formerly incarcerated 
individuals,  as well as Pastor Jeff Gordon who gave a 
PowerPoint presentation about his trip to Japan.   
 
Socials, which include the annual Christmas Luncheon 
at the Cleveland Racquet Club, are held at 
restaurants, theatres and other venues.  We recently 
enjoyed a cruise on the Goodtime III.  A ride on the 

Request a Card via FBC Website 
people now. 
 
Shalesha Andrews, 
Jeanie Belhobek and 
Beverly Farmer,  
FBC Card Ministry 

Forty-Niners (not age!)  
2018-2019 Membership Drive 

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad is planned for June 
2019. 
 
Who can join?  Any adult!  The group is open 
to both couples and singles. 
Dues: $25.00 per person covers administrative 
expenses and programs.  Socials are paid for 
individually. 
 
Interested?  Please contact Membership Co-Chairs, 
Nancy Wheaton 216-321-4812 or nhwclue@juno.com  
or Beverly Farmer 216-932-2166  or  visit us on the FBC 
website firstbaptistcleveland.org  
 
(Click tab "Connect", then click "Fellowship and Small 
Groups.")  We hope to hear from you soon!!!!! 

by Fran Leanza  

Welcome back to all of our ESM students and teachers! 
Our class has been on summer break, but delighted that 
Jim Cumming as well as Joseph, David and Thomas from 
Euclid have attended worship throughout the summer.  
 
We ended our classes last spring with a June picnic at 
the Leanza home with all of the students in attendance. 
We all enjoyed the lake, food, games and fellowship. 
 
This class meets from Sept through May.  We have 
twelve faithful students.  They come from four different 
group homes in our community. The students participate in the 
first part of the Traditional worship service then go to 
the Montgomery room to enjoy a curriculum designed 
for adults with developmental disabilities.  
 
This program is made possible by the dedication of our 
faithful teaching staff composed of Alex Cicco Kieber, 
April Shepherd, Lula Summerville and Mary Wills and 

 East Side Ministry 

five teen assistants; Rachel Ankenbrandt, Tara Capers, 
Madison and Olivia Peebles. We welcome our newest 
teen assistant, Camille Fielding. 
 
Our students all love coming to church and being a part 
of our FBC Family. Thanks for your continued support of 
this program and for being a welcoming congregation to 
these students for the past 43 years! 
 
Thanks for your Support!  
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by Nurse Debbie 

The opioid crisis in the United States is classified as a 
“wide spread public health crisis”. Millions of our citizens 
are dependent on these potentially addictive substances; 
although all that use opioids are not addicted. Recent 
statistics estimate that 115 people a day succumb to 
overdoses of opioid-based products, including 
prescription medications and heroin.  
 
When opioid-based pain medications became readily 
available in the 1990s, the pharmaceutical companies 
assured the prescribing medical community that they 
were safe and not addictive. This information led to wide
-spread misuse and diversion of these medications by 
patients and clinicians. Other statistics show us that 21-
29% of patients who are prescribed opioids for chronic 
pain conditions will misuse them...8-12%  will develop a 
dependence or an “opioid use disorder” and 
approximately 4-6% of those will misuse their opioid 
medications and will then turn to heroin.  
  
A list of some of these medications, some of which you 
might have heard of or even taken, include: codeine, 
fentanyl, hydrocodone (Vicodin, Norco), oxycodone 
(Percocet, OxyContin), Demerol, hydromorphone 
(Dilaudid) and methadone.  Some of these have even 
been used to “cut” (added to) into street drugs.  
 
The physical mechanism that opioids use to decrease 
pain is a binding process to the body chemical dopamine. 
In the brain, pain and emotional receptors receive the 
dopamine and opioid substances. Pain is decreased by 
the opioid and a sense of euphoria is felt from the 
dopamine. With long term use, the brain needs increased 
amounts of the opioids to produce the same feelings of 
pain relief and feeling good. This can lead to dependence 
and addiction.  

A Crisis in Our Nation: Opioids 
 
In recent years, the mission to educate citizens about 
this crisis has escalated and the efforts to make it 
possible have sped forward by our government’s top 
medical agencies. The Department of Health and Human 
Services department of Public Health and Safety defines 
their 5 major priorities as:  
1. Improving access to treatment and recovery services 
2. Promoting use of overdose reversing drugs such as Narcan 
3. Strengthening understanding of the epidemic 

through better monitoring 
4. Providing support for research on pain and addiction 
5. Advancing better practices for pain management 
 
Other U.S. agencies such as the Centers for Disease 
Control and the National Institute of Health are also 
doing medical research regarding new treatments and 
medications to treat opioid related disorders, more 
effective ways to manage pain disorders, treat 
overdoses and promote recovery. 
 
This is a difficult battle that our country is facing. Just know 
that our government has taken the reigns on this issue and is 
here to help our fellow citizens with their opioid difficulties. 

On behalf of the Kairos Ministries, we are very grateful to 
the support of First Baptist Church.  We are about to go 
into prison as I write this article.   
 
The Kairos Ministry has been a proven process to help 
inmates develop a deep and sustained faith in Christ.   
 
Now what about the cookies? The cookies are a way to 
get their  attention.  We bring in 40,000 cookies every 
time we do a retreat.  You’ll be glad to know that FBC 
helped us by making 40 dozen cookies this time and I 
want to give a special thank you to Cyndee Burke who 
baked half of them.  What the cookies really do is get 
inmates in the door.  They know they’re going to get 
good food and lots of treats, but this Kairos thing is an 
enigma to them. 
 
Kairos means point of decision.  Well that’s exactly what 
this is about.  The men evaluate their faith and the 
decisions they have made over their life. 

 

Thank You For Your Support by Brian Broadbent 

While we can never predict or really know, we hear that 
their renewed walk with Christ changes their lives and 
that of the prison. The statistics are incredible.  
 
In the past, fights were routine, typically 6 per month. 
After this ministry it decreased to one per month. The 
recidivism rate of inmates is typically 70% but for people 
going through Kairos it is 15%.  
 
It's a real blessing to have the support of First Baptist 
Church and I just wanted to personally thank you for 
what you do for these folks that are often forgotten. 

FBC will kick off OCC (Operation 
Christmas Child) on Oct. 14. Pick up a 
shoe box to pack and/or donate the 
$9.00 shipping fee.     
National Collection Week: 
November 12–19, 2018    Contact: 
Anita Bartel at abbzumba@gmail.com    

 Get Fit in Wheaton Center 
Zumba is back every Saturday starting 
Oct. 6th - $5 
 
Gospelcise, line dance to Gospel music 
every Sun. at 12:30p starting Oct. 7th - $5 
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Tower Tidings 
The First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
3630 Fairmount Blvd. 
Shaker Heights, OH  44118 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Dated Material: November 2, 2018 
Thanks for prompt delivery! 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Cleveland, OH 
Permit 4026 

November Tower Tidings Deadline: October 15  
November issue will be mailed: November 25, 2018  
Please submit articles or news via e-mail to Star Knuckles: 
 
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org 

 2018 FBC Lay Leadership 
Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Tony Peebles 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Tammy Gordon 
Children's Center: Frank Marino 
 
Communication & Outreach: Angela Fielding  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,  
 Communications   
 
Discipleship: Suzanne Blum   
  Discipleship Classes, Children's Ministry,  
  Youth Ministry, Covenant Groups 
 
Fellowship and Nurture: I ris Goins 
  Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
  New Member Orientation 
 
Stewardship: Dan Mizener 
    Property and Finance, Stewardship  

    Campaign, Endowment and Audit 
 
Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica Chapman-Martinez 
 
Worship and Fine Arts: G. M ichael Skerritt  

Serving in Ministry 

Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor 
Stephanie Price, Director of Music 
Betty Meyers, Associate Director of Music 
Brian Kozak, Director of Praise Team 
Dr. Mary Jo Odom-Dull, Director of Christian Education 
Minister Jae Williams, Director of Youth Ministries 
Carly Marino, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center 
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Administrator 
Greg Beckner, Web Designer/Marketing 
Margo Jerome, Accountant 
 
Tower Tidings Staff 
Editors: Star Knuckles, Kregg Burris, Jeff Gordon  
 
Thank You! to the many volunteers who help  
assemble the Tower Tidings mailing each month!  
 
If you would like to be a part of our volunteer team, 
please contact Star Knuckles...we meet on the forth 
Wednesday of the month at 10am...lunch is provided! 

Church Office  216.932.7480 

Children’s Center  216.371.9394 
 
Fax  216.932.8554 
 
firstbaptistcleveland.org 
 
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org 
 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 


