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My wife was born in Eastern North Carolina.  Over 
the years, our summer vacation would consist of a 
pilgrimage to spend a week with them in the Tar 
Heel state.  While my ministry years have caused us 
to relocate from place to place, one constant was our 
week with Bob and Nancy, Ann’s parents, at their 
beach house at Emerald Island. Bob had served 
twenty years in active duty in the Air Force during 
the Vietnam era (serving two tours of duty.)  
 
 Upon his completion of his military service, the 
family returned back to North Carolina outside of the 
capital city of Raleigh.  Thus, Ann’s southern roots 
run deep as tobacco fields, collards, grits, and a 
special sky color known as Carolina Blue.  A state 
that extends from the Atlantic coast to Smokey 
Mountains, Ann’s family gravitated to the Carolina 
coast’s long sandy beaches.  As a young girl her 
mother would pack up the station wagon, add a 
picnic basket of fried chicken along with a bucket of 
ice for the Pepsi, and they would spend the entire 
day at the beach riding the waves in an oversized 
truck inner tube.   
 
These day at the beach were some of Ann’s favorite 
childhood memories. When I starting dating Ann her 
grandma considered me the “Yankee.” Yet she liked 
me, perhaps “cause I was gonna be a preacher.”  
Taking my young wife so far away from the South 
was not easy for Ann, yet she was always right there 
for me and our children. Nevertheless, it was our 
annual trip back to North Carolina that revived her 
Southern soul.  A checklist was made of things we 
had to do while back home.  These included meals of 
Eastern Carolina BBQ, chicken pastry, fresh sea-food 
with sweet tea and laying out under an umbrella on 
the sand while feeling the ocean’s salty steady 
breeze against your face. The constant sounds of the 
breaking of the waves has a way of dissolving and 
releasing stress,  acting as the background music for 
a lazy summer day drifting away. 
 
But it was also about family. There’s nothing like 
spending time together. 
 
Recently I read an article that documented the 
decline of family time.  Over the past forty years, the 
study showed that today’s family spends 67% less 
time together.  A study by the Annenberg Center for 
the Digital Future at the University of Southern 
California found that American families get just 37 
minutes of quality time together per day. 
 
Factors for this decline included the breakdown in 
marriages, increased hours at work and school and 
school related activities, more time in daily 

Kregg’s Korner       

 It’s All About Family 

commutes, and the rise in the use of technology 
which isolates family attention. This decline in family 
time takes place at the same in which we have 
witnessed rapid improvements in communication and 
transportation.  People can travel faster, farther and 
cheaper than ever before. They can communicate 
around the world in real time easily and 
inexpensively. A series of short text messages 
convey information that once was done by a phone 
call, or a face to face visit. We are increasingly 
becoming more isolated from each other. 
 
These changes have also had a major impact on 
another type of family, the church. Jesus began his 
ministry by calling individuals to engage in 
discipleship relationships. His call to be a disciple 
required spending time together. This created family
-like bonds between the disciples and Jesus.  After 
the resurrection, Jesus asked for his followers to 
incorporate others into this family. 
 
 From Peter’s sermon on Pentecost, to John’s final 
thoughts in the book of Revelation, the church was 
to spend time together to support, encourage, and 
love one another.  Meals were to be regularly shared 
together (an important part of our celebration of 
Holy Communion.) Each member of the church 
family was to look out to meet the needs of each 
other. They were to pray together, serve together, 
worship together. and love each other. There’s 
nothing like spending time together. They were to 
be a family. 
 
If the church is expected to flourish, we must 
remember that it is not solely about programs, 
budgets, personnel, nor plans- unless those plans 
engage the church in bringing people together in a 
loving, accepting and nurturing community.  In doing 
so, we weekly refresh our spiritual soul. Like every 
family, we’re not perfect, but we grow to love, 
forgive and accept each other in the body of Christ. 
 
“So that the body of Christ may be built up until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will 
no longer be infants….we will grow to become in 
every respect the mature body …. joined and held 
together by every supporting ligament, growing and 
building itself up in love, as each part does its work.” 
Eph. 4:11-16 
 
Blessing, 
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FBC Welcomes Stephanie D. Price! 

The FBC family has shared a long journey since 
early August 2017 when we learned that our 
beloved Robert Schneider had been in a terrible 
automobile accident while journeying to a small 
church in Romania where he was to play a recital on 
an organ his grandfather had played many years 
ago.  Our surprise at the news of the accident 
turned to strong spiritual and emotional support of 
Bob and his immediate family, and then ultimately 
to devastation when we learned that he had been 
called home to be with Jesus. 
 
We have gone from fervently hoping that Bob would 
be coming back to us in some capacity, to 
wondering how in the world we would ever fill his 
shoes.  It has been a test of our own personal faith 
as well as an opportunity to reach out to each other 
in a collaborative effort to find just the right person 
or persons to lead us forward.  We have come to 
recognize that no one would be able to measure up 
to the unique gifts brought by Bob over a 25 year 
span, but we have also found that other, talented 
individuals may have the ability to lead us forward in 
a different way, and perhaps even in new directions, 
as we work to keep First Baptist strong and growing 
in its ability to attract new members. 
 

Under these circumstances it would be easy to 
understand if some of you became frustrated and 
discouraged and decided to move on.  But you 
didn't, and we all stuck together and are now ready 
for the next chapter in the musical life of First 
Baptist.  
 
Therefore, I am pleased to announce that we have 
offered the position of Director of Music and Organist 
to Stephanie D. Price, and she has accepted the 
position enthusiastically.  She is finishing up her 
tenure at Fairmount Presbyterian Church on 
September 9 so she will begin working with us at our 
Thursday, September 13 choir rehearsal, and Sunday 
September 16 worship service.  
 
Stephanie’s musical education and musical skills 
placed her in the top three of the 11 applicants. She 
has a Bachelor of Music degree in Organ 
Performance from Indiana University and a Master of 
Music degree in Organ Performance from the 
University of Denver.  She also has a Bachelor of 
Music degree in Double Bass Performance from 
Indiana University.  This top tier of candidates 
shared very similar musical capabilities and our 
decision ultimately came down to how her personal 
warmth, deep spirituality and common sense would 
combine with her musical skill to bring that special 
something to FBC.  She is especially interested in 
developing a Children’s Choir, and looks forward to 
working with the Bell Choir. I think that when you 
get to know Stephanie it will be obvious to you why 
she was offered the position. 
 
Upon accepting our offer Stephanie offered the 
following comments. 
 
“Dear First Baptist Church,  I am excited to join the 
FBC family and serve as the new Director of Music 
and Organist. I have been serving as Interim 
Organist at Fairmount Presbyterian this past year. 
My family and I moved to Cleveland one year ago 
from Northern Michigan as my husband, Jerrod, 
accepted an Associate Dean position at the 
Cleveland Institute of Music, although my roots are 
in Texas. We have three energetic children: Elijah, 
Anna, and Sarah. I look forward to making beautiful 
music with you!” 
 
When you meet Stephanie at church please be sure 
to greet her, welcome her, congratulate her on her 
appointment to the staff of First Baptist. 

   WELCOME! 
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Classes begin September 6th until December 6th 
(with Fall and Thanksgiving Break) 
Dr. Victor Bull, Facilitating Professor 
Special Guests Professors to be listed 
 
Tuition: As part of our pilot, first year program, our 
cost for the course is just $75. Next semester, the 
cost of tuition will increase. 
 
Accreditation: The class should provide 3 CEU by the 
end of the semester. Those who have completed the 
first semester CLELIFE 1001 will graduate with large 
diploma, while those who have completed just 
CLELIFE 1002 will complete a certificate of 
completion. 
 
Developing a Social Enterprise/Venture  
Business Plan. 
 
The major deliverable for the course will be business 
plan based on the project identified and validated in 
the feasibility study, and initiating the project. 
 
“The final product, a complete business plan, 
demonstrates a commitment to accountability by 
including a rigorous measurement system for 
assessing and improving performance. It also 
includes a plan for achieving financial sustainability, 
which ties funding to results and helps to attract 
funders …”- Andrew Wolk 
 

Semester Fall 2018 
CLELIFE 1002 Syllabus 
 
Classes are Thursday at 7:00 pm 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
3630 Fairmount Blvd.   
Shaker Heights, OH 44118 

Week One: Sept. 6 The Business Plan 
 
Review of the elements, placement of the 
outline into the business plan template 
 
Week Two: Sept. 13 The identification of  
Week One: Sept. 6 The Business Plan 
 
Review of the elements, placement of the 
outline into the business plan template 
 
Week Two: Sept. 13 The Identification of 
Strategic Partners and Engaging them. 
 
Review of the names of strategic partners 
generated, assignment into categories (i.e. 
mentoring programs) 
Assignment of participants to contact 
strategic partners and report back to class 
What other strategic partners need to be 
added? 
 
Week Three: Sept. 20 Legal Issues and 
Structure * 
 
Discussion of the structure of the project. 
Decision on the legal structure of the project. 
 
Week Four: Sept 27 Applying Fundraising, 
Grant Writing and Budgeting Skills * 
Identification of funding sources for the 
project 
 
Week Five: Oct 4 Leveraging Networks and 
Mentors * 
How do we reach out to others to engage 
them in the project? 
 
(Fall break) 
 
Week Six Oct. 18 Non-profits, Governments 
and Social Entrepreneurship 
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Week Eight Nov 1 Measuring and Managing 
Performance * 
Setting parameters to ensure that that the 
project is progressing as anticipated 
Is there a point at which we determine it will 
not work? 
 
Week Nine Nov 8 Scalability 
How do we expand the reach of the program? 
 
 
Week Ten Nov 15 Sustainability 
What structure must be set up to be able to 
continue? 
(Thanksgiving Break) 
 
 
Week Eleven Nov 29 Final presentations Part 
One Group Presentation 
 
 

 
Week Twelve Dec 6 Final presentation Part 
Two Group Presentation & Conclusion 
 
To register- go to http://www.clelife.org/
application/ 
 
The Cleveland Life Institute is a one-year 
adult leadership training program following 
the teaching method of Jesus which unites 
like minded, passionate people of various 
backgrounds together to become united by a 
sense of community. Our community is the 
City of Cleveland, Ohio. 
 
“So God is pleased when they call Him their 
God. In fact, he has prepared a city for them.” 
Hebrews 11:16 (NIV a) 
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Culminating a lengthy search process, we are 
pleased to announce that Brian Kozak has been 
named Music Director of the Contemporary Worship 
Service Praise Team, effective immediately.  Brian is 
assuming the musical leadership responsibilities of 
the First Baptist Church’s first service previously held 
by our dear, late Bob Schneider. 
 
Brian has been a member of the FBC Praise Band as 
guitarist for about 17 years.  With a Bachelor of 
Music Degree from Baldwin-Wallace College (Magna 
Cum Laude) and a Masters of Music Degree from 
Cleveland Institute of Music, both in guitar 
performance, Brian brings knowledge of all genres of 
music to the team.  Combining that education with 
his many years of teaching experience at B-W, Kent 
State, Lorain County Community College and 
Cuyahoga Community College makes Brian 

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lord with gladness! 
Come before His presence with singing!” 
Psalm 100  (King James Version) 

Yes, SINGING! Yes, You! 
 

First Baptist is blessed to have found new music 
leadership for the upcoming 2018-2019 Music and 
Fine Arts Season.  See TT articles about Stephanie 
Price and Brian Kozak elsewhere in this issue. 
 
So in support of the Legacy of our beloved Bob 
Schneider, why not make this the season you join 
the First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
Chancel Choir or Praise Team? Add your voice in 
joyful praise to the Lord each  Sunday!  Studies 
have shown that singing improves your health, both 
mental and physical.   

extremely well qualified to provide leadership as First 
Baptist works to enhance the quality of the 
contemporary Sunday worship experience, and 
thereby help grow the church’s membership in the 
coming years. 
 
For several years Brian has taught guitar right here 
at First Baptist to students that include members of 
our own congregation.  Many of those students have 
performed occasionally during regular church 
services.  In addition, Brian has been a personal 
contributor to many of our special worship services  
such as the Candlelight Service Christmas Eve, our 
New Year’s Eve Service, and many others.  He is a 
perennial band leader of our annual Rock of Faith 
Concert. 
 
Brian lives in Lakewood with his daughter Valeria. 
 
When you see Brian please be sure to congratulate 
him on his new position. 

Congratulations, Brian Kozak! 

Your participation each Sunday will enhance your own 
worship experience as well as the congregation’s!   
 
Chancel Choir—7:15 PM Thursday rehearsals, 10:30 
AM Sunday warmups, 11:00 AM Traditional Services 
Praise Team—4 PM Saturday rehearsals, 8:15 AM 
Sunday warmups, 9:00 AM Contemporary Services 
 
Contact Mike Skerritt or anyone in the Chancel Choir  
or Praise Team for more information.  We hope to see, 
and hear, YOU! 

 WELCOME! 
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 WE WILL EXPLORE:  
 
When God saw our sin, He took initiative. He sent 
Jesus to make things right. When we see a need and 
choose to do something about it, people can see the 
reality of God’s love for them. All month long, we’ll 
be taking a closer look at one of the best examples 
of someone who showed initiative even when he 
didn’t have to. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 
 Students will define and learn about their 

Christian Initiatives 
 

 Students will explore seeing what needs to be 
done and doing it 

 

 Students will explore how taking the initiative 
means following God’s plan 

 

 
 
 
Bible Reading: 
 
September 2nd – Nehemiah Hears About the Wall 

Nehemiah 1:1–2:1-9 - Be on the lookout for what 

needs to be done. 

 

September 9th – Nehemiah Plans to Rebuild the 

Wall Nehemiah 2:11-18- Don’t wait for someone else 

to do what needs to be done.  

 

Hero Headquarters age ranges from  
Infant to 5th grade.  
 
Our Heroes Headquarters Theme for the month of 
September is: Adventures in INITIATIVE! 

September 16th - Nehemiah Helps the Poor 

Nehemiah 5:1-12- Don’t wait for someone else to 

help people in need.  

 

September 23rd - Nehemiah and Sanballat 

Nehemiah 2:19-20, 4,6 - Stay focused on what 

needs to be done. 

 

September 30th- The Wall is Rebuilt Nehemiah 3-

4, 6:15-16, 8:1-17 - Look for ways to celebrate what 

God has done 

  
September Memory Verse –  
 
“WORK AT EVERYTHING YOU DO WITH ALL YOUR 
HEART. WORK AS IF YOU WERE WORKING FOR THE 
LORD.” Colossians 3:23 
 
 
Our monthly challenge encourages the 
following action items: 
 
1. Ask God for wisdom and strength  

2. Find out what you should do and do it using your 
God-given wisdom to do it 

3. Read your Bible  

 
“If you can’t feed 1,000 people, then feed one” –
 Mother Teresa  
 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US 
EVERY SUNDAY!  
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We have some great classes 

coming September 9th when 

we go back to our two services. 

 

Congratulations to 
Jordan Stevens 
2020 Kent State 

Youth Page 

Attention Parents and Youth, Saturday church is 
about to start here at FBC on September 21st. Once 
each month from 5pm - 6pm the youth will lead with 

a live band, a special guest appearance and Jae 
bringing the inspirational word. Everyone is invited 
to witness great fellowship and worship.  

VBS “God In Me” would like to extend a special 
thank you to Mr. Ship Collins, Mrs. Kim Kidd - Collins 
for teaching , Kaitlyn Gocan for the creation of our 
Scavenger Hunt and Tobili Hatcher for leading the 
Scavenger Hunt and leading the class.  
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For the past several years, First Baptist Church has 
participated in the worldwide ministry of Operation 
Christmas Child under the Samaritan’s Purse 
Organization. 

We have the opportunity again this year to bring joy 
and Jesus to millions of children around the world—-  
it’s easy and not too time consuming. 

Operation Christmas Child 2018  

Pack a plastic shoe box or choose one of the pre-fab 
boxes that we will be distributing in early October. 
This is a great opportunity for the entire family. It’s 
all about giving, giving, giving and not adding more 
stuff to our closets. 

Look for more information in our bulletin as we get 
closer to our kick-off date. For more information visit 
www.samaritanspurse.org 

From a box to the Bible….a life-changing ministry. 

 
 Our July 27, 2018, hot meal service went very 
well.  We had 10 total volunteers, and about 50 
guests were fed.  Our dessert for July and June was 
the trail mix that was assembled by the members of 
one of our Faith in Action projects.  Our guests 
appreciated being able to take a packed baggie of 

Calvary News 
goodies with them!  Anne Pillot, the Community 
Meals Program coordinator, paid us a visit, which 
was very nice.  She sat amongst the guests and was 
able to register at least four of them to vote.   
 
 Our service date is always the fourth Friday of the 
month so our next opportunity to serve others is 
September 28. We welcome you to sign up on the 
chart in Swasey Tower to provide food for the meal 
and/or to come and help serve. 
 
 As you may be aware, one way to help this program 
is by providing us takeout containers so that we can 
easily give our guests any leftovers we may have.  
At this point there are many more containers than 
we are able to use in any given month, so please 
wait until the end of September to provide 
containers for this ministry.  Thank you! 
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Watch for our Season Brochure for the 

2018—2019 
Music & Fine Arts Season 

 
APOLLO’S 

FIRE 
Handel’s Messiah 

Bach B Minor 
Mass 

Rock Of Faith 

 
Happy Ending Lyric Players 

SWEENEY TODD 

 
Lessons  

And 
Carols 

Heights Chamber Orchestra 
 

CHRISTMAS 
EVE 

Live Animal  
Pageant 

and 
Candlelight  

Service 

Cleveland Chamber Chorus 

Children’s 

CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 

 
TUBA  

CHRISMAS 

Western Reserve 
Brass Ensemble 
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Happy Birthday! 

September Birthdays! 
5th          Milan Freeman  
 
6th Jane Pernicone 
 
8th Tanya Jones 
 
10th Stacy Garthrite 
 
11th John Marr  
 
12th Audrey Rush 
 
15th Theon Jones  
 
16th Teresa Demio 
 
17th Sheral Jones 
 
21st Olney Dekker 

 
21st James Sutherin 
 
25th Anita Bartel 
 
25th Victor Bull 
 
26th Paul Eickmann 
 
27th Candace Lumpkin 
 
30th Kristin Roberts       

 
Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and 
not be afraid; For the LORD GOD is my 
strength and song, And He has become my 
salvation."   Isaiah   12:2   NASB   
 
You are loved and worthy of God’s love! You 
are not alone. The enemy tries to trick us into 
thinking our sins are unforgivable but he’s a 
liar! Fear can paralyze you. Don’t let 
it!  Satan  just wants to keep us separated 
from God in a state of confusion, depression, 
hopelessness.....whatever his latest tool is.  
 
If you need to ‘renew’ your relationship with 
God. Start now! Ask God for strength and 
guidance and watch how the Holy Spirit leads 
you—every day in every way! 
 

“Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain 
new strength; They will mount up with wings 
like eagles, They will run and not get tired, 
They will walk and not become 
 weary.”   Isaiah   40:31   NASB   
 
 
 
Free and confidential support is available 
through Stephen Ministry!   
Contract Mari Schroeder Jenkins at 
216.543.1830  

Our brothers and sisters in 
Nicaragua need your support more 
that ever as they deal with 
continued political turmoil in their 
country. Many people have been 
killed and many others are missing. 
The members of First Baptist 
Managua and the AMOS staff are 
living and working in great danger. 
 
 The AMOS team is led by AMOS 
co-founders, Drs. David and Laura 
Parajón. They have been living and 

serving with their family in Nicaragua since 2001 as medical missionaries 
through American Baptist Churches International Ministries. 
 
The AMOS staff is a team of over 50 individuals committed to working 
together to make health care services for some of the most vulnerable 
people in Nicaragua a reality. During this time of great upheaval securing 
medical supplies and daily food has made their work much more 
challenging. 

Please keep these dedicated servants in your prayers daily. If you can offer 
financial support of any amount it will be greatly appreciated. Checks can 
be mailed to First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland with the memo marked AMOS. 

Nicaragua 

Directory Photo Appointments 
 
If you have not had your picture taken for the new pictorial directory, 
NOW is the time to sign up. Aug. 28 is a make up day for those 
who missed the last photography day. Sign up now for an appointment to 
get your photo taken to be included in the new pictorial directory. 
No purchase necessary! You will receive a free 8 x 10 portrait 
and also a copy of the directory when it prints. Sign up ONLINE  
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y9qkt9ts/  

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y9qkt9ts/
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 2018 FBC Lay Leadership 
Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Tony Peebles 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Tammy Gordon 
Children's Center: Frank Marino 
 
Communication & Outreach: Angela Fielding  
         Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,  
         Communications   
 
Discipleship: Suzanne Blum   
         Discipleship Classes, Children's Ministry,  
        Youth Ministry, Covenant Groups 
 
Fellowship and Nurture: I ris Goins 
       Stephen Ministry, Deacons, Card Ministry, 
       New Member Orientation 
 
Stewardship: Dan Mizener 
       Property and Finance, Stewardship  

             Campaign, Endowment and Audit 
 
Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica Chapman-        

                                      Martinez 

 
Worship and Fine Arts: G. M ichael Skerritt    

Serving in Ministry 
 
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor 
Betty Meyers, Associate Music Director 
Matt Rizer, Interim Director of Music 
Dr. Mary Jo Odom-Dull, Director of Christian Education 
Minister Jae Williams, Director of Youth Ministries 
Carly Marino, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center 
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Administrator 
Greg Beckner, Web Designer/Marketing 
Margo Jerome, Accountant 
 
 
Tower Tidings Staff 
 
Editors: Star Knuckles, Kregg Burris, Jeff Gordon  
  
 
Thank You! to the many volunteers who help  
assemble the Tower Tidings mailing each month!  

October Tower Tidings Deadline: SEPTEMBER 15  
October issue will be mailed: September 27, 2018  
Please submit articles or news via e-mail to Star Knuckles: 
 
        sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org 

Church Office  216.932.7480 

Children’s Center  216.371.9394 
 
Fax  216.932.8554 
 
firstbaptistcleveland.org 
 
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org 
 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 

The First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
3630 Fairmount Blvd. 
Shaker Heights, OH  44118 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Dated Material: September 4, 2018 
Thanks for prompt delivery! 


