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Many years ago, I served a congregation with an 

active men’s group comprised mostly of retirees.  

Every Tuesday morning about two dozen men would 

gather at the church to discuss the topic of the day.  

The conversation would range from sports to politics, 

local happenings to world events.  Yet, by far, the 

most favorite topics was ‘the good ole days.’  At the 

time in my life, I was a young father of three who  

was the kid (relatively speaking) and youngest regular 

by a wide margin of years.  Several in the group had 

served in World War II and a few who served in  

Korea.   

 

These veterans represented the Navy, Army and  

Marines.  Three of the men in the group had served  

in active combat, two in Europe and the other in the  

Pacific.  Whenever the subject arose, the rest of the 

group would pause to hear their first hand accounts 

of the conflict re"told from the recollection of once 

young men called to serve far away from their homes.  

 

One of those men was named Daniel, a Marine who 

fought at Tarawa one of the bloodiest battles of the 

war.  As a Marine, he was trained and ready for  

action, but nothing could prepare him for the experi-

ences of war across the Pacific from 1943 to 1945.   

Although his memory of the conflicts were etched on 

his memory, he never wanted to provide much details  

but to emphasize two points: one, it was the prayers 

of his mother and the grace of God that got him 

through, and two, no one could ever say a negative 

word about the U.S. Marines.  It was this second part 

that gave rise to the banter between him and those 

who served in the Army and the Navy and which 

branch had won the war. 

 

As a young pastor and spiritual shepherd, my pres-

ence on those many Tuesday mornings, was as much 

about gleaning from their life experiences as was the 

fellowship, coffee and donuts, or ‘solving the world’s 

problems.’  (By the way, a group of men can be just 

as chatty as a group of women" in case you didn’t  

already know this fact to be true )  Most were fathers, 

many were grandfathers. They came from a wide 

range of backgrounds, education, careers and  

degrees of spirituality, but all were united in their 

friendship around the table at the church.   

 

 

 

One particular Tuesday morning in late summer, 

word was received that one of the long time  

members of the group had suddenly passed away.   

In fact, the men were looking to me for information 

as I had spend time with the family upon receiving 

word of his death and I had information regarding his 

funeral and request by the family for this elite group 

to serve as pallbearers for the deceased.  This 

sparked one of the most memorable conversations by 

the group as the topic turned to faith and legacy.   

When we pass, what do we leave behind? 

 

It was Daniel, the old Marine that shared a nugget  

of wisdom with the group.  “Fellas, it is not our place 

to ask why, or question when a person’s life is taken 

from among us.  That is between that person and 

God.  All we can do is to live each day as if it were 

our last. Love the people in our life and strive to live 

at peace with everyone. If I learned anything from 

the war, it is that I choose to strive to leave a legacy 

of peace.”   

 

Jesus said: 
 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 

the children of God.  Matthew 5:9  
  
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 

peace with everyone.  Romans 12:18 
 
Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice  Strive for full 

restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, 

live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be 

with you.  2 Corinthians 13:11 

 

Violence, hate, deceit, lust for power, pleasure and 

greed still overshadow our world. Those who choose 

to build walls to isolate, obstacles to separate, poli-

cies designed to alienate, and weapons to annihilate 

our enemies are threatened by those who strive to 

live for justice, mercy, reconciliation and peace.  

 

Daniel’s words still echo in my mind. I choose to 

leave a legacy of love and peace.  May this be our 

prayer, our goal, and our mission. In doing so, we 

leave a legacy of peace for those who follow our  

footsteps. 

 
Blessing, 
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by Delesia Robinson

 

What’s up with PADS?

 
 

 

  

  
 

  

Forty-Niners (not an age!) 
2018 - 2019 Membership  

I cannot believe it has been 5 years this past July that Pride 
Among Daughters and Sisters (PADS) was established as a 
501c3 public charity. We have had the opportunity to help and 
meet some amazing women and girls. The idea for PADS came 
from a once homeless women who spoke to a group of college 
students at Ursuline College. She asked the students if they 
ever donated items to a shelter and to please consider donating 
sanitary napkins or tampons as these are items that many 
women take for granted, and are very hard to come by. My 
daughter Carmen, happened to be a student in that class when 
the women told their stories. Carmen was touched, and shared 
the story with me later that evening. I felt compelled to reach 
out stories. Carmen was touched, and shared the story with me 
later that evening. I felt compelled to reach out and to try to 
make a small difference, even if it is just one person at a time. 

Over the last 5 years we have come in contact with many girls 
and women who are able to benefit from the products we 
provide. These individual have included the homeless, the low 
income, the abused, and the addicted. Organizations that we 
have had the pleasure of working with, collaborating with and 
donated to includes places such as Dress for Success, The 
Hunger Network, Family Promise, Renee Jones 
Empowerment, University Settlement, ORCA house, just to 
name a few. 

This year we are happy 
to partner with Bessie’s 
Angels, an organization 
that nurtures, educates, 
and provides low income 
housing for young ladies 
ages 18-24, transitioning 
out of foster care. 
Bessie’s Place is located 
in East Cleveland on 
Nela Road, you can’t 
miss it! It has been refurbished and brightly painted white 
and purple.  There are currently 6 young women living in the 
home. Bessie’s assist these women with immediate needs, 
mentorship, resume writing, soft skills, etc.

PADS is committed to making sure these women are provided 
with the needed feminine hygiene products they will need, on 
a monthly basis.  The Founder, Tonya Stoudimire, is currently 
working with the Cuyahoga County Land Bank for a second, 
“Bessie’s Place in the same area. We are looking forward to 
working with these young women. To learn more about PADS, 
go to prideamoungdaughtersandsisters.org

Why join the 49ers?
Enjoy a variety of programs and social events 
which also allows you to get to know your fellow FBC 
members.

What is the 49ers group?
Started in 1949 for young couples looking for 
fellowship, it has evolved into presenting 10 events per 
year.  Programs are held at FBC on Sundays with lunch at 
12:30 p.m. followed by a speaker at 1:00 p.m.  Past 
speakers have included Katie Spotz, the youngest girl to 
row across the Atlantic, Brian Broadbent, an FBC member 
involved with the Kairos Prison Ministry, who spoke about 
Business Volunteers Unlimited, Brandon Chrostowski, 
founder of Edwins restaurant which trains and employs 
formerly incarcerated individuals,  as well as Pastor Jeff 
Gordon  who gave a PowerPoint presentation about his 
trip to Japan.  Socials, which include the annual 
Christmas Luncheon at the Cleveland Racquet Club, are 
held at restaurants, theatres and other venues.  We 
recently enjoyed a cruise on the Goodtime III.

A ride on the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad is planned 
for June 2019.

Who can join?  
Any adult!  The group is open to both couples and singles.

Dues: $25.00 per person covers administrative 
expenses and programs.  Socials are paid for 
individually. 

Interested?  P lease contact Membership Co-Chairs, 
Nancy Wheaton or Beverly Farmer or visit us on the FBC 
website firstbaptistcleveland.org. Click tab "Connect", 
then click "Fellowship and Small Groups"

We hope to hear from you soon!!!!!  

What’s up with PADS?

Forty-Niners (not an age!) 
2018 - 2019 Membership 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

On June 3rd, instead of sitting in a pew,
There were twelve projects for us to do.

Kregg gathered us for communion and prayer;
Then we donned our new FBC shirt to wear.

We joined a group to work with others,
This was a day for little kids and old grandmothers.

Trail mix was made for our Calvary guests to eat,
A favorite dessert that is always a special treat.

We collected food for people with needs,
And in two gardens, planted some seeds.

We rolled some bandages for people far away,
And joined Family Promise kids that loved to play.

Singing hymns at Judson Park brightened residents day,
Others in Spahr worked setting up the pre-school art display,

A hundred snack bags were prepared for others to eat,
Bags of donations were sorted for needy to enjoy and keep.

Nicaragua is of grave concern, it was not safe for a team to go this year,
A video, cards and prayers were sent to AMOS and all we love so dear.

To the cooking crew in our kitchen we all said “hooray”! 
The tasty lunch was a great way to end this special day.

A sincere thanks to all the talented leaders for their devotion and skill,
When asked to serve, they all answered quickly, “Yes, I will”. 

Thanks to Lynne Lue, who started this eleven years ago,
This outreach, in many ways has helped us all to grow.

After ten years serving as your chair, it is time to take my leave,
But, for sure this is a FBC project for which I truly believe!

I have some new ideas to pass on for next year,
Our church will keep this tradition going, that is clear!

 

by Fran Leanza  
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Hero Headquarters age ranges from Infant to 5th grade.  

  
Our Heroes Headquarters Theme for the month of August is: Adventures in Wisdom! 
  
 
 

WE WILL EXPLORE:  
THE CONNECTION BETWEEN WISDOM AND GOD’S CHARACTER, AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY 
  
When Jesus was a boy, He grew in wisdom. God wants us to discover wisdom, too. When we make the wise 
choice, we reflect the character of Jesus to people around us. That’s why giving kids a strong foundation of 
wisdom is important. We want them to be equipped to face whatever choices they may need to make in the 
future. 
 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 Students will define and learn about God’s wisdom 
 Students will explore wisdom  
 Students will explore how Godly wisdom is shown throughout the Bible  
 
 
 
Bible Reading:  
August 05—Jesus Grows in Wisdom -Luke 2:41-52 - If you want to be wise, search for wisdom. 
August 12—Wise People See Danger -Proverbs 22:3 - If you want to be wise, look before you leap. 
August 19—Rehoboam Listens to Fools - 2 Chronicles 10 - If you want to be wise, hang out with wise   
          people. 
August 26—Trust in the Lord - Proverbs 3:5-6 - If you want to be wise, trust God to give you wisdom. 
 
 
 
August Memory Verse – “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you.” James 1:5 
 
 
 
Our monthly challenge encourages the following action items: 
1. Ask God for Wisdom 
2. Find out what you should do and do it using your God given wisdom 
3. Read your Bible 
  

 
 
 “God is unparalleled. Nobody comes close to his power, creativity, wisdom, or love” - Max Lucado 
 

 
 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY!  
 

Please join us for Vacation Bible School August 6-10—9am—12 Noon 
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                          VBS: August 6—8: 6:30-8PM 
 

Spread the word: ATTENTION ALL YOUTH—6th - 12th grade 
 

It’s The God In Me 
“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made - Designed with God’s purpose in mind”  

 
 

VBS  Night Camp 2018 
 
 

 
It’s The GOD In Me Scavenger Hunt:     
A Scavenger Hunt that will take our Youth on an adventure throughout the community... “It’s The GOD In Me” 
without speaking about GOD In Me, exploring the impact of godly behavior...  
 
Prizes will include 1st: $25, 2nd: $20 and 3rd: $15 
 
It’s The GOD In Me Boys / Girls Night:      
Engaging biblical conversations that centers around igniting our girls and boys to be Christ center.   
Camp participants will explore their purpose in being fearfully and wonderfully made. 
 
It’s The GOD In Me Youth Presentation Night:  
Youth will share their camp experience and how they will put their faith into action and apply it to their every-
day life. 
 
It’s The GOD In Me Youth Cookout:    
Parents and youth will participate in the preparation of hot dogs, burgers, salad, chips and drink along with 
conversations and games.  
 
Sign Up today: 
WFBC RADIO - Need your Voice and your ideas for programming!  Contact Jae at your earliest convenience  
 
 
Join us during this Summer for Discipleship classes biweekly @ 10:15am during Together in Worship in the 
Youth Wing, we are studying the book of Matthews.  
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    Happy Birthday! 

August Birthdays! 
1st            Martha Stromann 
 
2nd  Debbie Cornelius  
  
4th           Mary Wild  
 
7th Chris Wright  
 
8th Anita Hamdan 
 
9th Jane Smith 
 
12th Middy Crellin 
 
12th David Cumming 
 
13th Monica Sturgis 
 
15th Tracy Long 
 
17th Darryl Robinson 
 
18th Chris Tillman 
 
19th Don Crellin 
 
19th Priscilla Kingston 
 
22nd Gregory Bagley 
 
22nd Sylvia Workman 
 
24th Barbara Hise 
 
24th Mari Schroeder-Jenkins 
 
26th Emma Melton 
 
29th Tammy Gordon 
 
30th Joseph Belhobek 

FBC Card Ministry Update: 
Request a Card via 

 FBC Website  
The FBC Card Ministry (under Fellowship and Nurture Cluster) sends 
encouragement cards i.e. Thinking of You, Sympathy and Get Well 

cards to church members in need.  An exciting new feature has 
been added this summer.  You can now request a card for yourself 

or for someone else in the church by using the FBC website 
www.firstbaptistcleveland.org, and it is SO EASY.  Just click on the 
card picture labeled "Ditch the Digital and Share a Card,"  and you 
will be sent to the site.  Not tech savvy, no worries, just contact us 
personally if you know of someone within our church family who 
could use some support.  Call the church office at 216-932-7480 
and leave a message for the Card Ministry.   We hope that by ex-
tending our network, the ministry will be a blessing to even more  

people now.  Your Card Ministry, Shalesha Andrews,  
Jeanie Belhobek and Beverly Farmer 

We invite you to help support this ministry of which the impact has been incredible.  
 One example is that there were at least six fights among inmates each month at the 

Ohio Trumbull County Jail.  Now with the influence of Kairos, there has been just  
one a month.  Lets help support Brian Broadbent along with his team  

as they lead a Fall retreat at the prison.   
Delicious home-made cookies have become an important part of each retreat.  

 
Please bring your contribution to the Volunteer Office between  

Sunday, September 9 thru Wednesday, September 12 
 

 The types of cookies that are needed are Chocolate Chip, Oatmeal, Peanut Butter, and Sugar 
 
 Cookies should be between 2 1/2  and 3 inches in diameter and not more than 1/2 inches thick 
 
 It is very important not to use icing, sugar or any other type of coating on the outside of the cookie.   
         Do not add any kind of fruit or nuts to the cookies 
 
 Bag thoroughly cooled cookies in a quart size zip-lock bag, a dozen  cookies to a bag 
 
 Label each bag with the cookie type inside 
 
 Please pray for the individuals that will be eating the cookies you bake 

Kairos Prison Ministry 

It is pretty easy to get consumed with life’s responsibilities in today’s 
busy times.. Seems like there is always a loved one in need, a bill that 
need to get paid or a repair that needs to be addressed.  Life can be 

quite overwhelming.  We can become lonely, thinking 
 we can’t handle life and withdraw.   

Psalms 139:7-14 NASB assures us that God is always with us.  We are never 
alone.  God will always be there for us. All we have to do is ask!  

Verses 12-14 reminds us that “even the darkness is not dark to You, and the 
night is as bright as the day.  Darkness and light are alike to You.  For You 
formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb.  I will give 

thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Your 
works, and my soul knows it very well.”    

Free and confidential support is available through Stephen Ministry!   
Contract Mari Schroeder Jenkins at 216.543.1830  
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 2018 FBC Lay Leadership 
Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Vice Moderator: Tony Peebles 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Tammy Gordon 
Children's Center: Frank Marino 
 
Communication & Outreach: Angela Fielding  
         Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,  
         Communications   
 
Discipleship: Suzanne Blum   
         Discipleship Classes, Children's Ministry,  
        Youth Ministry, Covenant Groups 
 
Fellowship and Nurture: I ris Goins 
       Stephen Ministry, Deacons, Card Ministry, 
       New Member Orientation 
 
Stewardship: Dan Mizener 
   Property and Finance, Stewardship  

  Campaign, Endowment and Audit 
 
Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica Chapman-        

                                      Martinez 
 
Worship and Fine Arts: G. M ichael Skerritt  

  

Children’s Center  216.371.9394  
Church Office  216.932.7480  
Fax  216.932.8554  
firstbaptistcleveland.org  
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org  
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland  
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 

Serving in Ministry  
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor 
Betty Meyers, Associate Music Director 
Matt Rizer, Interim Director of Music 
Dr. Mary Jo Odom-Dull, Director of Christian Education 
Minister Jae Williams, Director of Youth Ministries 
Carly Marino, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center 
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Administrator 
Greg Beckner, Web Designer/Marketing 
Margo Jerome, Accountant 
 
 
Tower Tidings Staff  Editors: Star Knuckles, Kregg Burris    
 
Thank You! to the many volunteers who help  
assemble the Tower Tidings mailing each month!  

September Tower Tidings Deadline: AUGUST 15  
September issue will be mailed: August 24  
Please submit articles or news via e-mail to Star Knuckles: 
 
        sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org 


