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Kregg’s Korner
Innovation—
Technology and the Changing Church in 2020
Michael McQueen, an Austrian based futurist, has released
a new book, How to Prepare for Now for What’s Next, that
documents the world’s rapid evolution, and predicts the
multitude of changes that will take place globally in the
next decade. He makes predictions that we should expect
to see seven things disappear in the next few years:
1) 47% of professions might disappear
According to McQueen, almost fifty percent of our current
jobs will disappear with the introduction of more tech. He
says this is nothing new as a similar transition took place
with production lines in the 1900’s. To ensure you’ve still
got a steady income, McQueen suggests focusing on jobs
where you can be ‘human’ – those roles where you need
empathy, creativity, and instinct – all things that can’t be
replicated by technology.
2) Car parks will be a thing of the past
McQueen believes that self driving cars are the way of the
future. He states that when they become common place,
the look of our cities will change completely.
“Parking is a nightmare-it makes more sense for the car to
drop you off and go home or go into an Uber-style pool of
other cars and earn you cash while you’re at work.”
3) No more filling up at gas stations
McQueen believes that electric cars will soon outpace the
sales of gas cars and trucks. This will “demise the need for
petrol”. Computer driven electric cars will reduce accidents
once the grid is established. Speed and flow would reduce
travel time, preventing gridlock and wrecks saving lives.
However, independent driving will be surrendered to those
within the driving grid. This will reduce smog, and the need
for the corner gas station.
4) iTunes will be gone by 2019
McQueen has stated that sources have “pointed to a plan
to completely terminate iTunes music download sales by
early 2019”.
5) Credit cards will be obsolete
According to the futurist, transactions are completed completely digital in the future. The technology detects when a
known mobile phone is in range, identifies that buyer, and
shows the buyers face on a screen. The cashier can simply
confirm the identity and proceed with the transaction which
is paperless, plastic less, and fast.
6) You won’t be on hold for hours with a call center
The tech company Gartner estimates that artificial intelligence will be responsible for 85% of customer service roles
by 2020. They believe that the interaction will take place
mainly through chatbots. Major call centers will be a thing
of the past.
7) You won’t need to learn foreign languages
A translation earpiece is currently in development that
translates languages in real time and feeds it into the wearers ear, and doesn’t need to be connected to WIFI or Bluetooth. This kind of tech already exists in other forms, so
this won’t be too far away.
So how would these technological changes impact
the church?
While it never easy to predict the future, if these predictions become reality, the following four areas would need
to evolve within church life.

1) Giving Methods
We are already becoming a cash-less, check-less society.
The offering plates would be replaced with an offering
time in which people are invited to pull out their electronic
devises to give, or are encouraged to use automatic withdrawals to the church, something which we are seeing
more of each year.
2) Electric Docking stations and less need for large
parking areas.
With the rise of electric cars, we will need to make available hookups as industry standards become available. If we
truly have self driving cars, they could be sent home awaiting for us when we are ready to leave. This could reduce
the need for large parking areas for the church.
3) The Ease of Translations of Languages
Anyone who speaks a different language could attend
church and experience immediate and in real time translations. This could open up a number of possibilities in the
way a church reaches out into our world with the message
of Christ.
4) Still a need for the personal interaction of people
- which is the Church
In conclusion, the church has been dealing with technological changes for over two thousand years. Yet, the need of
the human spirit for redemption, forgiveness, acceptance,
encouragement, inspiration, connection, family and faith
are just as valuable today as they were in the days of
Jesus. While the role of the church has not changed, the
manner in which the church contributes to fulfilling this
role within society will change along with the times. Jesus
own timeless words reveal the true nature and purpose of
the church in John 17: 20-23:
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who

will believe in me through their message, that all of them
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in You.
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that
You have sent me. I have given them the glory that You
gave me, that they may be one as we are one- I in them
and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete
unity. Then the world will know that You sent me and have
loved them even as You have loved me”.
As long as we focus on our mission of bringing people together in the love of Christ, the church will remain fresh
and relevant regardless of which technologies arise or fall.
Our faith is about a relationship between ourselves and
God in the person of Jesus Christ. The mode and manner
by which we communicate the message may change, but
it will never change the message itself. In fact, technology
can be used as a tool to bring the message of God’s love
to more people and connect us closer together— if we
learn to use the tools of innovation with a passion for
Christ.
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Youth Lunch with Pastor Kregg

Youth Movie Night...Question of Faith
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“Be Prepared”

It’s More Than a Scout Slogan!
by Mike Skerritt

The summer season is almost upon us. And for many that means travel, vacations, and other fun activities,
activities that are sometimes a bit more dangerous than our everyday routines. Accidents can happen,
sometimes catastrophically, and the reality is that most families are unprepared for the loss of a husband or
wife.
According to the NMI Healthy Aging Database study of 2017, 68% of Americans over the age of 18 do not
have a will! Sixty Eight Percent! From the CWRU Alumni Newsletter for April:
“A will is one of the most important legal documents you will ever create. It dictates how you want your
assets distributed after you are gone. But beyond legalities, a will is a reflection of your life. It reveals who
and what mattered most to you, and it’s the final gesture by which you will be remembered. A well-planned
will relieves family members from having to guess your final wishes during their time of grief, and it ensures
that they are taken care of in the manner you specify.”
Consider what a will can do for you.
 Name a guardian for minor children
 Make financial arrangements for family
 Provide for your pet
 Protect your business
 Forgive a debt
 Direct the division of your property (so the state doesn’t do it)
 Reduce estate administration expenses
 Provide for a charitable organization
Establishing your will shouldn’t really be an option. And it isn’t that expensive. There are even
do-it-yourself options with forms from Office Max, or even online, but an hour with an attorney is money
well spent! For the sake of your family and your loved ones, DO IT! NOW!
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UPDATE - The Search
by Mike Skerritt

Some folks have been asking about the progress we are making in finding a replacement for our beloved Bob
Schneider. I wish I could say we have made great strides, but the fact of the matter is that this process is
moving slowly, and somewhat on purpose, for several reasons.
First, Council has made it clear that we should not rush the process, and that Council itself wants to be involved to make sure our selection isn’t just musically proficient, but is a Christian who wants to be engaged
with the church family and eager to do whatever it takes to move First Baptist forward, just as Bob did.
Secondly, with someone of Bob’s talent and personality on board for 25 years, the church has not had to
think about what Bob was doing. FBC simply knew that we were witnessing excellence, and that perhaps it
would go on like that forever. No one took time to develop a comprehensive job description that accurately
reflects the needs of a multi-cultural congregation with varying types of worship.
1. The position has been redefined with three areas of expertise identified: organist, choir director
(traditional), and worship leader (contemporary).
2. Ideally, we would like to find one individual who can do all three disciplines well, but we are willing to
consider multiple individuals with outstanding credentials and extraordinary talent in one or two of
the disciplines we identified.
3. We are putting out an invitation that specifically seeks candidates for Worship Leader for the
Contemporary Service based on the comprehensive job description just finalized.
We have all the bases covered as we go about our task thanks for Pastor Kregg, Betty Meyers, Matt Rizer,
Max Bunker, members of the Praise Team, and others, so there is no need to take shortcuts, or accept someone without the talent, personality, and spirituality we want.
We will keep you appraised of our progress as we go through this interesting challenge. If you would like to
help, just know that your prayers are most welcome.

Big Building Improvements Are Coming to FBC
by Jeff Gordon

This summer, a series of maintenance and renovation projects are going to result in a fresh new
appearance for parts of the church. Here’s what’s on tap in June, July and August:


The entire roof over the Children’s Center and Portico will be replaced, ensuring that the Center remains
warm and dry. The roof was last replaced in the mid-1980’s.



Spahr Center will be completely re-carpeted.



The main hallway by the church office will be renovated with new wallpaper and carpeting.



The courtyard masonry will be tuck pointed, stopping water penetration into the building. Due to the
dusty nature of this project, the courtyard furniture and shade sails will not be set up for use this summer.



The damaged walls in the second floor Fairmount hallway will be repaired, and the hallway will be given
a new drop ceiling and new lighting.

The Property & Finance team has worked hard to make these important improvements possible, and we’ll all
enjoy a more beautiful church this fall. Keep your eyes peeled for the changes!
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World Mission Conference
Summited by Fran Leanza

The World Mission Conference brings a wonderfully diverse group of IM global servants and international
partners together to meet with God’s people in a beautiful 1,100-acre retreat setting. The four-day event
runs from July 4 through July 7 at the Green Lake Conference Center in Green Lake, Wisconsin. All are
welcome to attend, and registration is open now.
“The World Mission Conference is a unique opportunity for the IM family to gather as the body of Christ to
learn from and participate in the ministry of IM’s global servants as part of being involved in God’s work
around the world,” says IM Executive Director / CEO the Rev. Sharon Koh. “This year’s group of global servants, our worship team and our morning keynote speaker have me excited to be reacquainted with old
friends and meet new ones. I hope to see you there!”
This year’s conference highlights the diverse and holistic ministries of 15 of IM’s global
servants, including from Lebanon, Chili, South Africa, Philippines, Brazil, Hungry as well as
two global consultants.
To add a unique cross-cultural perspective to the gathering, IM is excited to welcome 13 international partners representing four continents to the 2018 gathering, including Bible study leader the Rev. Dr. Hikmat
Kashouh, who serves as pastor of Resurrection Church in Beirut, Lebanon, one of the fastest-growing evangelical churches in the Middle East. His church cares for hundreds of refugees, migrant workers and at-risk
children.
IM will provide an array of worship, learning and play opportunities for the whole family at the peaceful and
beautiful Green Lake Conference Center. The conference will kick off with a Fourth of July picnic with IM’s
global servants and international guests. Daily luncheon table talks will give participants the opportunity for
in-depth conversations with international leaders and dozens of global servants.
Evening worship services will provide inspiring messages about how God is working through mission around
the world.
The International Marketplace is a family-friendly event where participants will be able to experience the
cultures of many different countries and purchase crafts and products that benefit the people who IM
serves. There will be afternoon opportunities for prayer, walks, kayaking, Frisbee, golf, boat rides and more.
Participants will have the opportunity to choose from 12 workshops each day in which global servants and
partners will discuss such topics as:







Digging deeper into the struggles and realities refugees face in Lebanon – Melanie Baggao
What does it take to create change in impossible circumstances – Kristy Engel
Journeying with the poor in the slums of Manila, the Philippines – Paul Rollet
Renewing our minds and hearts through fresh encounters with Scripture – Stan Slade
Meeting new global servants and hearing their stories of God’s call on their lives—Debbie Miller and the
new global servants
Exploring how can you mobilize for short-term—Sandra Dorsainvil

The World Mission Conference will provide an age-appropriate mission experience for children entering K-6
and one for youth entering grades 7-12. These tracks will be available from 9:00 AM to noon on Thursday,
July 5, through Saturday, July 7.
Individuals, families and church group who want to find out more about global mission and how they can
participate, are invited to attend. Receive a discount when registration is completed online before June 15.
To reserve housing and meals at the Green Lake Conference Center, visit the Conference Center website.
For more information, contact Karen Mason at karen.mason@internationalministries.org or 610.768.2197.
Note: Green Lake Conference Center is our American Baptist center for our whole denomination. It is a beautiful place
where gatherings are held year-round, especially in the summer. This mission conference is always a highlight. Laura
and myself have been to Green Lake on three different occasion and we will be happy to tell you about his magnificent
place. Fran Leanza
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Hero Headquarters age ranges from Infant to 5th grade.
Our Heroes Headquarters Theme for the month of June is:
Adventures in Confidence!
WE WILL EXPLORE:
THE CONNECTION BETWEEN CONFIDENCE AND
GOD’S CHARACTER, AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY
God is stronger than anyone and He can do things that would be impossible for you or me. He has proved
this throughout history, but nowhere is this more evident than in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
Because of what Jesus has done, we can have confidence. And when you put your faith in Jesus, you can live
fully alive.
Learning Objectives:




Students will define and learn about God confidence
Students will explore confidence in Christ
Students will explore how Godly confidence is shown throughout the Bible

Bible Reading:
June 3—Jesus is the Cornerstone - Ephesians 2:20-22 - Jesus matters most.
June 10—Gideon - Judges 6-8 - God can use you no matter what.
June 17—Samson - Judges 13-16 - God is stronger than anyone
June 24—Elijah and the Prophets of Baal - 1 Kings 18 - God can do the impossible.
June’s Memory Verse:
“I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.” Psalm 27:13
Our monthly challenge encourages the following action items:
1. Practice Godly confidence
2. Live like you believe what God says is true
3. Read your Bible

“Remember who you are. Don’t compromise for anyone, for any reason.
You are a child of the Almighty God. Live that truth.” –Lysa Terkeurst

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY!
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We extend a special thank you to Star Knuckles, Faith Arnold, Greg Becker,
Mike Skerritt, Theo Fielding, Ship Collins, Alwin Miller, Tony Peebles, Jeff
Gordon and the maintenance staff for ensuring the preparation of this great
event that helped save lives, Thank you so much.
Over one hundred attendees came out to witness
“TuneIn SOMEONE NEEDS TO LISTEN”
Special Thank You to DeMar DeRozan, Kevin Love, Iris Goins, Nehemiah Spencer, special dance, Alwin Miller,
host of the event, Dr. MJ, Christian Education Department, Kyla Hayward, spoken word, Kevin Bouyer, Kelley
Pernicone, Ship Collins, Paul Pernst of Life Act, Pete Psarras and Pastor Kregg Burris were all participants.
Comments:
Hello Jae,

The TuneIn presentation was awesome. I learned so much and felt so motivated to carry the word out to
others! I am not from your church but someone mentioned the program may have been recorded. Could
you let me know if it was - I have someone I would want to see it. Many thanks, Debbie Yokosuk
Three young people and two adults asked for help First Baptist Church is very blessed to have Kevin, Kelley,
and Pete sharing your heart. A young lady (while Kelley was speaking) could not stop crying, she had written
her letter to the family and she was determine end her life today. A young man stated he had been raped
over and over by his stepfather and today his mother listened. A mother spoke with Paul about her state of
depression and the need for help. Thank you for an Amazing presentation of TuneIn SOMEONE NEEDS
TO LISTEN.
Exceptional event! As a father of six, grandfather of 13 and great grandfather of 8, I feel much better prepared to observe and act on potentially destructive conditions within my own family. Everyone should attend
such an event. Thanks for presenting it! G Michael Skerritt
*********************************************

Congratulations to our
graduating High School Seniors
Bria Lin Szalay—Miami University
Kaitlyn Gocan—Tulane University
Jake Bopple—Miami University
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Women’s Retreat
by Gwen Dyer

Thirty plus years ago two FBC women,
Meredeth Shelley and Anita Hamden
joined in consciousness to create the
first FBC Women’s Retreat. On May 5,
2018, 36 women united in faith continued the FBC retreat tradition meeting
this time on the shores of the Great
Lake Erie.
Laura Preston’s music and mixers lifted
our spirits and heels. Iris Goins’ morning
devotional was reverent and praiseworthy. Anita Bartel, our Zumba instructor
and presenter of ‘The Simple Act of
Gratitude’ gifted us with ‘Thank You’
note cards noteworthy of the simple act.
Sheri Stevens’ ‘Art for the Soul’ really
rocked us. She collected rocks for us to paint a stone for our memento of the 2018 Retreat. Debra Hegler,
who once pledged to never attend a retreat for only women, is anxious for next year’s women’s only retreat.
We all enjoyed and related to her topic, ‘How to Tame the Busy Beast’. Sonya Kyle, sister of Barbara Coiner,
was our poet laureate, who spoke her own poetry entitled, ‘ God’s Reality Poet’. One could hear a pin drop
as Tondra Miller read her autobiography, ‘Life is a Journey’.
You may be asking, how all that happen on a very short day? Simply answered— when Fran Leanza and
Angela Fielding get together, magic happens!!
The 36 women in attendance remain ever so grateful to ALL who helped make the Magic Happen.

Curling Champs
by Karen Gill

It seems like during the recent Winter Olympics, everyone was
talking about the sport of curling. It was the hip thing to discuss.
It seems that a group of curlers from Shaker Heights did more
than just talk recently, as the women's team representing the
Cleveland Skating Club won the gold medal at the 2018 USA
Curling Arena National Championships in Salt Lake City, Utah.

wins

The CSC team was led by Kathryn Mercer, at skip; Carole
Negus, at third; R ebecca Storey, at second; and Elizabeth Feighan, as lead. The CSC team started off the tournament in strong fashion, topping the host Utah team, 13-3. The
local team finished the round-robin-style tournament with six

and one loss, ultimately beating the Kansas City team to win it all. The win marks CSC's first national title.
Former Utah governor and one-time Presidential candidate Mitt Romney threw out the ceremonial first stone
at the Utah Olympic Oval to kick off the tourney, which took place from May 1-6.
CSC is one of only two USA Curling clubs in northeast Ohio. Its season starts in September and continues
through March. Each year, CSC holds a large curling tournament that includes teams from across the U.S.
and Canada.
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Calling Dr. Google:
Using the Internet for
Health Information
by Nurse Debbie Cornelius

An internet search has proven beneficial for many of our modern day needs. 60% of Americans have gone
online at least once for healthcare information. But be aware that when accessing this information on the
web, there can be pitfalls to watch for and avoid.
Search engine results are random and it is difficult to know which of the hundreds of possibilities will be reliable. Look for research-based and data backed advice. Avoid blog sites and testimonials. Although they may
be relatable to some of us, not everyone has the same symptoms or treatment outcomes. Information on
drug or insurance company websites can be swayed in their favor. Sites offering miracle cures can prey on a
persons’ vulnerability during a medical crisis. It is also good to avoid sites with a lot of advertising, as these
sites’ content can be edited to meet the agenda of the advertisers. Do not share personal demographic or
financial information, as it may be sold or misused.
Reliable or trustworthy sites will offer their contact information, current, complete information and list the
resources where they obtained the information. Your doctor can help to determine the quality of health information websites. They will generally include federal government websites (.gov), large professional organizations (.org, .com), well known medical schools (.edu, .com) and disease specific sites (.org, .com).
Good non-government sites will show a red and blue HONcode emblem, indicating that the site is credible
and certified by the Health on the Net organization.
Be cautious of apps or links to a “symptom checker”, as these may only give a few general, most common
options for illness and injury. They could possibly overlook a more serious illness.
Symptom checker Quiz:
Symptom: Shoulder Pain
A. Dislocated shoulder B. Osteoarthritis C. Heart Disease D. Gallbladder Disease E. All of the above
ANSWER: E Gallbladder and heart disease both can cause a “referred pain” to the shoulder, indicating a
moderate to severe change in the disease. A and B were found on a basic symptom checker search; C and D
were found in an advanced search.
With a few exceptions (cold and flu symptoms, etc.), healthcare consumers should not use online information to self-diagnose or treat a medical problem. Learning more about a disease or illness is a good use,
after diagnosis. Use internet information in partnership with a trusted healthcare practitioner. For more information on accessing quality healthcare information on the web, check these website offerings:
Healthy Web Surfing- www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/healthywebsurfing.html and Evaluating Health
Info- www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/webeval/webeval.hotmail.
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July Birthdays!

June Birthdays!
2nd

Jean Britton

2nd

Carol DeFlorentis

4th

John Currier

9th

Meredeth Shelly

14th

Frances Leanza

16th

Sandra Bronoff

19th

Claude Kennard

22nd

Laura Preston

29th

Delesia Robinson

29th

Cheryl Spahr

30th

Frank Marino

Happy Birthday!

Tower Tidings will be on a
summer hiatus for the
month of July.

FBC family, some of our fellow members are hurting.
Some are struggling after a break-up. Some are grieving the loss of a loved one. Others are struggling with
depression. Whatever your struggle, you’re not alone.
Lean on God. He hears you. Trust Him. Remember in
your pain to “trust in the Lord with all your heart and do
not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths
straight”.
FBC offers Stephen Ministers who can assist you.
Stephen Ministry is a free, confidential
individual support.
Contract Mari Schroeder Jenkins at 216.543.1830 or
Pastor Burris or visit our website for more information.

2nd

Dan Mizener

2nd

Elizabeth Park

3rd

Dalia Zemaityle

4th

Marti Barbins

6th

Evon Gocan

8th

Eduardo Abreu

8th

Yan Ling

9th

Tamara Turner

14th

Summer Watterson Junk

16th

Charlotte Bull

19th

Margaret Fuller

20th

Nan Leibold

22nd

Amy Hise

22nd

Sunny Onyeacholem

24th

Betty Daniels

25th

Gentrias Farmer

25th

Barbara Walker

26th

Jessica Chapman Martinez

28th

Hannah Gordon

28th

Tia Melton

30th

Richard Anderson

30th

Clint Evans

31st

Alex Cicco

31st

Kyle Kidd
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Shaker Heights, OH 44118
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Thanks for prompt delivery!

Children’s Center 216.371.9394
Church Office 216.932.7480
Fax 216.932.8554
firstbaptistcleveland.org
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland

2018 FBC Lay Leadership
Moderator: K im K idd-Collins
Vice Moderator: Tony P eebles
Treasurer: R alph Hise
Clerk: Tam m y Gordon
Children's Center: Frank M arino
Communication & Outreach: Angela Fielding

Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,
Communications

Discipleship: Suzanne Blum

Discipleship Classes, Children's Ministry,
Youth Ministry, Covenant Groups

Fellowship and Nurture: I ris Goins

Stephen Ministry, Deacons,
New Member Orientation

Serving in Ministry
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor
Betty Meyers, Associate Music Director
Matt Rizer, Interim Director of Music
Dr. Mary Jo Odom-Dull, Director of Christian Education
Minister Jae Williams, Director of Youth Ministries
Carly Marino, Director of Children’s Ministries
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Administrator
Greg Beckner, Web Designer/Marketing
Margo Jerome, Accountant

Stewardship: Dan M izener

Tower Tidings Staff
Editors: Star K nuck les, K regg B urris, Jeff Gordon

Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica Chapm anMartinez

Thank You! to the m any volunteers w ho help
assemble the Tower Tidings mailing each month!

Property and Finance, Stewardship
Campaign, Endowment and Audit

Worship and Fine Arts: G. M ichael Sk erritt

Summer Hiatus for July Tower Tidings Only
Please submit articles or news via e-mail to Star Knuckles:
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org

