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FBC Remembers an Icon...

Dr. Robert “Bob” Schneider
April 17, 1952—March 6, 2018
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Kregg’s Korner

“Driven to encourage and support people in their search for a
deeper personal relationship with Jesus Christ.”

Where there is devotional music, God is always at hand
with His gracious presence. ~ J.S. Bach
It’s hard to put into words the wide range of emotions
which rush through the mind when you lose someone you
love. Robert Schneider was very much loved here at First
Baptist of Greater Cleveland. Having been a vital part of the
worship for twenty five years, Bob’s influence on the church
was both unmistakable as well as impressive. While maintaining a fulltime teaching position at Shaker High School,
the hours that Bob put into our worship program usually
equated to another fulltime job.
Christmas and Easter are seasons full of music. The hours
put into our special programs both in planning, preparation,
and practice were manifest in the glorious presentation of
every program. Bob was wonderful in bringing these elements together with talented individuals, great music and
the hard work to make each program special. Another
busy time of the year revolved around the Happy Ending
Lyric Players annual production. Bob worked long hours to
bring the music to life. This typically would consume his
schedule but he loved it and enjoyed being part of the
wonder of musical theater.
Having known Bob for only two years, I am humbled to
have been given the opportunity to work with him. With
extraordinary talent and ability with a constant drive to
excellence, Bob demonstrated the virtues of kindness and
gentleness bathed in humility. My office sits at the north
end of the sanctuary. Whenever the organ is being played
I can hear it quite distinctly. Bob would come to practice
for service, concerts and special programs and I would be
able to enjoy a mini concert of my own. With his amazing
gift, practice didn’t seem necessary to me but for the master there was always areas to explore and improve.
Last winter, Bob was given a much deserved sabbatical rest
which he enjoyed in Florida. There he attended many different churches to get a feeling for what other churches
were doing. He came back excited and reinvigorated. Having retired from his responsibilities at Shaker, he wanted to
try new things here at the church. Over this past summer,
we experimented with our worship service in our “together
in worship” unified service. On one of the special days, we
worshipped on the front lawn, on another we wore mismatched clothing. Bob jumped in with enthusiasm and
eagerness to make the services memorable.

About two weeks before Bob’s fateful trip to Europe, we
sat out together under the shade of the umbrella panels in
the courtyard of the church to plan the fall worship schedule. He had several ideas that he wished to inject into our
traditional worship service. He laid out his plans projected
out for the year ahead. (I would like to offer a special
works of appreciation to Betty Meyers for following his
plans.) In this, Bob was about to enter into a new chapter
of his life post retirement.

It is hard to accept that God in his infinite wisdom and sovereignty would call Bob to his eternal home at this important point in his life. Yet, as it says in 2 Corinthians 5:7,
“we live by faith and not by sight.” And in this we take our
comfort and even our confidence that there is a master
plan to our life. God, the great composer, has written the
score for each of us. The length of the music is not the
most important aspect of the art. It is the artistry and passion placed within each score that makes a work timeless.
Bob’s life will forever be a testament to his faith and his
love for others. His passing comes in the midst of our season preparation for Easter. We find our comfort in the
promises of God’s Word of eternal life with our glorious
God and loving Savior Jesus the Christ.

Because we know that the one who raised the Lord
Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and
present us with you to himself. All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more
people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory
of God. Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly, we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is
seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
2 Cor. 4:14-18
With a joyful, but heavy heart,
Rev. Dr. Kregg Burris
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Reflections On a Good Man
by Mike Skerritt

“Michael!” I recognized the inflection in that voice, like that of my late
mother, who used that tone when I was a youngster, usually in trouble.
But now it was 1993 so I turned to see who was calling me. Barbara Hise
was standing directly behind me.
“Michael, I know you have been interviewing candidates for Choir Director
and Organist. But don’t you dare make a decision without interviewing Bob
Schneider of Shaker Heights High School.”
Barbara is perhaps one of the most knowledgeable musical minds there is.
So, when she suggests something in that official high school teacher voice,
you are better off following her advice. Thus, the late Kent Daniels, cochair of the Chancel Choir Search Committee in 1993, and with at least two
pretty good candidates already auditioned, and I contacted Bob and arranged an audition.
The rest is, as they say, history! A twenty-five year history like none other
at First Baptist! Twenty-five years of making great music, of pushing the
envelope on what is accepted church music practice. Twenty-five years of
thinking outside the box, such as participating in hymn festivals, mounting
multi-church choir performances of major oratorios with full orchestras
such as Mendelssohn’s Elijah and Verdi’s Requiem, and of powerful musical
theater such as Les Misérables and Evita!
And always with that twinkle in those baby blue eyes, and the nonthreatening kick in the pants we sometimes needed.
Now Bob has taken his leave of us and gone back home to the Lord. How
do we now get along without him? Where will we get that energy he so
selflessly shared with us, even after working at Shaker Heights High School
all day? When will we again look helplessly at new music that he somehow
transforms into the ordinary and making the choir look good? When will
we see a commanding arm rise above the music rack on the organ to conduct the choir while his other hand and both feet are making that instrument sing?
The bottom line is that First Baptist will find new forms of all these things
because our experience with Bob has taught us never to accept anything
less.
While still in incredible pain at his leaving and knowing that there will always be only one Bob Schneider, we
are committed to continuing his legacy of high standards and expertise, elegant performance, good humor,
and kind-heartedness. None of us ever want to think of him watching from above in disappointment because
we are not as committed to whoever takes his place as we were to him and to the gifts he brought to our
church family.
We have already demonstrated that we are able to share Bob’s legacy with others as we’ve felt our way forward under the able and expert direction of Betty Meyers who is every bit as committed to Bob’s legacy as anyone else. We are on a journey together into a new era tinged with both sorrow and gratitude for who Bob
was and who he still is in our hearts.
Miss his smile? Miss his laugh? Miss his patience? Miss his spirituality? Miss his energy? Yes, we will all
these things for as long as we live. Yet the very thought of these things will make us smile a bit and energize
us to continue the path he set out for us over twenty-five wonderful years. What a blessing he has been to us
individually, and to this great church. And will continue to be. THANK YOU, BOB! WE LOVE YOU!
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Robert Schneider was the Director of Music and
Organist of The First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
in Cleveland, Ohio. For 32 years he was the Chair of the
Music Department and Director of Choirs with the Shaker
Heights City Schools in Shaker Heights, Ohio.
A graduate of the Baldwin Wallace College Conservatory
of Music in Berea, Ohio, he earned the Master of Music
degree from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois
and the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in organ performance from the Cleveland Institute of Music. His graduate work included a study at the Academia di Musica
Italiana per Organo in Pistoia, Italy. He is a recipient of
the Yale University Distinguished Music Educator Award.
Dr. Schneider performed around the world as a conductor and organist with performances in St.
Peter’s Basilica in Rome, St. Mark’s Basilica in Venice, Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, the Duomo in
Florence, St. Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna, Cambridge University, England, the
Esztergom Basilica in Hungary and the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in China.
Bob was President of The Musart Society of the Cleveland Museum of Art, and Arts Renaissance
Tremont and a Past-Dean of the Cleveland Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.
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Happy Ending Lyric Players—H.E.L.P.
Still a Great Idea 43 Years Later!
In the fall of 1975 James Shrader, then Music Director and tenor soloist of the First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland’s Chancel Choir, decided to produce a dinner theater package at the church that included performances of The Fantasticks featuring church members and close friends with excellent musical and theatrical talent. Hugely successful, the production was invited to perform at the Mentor Inn and the Westshore
Unitarian Church. The rest is history!
Very soon after the close of The Fantasticks the cast got together and decided to form an official theater
group to be separate from, but housed within, the First Baptist Church. The spring 1976 production of
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown was the first production for the newly formed Happy Ending Lyric Players
and was again a huge success.
The acronym of the Happy Ending Lyric Players is HELP, selected because in 1976 the newly formed theater
group needed all the “help” it could get, particularly financially. The founders knew that the budget for The
Fantasticks of only $24.75 would never be adequate for more ambitious productions. So solicitations for patrons and sponsors along with opportunities for advertisements in the programs were initiated with great
success. In its 43 year history the HELP productions have not cost First Baptist a dime while bringing hundreds of theater patrons to the Heights area each year. Of course use of the facility rent free was a significant contributor to HELP’s success.
HELP has received many acknowledgements over the years. It’s production of the operetta Die Freischutz
(The Poacher) won an award from Cleveland Magazine early in HELP’s history. The 2014 production of Les
Miserables received resolutions from the city councils of Shaker Heights and Warrensville Heights, recognizing the contributions that HELP provides to citizens of surrounding communities.
Early in its infancy HELP began to produce a wide range of music and theatre including grand opera, operetta, Broadway, drama and comedy. An annual HELP Arts Festival was initiated in 1978 and in addition to its
theater production it included a Visual Arts Show, and a Choral Concert. An annual Madrigal Feast was added to the theater repertoire soon after which featured a delicious dinner, medieval music, and a king and his
queen (usually the pastor of First Baptist and his wife), and a royal court with jester, jugglers, etc.
Musical accompaniment to its annual musical productions has expanded from a simple piano to 20 plus piece
orchestras, greatly enriching the theatrical experience. Two HELP productions were presented in the beautiful Gothic sanctuary of the church.
The visual arts are now on display year-round in the church’s Fairmount Gallery, and choral concerts are
scheduled several times a year. But HELP productions continue each spring.
In April 2018 HELP will present The Hunchback of Notre Dame, a new musical based on both Victor Hugo’s
book and Walt Disney’s 1996 movie of the same name. The orchestral accompaniment will be provided by
the Chagrin Studio Orchestra, a 32 piece ensemble under the direction of Steve Eva that regularly performs
at the Chagrin Valley Little Theatre and the Hermit Club in downtown Cleveland.
Not all shows that have been produced by the Happy Ending Lyric Players actually have a happy ending.
Picture Tevye at the end of Fiddler on the Roof being driven with his family from his homeland in Anatevka,
Russia, or the students in Les Miserables being mowed down by French soldiers. However, there are examples of love, kindness, hope and redemption in virtually every show ever written, making all of them eligible
under the auspices of The Happy Ending Lyric Players!
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H.E.L.P. Productions
1976-2018
Fantasticks

The Four Poster

You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown

Fiddler on the Roof

We Must Kill Toni

Camelot

Cosi Fan Tutti

Oklahoma

The Rainmaker

Brigadoon

The Mousetrap

The Student Prince

Merry Widow

Les Miserables

The Music Man

Soon River Anthology

Sound of Music

My Three Angels

King and I

Susanna

My Fair Lady

Progress May Have Been All Right Once,
But It Went On Too Long

Annie

The Poacher

Show Boat

Cinderella

Mame

God’s Favorite

The Pirates of Penzance

Once Upon A Mattress

The Pajama Game

The Grand Duchess of Gerolstein

The Wizard of Oz

The Lion in Winter

Oliver

EVITA

HMS Pinafore

Cold Storage

South Pacific

The Gondoliers

Fiddler on the Roof

Hansel and Gretel

Inherit the Wind

Little Mary Sunshine

Guys and Dolls

Luther

West Side Story

The Beautiful Galatea

Les Miserables

The Cat Who Turned Into a Woman

Damn Yankees

A Fiesta in Madrid

EVITA

Trials and Tribulations

Beauty and the Beast

Something’s Afoot

Guys and Dolls

The Hunchback of
Notre Dame

April 2018

7

What Makes a Monster and
What Makes a Man?
The Chagrin Falls Studio Orchestra has been prepping, the set is being built, the choir has been rehearsing,
and the cast and crew are blocking the scenes. Our beautiful sanctuary is being transformed into the Notre
Dame Cathedral. The bells of Notre Dame are coming to First Baptist!
Transformation is a central theme of this show. The story begins with the people of Paris and the clergy being fearful of those who are different. They shun them, exile them, threaten them, and hide them away.
Those in power have the ability to label those who are not; in fact it’s the opening riddle. “What makes a
monster and what makes a man?” Will the people of Paris and the clergy have a change of heart? Will
those they thought of as monsters be seen as men? Together we will journey back to 16th century Paris to
find the answer.

The Hunchback of Notre Dame opens April 13th and will close April 22nd. Tickets are available on the

church website or you can purchase at the door. If you’d like to be a show sponsor, place an advertisement
in the program, or help during the run please contact Jane Pernicone or Kelley Pernicone.
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Youth Page
On behalf of the entire Youth department, we send our deepest condolences to the
family of Dr. Robert Schneider “Dr. Bob”. You will never be forgotten!
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Hero Headquarters age ranges from Infant to 5th grade
Our Heroes Headquarters Theme for the month of April is Adventures in PATIENCE!
WE WILL EXPLORE: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN PEACE AND GOD’S CHARACTER,
AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY
God is patient. Why? Well, because God is in control and He knows how the story ends. Because of Jesus’
sacrifice, we know how the story ends, too. Because of Jesus, WE CAN WAIT. We can trust that God is in
control. We can have hope that things will work out in the end. And we can be patient because we know all
that God has done. Patience is a reflection of the character of God.
Learning Objectives:
 Students will define and learn about PATIENCE a fruit of the spirit
 Students will explore the need for patience
 Students will explore how patience is shown throughout the Bible
Bible Reading:
April 1—The Easter Story - JESUS IS ALIVE!
April 8—Hannah Prays for a Baby: 1 Samuel 1:6–2:1—When you think you can’t wait, talk to God about it.
April 15—A Patience Proverb: Proverbs 14:29—When you think you can’t wait, keep your cool.
April 22—Golden Calf: Exodus 32:1-35—When you think you can’t wait, think about what’s true.
April 29—Esau’s Impatience: Genesis 25:24–34—When you think you can’t wait, think twice.
April Memory Verse – Wait for the Lord, be strong and don’t lose hope. Wait for the Lord. Psalm 27:14
Our monthly challenge encourages the following action items:
1. Practice Patience
2. Smile Daily
3. Read Your Bible

I believe that a trusting attitude and a patient attitude go hand in hand. You see, when you let go and
learn to trust God, it releases joy in your life. And when you trust God, you're able to be more patient.
Patience is not just about waiting for something... it's about how you wait, or your attitude while waiting.
- Joyce Meyer
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Preschool Roof to Be Replaced
Weather permitting, a long-awaited project to completely replace the roof over the Children’s Center, Portico
and Wheaton Center is scheduled to begin mid-April. The project will replace all the shingled areas with
shingles that match the sanctuary roof. The large flat roof over the Portico will also be removed and
replaced with a tough, heat-welded membrane roof. The roof was last replaced in the mid-1980’s and with
the effects of age, is leaking in several places. The new roof will come with a 30 year warrantee. The work
is being done by Parkhill Roofing of Euclid, Ohio. There may be some minor disruption to the Portico entry
while the project is in process.
The $120,000 cost of the project has been made possible, in large part, through a charitable gift annuity
created by Art Fullmer several years prior to his death. We have been blessed by the arrangements Art
made to include the church in his estate planning. If you are interested in knowing more about how estate
planning can benefit you in life and leave a legacy following your death, please contact Mike Skerritt or
Jeff Gordon through the church office, 216.932.7480.

FAITH IN ACTION SUNDAY
JUNE 3, 2018
A note of thanks to the wonderful bakers at

Service projects: 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM, picnic
lunch 12:30-2:00

Thank you for the donation of 20 dozen home
baked cookies for our retreat at the Trumbull
County State Prison!

Information and sign-up sheets will be
available in Swasey Tower on May 6

These cookies are a valuable tool in this ministry because they draw eager residents to a
group of Christian men who are guided by our
motto, listen, listen love, love.

Plan to be a part of the action as we work
together in service to others.

FBCGC!

This is my fourth weekend and in each week
the Holy Spirit moves in powerful ways.
We loaded up 2700 dozen onto a trailer which
went to the prison. Please continue to pray for
the Kairos Ministry and life changing impact on
the residents and guards at the prison.
Brian Broadbent

Mid-Morning Adult Bible StudyWednesdays at 11 to noon
Join Us In The Fireside Room!

Thank You!
Special thanks to everyone at First Baptist who shared
my 80th birthday with me Sunday, March 4 after
church. I will remember that Sunday as one of the
most meaningful days of my life. To share this milestone at a party of so many of my special First Baptist
friends, plus some members of my family,
was an incredible experience.
First Baptist will always have a special place in my
heart, and represents a significant and important part
in defining who I am as a Christian and a human being.
God willing, I hope we are all still around to celebrate
my 90th! Thank you so much! Mike Skerritt
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April Birthdays!
2nd

Marla Evans

4th

Virginia Alt

7th

Shaina Brewer

7th

Lois Krajcovic

8th

James Brightup

8th

James Shelley

9th

Barbara Baus

11th

John Negus

12th

Ashlie Dyer

13th

Sarah Gray Murphy

13th

Lavinia Raffoul

David Chapman at 440.543.2895 or his cell 440.503.3390
Nancy Wheaton at 216.321.4812 or her cell 216.218.5699
We will be happy to answer any question or concerns….

13th

Phyllis Ruppert

15th

Leslie Brown

Don’t miss this opportunity!

17th

Sarah True

17th

Algo Stanard

20th

Julie Stern

22nd

Francina Cardwell

23rd

Melvin Garthrite

23rd

Lissy Gulick

24th

Gwen Dyer

26th

Jennifer Bopple

27th

Joan Parajon

What a blessing to know that “every word of God is perfect.
He is like a shield to those who trust in Him.
He keeps them safe” Proverbs 30:5 NIRV

27th

Laura Parajon

28th

Mary Jo Odom-Dull

Stephen Ministry offers free confidential one on one support.

29th

James Knauf

If you could use this unique service,
contact Mari Schroeder Jenkins at (216) 543-1830
or Pastor Burris or visit our church website for more information.

30th

Vincent Tillman

The Mission and Social Concern Cluster are looking for people who might
be interested in joining our team to Nicaragua this summer.
Our dates are June 29—July 8
The cost will be about $1700 which includes the following:
Airfare, room and board, in country travel, a great short term missionaries
health/life insurance plan and all the beans and rice you can eat!
We will find a way to provide some scholarship monies or perhaps
someone would be able to sponsor a youth.
Time is getting short, so if you are interested
in more information please contact:

Ah Lord God! Behold, you have made the heavens and the earth
by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is
too difficult for you—Jeremiah 32:17 NASB

Happy Birthday!
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2018 FBC Lay Leadership
Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins
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Treasurer: Ralph Hise
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Margo Jerome, Accountant
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