August 2016

1

November 2016

Tower Tidings
The First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Cleveland, OH
Permit 4026

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: November 1, 2016
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Office 216.932.7480
Children’s Center 216.371.9394
Fax 216.932.8554
firstbaptistcleveland.org
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland

2016 FBC Lay Leadership
Moderator: Victor Bull
Vice Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins
Treasurer: Ralph Hise
Clerk: Julie Mizener
Children's Center: Martha Lant
Communication & Outreach: Lynne Liu

Greeters, Welcome Center,
Marketing, Communications
Discipleship: Suzanne Blum

Discipleship Classes
Children's Ministry, Youth Ministry,
Covenant Groups
Fellowship and Nurture: Tina DeBlaey-Cicco

Stephen Ministry, Deacons,
New Member Orientation
Missions & Social Concerns: Tamara Turner
Stewardship: Tony Peebles

Property and Finance, Stewardship
Campaign, Endowment and Audit
Worship and Fine Arts: G. Michael Skerritt

The Next Tower Tidings Deadline: NOVEMBER 15
The next issue will be mailed: November 28, 2016
Please submit articles or news via e-mail to Star Knuckles:
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org

FBC Church Office Staff
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor/Church Administrator
Minister Jae Williams, Director of Youth Ministries
Dr. Robert Schneider, Director of Music and Organist
Betty Meyers, Associate Director of Music
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center
Jeff Chaney, Children’s Director
Margo Jerome, Accountant
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Administrator
Greg Beckner, Graphic Designer
Afi Scruggs, Social Media and Communications
Tower Tidings Staff
Editors: Star Knuckles, Kregg Burris
Proof Readers: Star Knuckles, Afi Scruggs, Kregg Burris
Thank You! to the many volunteers who help assemble
the Tower Tidings mailing each month!

This Issue at a Glance ~
2 Pastor’s Page

6 Sharing Christmas Gifts cont.

3 Congregational Health Corner

7 Youth Page

4 Dynamic Duo

8 FBC Summer Updates; Worship & Arts Cluster

5 Sharing Christmas Gifts

9 Meeting Homeless; Events; November Birthdays

2
2

August
2016
November
2016

“Driven to encourage and support people
in their search for deeper personal
relationship with Jesus Christ.”
3630 Fairmount Boulevard, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44118
Rev. Dr. Kregg Franklin Burris, Senior Pastor

A recent poll taken by Monmouth University
states 70% of respondents believe that this election cycle has brought out the worst in people.
It found an across-the-board belief that the presidential race has had a negative impact on most
everyone: 78% of Democrats; 65% of Republicans; and 66% of independents. Even 7% of
the respondents report that individuals have lost
or ended friendships over this years contest.
The rhetoric has been outrageous and the charges going back-and-forth have been enough for
many to question our electoral process. The end
of one election cycle coincides with the beginning of the next. Elections in other democratic
nations are shorter and far less expensive. I
wonder if we somehow lost the concept that anyone could grow up to be president? I pray not.

has made us both one and has broken down in his
flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the
law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that
he might create in himself one new man in place of
the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby
defeating hostility.” Ephesians 2:14-16 ESV
As we come to the end of a divisive election season,
we find ourselves entering two of the most beautiful
seasons in our country — Thanksgiving and Christmas. At the core of these celebrations can be found
a spirit of gratitude and generosity. These are matters of both the spirit and the heart and are the essential nature to bringing about healing. In his article,
“4 Teachings of Jesus That His Followers (almost)
Never Take Seriously”, Brandan Robertson highlights
our need to follow Jesus as peacemakers.

I also pray that we’ve not gone so far from a civil
respect for others that hatred exhibited would
constitute a new normal. American politics has
had times of conflict and division, but it has also
had its shining moments when the nation comes
together to solve the problems facing her people. We would be a stronger nation if we saw
each other as fellow Americans and strove to
work together across political divides. Am I a
dreamer?

“My prayer is that we would all turn our faces towards our risen Savior and seek to selflessly follow
his commands. I am convinced that the Jesus’ way is
the only way that will heal our broken world. I am
convinced that the whole earth is groaning as it waits
for men and women to take of their crosses and follow in the way of redemption. I am convinced that
when we follow Jesus, the power of God will flow
through us in an unprecedented and miraculous way
that will bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”

As a Christian leader, my desire is to bring people together. The message of Jesus, known as
the Gospel, has at its core a passion to draw
people to God and to each other. Jesus was
clearly a revolutionary thinker who challenged
the seemingly natural idea of retribution. Rather
than vengeance, Jesus commanded forgiveness
(Mt. 18:22). Instead of the pagan ideals of
strength and power, Jesus offered the Christian
ideals of humility and meekness (Mt. 5:5). Jesus
went so far as to demand that His disciples love
their enemies (Mt. 5:44).

As followers of Jesus, we are the hope for the world
to bring people to Jesus. Let me close with a quote
from one of my professors, Scott McKnight.

As a follower of Jesus, we are to strive to be
peacemakers always reaching out to unite rather
than destroy. “For he himself is our peace, who

“Those who aren’t following Jesus, aren’t his followers. It’s that simple. Followers follow, and those who
don’t follow aren’t followers. To follow Jesus means
to follow Jesus into a society where justice rules,
where love shapes everything. To follow Jesus means
to take up his dream and work for it.”
In Christ,
Kregg F. Burris, Rev. Dr.
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Meeting the Homeless
Where They Are
by Delesia Robinson

Plans do not always turn out as we intended. We often forget
that God is in control. An article published in the Chicago Tribune by reporter Toni Briscoe on February 29, 2016, told a story
of a homeless young college student currently living in a tent
beneath an uptown overpass in the city of Chicago with her
husband and stepfather. We learned that Latia Crockett-Holder
has been homeless for much of her life. She is currently attending MacCormac College and studying criminal justice. At the
close of the inspirational article Latia is quoted as saying,
“We’re moving off the streets.”
When I read the initial article on the Internet, I was compelled
to help in some small way so I contacted Toni Briscoe who sent
me to the community outreach coordinator of MacCormac College. I was then able to speak with Latia, who welcomed the
assistance from PADS and sent me her phone number.
Believing everything I read, (LOL) I assumed that she was now
living in a comfortable new home. When I texted her to see
where could I deliver the items, she texted me back, “UNDER
THE LAWRENCE BRIDGE.” Having never been to Chicago, this
was going to be interesting. My husband, Darryl, and I
planned the trip to Chicago the week of April 10. This was our
first official mission trip. We had the pleasure of meeting Latia
and provided her with the products from PADS. In addition,
we visited her school, her home (two tents), and attended a
fund raiser to help raise scholarship money for students at her
college. She was very grateful and remains hopeful that she
will soon have a two-bedroom apartment. God is in control.

For more information about PADS, please visit
prideamongdaughters.org, or follow us on Facebook, donate
via PayPal or make checks payable to PADS.

In this outreach program, you are
asked to think “inside the box”
through simple shoe boxes packed
with gifts, necessities, toys, hard
candy, hand-written notes and
pictures that connect you with a
child. Your gift may be the very first
present a child has ever received.
Operation Christmas Child is the world’s largest children’s
Christmas project, having hand-delivered 100 million boxes to children in more than 122 countries. Operation
Christmas Child is one of the many ministries of Samaritan’s Purse, an International Christian Relief organization..
www.samartianspurse.org

November Birthdays!
2nd

Sharon Anderson

3rd

Mark Demio

4th

Rebecca Chapman

6th

Alta Daugherty

8th

Williams Daugherty

9th

Kevin Case

10th

Dona Sutherin

11th

Sharon Borders

13th

Theofil Lant

17th

Luis Martinez

21st

Martha Lant

23th

Vincent Demio

25th

Thomas Chaney

26th

Frank Frierson

26th

Betty Meyers

27th

Carmen Robinson

28th

Marilyn Eisele

28th

Laura Fox

29th

Tondra Miller

Happy Birthday!
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Summer Maintenance and Updates
Keep the Church Humming Along!
Our maintenance team – Steve, Ed and Mercedes - have been
busy this summer, but most of their work has probably gone
unnoticed. Summer maintenance tends to focus on the outside of
the building, taking care of those things that can’t be done in cold
winter months. Several weeks were spent stripping or scraping
window frames, replacing rotting wood trim, and applying two
fresh coats of paint – particularly around the Children’s Center
and on the bay windows in Wheaton Center. A new fence was
installed near the trash dumpsters to hide an unsightly storage
area, and peeling paint in the balcony of the sanctuary was
stripped and repainted. Restoration work was done to walls in
one of the organ chambers, and our largest storage room was
upgraded to provide more storage space. Our thanks go out to
Austin Hise, who led the storage area project to fulfill
requirements for attaining the rank of Eagle Scout.
One highlight this summer was the installation of Time Warner
cable broadband, allowing staff and visitors to access the Internet
Steve Rosen rewiring the chandelier in Swasey Foyer at speeds up to 17 times faster than before – a huge relief to the
staff at both the Church and the Center.

Worship and Fine Arts Cluster
Cluster Fair

by Mike Skerritt

On Sunday, October 16 First Baptist’s Council sponsored a “Cluster Fair” after each service in Spahr Center. The fair offered an opportunity for each of the clusters of the church to exhibit their activities in order to educate members and
friends about the activities for which each cluster is responsible, and to invite members and friends to participate in future activities of the cluster.
The Worship and Fine Arts Cluster members prepared a beautiful display designed to inform people about elements of
the FBC music program; the Bell Choir; the Chancel Choir; the Praise Team; the Happy Ending Lyric Players (next up –
“Beauty and the Beast!”; the proposed European Music Tour; Rock of Faith Concert; and the annual “Back to Broadway”
Music Fund fundraiser. Visitors to the cluster display were encouraged to volunteer to be Worship Leaders in either or
both Sunday worship services as scripture readers, offertory prayers, and/or other elements that are traditionally done by
lay leadership. Members of the cluster were very pleased at the number of visitors to the table and the number of people who signed up for participation in the upcoming events. As the 2016-2017 season progresses, volunteers will be notified about opportunities to help so that they can participate in the activities for which they expressed an interest.

Worship Leadership

Some 35 years ago, Senior Pastor Gil Hellwig asked me to lead the Call to Worship and Lord’s Prayer in the Sunday service, and I panicked! Getting up in front of people as an amateur actor had not been a particularly difficult problem for
me, but to lead a Call to Worship and a lead into the Lord’s Prayer in front of the whole congregation, and in front of
God, that was scary. But Gil encouraged me and actually wouldn’t take “No” for an answer. I spent about 20 hours that
week working something up, and I got through it, somehow. While I was relieved, I also felt a special pride that I was
able to support the worship of the God I love so dearly.
Today there are so many resources to draw on that weren’t available to me 35 years ago. Just type in “prayers” or “call
to worship” in your computer search engine and you will be amazed at the number of online sources there are to draw
from. Even our church hymnal has a section with suggested prayers for various topics. And the cluster has come up
with suggested formats that, if followed, can make the lay leader look like a real professional.
BUT, we need more volunteers! It gets boring when the same people do it every week. It is a very rewarding experience that will change a routine Sunday for you into an especially rewarding experience!
If you would like to try Reading Scripture, Praying over the Collection, Leading the Call to Worship and/or the Lord’s
Prayer in either or both services, please see me, Kelley Pernicone, Jae Williams or Jeff Gordon. We would love to have
you on the team! You will feel that special glow that comes from worshiping God in a special way.
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Congregational Health Corner

by Nurse Debbie

Calling Dr. Google:
Using the Internet for Health Information
This is an encore presentation of a very relevant
medical trend in our society. Education is a very
effective tool to assist the healthcare consumer
navigate the overwhelming glut of Internet
information.
An Internet search has proven beneficial for many
of our modern day needs. Sixty percent of Americans have gone online at least once for healthcare
information. But be aware that when accessing
this information on the web, there can be pitfalls.
Search engine results are random and it is difficult
to know which of the hundreds of possibilities will
be reliable. Look for research-based and databacked advice. Avoid blog bites and testimonials.
Although they may be relatable to some of us, not
everyone has the same symptoms or treatment
outcomes.
Information on drug or insurance company websites can be swayed in their favor. Sites offering
miracle cures can prey on a person’s vulnerability
during a medical crisis. It is also good to avoid
sites with a lot of advertising, as these sites’ content can be edited to meet the agenda of the advertisers. Do not share personal demographic or
financial information, as it may be sold or
misused.
Reliable or trustworthy sites will offer their contact
information, and list the resources where they obtained the information. Your doctor can help to
determine the quality of health information websites. They will generally include federal government websites (.gov), large professional organizations (.org, .com), well known medical schools
(.edu, .com) and disease specific sites (.org,
.com).

Good non-government sites will show a red and blue
HONcode emblem, indicating that the site is credible
and certified by the Health or the Net organization.
Be cautious of apps or links to a “symptom checker”,
as these may only give a few general, most common
options for illness and injury. You could possibly
overlook a more serious illness.
Symptom Checker Quiz: Symptom: Shoulder Pain:
a) Dislocated Shoulder b) Osteoarthritis c) Heart
Disease d) Gallbladder Disease e) All of the above
ANSWER: Gallbladder and heart disease both can
cause a “referred pain” to the shoulder, indicating a
moderate to severe change in the disease. A and B
were found on a basic symptom checker search; C and
D were found by a more in-depth search.
With a few exceptions (cold and flu symptoms, etc.),
healthcare consumers should not use online information to self-diagnose or treat a medical problem.
Trust your medical practitioner’s judgment; don’t expect them to use your “online diagnosis” Learning
more about a disease or illness is a good use of
credible Internet data, but only after diagnosis.
Use Internet information in partnership with a trusted
healthcare practitioner. For more information on
accessing quality healthcare information on the web,
check these website offerings:
Healthy Web Surfing- www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/
healthywebsurfing.html
Evaluating Health Info- www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/
webeval/webeval.hotmail.

4

August 2016
November

The First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland’s

DYNAMIC DUO!

August 2016
November
2016

Youth Page
Support the Youth 10th Annual
Christmas Tree Fund Raiser!

Dr. Robert Schneider and Betty Meyers in
Duo Organ ~ Piano Recital
Sunday, November 20, 2016 at 1:30 PM
First Baptist’s staff musicians offer a program of music for two pianos, piano and organ, and two people
(four hands, four feet!) on the organ, as well as music for solo piano and organ.
The program will include Mozart’s Sonata in D for Two Pianos KV 448, This Little Light of Mine arranged
by Mark Hayes, The Grand Aria by Demarest and Tempo di Ballo by Karg-Elert for piano and organ and
two person organ work Fanfare and Tuckets by Myron Roberts.
Lunch for $5 per person will be available in Bell Dining Room between worship and the recital.
A Free Will Offering will be taken.

We are now accepting applications for
Christmas Tree Lot workers!
Must be able to work in cold weather; lots of
lifting is required. $10/hr. ~ Contact Jae:
216-440-1374 or 216-932-7480 ext. 24

77
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CHRISTMAS GIFTS YOU CAN SHARE WITH
NEIGHBORS IN NEED
The need continues for us all to share with our neighbors. Please plan now on how you can help
fill the “GIVING TREE.” Parents and grandparents, here is an opportunity to help your children
experience the joy of Christmas through giving. Gifts can be placed under the tree starting Nov.27
2100 LAKESIDE MEN’S SHELTER
The staff at the men’s shelter has asked for our help in providing socks, shoes and boots
Please check your closet for gently worn shoes, boots and coats. Pick up some warm
socks at your local discount store. These men are out walking every day in all kinds of
weather so let’s all help to keep their feet warm.
What you can give:
New socks and gently worn shoes, boots and coats, can be placed in the box marked
2100 Lakeside by Jan 8. Also, the men will truly appreciate your donations of clean,
washable winter clothing.

Here are ways to spread some Christmas joy.
FAIRHILL PARTNERS
Grandparents raising grandchildren or in some cases great-grandchildren will truly
appreciate your help in providing Christmas gifts, especially for those with stretched
budgets. Have fun being a secret angel for one of these grandparents. Just ask
Stephanie FallCreek about this program and the joy your gifts will bring.
What you can give:
Check the poster by the tree and choose a child/name to purchase a gift for. Sign
your name on the poster so we know who is shopping for that child. The gift you give
needs to be under $20. The poster will give you the name of a child, the age and a
suggested gift. Return your wrapped gift clearly marked with the child’s name to the
big box under the tree labeled “FairHill” by Dec. 11.

HOT MEAL PROGRAM AT CALVARY
Our guests coming to the January hot meal will be delighted with your gifts to brighten &
warm their day. About 100 attend our meals so we hope that your generosity will make it
possible for each guest to be given one item. Yan Ling and others who help serve each
month can tell you how each item distributed, no matter how small, is
appreciated.

FAMILY PROMISES
Parents living at Family Promise will enjoy going to this temporary store, set up in their
activities room, to choose fitting gifts for their children. There will also be an opportunity for kids to shop for their parents. FBC member Emma Coury can tell you about the
excitement she saw when she delivered your gifts last year as volunteers, staff and
residents were setting up the “store.” Your donations were truly filling a need.

What you can give:
Gloves, warm hats and socks for men and women, handkerchiefs, ChapStick, soap,
shampoo, lotion, toothpaste and brushes can go in the box marked Calvary by Jan 8.
Toiletries in hotel sizes are acceptable.

What you can give:
Mittens, multicultural dolls, cars & trucks, board games, card games, art & school
supplies, action figures, puzzles, learning toys, nail polish, baby items, bead & jewelry
kits and sweaters of all sizes and for parents gifts of calendars, daily planners, alarm
clocks, and umbrellas. Please place your gifts in an open gift bag, marked “Family
Promise” and leave it under the tree by Dec. 11.

RETIRED MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES CHRISTMAS OFFERING
Many of these faithful servants worked for very low pay and truly appreciate this bonus
gift at this time of year. This bonus check can make it possible for someone to buy a new
tire for their car, travel to visit grandchildren or make a needed dental appointment.
What you can give:
You can make your check out to FBC and mark the memo “M & M” or place your
contribution in the special envelope provided. This offering will be received through
Jan 8.

HUNGER CENTER AT BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH
Think about some of the foods you will need for your holiday meals and buy a few
extra things for a family in need. Barbara and Bill Baus will be glad to tell you what
they see each month when they deliver your donations as our neighbors in need line up
for their bag of groceries.
What you can give:
Soup mixes, canned soups, canned vegetables and fruits, cereal, stuffing, rice, pasta,
cake and cookie mix, peanut butter, jam, raisins, pie filling, Jell-O and pudding mix, tea,
coffee, hot chocolate mix, etc., can be brought in by Sunday, Dec. 11.

