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 Is faith in God a crutch? Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) 
thought the concept of God was illusionary. In one of 
his religious works, The Future of an Illusion, he 
wrote, “They [believers] give the name of ‘God’ to 
some vague abstraction which they have created for 
themselves.” 
 
As to the motivation for creating such illusions, Freud 
believed two basic things: (1) people of faith create a 
god because they have strong wishes and hopes with-
in them that act as comfort against the harshness of 
life; (2) The idea of God comes from the need for an 
idyllic father figure that eclipses either a non-existent 
or imperfect real father in the life of a religiously-
minded person. Speaking of the supposed wish-
fulfillment factor in religion, Freud wrote, “They 
[religious beliefs] are illusions, fulfillments of the old-
est, strongest, and most urgent wishes of mankind. 
We call belief an illusion when a wish-fulfillment is a 
prominent factor in its motivation and in doing so we 
disregard its relation to reality, just as the illusion it-
self sets no store by verification.” 
 
For Freud, God was nothing more than a psychologi-
cal projection that served to shield an individual from 
a reality he does not want to face and cannot cope 
with on his own. After Freud came other scientists 
and philosophers who asserted the same thing and 
said that religion is just an illusion/delusion of the 
mind. Robert Pirsig, an American writer and philoso-
pher who typifies Freud’s followers, has said, “When 
one person suffers from a delusion, it's called insanity. 
When many people suffer from a delusion, it's called 
religion.” Therefore our “faith” is as Karl Marx stated,  
“the opium for the people”, a drug to help self-
medicate from the cruel world of pain, suffering and 
death. 
 
As a pastor, I’ve had many conversations with those 
who see religion or faith as part of a coping mecha-
nism to give meaning to a person’s life.  This would 
makes me complicit in creating an illusion that every-
thing will be ok and we’ll all get together in the great 
somewhere after we die.   
 
Following the sudden death of Paul Walker, a popular 
actor from the Fast and Furious movie series,  

a song was dedicated by Wiz Khalifa & Charles Puth 
entitled “When I See You Again” including the follow-
ing lyrics. 
 
We've come a long way from where we began 
Oh, I'll tell you all about it when I see you again 
When I see you again. 
 
Instead of dealing with the finality of death, we’ll see 
you again when we both finish our road trip to our 
final destination. This seems to be a common expres-
sion of spirituality and religion. So is Christianity any 
different than the rest? If faith constitutes self-
medication to get us through life in order to provide 
meaning and hope, how is it any different from other 
expressions of faith? And therefore, why can’t we all 
just co-exist? 
 
However, what if there is something real to faith? A 
divine being who created us and placed us here.  One 
who wants to communicate with us and our life has 
been given meaning and purpose by our creator?  
How would God do this? 
 
Would he/she/it send us a divine messenger in some 
supernatural manner (angel?) Or perhaps speak 
through a designated person, such as a prophet? 
Maybe God would present a book to follow (a stone 
tablet, or divinely inspired book?) Or perhaps God 
would become part of the creation in order to show 
us his plan for our lives in a way which we would 
most identify as one of us?  Perhaps, an Immanuel- 
God with us?  
 
Jesus proclaimed Himself to be just that, the divine 
Son of God. Placing faith in Him isn’t just self-
medication, a coping mechanism, nor an abstract 
which we created. Based on a historical person, Jesus 
asks us to place our faith in Him and to accept His 
claims.  Faith in Christ isn’t just to help us cope but to 
provide meaning, victory and purpose.  
 
The ability to exercise our faith empowers us to grow  
over each phase of our life which leads to an ultimate 
expression of faith as we face our mortality. There-
fore, as we begin this new year, I want to be like the 
Apostles in Luke 17:4-6 who asked for their faith to 
be increased. 
 

 
“Driven to encourage and support people in their  
search for deeper personal relationship with Jesus Christ.” 

 

Do We Really Need More Faith? 

Kregg’s Korner       
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With Lots of Help, We Did It! 

On the morning of November 20, a group of 17 fabulous ladies 
gathered to sort and pack Thanksgiving baskets. Thirty local 
families in need, consisting of 153 people, received a basket 
with a turkey and fresh produce along with canned and pack-
aged food. 
 
The generous donations of turkeys, money and food came from 
all directions: our faithful congregation members, the children in 
the cast of the FBC kid's musical, FBC teens, the very generous 
families of our FBC Children's Center, the students at nearby 
Canterbury Elementary School and members of Anita Bartel's 
Zumba classes. What a delight for all of us helping to see the 
school bus pull into our parking lot with students from Canter-
bury School carrying in their boxes filled with canned and  
packaged food. This was followed by pre-school children and 
teachers from each class of our Children's Center bringing in 
their collection box filled to the brim.  Deliveries of additional 
items were also made to Family Promise and the Hunger Center 
at Bethany Baptist Church. 
 
Support for this program also came from an additional sixteen 
helpful people. The success of the project goes to all who 
helped in some way but especially to the skilled leadership of 
the project chair, Joan Mihelich. 

 
It is much more like placing your trust in someone 
that you don’t know well at first.  The more you 
learn to rely upon that person, the more you trust 
them and entrust to them.  My challenge to you 
for the year ahead is to take something you can’t 
do yourself and give it to the God of the impossi-
ble. I just ask that you be open to how God re-
sponds, as God doesn’t always answer the same 
way in which we would expect. The God of the 
impossible doesn’t always deliver us from the 
storm, but sometimes through it; not always heal-
ing, but to cope with the illness; not always a di-
rect answer, but sometimes a different direction. 
Yet we accept by faith based on the belief that 
God loves and cares for us.  This is what makes 
our faith real.  Faith is genuine when you get to 
experience it as God’s signature.  
 
Blessed New Year! 

by Fran Leanza 

Jesus responded, “If you have faith as small as 
a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and 
it will obey you.”  Jesus was saying a small 
amount of faith can do the impossible. He didn’t 
have something against mulberry trees.  The 
impossible is possible with God. This is the na-
ture of the teaching made known to us by Je-
sus. The Creator God is the Redeemer God.  
The Forgiving God is the Empowering God. The 
Resurrection God is the Eternal Life God.  The 
people of faith can ask for more faith without 
being delusional, out of touch with reality, or 
blinded by irrational faith amidst the rational 
world around us.  
 
Asking God for faith is not a leap into the great 
unknown.  
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by Fran Leanza 

Months of Generous Giving:  
From Cookies to Checks 

 
Your Mission and Social Concerns Cluster thanks our generous congregation for your out pouring of  
support for others in need. 
 

AUGUST – Dozens and dozens of home made cookies were baked with love for the  
participants of the Kairos Prison Ministry retreat. Brian Broadbent was pleased to take our 
contribution to the weekend retreat that he helped lead at the prison. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER – About seventy five personal care bags were assembled for distribution by the 
Red Cross to hurricane victims. (Twenty-four of the bags were donated by Mary Wills!) Our 
thanks to Algo Standard for suggesting and heading this project. 
 
 
OCTOBER – Fun Halloween bags were given to the fifteen families living at Family Promise.  
A picture of the bags, filled by the Monday Afternoon Group, was featured on the front page 
of their monthly newsletter along with the report that the children were delighted with the 
bags. 
 

 
NOVEMBER – Operation Christmas Child was again a success with 63 shoe boxes filled for  
children around the world. Anita Bartel was thrilled with this response that topped our  
number given last year. The boxes were all filled with great items for kids including school 
supplies, balloons, toothbrushes, card games, socks, and balls. 

 
 

 
NOVEMBER – Food for the Thanksgiving Food Drive was donated by members of the con-
gregation, our FBC Children's Center, kids at Canterbury Elementary School and from Zumba 
class participants. Thirty area families received baskets and an extra donation was given to 
the Bethany Hunger Center. You have made Thanksgiving a day of true celebration to these 
families in need. Our cluster thanks Joan Mihelich for her skilled leadership to make this a 
successful project. 
 
DECEMBER –  Many, many thanks for the gifts for Fairhill Partners and Family Promise   
that were delivered and enthusiastically received on December 16. You really helped make a 
Merry Christmas for many families. 
 
Baskets are still under the tree for your gifts to the men's shelter at 2100 Lakeside and at our 
January hot meal at Calvary Church.  Warm socks, shoes, boots, gloves and toiletries are 
most welcomed.   
 
Your monetary gifts for the Retired Ministers and Missionaries offering will be gratefully  
received through January. 
 
Thanks and congratulations to April Shepherd for her successful leadership of this project. 
 

 
We are a generous congregation! 

Thanks to all for your outreach to others through your Christian love. 
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Come One! Come All! Here it is, the moment you've been waiting for! AUDITIONS! Join the Happy Ending 
Lyric Players for their 2018 season! We are hosting auditions for our spring production of Disney's The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame! All roles available. Please prepare 32 bars of a musical selection of your choice. 
Have your sheet music printed and ready for the accompanist. NO ACAPELLA AUDITIONS. Please reach out 
to Kelley Pernicone kpernicone@gmail.com or Mason Stewart mason.stewart07@gmail.com with any ques-
tions you may have. Production Run will be April 13—22.   Directed by Mason Stewart, based on the Victor 
Hugo novel and songs from the Disney animated feature, The Hunchback of Notre Dame showcases the 
film’s Academy Award-nominated score, as well as new songs by Menken and Schwartz.  Peter Parnell’s 
new book embraces story theatre and features verbatim passages from Hugo’s gothic novel. A sweeping 
score and powerful story make The Hunchback of Notre Dame an instant classic. Audiences will be swept 
away by the magic of this truly unforgettable musical. 

Auditions for  
The Hunchback of Notre Dame 

 
Sunday, January 7, 2—5pm 

Monday, January 8, 7—9:30 pm 
Wednesday, January 10, 7—9:30pm 

  

     Quiet Strength, by Tony Dungy 
Men’s Study Group Update 

New Book Starting January 10, 2018 
 
The men who attended the December 13 Men’s Study Group meeting selected NFL 
Coach Tony Dungy’s inspirational new book for study beginning January 10, 2018 
Lovie Smith, former head coach of the Chicago Bears says of Tony Dungy,  
Tony Dungy’s life is a living testimony of a man’s faith in God.  He has given us a 
new picture and definition of a Coach.  Good guys do come first! 
 
Jim Isray, owner of the Indianapolis Colts writes, “Amid the deafening roar  
surrounding the machinery of earthly glory, the spiritual man leaves quiet footsteps 
of inspired faith.  Tony Dungy’s footprints can be traced back to God and family.  
This foundation has provided him with the love, strength, compassion, and  
tolerance to fill his earthly run with man’s greatest gift and purpose….to be of  
service to God and his fellow man.”  The 20 chapters of this great book include 
titles such as:   

                      * Putting God First  * Learning to Lead 

                      * Defining Success  * Walking the Plank 

                      * Death by Inches  * Staying the Course 
 

Calling all men, FBC members and friends alike to join the FBC Men’s Study Group 
at 6:30 to 8:00 PM on alternate Wednesdays beginning January 10 for what prom-
ises to be educational and interesting discussions combining two of our favorite 
subjects, our love of football and our dedication to Jesus Christ.  Don’t  
forget, dinner in Bell Dining Room is available before each every-other Wednesday 
meeting! 

mailto:kpernicone@gmail.com
mailto:mason.stewart07@gmail.com
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by Nurse Debbie 

Remember the days when we could “hide away in 

our little corner of the world?” We were safe and 

comfortable there. As it happens, the world 

around us continues to encroach upon our space, 

and the issue of human trafficking is closer to our 

homes than ever. Early in  2017, Ohio ranked #5 

on the national list of states for human traffick-

ing, despite serious efforts to the contrary. Our 

state is very serious toward this plight affecting 

her citizens. 
 
Taking the lead on this devastating issue is the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).  

Human trafficking is being characterized as  

human slavery; encompassing forced labor, forms 

of domestic servitude and commercialized sex 

trafficking. This is mainly due to exploitation of 

vulnerable populations in our society such as 

those children and adults with backgrounds of 

sexual and substance abuse, runaways, and more 

recently, those chosen at random in public set-

tings. In the U.S., citizens and foreigners are 

bought, sold, smuggled and perhaps even physi-

cally abused or starved and forced to perform 

their involuntary roles with little or no pay. 
  
Human trafficking is a violation of the U.S. Con-

stitution’s 13th Amendment. The identified cases 

are tried and prosecuted under the Civil Rights 

and Violent Crimes Against Children programs. 

The resolutions of these cases use a victim  

centered approach for the victims to get help 

with their needs after victimization.  

The State of Ohio has actively worked on this issue by 

enacting legislation such as: the Human Trafficking 

Commission in 2011, House Bill #262: Human Traffick-

ing Act of 2012 regarding penalties for this illegal activ-

ity and more. By teaming up with governmental and 

private advocacy agencies, our state furthers their sup-

port of Ohio citizens. 
 
Our own sense of human compassion empowers us to 

become advocates for this oppressed population. As 

teachers, counselors, clergy, medical professionals and 

others in touch with public, we can educate ourselves 

and others on how to recognize and intervene in this 

devastating circumstance. If you are aware of or feel 

that you are a victim, there are many resources availa-

ble. The FBI’s National Trafficking Resource Center 

hotline at 1-888-373-7888 is a primary contact for all. 

This hotline is open 24/7 and staffed with trained spe-

cialists. The corresponding website with valuable infor-

mation is at https://traffickingresourcecenter.org/

report-trafficking. There are also many state and  

private offerings available online. 

 

In our continuing quest for social justice and our com-

passion for our brothers and sisters, this is a way in 

which we can truly bless others in need.                                     

 

 
 

     Could This Really Happen Here? 

https://traffickingresourcecenter.org/report-trafficking
https://traffickingresourcecenter.org/report-trafficking
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Our Heroes Headquarters Theme for the month of January:  ADVENTURES in FAITH! 
 

WE WILL EXPLORE:  
THE CONNECTION BETWEEN COMMITMENT AND 

                                 GOD’S CHARACTER, AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY  
 
 
Growing in faith is not something that happens by simply cramming information about the Bible into a child’s 

brain. The knowledge in their head means nothing if we don’t help kids experience what that knowledge can 

do in their heart. To experience faith, we want kids to practice their faith and that takes commitment. God 

keeps all His promises and puts His plans into action. Because God has kept His promises to us, we can make 

a plan and stick to it. One of the best plans you can make is to commit to an ongoing relationship with Jesus. 

Commit to practicing faith by reading God’s Word, praying to Him consistently, talking about Him with friends, 

and living out your faith every day. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 Students will learn about growing in faith 
 Students will explore practicing faith  
 Students will explore and learn about praying 
 
Bible Reading: 
Jan 7—Sand and Rock—Matthew 7:24-27 - Practice hearing and doing what God says.  
Jan 14— Model Prayer—Luke 11:1-4 - Prayer Practice praying to God. 
Jan 21— Who Do You Say That I Am? - Matthew 16:13-20 -Practice talking to God. 
Jan 28—The Widow’s Offering—Mark 12:41-44 -Practice living for God. 

 

January’s Memory Verse - “For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all 

things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.” 1 Timothy 4:8 

 

Our monthly challenge encourages the following action items: 

 Pray and give thanks every day 

 Read your Bible  

 

"Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. But since the power of prayer is in the one who 
hears it and not in the one who says it, our prayers do make a difference." - Max Lucado 
 

 
YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT! 
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Youth Page 
 

The Youth Annual Fraser Fir Christmas Trees  
Sold Out in Record Time!! 

 
On December 10 we sold out!   We could have easily sold another two hundred Fraser Fir Christmas Trees. I 
am honored and blessed to have been the project Chairperson. Being able to pray, listen, pass out free candy 
canes to our customers, display the beautiful trees, listen to Christ music and have the best customer service 
on this side of heaven.  
 
We extend a special thank you FBC membership, our surrounding communities and the Youth of FBC!  
Thanks to Michael Arnold who has been with us for the entire twelve years, Ian Marr, Olivia Pebbles, Anna 
Benko and Thaddeus Coiner.  Also we had youth working the Christmas Tree Lot from our “Nothing But Net 
Basketball Program” Nashier Spencer, Nathaniel Spencer, TJ McKinney and Lonnie Campbell. 
 
Special thank you to Kevin Bouyer, Pastor Burris the Carpenter, Dr. Hise, Tony Peebles, Mike Skerritt, and 
Jane Pernicone . Thank you to the office staff, Star Knuckles and Greg Beckner. 
 
To the parents of the Children Center past and present, thank you so much for your support during the 
entire 12 years. 
 
Our Christmas Celebration was a huge success Sunday, December 17 
right after  the first service. We had an awesome time.  Thank you to the 
best young people in the world for being in the place and bringing your 
friends, Trinity, Dakota and April’s nephew. 
 

Thank you to our parents for believing and supporting our wonderful 

Youth Department.  

 

Thank you to the best teachers on this side of Heaven.  You are totally  

committed to the spiritual growth of our youth “Hallelujah” 

 

Thank you Suzanne Blum our Cluster Leader, you are always thriving to see 

the good.  

 

Thank you Dr. MJ, Director of Christian Education, looking forward to 2018. 
 
Thank you Jeff Gordon for making the Youth Wing reconstruction awesome!  
 
Thank you Pastor Kregg and your wife for your support. 
 
A special thank you to Mr. & Mrs. Alwin and Tondra Miller, our 2018 Christmas Celebration Chairpersons.  
 
Four of our youth were unable to attend - (Amber, Jordon, Nashier, and Ian) we will present them with their 

gifts at a later date. If there are any youth that I missed please bring them to my attention. 
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by Mike Skerritt 

BALDWIN-WALLACE  
CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC 

 presents the 

BW Motet Choir Tour—VISION 

The Baldwin-Wallace Conservatory of Music MOTET 
CHOIR under the direction of Dr. Dirk Garner is making a 
NE Ohio concert tour January 4 through January 8.  Its 
first stop is at First Baptist Church, Thursday, January 4,  
at 7pm! 
 
The tour includes vocal clinics with high schools choruses 
at each stop.  Singing with the MOTET CHOIR at First 
Baptist will be the Lakewood High School Chorus under 
the direction of Rayna Brooks. 
 
The concert will include works by composers David Lang, 
Cary John Franklin, Dan Messe, Frank Ticheli, Eriks  
Esenvalds, and John Taverner.  The concert is free and  
open to the public.  All are welcome! 

 

and a beautiful garden to enhance the  con-

templative experience.  
 
If you have lost a loved one recently and would 

like to place a commemorative brick in the FBC 

Memorial Garden to honor their life, please see 

Mike Skerritt.  Engraving takes a few weeks, so 

now would be the time to order so the brick 

would be ready for installment in the spring.  

The cost of each brick including installation is 

$125.  You do not have to be a member of the 

church to place a brick in the FBC Memorial  

Garden.  Make that special someone extra spe-

cial with an attractive, engraved memorial brick 

in the FBC Memorial Garden. 

Contact Mike Skerritt for further details and 

information. 

In the lawn outside the FBC Sanctuary on the 

east side of the church property lies a beauti-

fully designed and attractively appointed Me-

morial Garden.  Many members and friends of 

the church do not know about this landscaped 

feature of the church because most people do 

not ever have a need to be in that area of the 

property. 
 
The Memorial Garden was established many 

years ago as a place where families and friends 

of a deceased loved one could place an en-

graved brick, or “paver,” with the deceased 

person’s name as a way of remembering their 

life. 

The site includes a split walkway made of the 

rectangular bricks,  a stone bench for individu-

als to sit quietly in remembrance,   

Now is the Time to 
Memorialize a Loved One 

in First Baptist Church's Memorial Garden. 
It takes a couple of months to get a paver engraved.   

Order now for Spring placement! 
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a  
steadfast spirit within me. Psalm 51:10 

 

Happy New Year!  Start 2018 by prayerfully reflecting on our 
countless blessings.  Ask God to open our hearts and renew 

our minds to align to His will. 
 

Contact Mari Schroeder-Jenkins at 216.543.1830 or Pastor Burris or 

complete the Communication Card in your Sunday bulletin and 
place in the collection plate.  You can also visit us at: 

www.firstbaptistcleveland.org  
 

Make 2018 full of memories to last your lifetime! 

 H
appy B

irthday! 

1st            Larry Maurer 
 
3rd Julie Mizener  
  
3rd Thomas Wright 
 
4th Anthony Peebles  
 
5th          Gabrielle Arnold  
 
5th Jacquelyn Ragin-Olds  
 
5th Arnold Simmons 
 
6th Carole Negus 
 
7th Kim Kidd-Collins 
 
7th Destiny Miller 
 
8th JoAnn Neff 
 
11th Sheri Stevens 
 
14th         Theodore Fielding  
 
14th Tom Neff 
 
14th Joseph Tillman 
 
15th Kregg Burris 

 

16th Ralph Hise 
 
18th Brenda Eakin  
 
19th Carolyn Neal 
 
20th Beverly Farmer 
 
21st         Faith Kenniebrew 
 
22nd    Timothy Farrell 
 
22nd Bonnie Heath 
 
22nd Alexander Jackson 
 
24th Wendy Chaney 
 
24th Taylor Wright 
 
25th Amelia Gruber-Canning 
 
25th Margo Jerome 
 
27th  Jack Shelley 

 

January Birthdays! Retired Ministers and Missionaries 
 

The roots of this offering goes back to the mid 
1930’s to support retired ministers, missionaries, 

widowed spouses and elderly clergy. 
 

In 1977, American Baptist Churches USA, launched 
the RMM offering to continue this appreciation of 
God’s service.  It has been a long tradition for our 
church to support this offering once a year at the 

late Christmas Eve service.  It was a great assistance 
and support to my mother, Mildred Wheaton, after 

the passing of my father, Francis Wheaton.   
 So many pastors in small rural churches are in need 

of help in times of financial and health crisis.   
 

Will you help? 

 

 

 

 

The Children’s Center to Host 
Kindergarten Information Fair 

 

All families from FBC are invited to our third annual Kindergarten Information 
Fair on Wednesday, January 24th.  Join us in Spahr Center anytime from 4:30-

6:00 PM.  Local public, private and parochial schools will be represented.  A 

representative from each school will be available to answer questions about 
their program and general questions about kindergarten readiness. This is a 

great opportunity to visit several schools at one time. Children are welcome to 
attend with parents. Come to the fair and afterwards join other families for 

Chef Faith’s Wednesday dinner.  
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 2017 FBC Lay Leadership 

Moderator: Victor Bull 

Vice Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 

Treasurer: Ralph Hise 

Clerk: Lynne Liu 

Children's Center: Martha Lant 
 
Communication & Outreach: Angela Fielding  

         Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,  

         Communications   
 
Discipleship: Suzanne Blum  

         Discipleship Classes, Children's Ministry,  

        Youth Ministry, Covenant Groups 
 
Fellowship and Nurture: Tina DeBlaey-Cicco 

       Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  

       New Member Orientation 
 
Stewardship: Tony Peebles 

   Property and Finance, Stewardship  

  Campaign, Endowment and Audit 
 
Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica Chapman-        

                                          Martinez 
 
Worship and Fine Arts: G. Michael Skerritt 

Office   216.932.7480 

Children’s Center   216.371.9394 

Fax   216.932.8554 

firstbaptistcleveland.org 

sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org 

First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 

First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 

Serving in Ministry 
 

Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor 

Dr. Robert Schneider, Director of Music and Organist 

Betty Meyers, Associate Director of Music 

Dr. Mary Jo Odom-Dull, Director of Christian Education 

Minister Jae Williams, Director of Youth Ministries 

Carly Marino, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center 

Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Administrator 

Greg Beckner, Web Designer/Marketing 

Margo Jerome, Accountant 

 

 
Tower Tidings Staff 
 
Editors: Star Knuckles, Kregg Burris 
  
 

Thank You! to the many volunteers who help assemble 
the Tower Tidings mailing each month!  


