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 The Anglican Poet, R.S. Thomas wrote of God as 

“un-seeable, unpredictable, and unknowable” within His 
poem “Suddenly.” Biblical people were always surprised by 

God. “Suddenly, unannounced, God spoke to Moses…
Suddenly, unheralded, God spoke to Amos…Suddenly and 

unpredictably God spoke to Mary that she would bear the 

Son of God. “ God is predictable in His unpredictability.”   
 
This pattern seen through Scripture is highlighted at Christ-

mas. God delights in surprising us, in revealing the ways in 

which He is not like us. One of the most common deceptions 
of humanity is to believe God acts, thinks, and believes ex-

actly like us. Rarely does God do what we expect. 
 
Our understanding of our world is limited by our experiences 
and education.  Our expectations are based on our ‘common 

experience.’  Our theology is based upon our interpretation 
of the Holy Scripture, historical teaching, personal experi-

ence and the extrapolation of expectation of understanding 

the Mind of God, or identifying the Will of God. This is criti-
cal to grasping our place and purpose in the plan of God.  

Have you ever wondered why Jesus didn’t write a single 
book for His followers?  The same Jesus of whom John 

wrote, and the word became Flesh and dwelt among us.
(John 1:14)  certainly was educated with the ability to read 

and write. Why didn’t Jesus use His time on this earth to 

retreat to a quiet place and record for us the Will of God and 
reveal the Mind of God with pen and parchment?    
 
Instead He invested Himself in the lives of His disciples with 

commands to follow me, love me, serves me, and die for 
me.   
 
Thus, our knowledge of God is relational rather than merely 

intellectual. It is faith based rather than confined to a moral 
code of legalistic restrictions. If we understand this, we  

embrace the person of Jesus Christ as Paul, who celebrated 

being clothed in Christ (Gal. 3:27) and in the significance of 
the Paraclete—the Holy Spirit who acts as our teacher (John 

14:16,27). 
 
If humanity should be certain of anything it is that we  
cannot accurately predict what God might do next. The 

Christmas story confirms this pattern of God—showing up in  
unexpected places. 
 
The Christmas story is one of the best examples. In an  

unexpected place, through an unexpected woman, at the 
most unexpected time, God shows up in the most  

unexpected way—as a little baby. 

We see this pattern in the Old Testament: Abraham in old 

age, Ballaam in a donkey, Caleb in a winless war, Daniel in 
a lion’s den, Gideon in a wool fleece, Hosea in an unfaithful 

wife, Jacob in a wrestling match, King David in the death of 
his child, Lazarus in his own death, the Widow in two mites, 

Zacchaeus in a tree, or the Messiah born in a stable. 
 
God shows up in unexpected places: When choosing a peo-
ple, He came to the smallest.  When choosing a king, He 

came to the youngest. When choosing disciples, He came to 

the least qualified. When choosing a gospel spreader, He 
came to the gospel hater. They expected God would protect 

the strong, but His law protected the widows, the fatherless, 
and the outcast. 
 
They expected the Messiah would come from the religious 

elite, but He came from a young woman. They expected the 
Messiah in Jerusalem, but He was born in Bethlehem. 

They expected He would come in glory, but He came in  

infancy.  God shows up in unexpected places. It’s the 
pattern of God to shock and surprise in the place that we 

least expect. Imagine the potential that idea brings to this 
day. It means God can use your greatest heartache. He can 

work through your greatest trial. He can reveal Himself 
through your greatest pain. It means when things don’t go 

right, we should have more expectation of God revealing 

Himself rather than less. 
 
It means we can embrace the sorrows of life because God 
most often uses them to change us.  It means there should 

never be a moment in which we think God is not at work. 
The reality of the unexpected God is that He is always at 

work, always revealing Himself, always doing more than we 

can imagine ready to shows up in unexpected places in  
unexpected ways. 
 
Who would have ever thought God would appear to others 

as an child in Bethlehem to a poor, couple from Nazareth 
who appeared to have ‘had’ to get married in a hurry and 

then travel in her late term of the pregnancy to find them-
selves giving birth in an animal pen. Yet in this unexpected 

place, the shepherds and kings were directed and where 
eternal life would be offered to the entire world. 
 
The God who suddenly shows up in unexpected places…  

we should be prepared to experience His presence where 

you are—today. 
 
Merry Christmas!  Love to you, Kregg and Ann Burris 

Kregg’s Korner      “Driven to encourage and support people in their search  

     for deeper personal relationship with Jesus Christ.” 
 

                                                                          Rev. Dr. Kregg Franklin Burris, Senior Pastor 

The Unexpected Becoming the Miraculous 
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Festival of Lessons and Carols 
4 PM Sunday, December 17, 2017 (Pre-Service Music at 3:45 PM) 

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is a service of Christian worship celebrating the birth of  
Jesus that is traditionally presented at Christmas. The story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the  
Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in nine short Bible readings from Genesis, the prophetic books, and 
the Gospels, and is interspersed with the singing of Christmas carols, hymns, and choir music.  
 
In 1878 the Royal Cornwall Gazette reported that the choir of Truro Cathedral would sing a service of carols 
at 10:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve. Two years later, Edward White Benson, at that time Bishop of Truro in 
Cornwall but later Archbishop of Canterbury, formalized the service with Nine Lessons and Carols for use 
on Christmas Eve in 1880.   The service has subsequently been in continuous use (with minor modifications) 
in Truro since 1880.   
Bishop Benson, in his new  
appointment as Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1883, began to  
annually present the Festival  
of Lessons and Carols there. 
 
The first Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols at King’s  
College, Cambridge was held  
in 1918.  The best-known  
version is broadcast annually 
world-wide from King’s College, 
Cambridge on Christmas Eve.   
It features carols sung by the  
famous Choir of King’s College.   
 
The service was first broadcast 
by the BBC in 1928 and, except 
for 1930, has been broadcast 
every year since. During the 
1930s the BBC began broadcast-
ing the service overseas. Even  
throughout World War II, despite the stained glass having been removed from the Chapel and the lack of 
heating, the broadcasts continued.  The broadcast has been heard live on public radio stations in the United 
States since 1979, and most stations broadcast a repeat on Christmas Day.  The format of the first Festival 
of Nine Lessons and Carols did not differ substantially from the one known at King's College, Cambridge 
today. The order of the lessons was revised in 1919, and since that time the service has always begun with 
the hymn “Once in Royal David’s City.”  These days the first verse is sung unaccompanied by a solo choris-
ter, always a boy at King’s College, but by boy or girl with a good voice in the US. 
 
At First Baptist Church the Festival of Lessons and Carols will include pre-service music at 3:45 PM by the 
Bell Choir and Pete Cummings, University Brass Quintet.  At 4:00 PM the Festival will include music by the 
Chancel Choir, the Brass Quintet, and the Children’s Choir.  A reception in Spahr Center follows the service.  
The service is free and open to the public.  A good will offering will be taken.   

by Mike Skerritt 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Cornwall_Gazette


4  December 2017

 

4 

Amethyst String Quartet and FBC Chancel Choir 
Selections from Corelli’s Christmas Concerto and Handel’s Messiah 

11 AM Sunday, December 10, 2017 

Violinist Mary Beth Ions is one of those busy free-
lance Cleveland musicians who’s built a professional 
career in Cleveland playing here, there and every-
where. The talented Amethyst String  
Quartet is a group she founded and now leads.  
Mary Beth  and the quartet return to FBC at 11 am 
December 10, 2017 to treat us to a regular tradi-
tional worship service Prelude, Postlude and Offer-
tory from Corelli’s beautiful Christmas Concerto 
including the famous Pastorale movement.  This is 
not the first time the quartet has played at First 

Baptist.  Many of you will remember the Downton Abbey Afternoon Tea we had in 2016 when 
Mary Beth led the quartet in music from the TV show as well as other period music.  Mary Beth 
has performed in many other services at FBC over the years as well. 
 
Arcangelo Corelli’s Christmas Concerto, was commissioned by  
Cardinal Ottoboni and published posthumously in 1714.  The  
concerto bears the inscription Fatto per la notte di Natale (made 
for the night of Christmas). Its composition date is uncertain, but 
there is a record of Corelli having performed Christmas concerto 
in 1690 for the enjoyment of his new patron. 
 
The Christmas Concerto is scored for an ensemble such as the 
Amethyst String Quartet.  Each relatively short movement pro-
vides multiple tempi and a range of major and minor suspensions. 
The concerto is generally no longer than fifteen minutes, and 
ends with Corelli's famous Pastorale ad libitum, which will be 
one of the string quartets selections, a peaceful 12/8 tempo finale 
in the typical pastorale form.   (Excerpts from Wikipedia) 
 
This December 10 service will include at least one movement from G. F. Handel’s magnificent 
MESSIAH!  The FBC Chancel Choir will sing Glory to God in the Highest with organ and 
string quartet accompaniment.   
 
Don’t be tardy.  The string quartet’s Prelude will begin at about 10:55 am.  We hope to see you 
there as we kick off the annual Christmas season celebrations at First Baptist! 

Corelli 1653-1713 

by Mike Skerritt 
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From a Box, to a Bible, to a Believer….that is the power of one shoebox and with your participation this year,  
we sent 63 shoeboxes around the world. 
 
Thanks to all who packed shoeboxes, purchased extra gifts or provided the funds to ship the boxes.  It all 
came together so beautifully with your help and the help of so many kids…Amber, Ari, Gia, Evon, Kaitlan, 
Bryce, and Camille.  A special Thank You to Jeff Gordon who packed all the boxes into his truck and delivered 
them for us. 
 
FBC demonstrating the gift of giving and your shoebox may just give a child the gift of Jesus in their heart.     
 
In appreciation and love, Anita Bartel 
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by Nurse Debbie 

 

We communicate with many others on a daily basis. 
We say hello and how do you do to friends, co-
workers and those folks that we meet in public. We 
shower our children and family members with our 
words of love and wisdom. We infrequently have to 
think about communication in troubled times.  
 
Sadness can affect us and the ones that we care 
about; whether it is expected or sudden. Loss can 
come in many ways. Any significant event can bring 
grief. As well as the loss of a loved one; loss of 
health (your own or a significant other), a job sepa-
ration, a move or the loss of an important relation-
ship can bring grief. Coming to terms with this loss 
can bring healing to one’s life. Any person’s grief is 
a completely normal and healthy response to signif-
icant loss. If we, as people who care, can under-
stand grief, in order to help others to deal with their 
own grief, we can assist in comforting them. 
 
Individuals go through the steps of grief in their 
own way; there is no predictable flow through the 
process. Anniversary dates, holidays and other re-
minders can restart the grief process. We need to 
understand that grieving takes time. The severity of 
the grief can be determined by the gravity of their 
loss, which is very personal to each individual. 
There is a lifelong adjustment to their loss. 
 
 

 

 

Many of us want to help our loved ones with their 
grief. But sometimes we are afraid that we may say 
the wrong thing or we choose to remove ourselves 
completely. But as a caring person, we have a sup-
portive role to play. We should stand close, being 
ever-present to their needs. At first, needs may be 
minimal as the person may be overcome with grief.  
 
They could be unable to express their needs. Even 
if we tell them we are just a phone call away, they 
may not be able to reach out to us. The best way 
that we can show our support is to just be there 
and show our love. To stand beside them or behind 
them for strength. We can’t be expected to know 
the answers but we can listen to the questions. Our 
presence will be exactly what they need and they 
will be glad that we are there to help them with 
their burden.  
 
Grief is a very personal journey. By being able to 
communicate, acknowledging emotional, physical, 
spiritual and social needs, and the love and efforts 
of family and friends, we can assist people to heal 
and integrate their grief into their daily living.  
         
 
 

When Communication Is Difficult 



December 2017  7 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Our Heroes Headquarters Theme for the month of December is, Unto Us a Savior is Born!  
 
WE WILL EXPLORE THE CONNECTION BETWEEN GENEROSITY AND GOD’S CHARACTER, AS SHOWN 
THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY. 
 
Every good and perfect gift comes from God. In fact, generosity is at the very core of God’s character— He 
even gave us His own son, Jesus! Jesus showed unwavering generosity as He traded His life for ours. And, 
because God gave us Jesus and Jesus gave His life, we can be generous towards others. Not only that, but 
when we are generous towards others, we prove that we love God by loving the people He loves. We pray 
that this Christmas, as kids celebrate God’s amazing generosity, they’ll see how they can be generous with 
their family, friends, and neighbors. 
 
Learning Objectives: 

Students will learn about the greatest gift, “Christ Jesus” 
Students will explore the birth of Christ  
Students will explore and learn about God’s greatest gift to us, “Christ” 
 
Bible Reading: 
Dec 3—1 John 4:9-11—God Gave Us Jesus—Because God gave, I can give 

Dec 10—Luke 12:13-21—Parable of the Rich Man—Don’t miss your chance to give. 

Dec 17—1 Timothy 6:18—Be Rich—Look for creative ways to give. 

Dec 24—Luke 2:1-18—Jesus is Born—God gave us Jesus. 

Dec 31—Matthew 2:1-12—Wise Men Visit Jesus—Give like you’re giving to God. 

 

December’s Memory Verse - Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor  

to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 

everything for our enjoyment.  1 Timothy 6:17 

 

Our monthly challenge encourages the following action items: 

 Show love by serving and giving this month  

 Read your Bible  

 

Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is that He gave 

His only Son. The only requirement is to believe in Him. The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting 

life.    Corrie Ten Boom ~ 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY! 
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Youth Page 
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The Children’s Center was recently rated as a learning and development program whose level of quality 
exceeds Ohio’s licensing standards. 
 
High quality learning and development program settings are important because early experiences last a life-
time. Children have 1,892 days from the day they are born until they enter kindergarten. What happens on 
this journey lays the foundation for success in school and life. 
 
Achieving a Step Up to Quality Five-Star rating meant that The Children’s Center demonstrated a level of 
quality that met all requirements and standards for the first three levels and gained additional points needed 
to achieve a higher star rating. The center had flexibility to earn points in the areas that best supported our 
values, goals and structure. Below are some ways that the center provided increased quality at the Five Star 
level. 
 

 The center has lower staff/child ratios 

 The staff have higher education qualifications 

 The staff complete more than 30 hours of specialized training every two years 

 Teachers develop lesson plans that support each child’s growth 

 The center completes assessments to evaluate and improve the learning experience 

 The center values its families and community 

2018 H.E.L.P. Production 
 

Happy Ending Lyric Players are proud to announce our 2018 production! 
Based on the Victor Hugo novel and songs from the Disney animated 
feature, The Hunchback of Notre Dame  showcases the film’s Academy 
Award-nominated score, as well as new songs by Menken and Schwartz. 
Peter Parnell’s new book embraces story theatre and features verbatim 
passages from Hugo’s gothic novel. 
 
A sweeping score and a powerful story-line, makes The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame an instant classic. Audiences will be swept away by the 
magic of this truly unforgettable musical. 
 
Under the direction of Mason Stewart, (Les Misérables; Evita) the 

Happy Ending Lyric Players are so very excited to bring this show to the gothic sanctuary of First 
Baptist Church, which is a perfect backdrop to the tale of Notre Dame and it’s famed hunchback, Quasimo-
do.  Most excitingly, we are partnering with Steve Eva and the Chagrin Falls Studio Orchestra, who will help 
bring the story to life! 
 
Performance dates for our 42nd Season Production of The Hunchback of Notre Dame will be April 8-15.  
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The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.   Psalms 34:18 NAS 

 

God is always there for us. Always!  If you’re going through a  
challenging time in life where you feel broken, remember you can 

get through this!  If its this time of year or a song or even a smell 
that reminds you of an unhappy time or of a person,  

remember God is always there for us.  FBC has Stephen Ministers 

who will walk with you during this difficult part  
of your life’s journey. 

 
        Contact Mari Schroeder-Jenkins at 216.543.1830 

 
www.firstbaptistcleveland.org  

Happy Birthday!  

    December Birthdays! 
 

1st Tim Jerome 
 
1st Phyllis Knauf 
 
2nd Kim Donley 

 

2nd Evon Gocan 

   

7th James Alt 

 

10th Jeanie Belhobek 

 

13th Kathy Adams Case 

 

15th June Gottschling  

 

16th Thomas Eakin  

 

17th George Belhobek 

 

17th Nancy Brown  

 

18th Kara Hungate 

 

18th Jacquelyn Olexa 

 

20th Jerry Tillman 

 

23rd Lynne Liu 

 

23rd Sonja White 

 

25th Liz Wright 

 

25th George Zetzer 

 

27th Gregg Jenkins 

 

28th James Liu  

 

28th Tracy Peebles 

 

At the 11 AM November 5 Sunday 

worship service, the Chancel Choir 
under the direction of Betty Meyers, 

and with the rehearsal guidance of 
Matt Rizer, performed three move-

ments from Francis Poulenc’s magnifi-

cent choral work, GLORIA.   
 
Jae Williams made a video recording 

of the entire service which was for-

warded to Bob Schneider’s brother 
Bruce to share with Bob who is recu-

perating from the terrible automobile 
accident he suffered this past sum-

mer. 
 

Bruce reported that Bob was very pleased to see the video of the  
performance which he had actually planned last summer as part of an 

upcoming season-long celebration of his 25 years of service at  

First Baptist.  While Bob cannot voice words because of the continued 
presence of a ventilator in his throat, he can communicate very  

effectively by mouthing the words slowly.  The following is Bob’s  
reaction to seeing the video. 

 
 

Dear Members of the Chancel Choir, 
 
Thank you for sharing your beautiful performance of the Poulenc  
GLORIA. I enjoyed hearing each and every note, and seeing all of your 
beautiful faces. The Latin diction was excellent and the French harmo-
nies sublime. Betty did an excellent job preparing you for this difficult 
work and learning a complex accompaniment. Thanks also to Matt Rizer 
for his work with the other sections. I knew you would sing it well. I 
can't wait to be back with you. Enjoy the preparations for the upcoming 
holiday services. 
 
Your notes and cards brighten my days. Love, Bob 

Message from Bob 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
CELEBRATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

A DAYOF SERVICE WITH YOUR FBC FAMILY 
JANUARY 15 ~ 9-1PM 
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3630 Fairmount Blvd. 
Shaker Heights, OH  44118 
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Next Tower Tidings Deadline: DECEMBER 15  
The next issue will be mailed: December 29, 2017  
Please submit articles or news via e-mail to Star Knuckles:  
             sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org 

 2017 FBC Lay Leadership 
Moderator: Victor Bull 
Vice Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Lynne Liu 
Children's Center: Martha Lant 
 
Communication & Outreach: Angela Fielding  
         Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing,  
         Communications   
 
Discipleship: Suzanne Blum  
         Discipleship Classes, Children's Ministry,  
        Youth Ministry, Covenant Groups 
 
Fellowship and Nurture: Tina DeBlaey-Cicco 
       Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
       New Member Orientation 
 
Stewardship: Tony Peebles 
   Property and Finance, Stewardship  

  Campaign, Endowment and Audit 
 
Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica Chapman-        

                                          Martinez 
 
Worship and Fine Arts: G. Michael Skerritt 

Office   216.932.7480 
Children’s Center   216.371.9394 
Fax   216.932.8554 
firstbaptistcleveland.org 
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 

Serving in Ministry 
 
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor 
Dr. Robert Schneider, Director of Music and Organist 
Betty Meyers, Associate Director of Music 
Dr. Mary Jo Odom-Dull, Director of Christian Education 
Minister Jae Williams, Director of Youth Ministries 
Carly Marino, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center 
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Administrator 
Greg Beckner, Web Developer/Marketing  
Margo Jerome, Accountant 
 
 
Tower Tidings Staff 
 Editors: Star Knuckles, Kregg Burris   
 
Thank You! to the many volunteers who help assemble 
the Tower Tidings mailing each month!  


