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Theme: “Taking Care of Each Other, Our Church and Our World” 

  So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
 and especially to those who are of the household of the faith. Galatians 6:10 

 

Dear Member: 

 
Everything we have is a gift from God and He wants us to partner with Him for His purposes on earth. We are 
therefore called to be good stewards (managers) of what He has given us in order to take care of each other, 
His church and His world! 
 
Our 2018 Annual Stewardship Campaign has begun. We will spend the month of October exploring God's  
purposes for our lives, our church and our world. We are learning and growing like Christ at First Baptist 
through worship, fellowship and serving others; and because all of the resources and provisions in our lives 
belong to God, we must also be good stewards of HIS treasure. 
 
Our Campaign kicked off Sunday, October 1 and Commitment Sunday will be October 29. The significance of 
giving is that it is actually an act of worship and is the acid test of our faith, it allows us to align our values, 
priorities and our way of life with God's vision and not our own. In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul  
instructs Timothy to tell the people not to be arrogant, nor put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain,  
but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for your enjoyment.  
 
Paul goes on to command us to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  
In this way, we will lay up treasure for ourselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that we may take 
hold of life eternal. 1Timothy:17-19 
 
Please prayerfully consider making a financial commitment to The First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland, 
honoring God with a portion of your blessings while supporting the life of our Church. 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Anthony C. Peebles  
Stewardship Chairman 
 

  
 
 

  
3630 Fairmount Boulevard, Shaker Hts, OH * 44118-4399 * Phone 216.932.7480 

www.firstbaptistcleveland.org  
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by Nurse Debbie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nurse Debbie’s Medical Factionary:  

 

Let us finally put to rest those myths and mysteries behind the infamous “sell by”, “use by” and “best by” 

dates. Now, prepare yourself…some of the information may surprise you! 
 
Let’s begin by paraphrasing the “authority” that governs our food safety here in the U.S., the Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA).   
 
 The FDA doesn’t mandate food producers and manufacturers to use food dating on food items. This 

procedure is “at the discretion of the manufacturer”.  The fundaments of the laws are that publically 

and commercially available food products are “wholesome and fit for consumption”. Use of these dates, 

however, does not remove responsibility from producers to put out high quality products. Neither does 

the FDA prevent foods from being sold after any expiration date on the product label. 

 

 Product dating procedures assist retailers and consumers to decide when food products are of their 

best quality. These dates do not guide us as to the product’s safety for consumption. The manufactur-

ers determine these dates by criteria such as: the length of time and/or the temperature in which the 

food is maintained during its distribution and on the shelf; and food properties and packaging that will 

affect its quality. These foods generally maintain their quality for a longer period of time related to their 

packaging. The product may deteriorate after these dates have passed. They do need to be stored and 

handled properly, as dictated by the type of product. We must evaluate each food item before con-

sumption. Signs of spoilage can include change in odor, flavor, texture or color (not necessarily true for 

meat). Bacteria, yeast and molds can be present and expedite rotting. 

 

 Food dating phrases may vary, but are most notable as: best by/before: indicates that this is when the 

item will be at its best quality; sell by: this term tells the retailer how long to keep the product on the 

shelf for sale and is not a safety indicator for consumers; use by: this is the last date suggested for the 

product’s peak quality. Other phrases may use differing words that may or may not have similar  

     meanings. 

 

 The U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates loss and waste of foods at 30% of the supply at consum-

er and retail levels. This comes from wholesome foods being thrown away because of lack of 

knowledge regarding food dating. These foods can still be eaten or donated.  

 

 FDA regulations on product dating are well defined, but voluntary, with the exception of infant formula.  

 

So, the next time you travel to Italy or many other countries (in person, or like me, on the Travel Channel) 

and see foods displayed in the open air street markets, think about how different this is from home!! 

What IS The Date?  
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First Baptist Arts Outreach Program Presents 
An ARTIST’S RECEPTION  

KARA HUNGATE! 

Those magnificent paintings you have noticed in our FBC Fairmount Gallery were all produced by 
FBC member Kara Hungate, an accomplished artist and art instructor.  Representing several  
different media, Kara has put together an eclectic and interesting show that we think you will  
greatly enjoy.  Excerpts from Kara’s Artist Statement include the following: 
 
 
“A Native Clevelander, my interest in art began in childhood and has evolved over the years.   
Exposure to each new art technique confirmed my interest in art and I realized it was a love  
worthy of further pursuit.” 
 
“My interest in teaching and my love for children prompted me to pursue a career in art as an  
artist, educator and administrator, which I pursued in 1998 in Cleveland.” 
“Artistic goals such as creativity, seeking inspiration through imagination, and the free act of  
expression are important to my own artistic spirit and voice.” 
 
 
Kara will talk about her craft in this casual setting, and will be happy to answer your questions.  
Please plan to observe her artwork, and to join her for an hour of enlightening conversation. 

         1:30 PM Sunday, October 1, 2017 in Spahr Center 
(A light lunch for $5 per person will be available in 

 Bell Dining Room after the church service) 

                       Grant Writer Needed! 
 

You probably don’t realize it, but our magnificent Austin—Schlicker Organ has 
been operating at only 3/4 strength because of extensive water leakage over the years into one of our four 
major organ chambers.  The leaks have been stopped, but we are looking at a cost of about $78K to restore 
this historic instrument to its full glory. 
 
Our Austin organ, the basics of which are about 100 years old, is a rare classic that should be maintained.  
Claude Kennard, chair of the FBC Property and Finance cluster, has done extensive research and believes he 
has found a number of organizations that might provide funds for the renovation we need if we submit a  
well-crafted grant request. 
 
If you are the grant-writer we need, or if you know a grant-writer who might be interested in a project that 
would restore a piece of First Baptist history, we would like to hear from you.  A pro bono basis would be 
nice, but compensation is not ruled out. 
 
Please contact Claude Kennard, Mike Skerritt or Jeff Gordon at your earliest convenience. 
 
Thank you! 

by Mike Skerritt 
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Our Heroes Headquarters Theme for the month of October is: We are the Messengers! 
 
During the month of October, we will explore “Being Messengers for Christ”. The Lord intends to in-
fluence others through us, therefore, we must be an example. Our purpose is to be a vessel through 
which Christ overflows to others. Live in such a way that those who know you, but don’t know God, 
will come to know God because they know you. (Philippians 2:3-8).    
 
Learning Objectives: 
 
Students will learn the meaning of making disciples 
Students will learn the impact of their behavior 
Students will explore and learn about Christ  
 
Bible Reading: 
Oct 1       Matthew 28—Go Make Disciples 
Oct 8       Romans 10—Salvation for All 
Oct 15     Acts 2—Coming of the Holy Spirit 
Oct 22     John 3—Born Again 
Oct 29     Matthew 7—Christian Behavior  
 
HERO HEADQUARTER’S IS NEW AND IMPROVED! 
We have new instructors, new looks, new activities, new challenges for our Heroes for Christ,  
new crafts, and new ways to make a difference to impact lives around us for Christ. 
 
YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY! 
Our monthly challenge encourages the following action items: 

 Tell one person about Jesus 

 Read your Bible  

 Pray every day-The greatest tragedy in life is the prayers that go unanswered because they go unasked 

 

“If you look at the world, you’ll be distressed. If you look within, you’ll be depressed. But if you look 

at Christ, you’ll be at rest.” -- Corrie ten Boom  
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Youth Page 
A special thanks to Dr. MJ and Rev. Jeff Gordon for spearheading and updating the Amelia Bretz Youth Library 
(painting, new light light fixtures, white boards and technology for the 21st. century. During this time the  
7th—12 grade class under the husband and wife duo, Alwin & Tondra Miller, will be in the Youth Game Room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discipleship Class & Eastside Ministry 
 
A special thanks to Eastside Ministries (Mrs. Fran Leanza, Mrs. Mary Wills, Mrs. Sheri Stevens, and the wonder-
ful parents of our youth).  We have devised a solution to our dilemma caused from the change in the church 
time schedule for worship and youth classes. 
 
Our Eastside Student Ministries (ESM students) arrives at FBC for the 11:00 worship service.  They stay in 
worship for approximately 30 minutes then go to their classroom for about 35 minutes. Our plan is that the 
FBC youth attending Discipleship class at 10:45 am in the Youth Wing will leave their class 15 min early, at 
11:30 am, and go to the Montgomery Room to join the ESM students and lead teacher. 
 
Collaboration Youth and Children 
 
We’re visiting Patterson's Farm on October 22, right after church. This will be a time for FBC members, family 

and friends to come together and have fellowship and fun. More information will be forthcoming.  
 
 

 

 

The Worship and Arts Cluster has requested our youth read the scriptures in worship service. 

 

Monday night 6:00—9:00 pm “Nothing But Net Basketball” at Church of the Saviour  

2537 Lee Road * Cleveland Heights Ohio. 

 

Our Youth are inviting their friends to attend our Discipleship Classes every Sunday 10:45—11:45 am  

...truly “A Safe Place for youth to be, to learn and serve. 
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Happy Birthday  

2nd    Tina Marie Darrisaw  

 

3rd    Charley Cicco  

 

5th    Virginia Aveni  

 

6th    Miles Arnold Sr.  

 

12th   Jasmine Berry  

 

12th   Stephen Bopple  

 

16th   Brittney Ragin   

 

17th   Dean Dabson  

 

19th   Kay Kennard  

 

21st   Barbara Fox  

 

24th  Kelley Pernicone  

 

26th  Lakecia Wild  

 

26th  Katie Owens  

 

28th  Nancy Wheaton  

 

29th  Johnnie Garnett  

 

31st   Karen Tillman 

 

31st   Daniel Tillman  

    October Birthdays! 

 
The efforts of the FBC Hunger Garden, led by 

 Tobili Sam-Yellowe,, has paid off!  
100 lbs. of fresh vegetables has been donated 

to the Heights Emergency Food Center.   
 

This donation included Tomatoes, Kale,  
Egg Plant, Cucumbers, Rosemary spice, 

 Okra and Squash 

And He has said to me, my grace is sufficient for 
you, for power is perfected in weakness.  Most 
gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my 
weakness, so that the power of Christ may dwell 
in me. 2 Corinthians 12:9  NASB.  
Stephen Ministry is a Christian program designed 

to offer confidential support when times get tough.  We are  
never alone.  God is always with us.  However, when times are  
challenging and God seems far away, He’s not.   
FBC has Stephen Ministers you can talk to.  If you could use this 
unique service, contact Mari Schroeder-Jenkins at 216.543.1830.  
For more info go to www.firstbaptistcleveland.org  

               The Forty-Niners (not an age!) 
                             2017-2018 Membership Drive  
 
                       The Forty-Niners would like YOU!  

 
Who are the Forty-Niners? The FBC Forty-Niners group was started in 1949 
when young members of FBC wanted to get together and fellowship by hold-

ing potlucks at each other’s homes.  After 68 years, the goal remains the 

same, but the group has evolved.  We now hold 10 events per year which 
includes 5 socials events, i.e. dinner at a restaurant, a play etc., and 5  

programs which are held at FBC on Sundays after church.  
 
An inexpensive lunch at 12:30 pm is followed by a 1:00 pm program. Past 
programs have included a variety of outside speakers including Katie Spotz, 

the youngest person to row solo across the Atlantic, and Brandon 
Chrostowski, founder, president and CEO of Edwin's Leadership & Restaurant 

Institute, who also bided a candidacy for Cleveland Mayor.  FBC members 
have also served as speakers such as Carole Negus, R.N. who recently just 

spoke about the opioid epidemic. 
 
Social events have included a Christmas luncheon at The Cleveland Racquet 

Club and plays and musicals at the Chagrin Valley Little Theatre.  
 
Modest membership dues ($25/person or $50/couple) cover our administra-

tive expenses and programs, while each social event is paid for individually.  

We’re welcoming new members now, both couples and singles!  We hope 
that you will consider joining us this season.   
 
The Program and Social Committees have exciting events in store for the  

upcoming new year.  
 

 If you are interested, please contact membership co-chairs; 
 Nancy Wheaton, 216.321.4812  nhwclue@juno.com or  

Beverly Farmer 216.932.2166.   

Congratulations to FBC members, 
Gentrias and Beverly Farmer, who 

will celebrate 60 years of marriage 
on October 25!! 
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Tower Tidings 
The First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
3630 Fairmount Blvd. 
Shaker Heights, OH  44118 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Dated Material: October 6, 2017 
Thanks for prompt delivery! 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Cleveland, OH 
Permit 4026 

The Next Tower Tidings Deadline: OCTOBER 15  
The next issue will be mailed: October 26, 2017  
Please submit articles or news via e-mail to Star Knuckles:  
          sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org 

 2017 FBC Lay Leadership 
Moderator: Victor Bull 
Vice Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Lynne Liu 
Children's Center: Martha Lant 
Communication & Outreach: Angela Fielding  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, 
 Marketing, Communications   
Discipleship: Suzanne Blum  
  Discipleship Classes, PrimeTime,  
  Children's Ministry, Youth Ministry,  
  Covenant Groups 
Fellowship and Nurture: Tina DeBlaey-Cicco 
    Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  

New Member Orientation 
Missions & Social Concerns: Jessica Chapman 
                                                 Martinez 
Stewardship: Tony Peebles 
  Property and Finance, Stewardship  

  Campaign, Endowment and Audit 
Worship and Fine Arts: G. Michael Skerritt 

  

Office:   216.932.7480 
Fax:       216.932.8554 
Children’s Center:   216.371.9394 
firstbaptistcleveland.org 
sknuckles@firstbaptistcleveland.org 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 

FBC Church Office Staff 
 
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jeff Gordon, Associate Pastor 
Dr. Robert Schneider, Director of Music and Organist 
Betty Meyers, Associate Director of Music 
Dr. Mary Jo Odom-Dull, Director of Christian Education 
Carly Marino, Director of Children's Ministry 
Minister Jae Williams, Director of Youth Ministries 
Jane Pernicone, Director of Children’s Center 
Star Knuckles, Executive Assistant/Office Administrator 

 Margo Jerome, Accountant
  

 
Tower Tidings Staff 
 Editors: Star Knuckles, Kregg Burris    
Thank You! to the many volunteers who help assemble 
the Tower Tidings mailing each month!  

Greg Beckner, Web Developer/Marketing 


