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“God’s Timing” 

 

Abraham and Sarah had a long wait for the 
promised child, Isaac to come (remember what 
happened when they became impatient?) Joseph 
had to wait in slavery and in prison until God 
raised him up to save his people. The children of 
Israel had to wait until the right time for God to 
raise up a leader to deliver them and Moses had 
to wait until he was 80 years old, a fugitive in the 
wilderness before God brought him to stand 
before Pharaoh.   Job, David, Jeremiah, Daniel, 
Esther, Jonah, even Jesus’ birth came according 
to the plan of God (His Will) at the right 
moment.  Faith is trusting God with our life in His 
time.  Patience is learning to apply faith with the 
use of our time. I recently watched a video of 
older women offering advice to younger women.   
 
Their words were heart felt from a life of 
experience. Their message was simple and clear: 
life is not about ‘doing’ but about ‘being.’  There is 
a danger that our daily, weekly and annual 
routines are nothing more than a checklist of ‘to 
do lists’ which evaporate our time leaving us 
empty and unfulfilled.  Being is living within the 
moment rather than just allowing it to pass 
through time.  (Honestly, television, surfing the 
internet—including much of social media—are 
time thieves—whereas the hours role past as we 
sit in our seat—missing out of the interpersonal 
connection of family, friends or the pursuit of 
faith, our relationship (with God.) 
 
“What is our life, it is a mist that appears for a 
little while, then vanishes away.” James 4:14  So 
many have planned to pursue their relationship 
with God at noon, someday or tomorrow—to 
discover that their life ends at 11:30.  If you give 
God your life and enjoy each moment with Him—
you will discover what it truly means to live in the 
moment AND you will be prepared for when God 
calls you into his measure of time—which is 
eternity.  2 Corinthians 6:2 states, “For God 
says, “At just the right time, I heard you. On the 
day of salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, the “right 
time” is now. Today is the day of salvation.” 
 
Love you,  

Summertime is that special time of the year when 
we are able to celebrate the great outdoors, given 
opportunities to travel and take some time to 
relax just a bit. We are preparing some exciting 
things for this fall and we’ll fill up the September 
issue with lots of valuable information about those 
events.  Therefore, I decided to use this August 
issue of the Tower Tidings to be dedicated as a 
summer time devotional.  I’ve asked staff 
members to share some of their favorite 
devotions.  So, find yourself a cool, shady spot, 
pour yourself a cold drink and sit back to enjoy a 
bit of summer inspiration.  God bless you! 
 
The phrase “in the fullness of time” seems to pop 
up throughout Scripture. From the creation, until 
God’s promise of a re-creation when all things 
become new: God’s will is accomplished within the 
continuum of time.  Time shapes everything and 
everyone.  There are moments we want time to 
stop, like a perfect day on vacation, graduation, a 
wedding or a birthday celebration.  There are 
other moments that can’t seem to move along 
fast enough like being sick, getting out of school, 
or work, or embarrassing situations. 
 
In the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon writes that 
there is a time and season for everything.  These 
words of wisdom aren’t appreciated by 
young, but only by those who have matured to 
where they’ve seen enough of life to 
recognize its preciousness.  My grandson, Ryan 
turned one last week.  Nothing awakes the sense 
of the passage of time like looking at your 
children, or grandchildren and beholding how 
they’ve grown.  My father has told me on many 
occasions, that times moves faster the older we 
get.  Of course, time’s march forward is as 
constant as when we were younger, but he’s right 
in that the days seem to fly by with more 
responsibilities and concerns that press one day 
into the next.  
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1st Martha Stromann 
 
2nd Debbie Cornelius 
 
4th Mary Wild 
 
6th Gilbert True  
 
7th Chris Wright 
 
8th Anita Hamdan 
 
9th Jane Smith 
 
12th Middy Crellin 
 
12th David Cumming 
 
13th Monica Sturgis 
 
17th Darryl Robinson 
 
18th        Christopher Tillman 

 

19th Don Crellin 

 

22nd Sylvia Workman 

 

24th Barbara Hise 

 

24th Mari Jenkins  

 

26th Emma Melton 

 

29th Tammy Gordon 

 

30th Joseph Belhobek 

 

 

 

 

August Birthdays! 

 

 

COOKIES FOR USO 
The Heights South Dist. of Church 

Women United is collecting cookies  
for USO.  We are asking you to bring 

cookies on August 14th to the church. 

Distinguished Alumnus Award 
 
Thomas C. Eakin was honored April 30, 
2016 in Akron, OH by Phi Delta Theta 
International Fraternity!  Thomas was a 
member of Phi Delta Theta, Denison 
University, Ohio ITOA Chapter, Class of 
1956.  Phi Delta Theta has 187,000 
members. Thomas received the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award, it’s highest 
honor, for his achievements in community 
service and sports promotion. 
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Youth 

But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be 
false to the truth... 
                                                                                                                                    
James 3:14 
The life lesson I got from this was not to be 
jealous of the things our siblings or others do 
or get, just be happy with yourself and what 
you already have.  When all of Joseph’s 

Biblical Life Lessons 

 
The Youth department is gearing up for the 
fall season with “Bring a Friend to Church.”  
Our goal is to increase our youth participation 
by 50%. There will be incentives for any FBC 
youth who brings a friend to church 4 weeks 
in a row, allowing the friend to enjoy the full 
experience of the Youth Department. 

brothers got jealous about what Joseph got or 
dreamed about they plotted about killing him.  
But then in the end God had a plan for him 
that his brothers didn't know what was going 
to happen.  Everyone is special and God has 
given everyone different gifts, so he does not 
want us to be jealous or envy one another.  
We must all use our unique gifts to do what 
God what us to do.   
Forrest Chaney, FBC Youth 

 
A special collaboration between FBC and 
Church of the Saviour concerning “Heads Up 
Basketball” has been made to create a goal of 
being a agent of change for youth, creating a 
safe place for youth to be, to learn and to 
grow. 
 
 
Pete Psarras will start practicing with the 
Youth Praise Team under the leadership Mrs. 
Tracy Peebles. 

Page 

Bring a 
Friend to 
Church! 
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FBC Staff Summer Devotionals 

Contributed by Afi Scruggs 
 
For two years I’ve struggled with a grudge toward 
an old friend. I did all things we’re supposed to 
do: confront the person, recognize my role in the 
incident. Still forgive and forget is so easy to say – 
and so hard to do. Psychologists tell us that we 
never really forget the sadness and anger of be-
trayal. Such feelings lie dormant until an event or 
circumstance trigger them. Then they emerge 
with a vengeance.  So counselors advise manag-
ing the feelings, not burying.  
 

Everyday, no matter what we are faced with, we 
must press toward the mark and know for sure it 
will seem to be hard, it will hurt, it will generate 
change in our life. Christ Jesus is standing at the 
gate of our heart to let us know I am with you, I 
love you,  and I Christ Jesus will protect you no 
matter what. Just trust me (Christ Jesus) 

Contributed by Jae Williams 

 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 
already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 
me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself 
yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me heavenward 
in Christ Jesus. 
 

‘TATER PEOPLE Home Touch Ministry/contributed by Star Knuckles 

I didn’t know how I’d do that until I stumbled up-

on this version of 1 Corinthians 13:5  (New Life 

Version). “Love does not remember the suffering 

that comes from being hurt by someone.” The 

words “suffering” and “hurt” jumped out at me. 

Yes, I’d been hurt. But I was suffering twice: once 

from my friend, true. But, remembering was hurt-

ing me more. The verse has become my succor 

when the pain inevitably reappears.  By reciting 

that simple sentence, I can put my suffering to 

rest. 

Philippians 3:12-14 

Some people are very bossy and like to tell others what to do, but don’t want to soil their own hands.  
They’re called “Dick Taters.” 
 
Some people never seem motivated to participate.  They’re just content to watch while others do all the 
work.  They’re called “Speck Taters.” 
 
Some people never do anything to help, but have no trouble finding fault with the way others do the work.. 
They are called “Comment Taters.” 
 
Some people are always looking to cause problems by asking others to agree with them.  It is too hot or 
too cold, too sour or too sweet.  The preaching Is too loud and long.  The music is too loud.  The worship 
service is too long, etc.  They’re called “Aggie Taters.” 
 
Then there are those who promise to help, but somehow just never get around to actually doing it.  They 
give lip service to the Kingdom of God and the church.  They’re called “Hezzie Taters.” 
 
Some people can put up a front and pretend to be someone they are not.  They’re really hypocrites.  
They’re called “Emma Taters.” 
 
Then there are those who love others, who love God and who do what they say they will do.  They are al-
ways prepared to stop whatever they are doing and lend a helping hand.  They bring real sunshine into the 
lives of others.  They’re called “Sweet Taters.” 

Cont. next page 
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a Christmas luncheon at Nighttown and plays and 

musicals at the Chagrin Valley Little Theatre. 

Modest membership dues ($25/person or $50/

couple) cover administrative expenses and 

programs, while each social event is paid for 

individually.  The group welcomes new members!  

We hope that you will consider joining this 

season.  The Program and Social Committees 

have exciting events in store.   If you are 

interested, please contact membership chair, 

Jeanie Belhobek (216-292-5967  or 

jbrownbel@aol.com.  

The FBC Forty-Niners social/program group was 

started in 1949 when young members of FBC 

wanted to get together and fellowship by holding 

potlucks at each others homes.  After 67 years, 

the 49ers have evolved into a social/program 

group which generally has 8 events per year - 4 

socials (dinner at a restaurant, a play, etc.) and 4 

programs which are held at FBC.  Past programs 

have included a variety of outside speakers (e.g. 

Katie Spotz, the youngest person to row solo 

across the Atlantic) as well as members of FBC 

(e.g. John Marr speaking about Cuyahoga 

Community College). Social events have included 

49’ers 

Forty-Niners (not age!)  
2016-2017 Membership Drive  

Home Touch Ministry/Contributed by Star Knuckles  
It was quoted as saying somewhere about a church that said to its congregation: “We want our  
members to wear aprons, not bibs.”  They provided this explanation:  
Bibs are for people who only want to be fed. 
Bibs are for those who are not yet ready or willing to feed themselves. 
Bibs are for those who are more interested in being served than serving. 
Bibs are for those who insist that the church exists for them and their needs. 
Bibs are for babes in the faith, those who haven’t caught God’s vision for the church, or those who are not 
yet of the faith.  
Aprons are for those who have a heart to serve others in Jesus’ name. 
Aprons are for those who know that they are the church. 
Aprons are for those who don’t mind getting their hands dirty. 
Aprons are for those who take the time daily to feed their spiritual hunger. 
Aprons are for those who are growing in faith, and hungry to help others grow.  
A Christian is someone who is wearing either one, or the other.  What’s it going to be? 

THE EAGLE AND THE VULTURE Contributed by Kregg.F. Burris 

 
A story is told of two birds that soared far above a beautiful national park. They flew the same 
path, at the same altitude, at the same speed. The eagle returned to tell all about the beautiful 
waterfalls and streams full of trout, breath-taking landscapes of colorful fields and snow-capped 
mountains, and herds of wild animals roaming free. All who listened to the eagle were spellbound 
in amazement, until the vulture spoke up with his report. He hadn’t seen much of anything, except 
two dead carcasses near the road and some trash on the banks of a stream.  One bird soared with 
vision, a bountiful eye and body full of light, the other bird only looked to find the dead and dy-
ing.  Let us soar with the eagles and not circle around the weak, sick or dying just waiting to dine 
on their misery.  


