
 

 

Dates to  

Remember 
 

January 1 & 2 

New Year’s Holiday 

Center Closed 

 

January 12 

Pajama Day 

 

January 15 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Center Closed 

 

January 18 

Parent Meeting 

 

The Children’s Center Connection 
 January 2018 

Center Closing/Delay Start Plan 
With the onset of cold weather, you may have questions in regard to when we might close and 
how you would be notified. We make our decision to close The Children’s Center independent of 
the school districts.  The center closes in extreme cases like loss of heat, power or water. 
Weather related closings are unlikely, unless there is  significant risk for automobile travel. 

     If the Center needs to delay our start of care or close, families are notified in a variety of 
ways.  An email blast will be sent to parents on our distribution list.  The major school closing 
networks will be alerted.  We are listed as First Baptist Children’s Center.   We will also post 
it prominently on our page of the church website, www.firstbaptistcleveland.org and on our   
Facebook page.  If you follow us on Twitter, you may even get a tweet! 

      Depending on weather severity and the forecast, we may post a delayed start, close for 
the day or close early.  We try to give as much notice as possible, but sometimes severe storms 
sneak up on us.   

Kindergarten Information Fair 
All families are invited to our second an-
nual Kindergarten Information Fair on 
Wednesday, January 24th.  Join us in 
Spahr Center anytime from 4:30-6:00 
PM.  Local public, private and parochial 
schools will be represented.  A repre-
sentative from each school will be avail-

able to answer questions about their program and general questions 
about kindergarten readiness. This is a great opportunity to visit 
several schools at one time. Children are welcome to attend with par-
ents. Come to the fair and afterwards join other families for Chef 
Faith’s Wednesday dinner. She is planning an Alfredo bar (pasta, al-
fredo sauce, chicken, spinach)! 

2018 Winter Olympic News 
The XXIII Olympic Winter Games are set to begin in PyeongChang, South Korea on February 
9, 2018. Years of planning go into this worldwide gathering of the planet’s most accomplished 
athletes. A strategic plan was created back in August, 2016 and includes 6 high-level recom-

mendations, one which strongly focuses on sustainability. In order to make their vision a reali-
ty, the Olympic committee encouraged sustainable, creative and cost effective venue solutions. 
They promoted the maximum use of existing structures. And they suggested the construction 
of the Olympic Village, all media centers and sporting sites to be modular and transportable.  

Join us as we celebrate athletes from over 90 nations and embrace the 2018 Olympic  

motto...Passion.Connected 



 

 

Winter Weather Outdoor Play 
With another winter upon us, it seems like a good time to review the      
Center’s plan for outdoor winter activities.   

     We are required to take the children outdoors on a daily basis, weather 
permitting.   Air temperature and the wind chill factor are combined to   
determine if it is safe to play outdoors. We consider temperatures above 
30* safe for regular outdoor play. At 20*, children may venture outside but 
for an abbreviated time.  Dressing for the weather is extremely important. 
Please provide a hat, mittens, snowpants, boots and a scarf for your child 
to protect them from the cold.  (Don’t forget to label them!) 

     All children are expected to participate in routine activities each day, 
including outdoor play.  Children who are well enough to attend the Center are considered well 
enough to go outdoors. We look forward to a fun-filled winter season! 
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The winter weather causes us to spend a lot of time indoors. This leads to an in-
crease in germs.  Common childhood illnesses are often more prevalent in the win-
ter months.   
     Children will be sent home if they have the following symptoms:  vomiting, di-
arrhea, severe coughing, difficult or rapid breathing, conjunctivitis, yellowish skin 
or eyes, stiff neck, unusually dark urine and/or white-gray stool, undiagnosed 
rash or infected skin patch.  Children are not sent home with a low-grade fever 
(under 100°) unless accompanied by another symptom.  Often the teachers will 
call to let you know that your child is not feeling well. We then watch your child for worsening 
symptoms. When your child is sent home, he may not return until symptom-free for 24 hours 
(without the use of fever reducing medication.)  This means that if you pick up a sick child at 2 
p.m. Tuesday, your child may not attend care on Wednesday.  A child may return after a doc-
tor determines in writing that the child’s illness is not contagious.  Again, the child needs to be 
symptom free for 24 hours.   
     Three questions to consider when determining if you should keep your child home are:  Does 
the illness prevent my child from participating comfortably in the daily activities?  Does the 
illness make my child have a greater need for care than the teachers can manage without com-
promise to the care of the other children in the group?  Does my child have a condition that is 
likely to expose others to a communicable disease?  A “yes” response indicates that you should 
keep your child home. Thank you for keeping all of us healthy. 

How Sick is Too Sick for Child Care 

Winter and Spring Dates for Center Closing 
Just a quick reminder of the days the center will be closed so you can update your             

2018 calendars. 

January 15-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

February 19-President’s Day 

March 30-Good Friday 

April 20-Professional Development Day 

May 28-Memorial Day 

July 4-Independence Day 
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Teacher Feature 
Meet the “Embarrassment” of Pandas 

Yes, we looked it up and that’s what they are colled! 

 

 

Greetings Children's Center families. I am TaRhonda Ward, Lead Teacher in the Panda class-
room. I have recently returned to FBCCC. However, I worked as a Seahorse teacher, Penguin 
teacher and Dolphin teacher from 2000 to 2006. I have just over 27 years of experience 
working with children and families and multiple capacities. When I am not working, I volunteer 
in the community. I'm also active with my sorority and at my church. Since returning to First 
Baptist Children's Center and working as a Panda teacher, I have concluded that "no" is a com-
plete sentence. In addition, I love to sing and read to the children and do fingerplays. My ani-
mated behavior and attitude seems to fit in as it pertains to keeping the children entertained. 
It helps the children to have fun throughout the day. 

Hello my name is Jayla Silvey. I have been at FBCCC for over 3 years.  I began my journey at 
the Children's Center as a high school student. My love for children has led me to pursue a 
bachelor's degree in education I am currently a student at Cleveland State University. One of 
the things I love to do outside of work is read, however reading books to the Panda Class is 
much more fun and it helps me to build relationships with the children. My calm and patient de-
meanor is exactly what is needed when working with young children. 

Hello my name is Rihanna Scott and I am new to the Children's Center. I am excited to join the 
panda team as assistant teacher. I have worked with individuals with intellectual disabilities 
for a couple of years now however being a mom has helped me to be patient and understanding 
a perfect fit for what's needed in the Panda room. When I am not working I enjoy singing and 
spending time with my family. 

 



 

 

Organic fat free milk is served with lunch for children on the second floor. 
Organic whole milk is served to children on the first floor. 

Menu is subject to change. 

January Lunch Menu 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

1 

CENTER  CLOSED 

 

2 

CENTER CLOSED 

3 

Bean soup w/ car-
rots and oranges  

 

No Dinner  

4 

Mac and cheese, 
peas and apples 

5 

Chicken sandwich, 
carrots and     
oranges 

8 

Beef macaroni,   
salad and apples 

9 

Chicken noodle 
soup w/ carrots 
and melons 

10 

Cheese tortellini 
w/ spinach pesto, 
salad and oranges 

 

No dinner  

11 VIP ELIJAH 

 

BBQ chicken, 
sweet potato 
fries and         
watermelon 

12 

Fish sandwich, 
carrots and 
grapes 

15 

CENTER CLOSED 

 

16 

Butternut & kale 
turkey sausage, 
crackers and   
apples 

17 

Beef ravioli w/ 
red sauce, salad 
and oranges 

 

Dinner: Soup 
grilled cheese 

18 VIP PENELOPE 

 

Chicken and rice, 
green beans and 
melon 

19 

Burger, salad and 
peaches 

22 

Cabbage casserole 
w/  beef and apples 

23 

Bean soup w/ car-
rots and oranges 

24  

Chicken fritters, 
mashed potatoes 
green beans and 
melon 

 

Dinner: Alfredo 
bar dinner 

25 VIP CAROLINE 

 

Spaghetti and 
meat sauce,   
broccoli and     
oranges 

26 

Hot Ham and 
cheese sandwich, 
carrots and 
peaches 

29 

Pizza parlor pasta 
w/ chicken sausage, 
green beans and 
melon 

30 

Beef noodle soup 
w/ mixed veggies 
and oranges 

31 

Beef stroganoff 
w/ noodles,      
carrots and apples 

 

Dinner: Hot dog, 
beans and chips 

 

  


